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CHAP.        XLVIL 

A  new  Afqiiaiiiiaiice. 


M 


R.  Wellers  brought  home  to  dinner  with 
him,  Mr.  Bently — Mr.  Wellers,  when  he  laid  afide 
his  religious  fits  (and  that  was  as  often  as  he  had 
chcarful  company)  was  a  good-hearted  old  man, 
who  was  too  much  wrapt  up  in  his  wife  not  to 
refpect  her  gueft :  Bently,  Anna  had  never  feen, 
though  both  gentlemen  had  heard  fufficiently  of  fo 
bad  a  woman  being  at  Layton.  The  chearful  meal 
paft  with  that  mutual  fatisfatlion,  peace  in  the 
bread,  and  plenty  on  the  board,  may  be  fuppofed 
to  infpire. 

As  foon  as  dinner  was  over,  Anna  rofe  to  be 
gone  ;  when  Mr.  Bently,  taking  hold  of  her  ftrug- 
gling  hand,  advifed  her  not  to  attempt  walking  by 
herfelf.  Alarmed,  flie  begged  to  know  what  llie 
had  to  fear  ?  "  Fear,  fweet  maid,"  anfwered  he  -, 
"  why  your  dangers  are  fo  manifold  I  can  hardly 
*'  repeat  them  all :  in  the  firfl  place,  here  is  old 
"  Roger  Bently,  a  hale  widower  of  feventy- three, 
*'  finds  himfelf  ilrangely  tempted  to  run  away  with 
*'  you  ;  then  you  are  convidled  on  the  evidence  of 
"  the  envy  of  the  women,  and  the  admiration  of 
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"  the  men,  of  the  high  crime  of  beauty,  and  the 
"  monftrous  phenomerlfen  of  humiUty  and  mo- 
"  deily  ;  the  firfl  they  cannot  take  from  you,  but 
"  the  two  laft  they  will  contrive  fo  to  disfigure, 
"  you  will  not  yourfelf  know  them  to  be  your 
"  own  ;  and  laftly,"  continued  he,  lowering  his 
voice,  "  there  is  a  certain  handfome  libertine,  of 
"  horfe-whipping  memory,  whofe  violence,  more 
"  pleafing,  is  confequently  more  dangerous  than 
"  all." 

Anna  had  no  idea  this  was  the  perfon  on  whom 
Edwin  had  wrecked  his  difappointment  and  ill  hu- 
mour ;  her  furprife  at  his  odd  accoftment  was  not 
fo  great  as  at  that  difcovery  ;  Mrs.  Wellers,  laugh- 
ing, faid,  then  if  the  fair  damfel  was  in  fuch  dan- 
ger, it  would  be  quite  in  ^  his  way  to  ftand  forth 
the  champion  of  innocence — "  Is  fhe  really  in- 
'^  nocent,"  demanded  Bently  with  a  fignificant  ear- 
neflnefs. 

"  You  fee  the  company  fhe  is  in,"  faid  Mrs. 
Wellers. 

Bently  fek  the  reproof,  and  getting  up,  flriking 
his  oaken  towel  (without  which  he  never  now 
ventured  out)  hard  on  the  ground,  told  her  he 
would  be  her  champion  and  her  friend  as  long,  and 
no  longer  than  (lie  deferved  it. — This  rough  kind- 
nefs  alarmed  Anna  fo  m.uch,  that  fhe  was  not  ca- 
pable of  making  him  any  anfwer,  nor  did  fhe  find 
herfelf  much  eafier  by  his  refolution  of  walking 
home  with  her. — Mrs.  Wellers,  who  knew  the 
goodnefs  of  Mr.  Bently's  heart  (which  under  the 
appearance  of  mifanthropy  and  obftinate  pofitive- 
nefs,  veiled  a  fenfibility  which  v/as  often  painful  to 
himfelf,  and  a  generofity  that  was  felt  by  every 
individual  he  could  affift,  without  being  hurt  by 
their  grateful  acknowledgments)  was  rejoiced  at 
the  favourable  impreflion  fhe  faw  he  had  received 
of  our  heroine  ,  and  willing  to  increafe  a  parti- 
ality 
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ality  fo  vlfible,  faid  they  could  all  walk  home  with 
her  :  "  but  come,  Mifs  Manfel,"  faid  ihe,  "  You 
"  fliall  give  Mr.  Beiitly  a  fong."  Our  heroine 
was  too  fcnfible  of  her  friend's  kind  intentions 
towards  her,  to  hefitate  at  complying  with  her 
requeil  ;  though  very  much  againll  her  inclina- 
tions in  the  prefent  inftance  ;  fhe  fung  therefore, 
Linley's 

"  Alas  !  from  the  day  my  poor  heart." 

Bcntly's  eyes  bore  witnefs  to  the  pathos  of  the 
words,  and  the  melody  of  the  voice  tranfported  him 
out  of  hlmfclf — "  Do  take  notice,  madam  Wel- 
''  lers,"  faid  he,  half  fobbing,  "  I  will  have  no 
**  more  of  this  girl's  fongs  ;  I  did  not  promife  to 
^*  make  a  fool  of  myfelf ;  but  I  fuppofe  you  un- 
"  derfland  mufic  ;  do  you  play,  Mifs  ?" — **  When 
**  flie  can  get  an  initrument,"  faid  Mrs.  Wellers — 
A  nod  from  Bently  was  all  his  anfwer. 

They  fet  out  for  the  village  in  high  good  hu- 
mour, Bently  infifting  on  Anna's  leaning  on  his 
arm,  and  were  as  cordially  received  by  Dalton  and 
his  family,  whofe  afhduities  with  refpetl  to  our 
heroine  were  equally  new  and  unaccountable — 
Mrs.  Dalton  blamed  her  for  walking  in  the  heat, 
and  for  alarming  them  by  her  long  abfence — She 
was  Peggy's  dear  Mifs  Manfel  ;  and  their  obliga- 
tions to  Mrs.  Wellers,  for  her  kindncfs,  were 
endlefs. 

Bently,  whofe  religion  confided  in  the  mere  pri- 
vate pra6lice  of  a  particular  kind  of  love  to  his 
fellow  creatures,  without  ever  enterin,^  the  door  of 
a  church  or  meeting,  except  Eafter,  Whitfun,  and 
Chrlftmas  days,  held  Dalton  and  all  his  fc6l  (his 
friend  Wellers  only  excepted)  in  contempt  and  dif- 
like,  while  that  good  man  looked  on  Bently  with 
abhorrence,  as  a  reviler  of  religion,  a  prophaner  of 
the  fabbath  (as  he  adually  more  than  once  had  fuf- 
B  2  fered 
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lered  foine  young  people  he  had  invited  to  his 
houfe  to  flrike  up  a  dance  in  his  hall  after  tea,  on 
a  Sunday  evening,)  and  an  outcaft  of  heaven. 

Few  civilities  were  likely  to  take  place  between 
two  people  fo  oppofite  in  their  inclinations  to  each 
other  ;  Mr.  Bently  hardly  fat  down  ;  he  (laid  only 
to  bid  Anna  be  fare  to  feek  a  friend  at  the  Abbey 
— Mrs.  Wellers  was  as  little  difpofed  to  prolong 
her  ftay  ;  they  were  therefore  foon  at  liberty  to 
open  to  their  ward  the  fplendid  fortune  that  awaited 
her  acceptance. 


C     H     A    P.        XLVIII. 


Rejecl'icn. 


A 


S  Anna  knew  nothing  of  the  friendly  alliance 
entered  into,  between  the  right  honourable  Lord 
Patrick  Sutton,  and  the  reverend  John  Dalton,  her 
furprife  was  not  more  excited  by  the  matter,  which 
gave  them  fuch  evidv°nt  pleafure,  than  at  the  man- 
ner of  fuch  a  propofars  being  made  ;  but  while  her 
whole  heart  rejetled,  with  antipathy  and  contempt, 
the  moft  diftant  idea  of  fuch  an  union,  flie  had  her 
doubts  of  its  being  ferioufly  intended  by  Lord 
Sutton.  Perfe6l  mafter  of  diflimulation  fhe  knew 
him  to  be ;  once  her  bitter  enemy,  and  ever  the 
obje6l  of  her  diilike,  which  flie  was  at  no  pains  to 
conceal,  was  it  likely  he  could  mean  to  unite  him- 
felf  to  her  ? — fome  my  fiery,  fhe  could  not  help 
thinking,  lay  under  this  aftonifhing  appearance, 
and  as  coming  from  him,  could  mean  her  no  good. 
Mrs.  Dalton  was  amazed  fuch  great  fortune  had 
not  the  power  of  tranfporting  her  5  fhe  afTured  her 
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over  and  over  It  was  true,  that  {he  would  certainly 
be  a  great  lady;  hoped  fhe  would  get  Mr.  Dalton 
a  living  ;  take  Peggy  to  wait  on  her,  and  Billy  a 
place  ;  Jackey  in  the  excife  ;  and  Polly,  Sally,  and 
Jenny,  into  fomething  or  other  ;  thofe  affin-ances, 
and  thofe  expeiSlations,  were  echoed  by  all  pre- 
fent:  (lie ,  interrupted  not  the  volubility  that  ap- 
peared to  have  taken  pofleihon  of  the  family  ;  but 
referved  her  fentiments  for  the  event,,  as  (he  was 
bid  to  expecl  the  avowal  of  that  great  and  good 
man's  afledlion  tlie  next  day :  the  evening  pafTed 
in  the  utnioft  harmony  ;  a  bottle  of  Mrs.  Dalton's 
beft  currant  wine  added  to  their  hilarity,  and  they 
retired  to  dream  of  livings  and  fat  capons. 

Before  the  family  were  aflembled  to  breakfaO: 
next  morning,  a  fervant  arrived  with  the  following 
letter  :. 

To  Mifs  Mansel. 
"  Madam, 

"  Were  not  thofe  fentiments  cf  tendernefs  I 
feel  for  you  founded  on  an  unfurmountable  regard 
and  long-cheriflied  attachment,  more  ceremony 
might  be  requifite  on  their  avowal  :  I  have  told 
Mr.  Dalton  my  Intentions  of  fettling  on  you  a 
handfome  allowance,  and  making  you  Lady  Sut- 
ton ;  you  are  too  prudent  not  to  be  fenfible  I  mufl 
forego  many  advantages  in  this  difpofal  of  my 
name  and  fortune ;  but  my  reliance  is  on  that,  and 
the  gratitude  of  your  difpofition,  which,  together 
with  my  great  love  cf  your  perfon,  outbalances 
every  argument  of  intereft  and  ambition. 

"  I   wifh   the  matter    concluded    Immediately ; 
Mr.  Dalton  may  Infpe£l  the  writing,  and  I  will  fol- 
low this  note  if  (which  I  think  cannot  be  doubted) 
your  anfwer  be  propitious  ;  till  when, 
I  am,  my  lovely  girl, 

your  devoted 

Sutton."* 
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AVhile  Anna  was  perufing  this  proud  oficr,  the 
Daltons  were  impatient  to  fee,  to  congratulate  her 
and  thcmfelves,  to  fpeak  confirmation  of  their  own 
hopes,  and  to  afTift  in  raifmg  hers  ;  they  were 
feized  with  wonder  -  at  her  flay  above  flairs ;  the 
fervant  was  very  courteoufly  afked  to  walk  in  and 
fit  down,  and  divers  queftions  afked  about  his  good 
Lord.  At  length  Mrs.  Dalton's  impatience  car- 
ried her  up  flairs,  flie  found  our  heroine  in  the 
atl  of  fealing  a  letter,  which,  with  great  compo- 
fure,  fhe  dire6led  to  Lord  Sutton,  and  then  ac- 
companied her  down.  The  perfon  who  brought 
the  letter,  was  the  great  man's  great  man,  viz.  his 
fervant  out  of  livery,  and  the  fame  on  whofe  faga- 
city  his  Lordfhip  depended  fo  much,  at  the  time 
he  was  fo  good  as  to  fend  our  young  heroine  into 
the  world  for  experience.  He  was  vaunting  his 
own  importance  to  the  gaping  Dalton  and  his  fim- 
pering  daughter,  when  Mrs.  Dalton  entered,  fol- 
lowed by  Anna,  the  good  cieature  not  forming  an 
idea  a  Lord  could  be  reje£led,  ftill  running  on 
in  her  caflle-buikling  provifion  for  her  family, 
blefTmg  the  accident  that  threw  the  lucky  orphan  in 
their  way. 

The  fervant  who  had  not  the  leaft  recolle£lion 
of  her  perfon,  flood  up,  at  their  entrance,  with 
the  utmofl  refpecl,  and  received  her  letter  for  his 
mafter  with  a  fervility  in  his  manner  that  fhe  wed 
his  penetration  ;  a  treaty  with  fo  beautiful  a  crea- 
ture, bore  omens  of  the  good  fortune  of  the  nego- 
ciation  which  this  trufty  domeRic  knew  how  to 
make  ufe  of.  As  foon  as  he  v/as  gone  from  the 
door,  every  mouth  was  open  with  inquiries  of  the 
contents  of  the  letter,  and  her  anfwer,  which  laft 
Mr.  Dalton  hinted  he  might  have  been  confulted 
on  •,  file  produced  the  letter,  he  read  it  twice  over, 
making  remarks  as  he  went  on,  expatiating  on  the 
genevofity,  the  goodncfs  of"  heart,  the  franknefs  of 
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ciifpofitlon,  and  above  all,  the  humility  of  the  v/ri- 
ter,  whofe  praifes  verc  echoed  by  his  wife  and 
daughter,  "  Well,  my  dear  girl,"  faid  Mrs.  Dal- 
ton,  "  now  your  anfwer  *,  I  long  to  fee  that ;  I  am 
"  fure  it  is  clever,  you  have  fuch  a  knack  at  your 
"  pen  ;"  fhe  prefented  a  paper  with  the  rough 
copy,  but  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  pen  to  paint  the 
inftant  change  of  countenance,  the  furprize  and 
dejedion  of  one  part,  the  rage  and  malice  of  the 
other;,  when  Dalton  read  the  following : 

"  INIy  Lord, 

"  I  am  equally  ignorant  of  the  fentiments  of 
tenderncfs,  or  the  regard  on  which  ihey  are  found- 
ed, that  gives  your  Lordli/ip  a  riglit  to  wave  any 
ceremony  confiilcnt  with  your  dignity,  or  due  to 
me.  The  coiitents  of  your  letter,  my  Lord,  whe- 
ther ferious  or  ironical,  it  is  not  In  my  power  to 
determine  j  but  I  frankly  own,  nothing  coming 
from  a  man  who,  unprovokedly,  could  fo  eflen- 
tially  injure  an  innocent  orphan,  can  be  either 
agreeable  or  eligible,  in  the  common  occurrences 
of  life,  much  lefs  when  the  facred  union  of  mar- 
riage is  propofed. 

"  My  Lord,  I  really  have  the  prudence  to  fet  too 
great  a  value  on  my  own  peace  and  happinefs,  to 
facrifice  either  to  your  imaginary  generofity ;  nor 
will  (I  truft)  the  gratitude  of  my  difpofition  be 
called  for  in  the  acknowledgment  of  any  farther 
favour  conferred  by  your  Lordfliip  on, 

My  Lord,  &c.  &c. 

A.  Mansel.'* 

The  paper  fell  from  his  hand  as  he  concluded  It, 
and  his  wife's  face  exhibited  a  variety  of  colours  ; 
fpite  and  fury  darted  their  rays  from  the  eyes  of 
Peggy  ;  but  fpeech  was  denied  to  them  all. 

Anna 
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Anna  naturally  concluded  their  own  views  might 
lead  them  to  wiih  to  fee  a  perfon  on  whom,  flie 
confefTed,  they  had  many  claims,  in  a  fituation  to 
repay  them  every  obligation  •,  but  ilie  had  no  fuf- 
picion  they  would  look  on  her  as  a  pafTive  machine, 
to  work  their  own  advantage  with  ;  little  lefs  could 
fhe  expecl  the  fcene  that  followed:  "  Wretch," 
cried  Dalton,  at  laft,  "  and  have  you,  then,  dared 
"  to  fend  this  fcrawl  to  that  worthy  nobleman  ; 
"  who,  ungrateful  fool,  doft  thou  think  is  bound 
*'  to  fupport  thy  up-ftart  pride,  or  how  wilt  thou 
"  pay  what  the  law  will  enforce  for  thy  maintc- 
**  nance  and  bringing  up,  which  I  now  demand, 
"  and  will  inftantly  employ  an  ofEcer  to  arreil  thee 
"  for  ;  you  fhall  go,  madam,  to  jail,  and  fee  if 
'*  there,  in  want  of  food,  raiment,  and  every  ne- 
"  ceflary  of  life,  you  will  find  another  Dalton  !" 
With  thefe  Vv'ords  he  wxnt  haftily  out  of  the  room, 
leaving  Anna  a  flatue  of  furprize  and  terror  ;  it 
was  now  her  turn  to  be  dumb,  tears  were  likewife 
denied  her  •,  fae  already  faw  hcrfelf  in  the  rude 
hands  of  bailiffs,  and  anticipated  the  terror  of  the 
prifon  {liC  vras  threatened  with,  l^ilrs.  Dalton, 
though  (he  had  no  idea,  her  hufband  could  really 
intend  a  meafure  her  confcience  told  her  was  at 
once  barbarous  and  unjuil,  was,  in  reality,  fo 
much  difpleafcd  and  hurt  herfelf  that  (lie  the  rea- 
dier adopted  the  conduct  he  had  affumed,  though 
at  the  fame  time,  (he  was  fure  it  was  merely  meant 
to  intimidate  her.  Peggy,  the  unfeeling  Peggy, 
forfook  the  caufe  of  her  youth  and  fex,  to  vent  the 
moft  cruel  repro^^ches  for  A nna's  ungrateful  return 
to  her  father's  charity,  and  reviled  her,  in  the  bit- 
tereft  terms,  for  her  pride  and  poverty  ;  adding 
,  every  infult  envy  and  ill-nature  could  invent  to 
her  invectives.  It  is  not  probable  an  early  period 
would  have  been  put  to  her  eloquence,  .had  it  not 
been  interrupted  by  the  fuddcn  fall  off  the  chair, 
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where  flie  fat,  of  the  unhappy  obje£l  to  whom  it 
was  addrefled. 

Pale  and  motlonlefs,  when  they  beheld  her  at 
their  feet,  fright  and  terror  took  the  place  of  an- 
ger-, and  dear  felf  being  ftill  the  objc6l   in  view, 
operated  now   as   (Irongly  in   their  endeavours  to 
recover,  as  it  had  before  done  in  reducing  her  to 
the  fituation  fhe  was  then  in  ;  they  got  her  laid  on 
a  bed,  unlaced,  and  almoft  wafhed  her  with  hartf- 
horn  in  vain.     From  the  inflant  Dalton  left  the 
room,  her  fenfes  forfook  her,  nor  had  flie  been  fen- 
fible  of  a  fingle  reproach  from  either  mother  or 
daughter.     To  their  mutual  conRernation  and  dif- 
may,  they  found  every  cuort  to  rellore  her  to  life 
ineffectual ;  they  fcnt  to  every  probrdile  place  after 
Dalton  ;  he  was  not  to  be  found.     They  then  be- 
gan to  have  the  mod  alarming  fears  for  her  life» , 
and  at  length  lent  for  Dr.  Collet ;  his  (kill  and  at- 
tention,  in  half  an  hour,  brought  her  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  fenfc;  but  her  perfect  recovery  was 
preceded  by  a  violent  buril  of  hyderics.     Colkt 
found  himfelf  exceedingly  interefted  for  his  pati- 
ent, fo  lovely  a  woman  he  had  never  before  feen, 
and  the  fituation  in  which  he  found  her,  left  not  a 
doubt  with  him,  but  the  diforder  was  on  her  mind  ; 
and  notwithitanding  all  he  had  heard  c<>ncerning 
her,  fhe  had  fo  much  the   peculiar  hnppinefs  of 
bearing   in  her  open  countenance  the  traits  of  in- 
nocence and  ingeimity,  that  Collet  became  an  in- 
ftant  convert  to  her  looks  :  he  alked,  with  the  voice 
of  kindnefs,  how  fhe  foimd  hcrfelf,  and  vvhethar 
there  was   any  thing   in  his  power,   as  do<Slor,  or 
friend,  that  would  footh  or  relieve  the  evident  dif- 
trefs  of  her  mind ;  {]-ie  thanked  him  fervently  for 
the  humane  offer,  but  faid,  at  prefent,  (he  had  not 
fufficiently  the  power  of  recolle^lion  to  avail  her- 
felt  of  his  fricndfhip,  nor  did  fhe  chufe  wholly  to 
B  5  decline . 
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decline  it :  ihe  earneftly  begged,  then,  to  be  left  to 
herfclf,  which  was  complied  with  on  the  part  of 
Mrs.  Dalton  with  fome  difficulty. 


CHAP.         XLIX. 

The  Elopement. 


T 


T  was  by  this  time  three  o'clock,  and  no  Dalton 
returned  ;  her  dread  of  his  re-appearance  was  un^ 
fpeakable :  at  firft  it  occurred  to  her  flie  might  go 
to  Mrs.  AVellers',  but  as  that  ftep  could  not  fail  to 
enrage  Dalton,  what  could  fhe  hope  from  it  but  to 
be  torn  from  her  protedion,  or  to  be  a  tax  on  the 
generofity  of  people  who  were  little  more  than 
lirangers  to  her,  to  pay  his  demand.  If  the  idea 
of  Mr.  Bently's  particular  charge  prcfented  itfelf, 
it  was  accompanied  by  the  fame  conclufion,  and 
her  return  to  Mr.  Manfel  was,  for  that  reafon,  ren- 
dered imprafticable  ;  but  to  continue  under  the 
roof  of  a  man  who  could  fuffer  fuch  a  thought  to 
enter  his  heart  againfl  her,  was  to  put  herfelf  en- 
tirely in  his  power.  As  to  Lord  Sutton,  it  was 
unfortunate  for  that  paffionate  lover,  that  he  ne- 
ver obtruded  on  the  thoughts  of  his  fair  miflrefs, 
unattended  by  fome  very  untoward  circumftance 
by  way  of  concomitant  to  the  antipathy  fhe  felt 
for  him.. 

When  little  more  than  an  infant,  flie  was  dif- 
carded  by  Mrs.  Melmoth,  he  was  the  perfon  to 
whofe  baneful  influence  fhe  attributed  that  mif- 
fortune  ;  v/hen  flie  loft  the  favour  of  Lady  Edwin, 
he  was  the  fufpeded,  though  fecret  enemy ;  and 
now  when  her  heart  was  breaking  with  grief  and 

apprehenfion, 
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apprehenfion,  her  mifery  originated  with  /;/;;; ;  and 
could  any  circumftance  on  earth  induce  her  to  he- 
fitate  one  moment,  v/hether  to  reje£l,  at  all  riiks, 
or  unite  herfelf,  for  life,  to  a  being  (lie  held  with 
fo  much  reafon  in  abhorrence?  Hisflie  determined 
never  to  be ;  and  no  way  offerhig  to  her  imagina- 
tion to  avoid  him  but  flight,  it  no  fooner  (truck  her 
as  her  only  refource,  than  flie  inftantly  refolved  to 
put  it  into  execution  \  but  here  again  a  thoufand 
difficulties  occurred  ;  flie  was  wholly  without  ac- 
quaintance, deftitute  of  friends,  and  had  very  little 
money,  not  a  creature  in  the  created  fpace  of  na- 
ture could  flie  apply  to  for  protection  or  sfhl) ance  ; 
neverthelefs,  the  alternative  was  too  horrible  to  fuf- 
fer  her  to  deliberate,  her  part  was  to  refolvc. 

The  itage,  flie  recollected,  paffed  towards  Lon- 
don at  five  o'clock  ;  could  (lie  but  reach  that  flie 
would  have  hope.  Mrs.  Wellers  was  in  London, 
on  the  inquiries  after  her  character  in  Grofvenor 
fquare  •,  to  her  ibe  might  eafily  write,  and  by  that 
means  put  it  out  of  the  cruel  Dalton's  power  to  be 
troublefome  to  her  friends ;  the  idea  that  again 
brought  Dalton  and  his  threats  to  her  mind,  was 
fo  terrible,  all  fear  of  danger,  all  dread  of  throw- 
ing herfelf  among  (Irangers  vanifhed  :  of  the 
wickednefs  and  villainy  every  where  to  be  met 
with  in  the  metropolis  ihe  had  heard,  but  it  muft 
he  bad,  indeed,  if  in  any  part  worfe  men  than 
Sutton,  or  more  barbarous  than  Dalton  were  to 
be  found  5  the  leaft  delay  might  put  it  out  of  her 
power  to  efeape;  he  might  now  be  coming  to  put 
his  threats  in  execution  ;  that  very  night  might  be 
fpent  in  a  prifon,  from  whence  (he  could  not  be 
hberated,  but  at  the  ex  pence  of  every  thing  dear 
to  her  ;  no  time  wj:.s  therefore  left  for  confide- 
ration. 

Her  bed  room  luckily  contained  ail  her  trunks, 
and  what  elfe  of  value  flie  could  call  her  own  ;  fhe 

hafiily 
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haftily  packed  up  a  couple  of  gowns,  fome  linen, 
and  a  few  valuables,  the  late  property  of  the  de- 
ccafed  r\Irs.  IManfel  j  that  done,  the  doilor's 
friendly  oftcr  recurred  to  her  memory ;  fhe  begged 
the  maid  to  call  him  without  difturbing  her  mif- 
trefs,  who  was  at  dinner ;  the  girl,  who  very  much 
refpe6ted  her,  obeyed,  and  Collet  was  introduced 
alone  to  his  fair  patient. 

Her  terror  and  agitation  increaHng  as  the  day 
advanced,  her  natural  timidity  gave  way  to  the 
urgency  of  her  affairs,  ilie  therefore  inflantly  afked 
him  if  he  was  in  earned  in  his  offers  to  ferve  her  ? 
Upon  his  word  he  was. 

"  Well,  then,"  Sir,"  faid  flie,  "  it  is  of  the 
"  laft  importance  to  me  to  be  able  to  quit  this 
"  place  directly  :  I  have  not  a  moment  to  lofe, 
"  nor  a  friend  in  the  world  ;  I  am  in  debt  to  Mr. 
"  Dalton  more  than  is  in  my  power  to  pay,  but  I 
**  leave  things  of  value  behind  me,  thofe  trunks 
**  are  all  full  of  good  cloaths,  given  me  (burfling 
"  into  tears,)  by  a  dear  friend  who  loved  m.e  :  I 
*^  have  no  wifh  but  to  pay  as  far  as  all  I  have  will 
"  go  ;  will  you,  Sir,  be  fo  good  as  to  put  your 
**  feal  on  them  for  that  purpofe  ?"  **  I  will  do  any 
*'  thing  you  wifh  me,"  faid  the  good  natured 
Collet,  greatly  moved. — "  God  reward  you.  Sir," 
anfwered  fhe  :  "  one  favour  more  I  have  to  aik, 
"  which  is,  your  advice  how  I  fliall  convey  this 
"  bundle  to  the  ftage,  unfeen  by  the  family." — "  I 
•'*  will  fend  my  boy,"  returned  Collet,  "  throw  it 
"  out  of  the  back  window,  he  fhall  receive  and 
*^  carry  it  round  the  corner,  whither  you  had  bell 
"*  follow  the  moment  you  can  get  out." 

Mrs  Dalton  now  coming  up,  the  do^lor  took 
himfelf  off,  firft  giving  a  fignificant  glance  at  the 
window.  When  he  was  gone,  Mrs.  Dalton  began 
to  wonder  what  was  become  of  her  hufband, 
where  he  could  b"  gone,  and  on  what  errand ;  for 

whatever 


ANNA.  13 

whatever  he  might  fay  in  his  paflion,  ihe  was  fure, 
except  very  much  provoked  indeed,  he  would  ne- 
ver take  the  ftep  he  had  threatened  iVnn.a  with  j  to 
be  fure  it  was  a  very  grievous  thing  to  have  a 
young  perfon  they  had  brought  up  as  their  own, 
and  loved  fo  well,  turn  out  fo  obftinate,  felf  willed, 
and  blind  to  her  own  intereft,  as  well  as  theirs  *, 
and  after  always  behaving  fo  well  to  her,  to  have 
her  refufe  an  offer  that  would  be  the  making  of 
them  all;  but  (he  hoped,  on  ferioufly  confidering 
the  importance  and  advantage  of  Lord  Sutton's 
love,  Anna,  her  dear  Anna,  would  think  better  of 
it.  The  good  woman  who  really  loved  our  heroine, 
blended  her  happinefs  fo  entirely  with  the  intereft 
of  her  ov/n  family,  that  flie  perfuaded  herfelf  it 
was  one  and  the  fame  thing,  and  her  intreaties 
were  accompanied  with  tears.  Anna  had  the 
gentled  of  human  hearts,  every  in{l3nce  of  mater- 
nal tendernefs  now  returned  to  her  memory  ;  fhe 
recollected,  with  gratitude  and  aiTeclion,  the  ex- 
pofed  ilate  of  her  infancy,  and  candidly  owned  to 
herfelf  the  hopes  entertained  of  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  their  family  through  fuch  unexpected 
means,  were  natural  ;  and,  therefore,  in  confe- 
quenee,  the  difappointment  bitter  :  Ihe  was  now, 
for  the  laft  time,  perhaps,  with  a  perfon  who  had 
been  to  her  a  careful  good  woman ;  it  w^as  yet  in 
her  power  to  fatisfy  her  own  feelings,  by  amply 
rewarding  the  care  taken  of  her  helplefs  years ;  or 
it  was  yet  in  her  choice  to  abandon  what  had  been 
to  her  a  parental  roof,  and  by  expofmg  herfelf  to  a 
pitylefs  world,  encounter  evils  of  which  fhe  had 

but  a  faint  idea her  coward  heart  flirunk  from 

the  trial.  But  what  was  the  dreadful  alternative  .'' 
Lord  Sutton,  proud,  defigning,  and  vindictive,  was 
it  probable  he  would  forego  a  fcheme,  which,  by 
his  own  note,  it  was  proved,  had  coft  him  fo 
dear,  or  would  he  not  rather  feek  revenge  for  the 

indignity 
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indignity  oifercd  his  pride  ?  Intereft  (lie  well  knew 
to  be  the  god  of  Dalton's  idolatry  :  fo  rich,  fo 
powerful  a  man,  whofe  very  name  carried  a  talif- 
manic  influence  with  narrow  minds,  wanted  not 
the  means,  and  it  was  idle  to  think  he  would 
want  inclination,  to  prevail  on  him  to  a6l  as  he 
directed  •,  the  cruelty  of  his  difpofition  (he  knew, 
and  dreaded  being  its  viftim  ;  but  to  marry  him, 
or  indeed  any  other  man  but  one  in  the  world,  (lie 
would  die  firft  ;  and  again,  the  terrors  ihe  l>efore 
felt  at  the  thoughts  of  Dalton's  return,  feized  her, 
jA^hich,  on  her  being  forbid  v.-alking  in  the  air,  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  it  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty (he  was  kept  from  fainting  ;  fhe  then  begged 
to  be  left  to  reft,  as  fhc  was  too  weak,  and  too 
much  exhaufted  for  converfation.  Mrs.  Dalton, 
with  her  natural  good  humour,  defired  her  to  think 
on  what  fhe  had  faid,  and  put  it  in  her  power  to 
inform  Mr.  Dalton,  vv'hen  he  ca  iie  home,  of  her 
refolutlon  to  apologize  to  Lord  Sutton  for  the 
rude  and  improper  letter  rne  fent  him.  Anna's 
eyes  filled  with  tears  as  Mrs.  Dalton  affectionately 
embraced  her  at  parting  ;  again  her  refolution 
wavered— when  cafting  her  eye  towards  the  win- 
dow, Ihe  faw  Collet's  lad  ;  that  inftant,  therefore 
was  the  criiis  cf  her  fate  5  no  time  muft  be  loft  in 
deliberation  •,  Ihe  threw  out  the  bundle,  and  re- 
commending herfelf  and  her  caufe  to  the  protec- 
tion of  heaven,  ftole  down,  unperceived,  through 
a  bark  door,  into  a  lane,  from  whence  a  foot-path 
crofled  a  field,  out  of  the  fight  of  the  houfe,  and 
led  to  the  high  road ;  at  the  ftile  Ihe  found  the 
lad  waiting  with  her  things,  and  in  half  a  minute 
the  ftage,  which  Collet  had  ordered  to  ftop  there, 
drew  up ;  fortunately  it  had  no  other  paflenger  ; 
flie  hnftily  got  into  it,  and  drawing  up  the  ftiutter, 
which  v/as  hrdf  wood  and  half  glafs,  took  breath. 

CHAP. 
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27v  Storm. 

X  N  the  firfl;  liurry  of  Anna's  fplrits,  flie  knew 
not  whether  to  lament  or  rejoice  at  the  fuecefs  of 
her  fcheme  ;  her  unfriended  fituation,  and  total 
ignorance  of  any  part  of  London,  but  that  Icaft 
eligible  for  her  to  be  feen  In,  or  any  one  perfon  to 
whom,  in  her  prefent  fituation,  (lie  could  properly 
apply>  fo  fliocked  her  imagination,  that  the  coach 
no  fooner  moved  oifthan  her  courage  failed;  fear 
and  apprehenficn  tempted  her  to  return  •,  fuppofe 
flie  went  to  Mrs.  Wellcrs  only  to  try  whether  a 
man,  who  had  brought  lier  up  with  his  own  chil- 
dren, could  really  be  fo  cx'uel,  fo  inhuman;  or 
whether  his  threats  were  not,  as  Mrs.  Dalton  faid, 
the  effects  of  paflion,  which  would  be  forgot  when 
that  was  over ;  at  word,  (lie  could  but  leave  the 
Hill  privately,  if  he  perfifted  in  his  demands. 

This  new  plan,  aided  by  the  recoiling  of  her 
imagination  at  the  dreary  profpe6t  before  her,  had 
well  nigh  been  adopted,  when  over  the  top  of  the 
fhutter,  as  flie  was  going  to  call  a  wlHiful  look  on 
the  place  (lie  had  left,  a  hackney  coach  paiTed,  in 
which  flie  plainly  faw  the  hated  vifage  of  I^ord 
Sutton  in  earned  conference  with  Dalton — a  fight 
fo  confirming  to  her  word;  fears,  turned  the  fcale  : 
fhe  threw  herfelf  on  her  knees,  to  thank  Heaven 
for  having  infpired  her  with  refolution  to  fly  from 
the  fnare  laid  for  her,  and  again  endeavoured  to 
think  of  fome  place,  where  die  might  be  for  the 
prefent,  fecure  from  the  evil  die  had  efcaped,  as 

well 
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well  as  thofe  to  which  HiC  might  be  ftill  liable  : 
after  turning  in  her  mind  every  polTible  means  of 
procuring  a  fafe  and  creditable  lodging,  Ihe  was 
obliged  to  leave  that  efTential  point  to  chance. 

It  wr.s  about  half  pad  fix  when  the  ftage  got  to 
Whitechapel ;  the  firft  ftand  they  Came  to,  (lie  de- 
fired  the  driver  to  call  her  a  hackney  coach,  and 
changed  her  vehicle  without  having  yet  determined 
where  to  ^o  ;  after  being  repeatedly  afked  by  the 
coachman  where  he  was  to  drive,  not  being  able 
to  recollecl:  any  other  place,  flie  anfwered  Wefl- 
minfler — "  Yv'eflminfler !"  repeated  the  man,  "  is 
"  a  large  place — you  may  as  Vv^ell  order  me  to  drive 
''  to  London — What  part  mud  I  go  to  r"  This 
queftion,  fim.ple  as  it  was,  confufcd  and  difturbed 
her  'f  after  fome  hefitation,  (he  anfwered  "  The 
"  Abbey." — The  man  mounted  his  box  and  drove 
ofF.  Every  ftep  thev  went  £:Ied  h:r  with  unfpeak- 
able  apprehenlions  they  iliould  foon  reach  their 
journey's  end  :  where  upon  earth  could  flie  go 
then,  whofe  existence  feemed  of  confequence  to  no 
creature  living  :  even  the  ilielter  of  an  hackney 
coach  had  a  degree  of  comfort  attending  it ;  yet  of 
that  flie  fhould  foon  be  deprived.  Every  bufy  face 
{he  pafied,  however  mean  their  appearance,  were 
objeils  whofe  fituations  were  in  comparifon  of 
herSj  enviable — They  had  a  home  j  they  had  con- 
nections ;  they  were  not  dellitute  of  the  endearing 
ties  of  blood  :  even  the  wretched  wanderer,  who 
knows  not  where  to  lay  his  head,  could  fhare  his 
miferies  with  parents,  children,  or  fom.e  kind  re- 
latives, who  would  feci  for,  if  they  could  not  re- 
lieve his  diflrefs.  In  the  midft  of  thofe  unfup- 
portable  reficclions,  it  began  to  thunder  and  lighten, 
the  rain  poured  in  torrents  from  the  heavens,  ajid 
the  coachman,  impatient  himfeif  to  obtain  flielter 
from  the  weather,  drove  on  at  a  furious  rate — 
Anna  was  naturally  terrified  at  thunder  •,  it  was  a 
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weaknefs  flie  was  particularly  fubjecfl  to  ;  but  at 
this  period,  the  terror  of  the  ftorm,  loft  in  the 
more  fliocking  fituation  of  her  mind,  was  not  at- 
tended to,  till  turning  the  corner  of  a  narrow 
ftreet,  which  the  coachman  had  chofcn  to  cut  the 
way  as  (hort  as  poffible,  one  of  the  hind  wheels 
flew  off  and  the  coach  inftantly  overturned:  pro- 
videntially flie  received  no  hurt,  but  what  was  the 
effeft  of  the  fright,  and  that  was  much  lefs  than  it 
would  have  been,  had  fuch  an  accident  happened 
to  her  in  lefs  diftrefled  circumftances. — People 
flocked  to  their  doors,  although  the  ftorm  continued 
ftill  too  violent  to  fuffcr  many  to  gratify  their  cu- 
riofity  by  crouding  round  the  broken  vehicle : 
however,  a  decent,  elderly  woman,  at  whofe  little 
fliop  window  hung  a  few  pair  of  gloves  and  ftock- 
ings,  together  with  fome  children's  (hoes  and  caps, 
opened  her  glafs  door  and  invited  our  heroine  in  ; 
Ihc  thankfully  accepted  her  civility,  and  was  con- 
ducted through  a  fmall  ftiop  into  a  fmaller  par- 
lour, where  fat  a  young  woman  in  mourning,  who 
very  good-naturedly  offered  her  chair,  and  affifted 
the  woman  of  the  fnop  In  her  civilities  :  the  tears 
of  Anna,  whofe  Inward  agitation  was  far  greater 
than  her  apparent  caufe,  were  no  longer  to  be 
reftrained  ;  ihe  wept  violently ;  and  having  given 
that  feafonable  vent  to  her  emotions  grew  more 
compofed.  The  firft  thing  that  then  llruck  her, 
was  the  bundle,  which  in  her  confufion  ftie  had 
forgot  to  take  out  of  the  coach,  but  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  vlllany  pra£llfed  conftantly  in  the 
metropolis,  v/Ithout  feeling  the  leaft  alarmed,  ftie 
now  dIreCled  her  attention  to  the  carriage. 

A  mob  had  by  this  time  furrounded  it,  the 
coachman  had  taken  off  the  horfes,  and  was  going, 
as  he  faid,  to  afk  his  maftcr's  dircQIons  about  the 
coach,  when  he  was  ftoppcd  to  give  an  account  of 

the 
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the  hdy*s  bundle :  the  man  either  had  not  feen  it, 
or  counterfeited  it  very  well,  for  he  diredly  re- 
turned and  fearched  every  part  in  and  about  the 
coarh,  without  fuccefs ;  it  was  not  to  be  found. 

When  this  unfortunate  circumllance  was  told 
Anna,  flie  adually  gafped  for  breath,  and  for  fome 
moments  her  countenance,  ever  expreffive  of  the 
feelings  of  her  heart,  looked  the  rnoft  poignant 
defpair.  A  watch,  tv/o  'guineas,  and  a  mourning 
ring,  was  her  whole  poflefTion — Without  a  fuigle 
change  of  any  fort,  a  friend  to  fpeak  to,  or  home 
to  receive  her,  (he  found  herfelf  very  much  indif- 
pofed ;  had  uncommon  pains  in  her  head  and 
limbs,  and  the  accumulating  misfortunes  that  fol- 
lowed her,  fo  affe^fled  her,  Ihe  thought  her  woes 
were  drawing  to  a  period — Not  able  to  ftand,  fhe 
funk  to  the  ground,  exclaiming,  God  be  merciful 
to  me !  What  is  to  come  next !  The  women  in 
vain  attempted  to  footh  and  pacify  her ;  the  agi- 
tation of  her  mind,  the  adventures  of  the  day,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  what  might  yet  happen  before 
the  clofe  of  it,  added  to  an  uncommon  heat  and 
drought,  which  increafed  every  moment,  induced 
her  v/illingly  to  accept  of  the  humane  offer  made 
her  by  Mrs.  Hughes  and  the  young  woman  I  men- 
tioned, to  lie  down  on  the  bed,  where  fhe  prefent- 
ly  fell  into  fo  found  a  lleep  it  was  not  eafy  to  awake 
her. 

The  hofpitable  women  gave  themfelves  no  other 
concern,  as  the  night  came  on,  about  their  gueft, 
than  what  the  idea  of  the  fufferings  of  the  friends 
of  fo  amiable  a  creature  on  her  (laying  out,  fug- 
gefted.  I  have  faid,  Anna's  countenance  always 
made  her  friends  ;  they  were  charmed  with  her 
looks  and  manner,  nor  could  they  refrain  as  (he 
lay  afleep,  admiring  the  beauty  of  her  perfon — 
Above  the  middling  clafs  they  were  fure  flie  was ; 
her  drefs  was  perfectly  genteel  and  good,  though 

plain, 
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plain,  it  was  indeed  the  very  CircafTian  defcribed 

by  Mifs  BIbins A  large  black  bonnet  and  cloak, 

a  morning  cap,  and  hair  quite  undrelfed,  half  hid 
the  elegance  of  her  figure,  when  flie  entered  the 
houfe;  but  when  thefe  were  removed,  (he  ap- 
peared, as  fhe  really  was,  a  moft  perfe6l 
creature. 

At  midnight  fhe  awoke ;  but  what  v/as  the  con- 
fternation  of  the  women  to  find  her  totally  infenfi- 
ble  to  every  thing  around  her,  and  burning  hot ; 
they  immediately  fent  for  a  neighbouring  apothe- 
cary, who  pronounced  her  in  a  fever  of  the  irrup- 
tive  kind. 

The  dillrefs  of  the  women  may  be  conceived, 
when  in  addition  to  the  fmall  hopes  he  gave  of  her 
recovery  to  fenfe,  before  the  turn  of  her  diforder, 
their  fearch,  which  was  made  in  his  prefence  into 
her  pockets,  left  them  in  entire  ignorance  of  her 
family,  friends,  and  connections — In  this  dread- 
ful ftate,  Providence  threw  our  heroine  on  the  be- 
nevolence of  people,  whofe  goodnefs  of  heart  and 
humane  difpofition  were  fuch,  that  power  only 
was  wanting  to  render  them  of  the  greatefl  benefit 
to  fociety. 

Mrs.  Hughes  was  a  young  widow,  whofe  con- 
cerns had  brought  her  to  I-ondon  for  a  few  weeks, 
and  had  accidentally  taken  that  lodging ;  flie  de- 
clared, flic  would  not  only  give  up  her  bed  to  tlie 
poor  flranger,  but  would  defray  the  expence  of 
her  illnefs :  the  woman  of  the  houfe  and  her 
daughter  agreed  alternately  to  nurfe  her,  and  the 
apothecary  engaged  his  conflant  attendance.  In 
this  Hate  of  infenfibility,  happy  to  her,  we  muft 
now  leave  our  heroine,  and  return  to  our  friends 
at  Lay  ton. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.      LI. 


A  noble  All /id  in  Dijlrefs. 

Vv  HEN  Dalton  went  out  in  the  morning, 
his  firft  aim  was  to  overtake  the  fervant  who  car- 
ried Anna's  anfwer  to  her  noble  lover  •,  rage  gave 
him  flrength,  and  between  walking  and  running, 
he  reached  the  manfioh  of  Lord  Sutton  within  one 
minute  after  the  man  got  admittance — The  next 
thing  was  re  endeavour  to  foften  the  hsrfh  ungrate- 
ful letter  his  Lordfhip  had  juft  received.  He  was 
fhewn  into  the  library,  where  he  found  that  flower 
of  nobility,  trying  to  hide  his  mortified  vanity  and 
anger,  under  the  appearance  of  contempt.  "  Very 
"  well,  Mr.  Parfon,"  faid  he,  with  the  open  letter 
in  his  hand,  "  upon  my  honour  this  fame  ward  of 
**  yours  does  you  infinite  credit."  "  My  Lord,  I 
'*  beg,  I  entreat  your  LordOiip,"  bowing  to  the 
very  ground — "  Oh,  pray  fay  no  more  ;  the  thing 
"  is  at  an  end  5  I  fliall  certainly  not  trouble  Mifs 
"  any  more :  yet," — fwearing  pretty  roundly,  "  a 
"  man  of  my  rank,  my  connexions,  my  fortune 
'*  and  figure  in  the  world,  to  be  refufed  by  a 
"  wench  with  not  a  fixpence — but  it  is  now  plain 
**  ihe  was  undone;  that  Welch  fellow  had  cer- 
*'  tainly  got  her ;  it  was  impoiTiblc  flie  could  elfe 
**  have  been  fo  blind  to  the  honour  he  had  done 

**  her  J  but  fhe  would  clearly  repent  it" "  That 

"  flie  (hall,  indeed  my  good  Lord,"  anfwered 
Dalton  ;  "  if  your  Lordlhip  gives  her  up,  (he  fhall 
"  rot  in  a  jail."  At  this  threat,  the  noble  munifi- 
cent countenance  of  the  peer  brightened  up :  he 

agreed, 
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agreed,  fne  deferved  no  favour  either  from  his 
good  friend  or  himfelf,  nor  fhould  (lie  find  any ; 
but  when  he  was  acquainted  with  what  had  pafled 
in  the  morning,  he  bhimed  Dalton  for  his  well- 
meant  zeal ;  wifely  concluding,  if  there  really  was 
a  connection  between  her  and  Edwin,  it  was  likely 
he  would  be  applied  to  by  her,  on  fuch  an  exi- 
gence :  however,  after  many  arguments  pro  and 
con,  it  was  determined  Dalton  fliould  fue  out  a 
writ  againft  Anna  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds;  and  take  dowp  an  officer,  in  order,  if 
circumftances  fliould  render  it  necefTary,  to  oblige 
her  to  return  with  him  to  town,  and  his  Lordfliip 
condefcended  to  be  of  the  party.  But  the  Power 
who  counterafts  the  deepefl-laid  fchemes,  render- 
ed this  ftep  the  means  of  difconcerting  the  whole 
matter;  for  had  they  not  been  met,  as  I  have  re- 
lated, by  our  heroine,  her  terror  at  the  flep  fhe 
had  taken,  would  have  certainly  carried  her  back, 
where  in  all  human  probability,  fhe  muft  at  lafl 
have  become  the  property  of  the  man  flie  mofl 
hated  on  earth. 

She  was  not  mifTed  when  they  arrived  at  the  vil- 
lage— In  order  to  avoid  any  alarm,  Dalton  and  his 
noble  companion  alighted  before  they  got  to  the 
houfe,  and  the  officer  was  dire6led  to  put  up  the 
coach  and  wait  at  the  King's  Head. 

Mrs.  Dalton  and  Peggy  were  at  tea,  when  this 
unexpecled  honour  dropped  in  on  them ;  grievous 
was  the  tale  they  had  to  relate — The  fhock  poor 
Anna  had  received  dwelt  too  ftrongly  on  Mrs. 
Dalton's  mind,  not  to  be  repeated  with  fincere 
diftrefs  ;  and  Lord  Sutton  was  warned  by  a  look 
from  the  hufband,  not  to  truft  her  with  any  more 
of  their  intentions  than  couid  be  avoided. 

Mortified  and  enraged,  as  was  that  nobleman, 
he  could  not  help  betraying  different  emotions, 
during  her  account  of  the  pitiable  fituation  of  his 

lovely 
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lovely  conquerefs,  to  find  himfelf,  and  what  was 
more,  his  fortune,  held  in  contempt,  at  the  fame 
moment  that  he  yet  adored  the  implacable  objeft, 
who  thus  dared  to  reject  his  love  and  fcorn  his 
power;  to  know  when  they  were  of  the  moft 
confequence  to  his  peace,  all  his  arts,  all  his  plau- 
fible,  his  ftudied  manoeuvres,  failed  in  their  ex- 
pelled efFe£t,  infli£led  on  him  a  fenfible  grief; 
and  the  idea  that  (he  who  occafioned  it  was  like- 
wife  miferable,  gave  him  a  malignant  pleafure  ; 
but  again,  when  fancy  brought  to  his  mental  view, 
the  lovely,  the  enchanting  maid,  her  in  whom  all 
his  wifhes  centered,  torn  with  anguifli,  finking 
with  diftrefs  and  fear ;  feehngs  of  tendernefs,  ut- 
ter ftrangers  before  to  his  callous  heart,  foftened 
and  unmanned  him ;  equally  unable  to  bear  fenfa- 
tions  fo  new,  or  to  exifl  under  the  torture  of 
fufpence,  he  defired  to  fee  her,  and  begged 
Mrs.  Dalton  to"  aflure  her  it  fhould  be,  if  Ihe 
wiflied  it,  the  lafl  time  he  would  trouble  her. 

She  went  up  flairs,  but  returned  in  a  fecond 
with  a  look  of  confternation,  and  told  them  Anna 
was  not  there. 

What,  was  fhe  fo  foon  recovered,  was  flie  out  ? 
Oh,  faid  Dalton,  I'll  roufe  her  I'll  warrant  you ; 
and  going  up  called  loudly  on  her  name  at  every 
ftep ;  in  fhort  the  apartments,  the  garden,  and 
environs  were  all  fearched ;  no  Anna  was  to  be 
found.  *'  Well,  it  was  very  fly,  Peggy  faid,  but 
**  fhe  was  undoubtedly  gone  to  Mrs.  Wellers." 
She  was  difpatched  to  inquire — (he  had  not  been 
there — that  lady  went  early  to  town  and  was  not 
returned. 

A  general  council  was  now  called,  and  inquiries 
made  in  the  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Bcntly's  part- 
ing words  were  overheard  by  Peggy — flie  would 
lay  her  life  Anna  was  gone  to  the  Abbey.  Ano- 
ther meffenger  was  fent  there,  and  returned  unfuc- 

cefsfuL 
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cefsful.  Lord  Sutton  could  not  think  of  going 
home  on  that  uncertainty,  though  his  heart  funk 
within  him,  and  jealoufy  was  among  the  new  and 
comfortable  iimiates  of  his  bofom. 

Late  in  the  evening,  a  meffage  was  brought 
from  Mrs.  Wellers  defiring  to  fee  Mifs  Manfel  in 
the  morning ;  they  avoided  giving  the  fervant  a 
hint  of  her  abfence,  at  the  requeft  of  Lord  Sutton, 
whofe  pride  was  gratified  in  the  fuperior  notice 
taken  of  her  he  fo  ardently  wifhed  to  call  his  own. 
He  (laid  there  that  night,  but  without  even  laying 
down,  and  refpe£l  obliged  the  family  to  accom- 
pany him. 

The  morning  brought  him  no  fatisfaftion  ;  and 
the  anxiety  of  his  foul  fo  afFe<^ed  his  health,  and 
lowered  his  fpirits,  as  rendered  him  an  obje6t  truly 
deplorable ;  he  defired  fome  tea,  and  ordered  the 
coach  to  convey  him  home. 


CHAP.      LIL 


Candid  Concliifious. 

W  HILE  the  tea  was  getting  ready,  Mrs. 
Wellers,  having  heard  fome  rumour  of  the  elope- 
ment, which  was  confirmed  by  Anna's  not  coming 
to  her  appointment,  walked  down  to  Dalton's  :  as 
fhe  had  no  knowledge  of  Lord  Sutton's  perfon,  and 
either  that  was  not  an  emblem  of  his  rank  and  dig- 
nity, or  fhe  was  fo  flupid  as  not  to  obferve  it :  her 
eyes  bruflied  flightly  over  him  to  Mrs.  Dalton, 
whofe  looks  plainly  fpoke  her  want  of  reft,  and 
difturbcd  mind,  flac  alked  after  Mifs  Manfel. 

Mrs.  Dalton 
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INIrs.  Dalton  burft  into  tears ;  her  apprehenfions 
were  fecret  but  difmal,  and  (he  dreaded  every  rap 
at  the  door  would  fatally  confirm  the  fad  prefage 
her  mind  had  formed  ;  her  hufband,  who  now  faw 
the  matter  would  become  the  talk  of  the  place, 
thought  to  make  the  beft  of  it,  by  faying  they  had 
a  few  words,  and  Mifs  Manfel  had  left  them  in  a 
huff.  Mrs.  Wellers  fighed,  but  made  no  com- 
ments on  either  fide ;  after  a  little  infignificant 
chat,  flie  took  her  leave  ;  it  was,  fo  much  had  fhe 
been  influenced  in  favour  of  Anna;  painfu.1  to  her 
to  encounter  the  furmifes  and  hints,  fhe  knew 
would  employ  the  whole  village  ;  flie  could  fay 
nothing  in  vindication  of  her  favourite,  and  it  was 
irkfom^  to  her,  to  hear  condemned  a  young  crea- 
ture who  had  made  fo  great  an  intereft  in  ^l^er 
eileem  in  fo  fhort  a  time ;  fhe,  therefore,  took  the 
field  way  home ;  where,  when  fhe  arrived 
Mr.  Bently  was  waiting  for  her.  "  Why,  Miidam 
*'  Wellers,"  faid  he  eagerly,  "  your  little  friend 
*'  is  naught  at  laft;  fhe  is  gone  off,  it  feems. 
'^  Well,  well,  I  have  been  deceived  by  man  and 
**  betrayed  by  v/oman ;  and  fince  this  girl,  whofe 
"  looks  carried  the  innocence  of  infancy  into  the 
'*  maturity  of  beauty,  has  Hkewife  impofed  on  my 
'^  hopes,  by  a  falfe  appearance,  I  will  no  more  be 
**  a  dupe  to  my  own  wilhes,  but.  Madam,  can  you 
**  fay  nothing  for  her ;  will  your  candour  give  her 
*'  up  ?  Do  fay  fomething — for  the  credit  of  hu- 
"  man  nature,  do — fay  this  is  a  curfed  fcandalous 
"*'  place — that  the  girl  is  ill  ufed,  and  that  flie 
''  is  under  your  protection  •, — for  the  love  of 
"  God,  do." 

"  I  wifh,  Mr.  Bently,"  anfwered  the  good  wo- 
man, "  I  could  v/ith  truth,  fay  all  you  wjfh  in  her 
«  favour." 

"  What,  you  can't  then  ?  and  (he  is  not  gone 
**  to  your  fon's  ?  Curfed  be  the  arts  that  feduced 

"  the 
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*'  the  falreft  work  of  heaven ;  but  it  is  quite  over, 
*^  can  nothing  be  done  to  fave  or  to  reclaim  her  ? 
"  Half  my  fortune  would  I  this  moment  give  to 
"  have  her  now  fitting  at  your  right  hand  in  in- 
"  nocence  and  honour." 

Mrs.  Wellers,  whofe  foul  fraught  with  every 
virtue  of  humanity,  and  all  her  fex's  foftnefs  about 
it,  and  whofe  attachment  to  Anna  had  been  as 
pleafing  as  (Irong,  was  afFefbed  beyond  expreflion 
.It  the  earneftnefs  of  the  generous  Bently;  flic 
dropped  a  tear  which  infe61:ed  her  companion. 

At  this  moment  a  Mrs.  Wilfon  was  announced  5 
this  perfon  was  formerly  a  fervant  in  the  family, 
married  the  coachman,  and  was  at  this  period  mif- 
trefs  of  the  inn  heretofore  defcribed  •,  flie  was  an  old 
maid  when  ftie  entered  the  holy  pale,  was  then, 
and  dill  continued,  a  woman  of  that  volubility,  and 
third  of  knowledge,  few  things  pafled  in  the  village 
fhe  was  not  acquainted  with,  either  in  the  public 
or  private  tranfa^tions  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  fewer 
ft  ill  flie  did  not  repeat  with  her  own  comments  and 
additions.  She  knew  Madam  Wellers  was  very 
fond  of  the  girl  at  the  Methodift  Parfon's,  though 
fhe  had  not  taken  half  the  notice  of  a  niece  of  her's 
flie  had  recommended  to  fucceed  in  her  place ;  her 
>'natural  love  of  goiTip  was  therefore  incrcnfed  by 
two  motives,  one  was,  a  defire  of  fliewing 
Mrs.  AVellers  how  ill-judged  her  partiality  was; 
the  other,  a  bit  of  revenge,  for  her  prefuming  to 
take  a  young  perfon  into  greater  favour  than  her 
aforefaid  niece;  fhe  flill  continued  to  wafli  her 
miilrefs'^  laces*,  the  excufe  for  this  morning's  call, 
was  to  know  if  fhe  wanted  anything  done,  and 
before  an  anfwer  could  be  given,  aiked  if  flie  had 
heard  the  news  ? 

Mrs.^Vellersguefled  it  refpccSted  Anna,  and  not 
being  under  any  reftraint  with  this  woman,  an- 

Vol.  II.  C  fvvered 
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fwered  in  the  negative,  and  bid  her  repeat  what  {\\c 
had  heard  : 

"  AV^hy,  dear  me,  ma'am,  that  young  body  at 
"  parfon  Dalton's  has  {hewn  her  cloven  foot  at 
"  laft ',  in  good  earned  fhe  is  gone  off  with  the 
>*  gentleman,  he  who  ufed  you  fo  ill,  Sir,"  curt- 
fying  to  Bently  :  "  what  a  pity  it  was  you  was  fo 
"  deceived  in  her — every  bodv  wondered  how  it 
"  could  be." 

"  That  fhe  is  gone,"  faid  Mrs.  Wellers,  "  I 
"  believe,  but  not  with  any  gentleman."  "  Ah 
*'  law,  ma'am,  well,  to  be  fure,  it's  vaftly  good 
^^  in  you ;  but  Indeed  'tis  a  great  pity.  Dr.  Parker's 
"  old  groom  lives  with  him,  and  he  told  my  huf* 
''  band  and  I  no  longer  than  yefterday,  what  a 
*'  fine  beautiful  lady  his  wife  is,  and  a  power  of 
*'  m^oney  fhe  brought  him  ;  for  my  part,  I  think 
*'  it  a  fhame  fuch  fluts  are  fuffered  to  live,  I  would 
'*  have  them  burnt  alive., '  There  was  he  in  a 
*'  horfeman's  great  coat,  and  Tom  out  of  his  11- 
**  very ;  I  hardly  knew  him,  I  am  fure,  waiting 
*'  and  peeping  about  at  our  houfe,  till  he  got  her 
''  ofFj  but  it  will  come  home  to  the  hulTy,  that's  a 
"  fure  thing."  . 

Mrs. '  AVellers  was  aftonifhed — Mr.  Bently 
quefticned  her  over  and  over ;  fhe  varied  not ;  in- 
deed there  was  little  room  for  variation,  as  it  was 
literally  true.  Mr.  Edwin  having  fent  his  valet  to 
reconnoitre,  and  hearing  by  him  that  Anna  walked 
alone  to  the  hill,  watched  for  that  opportunity  of 
following  and  fpeaking  to  her  •,  her  fudden  illnefs 
reached  Mrs.  Y/ilfon,  and  fhe,  according  to  cuf'- 
tom,  fet  it  going  :  Edwin  was  foon  informed  of  an 
accident  that  rendered  his  journey  a  fruitlefs  one, 
neverthelefs  he  waited,  till  by  the  fame  channel  of 
intelligence  he  heard  of  her  recovery,  and  then  re- 
turned to  London.  Mr.  Bently  groaned,  and 
beat  a  ta-too  with  his  oaken  towel ;  Mrs.  Wellers 

was 
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was  loO:  in  thought,  when  Dr.  Collet  made  his  ap- 
pearance ;  and  Wilfon  was  ordered  to  wait  in  the 
kitchen. 

In  the  aflillance  given  our  heroine,  Dr.  Collet 
had  been  wholly  acSluated  by  the  divine  impulfe  of 
humanity  and  compa^hon;  he  had  not  at  the  time 
fufTered  a  thought  of  the  propriety,  or  even  the  le- 
gality of  the  a61:  to  intervene  between  his  philan- 
thropy and  his  prudence ;  he  had  folemnly  en- 
gaged to  put  his  feal  on  her  effed^s ;  but  it  had  not 
occurred  to  him  it  was  proper  he  fliould  know  her 
motives  for  the  defperate  itep  flie  was  taking  •,  he 
had  promifed  young  Herbert  to  watch  all  her  TtSii- 
ons,  and  yet  had  afiifted  her  to  move  out  of  his  know- 
ledge ;  thofe  things  confi-dered,  he  was  out  of  hu- 
mour with  his  own  condu£^  i  and  having  mufed  on 
the  part  it  now  became  him  to  aft,  till  bewildered 
in  his  ideas,  he  walked  to  the  hill  to  communicate 
the  whole  tranfaftion,  and  to  take  Mrs.  Wellers* 
advice  and  opinion  on  it.  Mr.  Bently  and  the  lady 
were  at  firft  barely  attentive,  but  the  (lory  foon 
made  interefted  auditors,  when  it  was  concluded : 
"  then,"  cried  Mr.  Beiitly  with  tranfport,  "  fhe 
"  is  not  at  laft  gone  with  that  puppy,  and  (he 
"  was  willing  to  give  up  her  finery  to  pay  her 
"  debt$  ?  Poor  girl,  though  given  by  a  friend  who 
"  loved  her  too  !  Ah,  lovely  girl,  thou  wilt  find 
*^  many  I  fear,  who  will  fupply  that  lofs,  love  \ 
"  Yes,  the  lion  loves  the  lamb  todeftroy  it  ;  but  it 
"  fliall  be  thine  own  fault,  if,  whether  now  inno- 
"  cent  or  guilty,  thy  future  fteps  lead  not  to  ho- 
"  nour  and  peace."  Mrs.  Wellers'  firft  impref- 
flons  at  hearing  Collet's  relation,  were  thofe  of  joy ; 
but  when  ilie  laid  every  circumftance  together, 
there  appeared  nothing  in  her  application  to  the 
doctor,  for  his  affdlance,  to  clear  her  from  the 
fufpicion  of  going  with  Edwin  ;  that,  and  the 
manner  of  her  departure,  at  the  inftant  flie  knew 
C  2  inquiries 
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inquiries  were  making  into  her  character,  Was  ra- 
ther a  confirmation  of  the  worit,  and,  indeed,  was 
one  ftrong  reafou  why  he  was  diflatisfied  at  his  own 
conduct,  which  appeared,  on  refledlion,  rather  an 
a6l  of"  weaknefs  than  humanity.  Not  fo,  Mr. 
Bently,  he  was  obftinately  bent  on  retaining  every 
favourable  impreffion  of  her,  and  fo  peevilli  at  the 
lead  hint  that  tended  to  fet  any  part  of  her  conduct 
in  a  bJameable  hght,  that  Mrs.  Weller  fuffered  him 
to  depart  without  acquainting  him,  as  fhe  did  the 
do6lor,  with  all  her  reafons  for  fearing  the 
.worft. 
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CHAP.     LIII. 


French  Policy. 


H  E  N  we  left  the  Edwin  family,  it  was  not 
with  the  mofl  favourable  ideas  of  the  {lability 
of  their  friendfhips,  or  the  confiftency  of  their 
condu£l. 

Frajan  had  ftrong  reafons  to  fear,  as  well  as  to 
hate  Anna.  No  fooner  had  fhe  fhut  each  avenue  of 
kindnefs  to  her  at  Melmoth  Lodge,  than,  infatiate 
in  avarice  as  revenge,  (he  began  to  confider  how,  in 
every  point  of  view,  the  innocent  girl's  ruin  could 
be  turned  moll  to  her  intereO. ;  half  the  money  Mrs. 
Melmoth,  by  defire  of  the  Colonel,  had  ordered, 
flie  put  into  her  own  purfe  j  void  of  principle,  mo- 
defty  or  common  honefly,  it  was  not  to  be  expelled 
the  amiable  governante  would  lofe  any  opportunity 
of  blackening  the  chara6ler  of  a  young  creature  fhe 
had  fo  deeply  injured,  and  whofe  return  to  favour 
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would  difcover  her  fraud  and  iniquity  :  o.ne  enor- 
mous aft  of  wickednefs  too  often  is  fucceedcd  by 
another  ;  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs,  or  nccefiitated 
to  conceal  the  pad,  the  progrefllon  of  vice,  after 
the  firfl:  plunges,  becomes  not  only  eafy,  but  conveni- 
ent :  Madame  Frajan  wanted  not  thcle  inducements  j 
the  money  was  already  her  own,  fome  point  lace 
of  Mrs.  Melmoth's  became  next  a  temptation,  too 
invitingly  in  her  way  to  be  refifled  -,  Aima  was 
cnTployed  in  looking  it  over  the  morning  of  her 
difmilhon  from  the  Lodge.  It  was  very  elegant 
and  valuable,  but  had  it  been  ten  times  more  fo, 
Mrs.  Melmoth  vv'ould  not  have  thcuglit  of  demand- 
ing it  of  our  heroine  before  her  departure.  In  a  few 
days,  however,  the  lace  was  inquired  after;  the 
houfe  was  fearched  from  top  to  bottom  j  it  was  no 
where  to  be  found, — it  vvas  certainly  ftole  :  Frajan 
infilled  on  having  her  trunks  and  drawers  examin- 
ed, although,  Vleri  jnerci',  fhe  had  heretofore  been 
truiled  with  jev/els  to  the  value  of  thoufands,  and 
could  have  her  character  attefted  by  fome  of  the 
fu-ft  Englifh  ladies;  but  as  it  had  been  her  misfor- 
tune to  be  c(^.mpanloned  in  tlie  manner  flie  had 
fmce  her  refidcnce  at  the  Lodge,  not  only  her 
trunks  but  her  perfon  mull  be  fearched :  in  this 
reafonable  requcll  Mrs.  Melmoth  begged  flie  might 
by  all  means  be  indulged.  No  lace  could  be 
found  ;  and  the  child,  on  whom  the  wind,  a  few 
months  before,  was  not  fuffered  to  blow  too 
roughly ;  in  whofe  bofom  vice  of  any  kind  had 
not  found  a  place,  v/as  branded  as  a  thief.  Mr. 
Melmoth's  affairs  were  in  too  much  confufion  to 
fuffer  him  to  attend  to  the  chit-chat  of  his  houfe ; 
and  his  wife's  credulity  laid  her  too  open  to  the  ar- 
tifices of  Frajan  :  flic  was  the  eafier  duped  by  her, 
as  the  (lory  got  abroad,  and  was  implicitly  believed 
at  Adiby  Grove.  Colonel  Gorget  protefted  it  was 
what  he  expeded  :  that  gallant  veteran,  though  he 
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had  not  a  doubt  about  who  had  really  got  the  lace, 
was  pleafcd  to  encourage  any  report  that  would 
add  to  the  difgrace  of  the  poor  orphan,  and  for  ever 
bar  each  paiTage,  humanity  and  regret  might  elfe 
have  opened,  for  her  re-entrance  to  favour  at  Mel- 
moth  Lodge. 

Thus,  firfh  among  the  fervants,  then  in  the  vil- 
lage, from  thence  into  every  gentleman's  in  the 
vicinity,  from  them  to  the  next  market  town,  and 
fo  over  the  county  by  degrees,  a  lamentable  ftory 
of  Mrs.  Melmoth's  robbery,  and  by  whom,  was 
circulated,  and  univerfally  believed ;  with  this  fim- 
ple  addition,  the  one  fuit  of  point  was  magnified 
into  three,  to  which  were  added  fome  jewels  of 
great  value. 

This  tale  at  laft  coming  to  Mr.  Melmoth's  ears, 
greatly  accelerated  the  difcharge  of  Frajan ;  he 
turned  her  out  of  the  houfe  the  inftant  he  heard  it, 
declaring  he  fhould  as  foon  fufpeiSl  his  own  child  of 
being  difhoneft  as  Anna. 

On  Frajan's  return  to  London,  fhe  found  her 
friend  the  Colonel  in  defpair  of  recovering  the  fu- 
gitive Anna,  but  very  civil  to  her,  though  unable 
to  procure  her  admiffion  into  any  other  genteel  fa- 
mily; and  Lady  Waldron,  being  at  that  time  paft 
fear  of  any  difcovery  in  the  power  of  her  jilk  de 
chamhre  to  make,  having  been  unfortunately  inter- 
rupted, in  a  very  interelling  tete  a  tete  with  her 
own  footman,  by  the  perfon  moil  concerned  in 
the  difcovery,  namely,  ber  lord,  neceflity  obliged 
the  accompliihed  French  woman  to  lower  her 
views ;  and  (he  afterwards  filled  the  feveral  ftati- 
ons  of 

Figure-dancer  at  the  play  houfe, 

Bar-maid  at  an  inn. 

Sultana  to  the  mafter  of  a  flrolling  puppet- 
fl:iow, 

Teacher  at  a  boarding-fchool,  and 

Houfekeeper 
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Houfekeeper  to  a  fmgle  gentleman  frifeur,  from 
whom  (lie  had  received  notice  to  provide  herfelf, 
at  the  time  her  ennobled  patron  formed  the  defign 
of  giving  the  Coup  de  Grace  to  his  fortune,  carry- 
ing off,  in  his  fifty-fixth  year,  an  heirefe  under, 
twenty-one. 

Lord  Sutton  was  introduced  to  Lady  Edwin  and 
her  daughter,  at  a  fafhionable  ailembly,  where  he 
was  an  invited  gueft.  The  riches  of  the  Edwins 
were  exaggerated  by  the  world :  the  ceconomy  of 
their  well-rerulated  expences  enabled  them  to  do 
fo  many  benevolent,  and  even  magnificent  things, 
and  their  payments  of  all  kinds  were  fo  pu)idl:ual, 
that,  ample  as  was  their  fortune,  fame  doubled  it: 
the  antient  and  honourable  houfe  of  Trevanicn 
was  likewifc  univerfally  known  and  acknowledg- 
ed ;  they  were  the  fir  (I  w  omen  at  the  a{rem43!y, 
and  his  pride  attached  him  to  their  party  during 
the  eveningi  The  weak  fide  of  Lady  Edwin  was 
family  pride  ;  of  her  daughter,  perfonul  vanity : 
Lord  Sutton's  lludy  was  woman's  weaknefs,  and 
his  triumph  their  folly  :  he  made  fo  good  a  ufe  of 
his  penetration,  that  he  received  from  Lady  Edwin 
a  general  invitation  to  Grofvenor-fquare. 

There,  in  his  frequent  vifits,  he  faw  his  way  to 
Cecilia ;  he  artfully  exhibited  his  own  riches  as  a 
temptation,  whereby  he  might  poflefs  liimfelf  of 
hers ;  he  foon  became  enamoured,  he  adored,  he 
died  for  her ;  and  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  obtain 
her  permifTion,  to  apply  to  her  parents  for  their 
confent  to  his  felicity :  but  Welch  obfllnacy  was 
not  to  be  fubdued  by  Irifli  fraud  •,  for  though  he 
had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  every  memorable  event 
in  Lady  Edwin's  family,  though  he  knew  the  par- 
ticulars of  all  the  battels  in  which  her  ancellors 
had  diftinguiflied  themfelves ;  and  he  had  the 
princely  Llcwellins,  the  heroic  Tudors,  and  the 
valiant  Hughs,  of  her  race,  at  his  finger's  end,  it 

would 
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would  not  clear,  from  his  own  genealogy,  the  blot 
of  Gorget. 

The  Ion  of  an  Irifh  adventurer  marry  into  the 
family  of  Trevanion  !  the  offer  was  not  fimply  re- 
jected, it  was  an  infult ;  Lady  Edwin  would  not 
hear  it  mentioned  j  fhe  fhould  blufli  to  look  on  the 
bufts  of  her  progenitors  after  fo  ignominious  an 
a{X :  all  (he  could  be  prevailed  on,  and  that  with 
gic^t  difficuhy,  was  to  conceal  her  indignation, 
and  put  a  negative  on  Lord  Sutton's  propofal,  with- 
out affigning  any  particular  reafon. 

Mortifying  as  this  rejecflion  was,  he  concealed 
the  rancour  it  occafioned :  the  pride  of  Lady  Ed- 
wnn  fhimulated  his  own ;  hers  could  not  be  greater 
than  his;  the  difference  was,  hers  was  founded  on 
a  real  grandeur  of  foul,  that  valued  the  virtues  as 
much  as  the  honour  of  her  anceftors,  and  piqued 
herfelf  in  equally  fupporting  both;  his  was  the 
poor  boaft  of  riches  accumulated  with  difgrace, 
and  wickednefs  crowned  with  fuccefs.  Not  de- 
fpairing  of  bringing  the  daughter  to  avenge  his 
caiife  on  the  mother,  he  affefted  to  fubmit  with 
refpe6t  and  patience  to  a  fentence  which  robbed 
him,  he  fwore  to  Mifs  Edwin,  of  more  than  life. 
Like  a  philofopher,  while  he  laid  a  plan  to  under- 
mine parental  authority ;  like  himfelf,  with  a 
guarded  caution,  he  continued  his  footing  in  the 
family,  paying  his  devoirs  at  the  flirine  of  vanity 
and  folly,  affiduoufly  improving  every  oppor- 
tunity of  ingratiating  himfelf  into  the  young  lady's 
favour. 

Mifs  Edwin  began  to  grow  extremely  tired  of 
reftraint,  though  Ihie  had  as  little  as  mofl  ladies  of 
the  age,  in  her  purfe,  her  drefs,  and  her  vifitprs  ; 
but  the  dignity  of  virtue,  and  the  regular,  ho- 
nourable fyftem  of  conduct  adopted  by  her  pa- 
rents, forbade  the  dear  flirtation,  the  polite  free- 
dom   of    fome    part    of    the    beau    monde;     a 
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married  lover,  for  Inflance,  Lady  Edwin  would 
have  fliuddercd  to  have  feen  her  daughter  fmile 
upon ;  a  known  libertine  flie  admitted  not 
within  her  doors  ;  and  all  coquetry  flie  utterly 
defpifed. 

How  much  more  delightful,  then,  to  figure 
away  ae  Ladv  Sutton,  accountable  to  none  for  her 
acElions :  as  to  the  old  lord,  it  would  be  enough 
for  him  to  have  the  honour  of  fo  fine  a  creature  to 
bear  his  name,  fpend  his  fortune,  and  at  times^ 
when  no  more  agreeable  engagements  offered,  to 
prefide  at  his  table,  without  his  prefuming  to  in- 
terfere in  her  conducfl. 

She  had  nearly  brought  herfelf  to  liften  to  his 
propofals  of  elopement,  when  her  journey  to  Bed- 
fordfliire  fufpended  his  operations  ;  but,  like  a  wife 
general,  liord  Sutton  took  care  to  have  a  friend  m 
the  garrifon,  in  the  perfon  of  Madame  Frajan, 
whom  he  procured  to  wait  on  the  young  lady  •,  and 
at  the  time  they  returned  to  town  all  was  ready  for 
the  lalt  ftep ;  he  was  to  figh,  fwear,  and  vow  j 
Frajan  to  plead  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  pleafure  j 
when  vengeance,  in  the  form  of  an  angel,  flopped 
his  career. 

Concluding,  as  I  faid  before,  that  Anna  was  re- 
ally the  daughter. of  Mrs.  Melmoth,  and  quite  out 
of  his  reach,  the  defpair  of  again  meeting  her  had 
conquered  the  violence  of  his  appetite,  w  ithout  ef- 
facing from  his  heart  the  impreilion  of  her  beauty ; 
Anna  Dakon  was  often  prefcnt  to  his  imagination ; 
lier  opening  charms  recurred  to  his  memory,  and 
excited  defire,  when  nothing  elfe  could. 

When,  therefore,  this  trufly  confidant  brought 
him  the  news  of  her  re-appearance,  and  that,  in  a 
fituation  to  warrant  a  renewal  of  his  former 
hopes ;  the  journey  to  Scotland,  the  riches,  nor 
the  family  of  Mifs  Edv/in,  had  any  longer  attrac- 
tions :  he  liberallv  revs'ardcd  his  intelligencer,  and 
C   ^  "  fent 
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fent  her  home  with  full  Inflruclions  for  her 
conducl:,  and  a  prornife  of  reward  for  her  future 
fervices. 

After  reckoning  the  moments  till  ten  o'clock,  he 
repaired  to  Lady  Edwin's  alTembly ;  where  the  firfV 
fight  of  Anna,  drove  every  other  thought  of  wo- 
man out  of  his  head ;  his  heart  became  a  willing 
victim  to  the  mature  lovelinefs  of  the  child  he  had 
followed  with  his  unhallowed  wifhes ;  every  glance 
of  her  eye,  every  turn  of  her  countenance,  and 
every  gefture,  gave  him  emotions,  both  of  love 
and  fear ;  he  fat,  indeed,  by  Mifs  Edwin ;  he  at- 
tempted at  compliment  to  her,  but  his  looks,  his 
admiratian,  and  his  paffion,  were  all  dire6led  to 
Anna  ;  and  his  hopes  now  refted,  with  anxious 
eagernefs  on  the  afliftance  of  Frajan,  whom  he  fent 
a  billet  to  before  he  left  the  houfe. 

The  envy  and  jealoufy,  which  had  banifhed 
from  Mifs  EdMnn's  mind,  every  kind  thought  of 
the  young  perfon  fhe  had  once  honoured  with  her 
friendfhip  and  correfpondence,  was  increafcd  by 
her  obfervation  of  the  looks  dire6led  from  her  no- 
ble lover  to  Anna;  pride,  in  this  cafe,  was  as 
ilrong  an  excitement  to  hatred  and  diflike,  as  in- 
clination in  that  of  Herbert ;  yet  the  rancour  of 
her  difpo/ition  muft  have  recoiled  on  herfelf,  had 
not  her  good  fortune  furnifhed  her  with  fo  refpec- 
table  an  airifl:ant  as  Madame  Frajan.  After  our 
heroine  retired  from  the  drawing-room,  and  the 
afTembly  broke  up,  Cecilia  begged  an  audience  of 
Sir  William  and  Lady  Edwin. 

She  began  v/ith  great  afFe£led  humility,  to  alk 
their  forgivenefs,  for  what  had  pafled  in  the  morn- 
ing, alledging  her  natural  warmth  of  temper,  and 
her  vexation  at  feeing  fo  very  unworthy  a  perfon 
held  in  fuch  efteem  in  their  family.  Lady  Edwin 
coloured,  and  rifmg  haftily  was  going  out  of  the 
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room,  when  Cecilia  threw  herfelf  at  her  feet,  and 
alked  only  to  be  heard. 

Sir  William  doated  on  his  children,  and  this 
foftnefs  and  humility  in  his  daughter,  fo  unufual, 
and  fo  unexpected,  might  have  got  from,  him  half 
his  eftate,  had  that  been  the  objcdl:  in  purfuit :  he 
intreated  his  lady  to  hear  his  dear  girl,  and  raifmg 
her  in  his  arms,  bid  her  fpeak,  aituring  her  of  all- 
a  parent's  fondelt  love  could  do  to  make  her  happy. 
A  well-timed  flood  of  tears  completed  the  triumph 
of  the  artful  daughter  over  her  guilelefs  parents. 
Lady  Edwin  was  re-feated,  and  Cecilia,  after  a 
decent  time  taken  to  re-compofe  her  features,  dc- 
fired  her  woman  might  be  admitted,  who  could 
acquaint  them  of  fomething  in  Anna  Manfel's  cha- 
radler,  which  would  convince  them  of  the  little 
]iretenfions  flie  could  have  to  the  rank  fhe  held  in 
their  family. 

Sir  AVilliam  wiflied  to  do  without  a  French  evi- 
dence ;  but  his  daughter  perfifled,  and  Frajan  wa^ 
ordered  in. 

The  account  given  by  her  of  Anna,  was,  that 
when  flie  refided  in  Mr.  jNIelmoth's  houfe,  in  qua- 
lity of  governefs  to  her  children,  the  pcrfon  who 
now  had  the  honour  of  being  companion  to  Lady 
Edwin,  lived  there,  having  been  taken  off  the  pa- 
riOi  by  Mrs.  Mclmoth  ;  that  llie  had  ungratefully 
returned  then:  charity,  by  every  fpecles  of  ill  be- 
haviour, and  had  at  laft  robbed  her  benefa(fl:refs  j 
that  flie  was  then  fent  away  to  her  j)arochial  fet- 
tlement,  fince  v/hich  flie  had  not  heard  of  or  even 
(een  her  irom  that  time  (three  or  four  years  ago) 
till  this  morni.ig,  when  Ihe  was  no  lefs  furprifed  to 
m(^et  her  in  her  prefent  fituation,  than  to  hear  her 
addrefled  by  the  name  of  Manfel,  her  real  one  being 
Dalton. 

This  (Iroke,  pre-concerted  between  her  and- 
Cecilia,  had  its  effeO^ ;  fhame  and  furprize  were 
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blended  in  Lady  Edwin's  countenance  ;  fhe  pro 
feiTed  (he  wanted  faith ;  her  fifter,  INIrs.  Herbert, 
had  recommended  her  to  them — Was  fhe  certain 
as  to  her  perfon  as  well  as  facts? 

"  Lord  Sutton,  Madam,  is  Mrs.  INTelmoth's 
**  near  relation ;  he  was  at  the  Lodge  when  the 
"  affair  happened,  and  will,  I  dare  fay,  tonfirm 
"  my  account."  "  So  you  fee,  Madam,"  faid 
Mifs  Edwin,  "  you  have  not  only  taken  a  beggar, 
"  a  thief,  and  impoftor,  into  your  favour  and 
"  confidence,  but  you  have  adlually  introduced 
**  her  to  your  circle,  and  made  her  the  companion 
"  of  your  children." 

The  forrow  and  mortification  this  account  of 
Anna  gave  Lady  Edwin,  was  at  thofe  reproofs, 
changed  to  anger  and  refentment ;  fhe  fent  a  card 
to  Lord  Sutton,  to  afk,  if  he  had  known  Anna 
Dalton  at  Melmoth  Lodge  ?  If  flie  was  difcharged 
from  thence  on  ill  behaviour  ?  If  her  honefty  was 
doubted  ?  And  finally,  if  the  young  perfon  who 
prefided  at  her  aflembly  under  the  name  of  Manfel, 
was  the  fame. 

Th  e  Answer. 

"  liOrd  Sutton's  beft  compliments  to  Lady  Ed- 
^'  win ;  aflbres  her,  it  is  with  infinite  reluctance 
^*  he  anfwers  the  queries  contained  in  her  card, 
"  but  hopes,  as  the  girl  was  very  young  when 
"  Lord  S.  knew  her,  time,  and  fuch  great  favour 
"  ihewn  her  by  a  perfon  of  Lady  Edwin's  rank, 
*'  may  have  worked  a  change  in  her  difpofition. 

"  Lord  Sutton  did  know  Anna  Dalton  at  Mel- 
*'  moth  Lodge — fhe  certainly  was  not  difcharged 
*'  for  her  goodnefs — her  honefly  was  indeed  much 
**  fufpeCled — fhe  is  the  fame  perfon  that  lives  with 
*<  Lady  Edwin  as  companion." 

The 
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The  moment  this  card  was  delivered  to  Lady 
Edwin,  fhc  wrote  to  Mrs.  Herbert,  the  letter 
which  Anna  was,  as  I  have  faid  before,  ordered 
to  deliver,  feverely  reproaching  her,  for  intro- 
ducing into  fo  antient  and  honourable  a  family,  a 
perfon,  whofe  origin  and  actions  were  a  difgrace 
to  any  place :  (lie  then  recounted  her  crimes,  as 
they  had  been  reprefented  to  her*,  and  bitterly 
added  her  change  of  name  as  a  confirmation  of  the 
whole. 


CHAP.      LIV. 


Polite  IFeddln 


M 


RS.  Herbert  finking  under  domeitic  diftrei'sj 
which  the  difhpated  and  unfeeling  conduft  of  her 
hufbsnd  continually  increafed,  was,  though  ex- 
ceedingly fhockcd,  lefs  folicitous  about  the  fate  of 
Anna  than  in  eafier  circumftances  fhe  would  have 
been ;  (he  examined  her  only  on  the  laft  part  of 
the  charge,  and  finding  that  well  founded,  gave 
herfelf  no  farther  trouble,  but  obeyed  the  man- 
dates of  her  enraged  fifter  immediately,  by  dif- 
charging  the  fallen  favourite,  and  endeavoured  to 
make  her  peace  with  the  family,  by  recounting  all 
fhe  had  from  the  deceafed  Mrs.  Manfel  known  of 
her,  which  indeed  amounted,  as  Mifs  Edwin  faid, 
to  nothing,  as  fhe  had  been  introduced  at  Llan- 
dore,  as  the  near  relation  of  the  parfon's  wife. 
This  difgraceful  hiftory  of  the  early  part  of  her 
life,  gave  that  young  lady  an  opportunity  of  en- 
tirely rooting  out  of  her  family,    an  objeft  that 
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mortified  her  vanity,  and  obflrufted  her  views  of 
conqiieft. 

Mrs.  Herbert  and  Patty  were  enjoined  to  hold 
no  correfpondence,  or  give  any  countenance  to  lb 
woithlefs  a  body  ;  Mrs.  lierbert  engaged  for  them 
both  that  they  would  not  •,  and  as  for  her  daughter, 
overawed  by  her  coufm,  who,  from  her  bofom 
friend,  afFe6led  to  treat  the  mofl  amiable,  and 
gentle  creature  in  the  world,  with  a  haughty  dif- 
tance,  the  reverfe  of  what  (lie  had  been  vfcd  to, 
fhe  wanted  courage  to  put  in  a  word  for  her  abfent 
friend ;  though  flie  well  knew,  from  the  tenor  of 
her  conduct,  as  well  as  the  principles  flie  had  al- 
ways adopted,  and  her  practice  of  every  female 
virtue,  it  was  impoffible  fhe  could  be  guilty  of  the 
mean  vices  laid  to  her  charge.  Though  unable  to 
fpeak  in  Grofvenor  Square,  when  they  returned 
to  their  lodgings,  fhe  was  very  eloquent  to  her 
mamma,  reminding  her  of  a  thouflmd  inftances  of 
goodnefs  and  even  greatnefs  of  foul,  they-  had  been 
v/itnefs  to  in  Anna. 

Mrs.  Herbert,  more  than  half  convinced  by  the 
generous  pleadings  of  her  daughter,  would  have- 
been  happy  to  indulge  her,  by  again  fervirig  Anna, 
but  ilie  was  not  at  liberty  to  act  as  fhe  thought 
proper;  IMr.  Herbert's  connections  on  one  halid, 
and  his  negledl  of  his  affairs  on  the  other,  had  (& 
involved  his  circumftanc^s,  that  the  large  mort- 
gage on  their  ellate  had  been  twice  on  the  point  of 
being  foreclofed,  when  Lady  Edwin's  generolity  ' 
and  affedlion  faved  it. 

It  was  now  again  in  the  fame  predicament,  with- 
out the  fame  refource. 

Mr.  Herbert  was  fo  far  from  wifhing  to  conceal 
the  caufes  of  his  ill  management,  that  even  in  this 
excurfion,  he  brought  publicly  his  woman  and  her 
family  with  him,  and  the  fame  attendants  as  if  fhe 
had  been  his  wife. 

Sir 
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Sir  William,  enraged  at  the  perpetual  in- 
tuits offered  his  fifter,  rcfufed  any  more  to  af- 
fift  hei-  undeferving  hufband ;  this  refufal  was 
avenged  on  the  fuiTering  wife,  by  the  mod  injuri- 
ous ufage. 

Dead  to  the  calls  of  nature,  and  callous  to  the 
pleadings  of  humanity,  it  was  of  no  import  to  him, 
that  his  amiable  and  promifmg  fon  was  obliged  to 
his  uncle  for  his  prefent  fupport  at  the  Univerfity, 
and  his  hopes  of  an  eftablifliment  in  life  :  that  his 
lovely  daughter's  charms  were  totally  overlooked, 
for  want  of  the  golden  bait,  which  drew  iTalf  the 
town  after  her  lefs  charming  coufin  ;  or  that  his  de- 
ferring wife  owed  to  the  fraternal  love  of  her  bro- 
ther, even  the  contracted  appearance  flie  now 
made ;  while  her  fortune,  her  rank,  and  accom- 
plilbments  entitled  her  to  figure  in  the  firfl  circles. 
Since  his  miftrefs,  and  her  children,  could  no 
longer  be  fupported,  it  was  not  nece/Tary  for  him 
to  be  farther  on  any  terms  with  a  wife,  who  could 
not  fupply  his  profligate  necefTities. 

Cecilia's  diflike  of  Anna  was  very  vifible,  and 
her  interclt  over  her  father  well  known  ;  infulted 
at  home,  dependent  abroad,  it  was  not  for  them, 
Mrs.  Herbert  faid,  to  fet  out  champions  for  the 
diftrefled;  it  might  be  their  ruin;  fhe  therefore 
begged  her  daughter  to  let  the  matter  reft,  at  leaft 
for  the  prefent. 

Young  Edwin  heard  this  new  character  of 
Anna  with  more  pleafure  than  he  chofe  to  fhew ; 
if  (lie  had  loft  her  reputation,  whether  juftly  or 
not,  fhe  would  be  comeatable,  her  pride  would 
be  lefs,  and  his  conqueft  eafier ;  his  valet  well 
knowing  his  attachment  to  Mifs  Manfel,  when  he 
heard  her  clothes  were  fending  off,  (a  fecret  of 
that  kind  cannot  remain  long  fo  in  a  gentleman's 
family)  watched  with  fo  good  fuccefs,  that  he  was 
able  to  inform  his  mafter  where  ftie  was  gone  to, 

when 
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when  he  dreffed  him, .  a  piece  of  fervice  which  was 
handfomely  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Edwin. 

A  rich  wife  now  becoming  neceflary  to  prevail 
on  Sir  William,  to  give  him  an  independent 
eftablifliment  in  life,  when  he  might  take  to  his 
arms  the  charmer  for  whom  he  fighed,  when  un- 
controlled by  the  advice  of  his  parents,  and  indif- 
ferent to  the  opinion  of  the  world,  he  might  keep, 
in  the  firft  flile,  the  girl  he  loved ;  the  charms  of 
Mifs  Turbville  became  eve-  v  day  more  attracting, 
and  the  paflion  of  her  lover  i^iore  violent,  her  con- 
fent  was  obtained,  and  at  the  importunate  felicita- 
tions of  Mr.  Edwin,  the  marriage  celebrated  at  the 
feat  of  the  lady's  guardian,  in  iiedfordfhire  almoft 
inftantaneoully. 

Money  does  every  thing  in  London;  and 
Seddon,  with  that  glittering  goad,  contrived,  in  a 
month,  to  furnifli  their  houfe  with  the  moft  luxu- 
rious elegance,  before  they  went  out  of  town. 
Mr.  Edwin  taking  Mifs  Herbert  afide,  alked  her  if 
ihe  did  not  long  to  hear  from  her  friend  .''  "  Yes, 
"  indeed,  my  dear  coufm,  1  do,"  anfwered  fhe 
eagerly.  "  Why  then,"  faid  he,  "  write  a  note 
**  and  leave  it  in  my  library,  and,"  fmiling,  "I  think 
"  I  can  promife  you  an  anfwer." 

She  did,  diredlly,  as  fhe  was  inftructed,  but  an 
accident  happened  to  the  anfwer,  which  drew  on 
her  the  difpleafure  of  all  her  family,  and  more  par- 
ticularly that  of  Mr.  Edwin. 

An  heirefs,  a  toaft,  a  coquette,  was  Mifs  Turb- 
ville, with  juft  as  much  underitanding  as  was  ne- 
cedary  to  form  fuch  a  charn<S):er ;  Ihe  married 
Mr.  Edwin  with  a  difpofition  which,  had  it  been 
improved  by  attention  and  affeftion  on  his  fide, 
might  have  changed  the  unamiable  part  of  her 
chara<Ster,  and  rendered  her  a  valuable  member  of 
focicty;  his  perfon  uncommonly  handfome,  his 
talents   unqueftionably  good,   and  thofe   adorned 
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wltli  every  advantage  that  education  could  beftow ; 
his  manners  infmuating ;  his  addrefs  pleafing  and 
perfeclly  polite;  it  was  hardly  poflible  for 
Mifs  Turbville  to  avoid  being  fatisfied  and  happy 
in  the  choice  her  deceafed  parents  had  made  for 
her. 

Mr.  Edwin's  perfon  and  manners,  if  not  enforc- 
ed by  a  great  ellate,  would  have  made  an  impref- 
fion  on  her  heart,  though,  perhaps,  not  of  that 
ferious  nature  as  to  induce  her  to  forego  that  ad- 
vantage ;  fhe,  therefore,  notwithilanding  her  paf- 
fion  for  admiration,  thought,  when  flie  mar- 
ried, but  of  loving,  and  being  beloved  by  her  huf- 
band. 

But  a  very  few  days,  nay  hours,  had  paft,  after 
the  wedding,  before  llie  found  too  ftrong  reafons 
to  fulpe6l  the  match,  on  his  fide,  had  been  perfecl- 
ly one  of  convenience. 

The  large  fortune  fhe  was  heirefs  t©,  with  an 
agreeable  perfon,  great  tafte  in  drefs,  and  infinite 
fpirit  and  vivacity,  had  made  her  a  divinity  with 
half  the  fops  of  the  age  ;  flattered,  followed, ,  and 
carefTed,  in  every  circle  in  which  fhe  appeared, 
fne  had  not  fufped>cd  any  man  could  be  pofTefled 
of  fuch  charms  and  attradlions  fo  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged, without  being  tranfported  with  love 
and  gratitude  ;  but  the  cold,  inanimate  fetting  out 
of  Edwin's  career  in  his  married  (late,  his  in- 
creafing  neglect  both  of  his  wilii  and  home,  told  a 
ditterent  tale. 

She  was  jealous  of  Jiis  want  of  afTedion,  with- 
out any  particular  reafon  for  fufpicion.  Cecilia 
Edwin,  with  equal  pride,  vanity,  and  tafte  for 
pleafure,  had  more  art,  more  cunning,  and  Icfs 
beauty,  than  her  fifter-in-law,  whofe  confidant  flte 
was  ;  her  obfervations  of  her  brother  had  made  a 
difcovery  which  flie  was  anxious  to  improve,  and 
\vas,  in  confequence,  under  pretence  of  idlenefs, 
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often  loitering  in  his  library  and  apartments  ;  her 
keys,  of  which  fhe  had  a  great  number,  were 
tried  to  his  waiting  table  in  vain  ;  the  lock  was  a 
very  good  one,  and  curiofity  was  in  defpair,  when 
one  morning,  Mr.  Edwin,  whofe  vifits  at  Brookes's 
were  become  long  and  frequent,  had  returned 
home  fatigued,  and  half  aileep,  at  feven  in  the 
morning,  and  his  valet  being  likewife  tired,  they 
had  both  quitted  the  drefling  room  -without  per- 
ceiving his  keys,  which  were  left  on  the  table,  and 
were  feen  by  Mifs  Edwin  in  her  ufual  perambula- 
tions over  his  apartments. 

With  trembling  eagernefs  fhe  flew  to  the  repofi- 
tory  of  her  brother's  fecrets,  and  inftantly  found 
Anna's  note  to  Mifs  Herbert,  which  Mr.  Edwin 
had  not  thought  proper  to  deliver.  "  Now,"  faid 
fhe,  agitated  beyond  expreffion,  "  fhall  I  fmd 
"  out  the  cunning  of  that  creature  ;  and  now 
"  will  I  expofe  to  my  fifter  the  villany  of  her 
*'  hulband. 

She  was  miftaken,  no  villany  appeared ;  the  note 
was  to  her  couiin.  "  Fool,"  faid  fhe,  "  he  is 
"  aftually  carrying  on  a  correfpondence  between 
"  his  miftrefs  and  her  lover,  this  letter  to  Mifs 
"  Herbert  is  meant  at  Charles  ;  however,  with  or 
'*  without  your  leave,  my  wife  brother,  I  fhall 
"  take  the  liberty  of  opening  this  correfpondence 
"  to  your  wife  ;"  but  after  perufmg  it  over  and 
over  again,  fhe  found  nothing  appear  that,  in- 
ftead  of  criminating  Anna,  did  not  fpeak  highly  to 
her  praife. 

So  direct  a  contradidlion  to  her  fufpicions  ftrik- 
ing  her  very  forcibly,  a  tranfient  regret  arofc  in  her 
mind  for  depriving  Aima  of  her  mother's  favour  ; 
but  it  was  only  tranfient  •,  for  Frajan  urging  the 
injury  offered  to  Mrs.  Edwin,  in  a  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Edwin,  for  which  he  could  have  but  one 
motive,  and  that  a  fhameful  one,  and  reminding 
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her,  if  flie  had  any  defigns  upon  Charles  Herbert, 
how  neceflary  it  was  to  perfuade  his  fifter  of  her 
diflike  to  Edwin,  the  fpirit  both  of  rage  and  jea- 
loufy  continued  to  influence  her  againft  the  unof- 
fending Annao 

The  moment  flie  met  Mrs.  Edwin,  the  fullen, 
diflatisfied  look  of  that  young  bride  kindled  into 
refentment,  by  the  fight  of  the  inclofure  to  her 
hulband  ;  flie  now  found  a  reafon  for  his  defert- 
ing  her  bed,  for  his  cutting  indifference,  and  cold 
negle£l. — She  wept  and  tore  her  hair.  Hyfterics 
and  bitter  reproaches  accompanied  this  difcovery, 
as  flie  called  it,  of  her  hufband's  infidelity. 

The  carriage  was  immediately  ordered,  and  Lady 
Cecilia  was  furprifed  to  fee  at  her  toilette  both  her 
daughters,  her  attendants  being  at  their  requeft 
difmilled  :  the  letter  was  produced. 

Lady  Edwin  was  not  more  haughty  in  her  dif- 
pofition,  than  humane  in  her  fentim.ents ;  the  pride 
of  high  blood,  was  accompanied  with  a  generofity 
of  foul,  and  elevation  of  ideas,  that  flie  deemed 
hereditary  virtues,  and  which,  next  to  hereditary 
honours,  was  mod  valuable  in  her  eftimation. 
That  a  girl  flie  had  turned  from  her  houfe  and  fa- 
mily, in  a  manner  fo  difgraceful,  fhould  have 
ilrength  of  mind  to  write  fuch  a  note,  fo  confor- 
mable to  her  own  ideas  of  propriety  ;  that  a  mind 
fo  vitiated  in  its  own  practices,  could  fo  char- 
mingly di£late  to  that  of  another,  \vas  a  contra- 
Ciiclion  f!ie  could  not  reconcile ;  and  the  warmth 
of  her  temper  never  fufFering  her  either  to  be  a 
moderate  friend,  or  placable  enemy  ;  her  partiality 
for  Anna,  and  in  the  fame  degree  her  anger  to  thofe 
who  had,  as  flie  inftantly  believed,  falfely  accufed 
her,  returned  :  but  the  lituation  of  her  daughter- 
in-law,  young,  fatherlefs  and  motherlefs,  deferted 
by  her  hufDand  at  fo  early  a  period,  which  flie 
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found  to  be  too  truly  the  cafe,  affected  her  ex- 
ceedingly. 

His  propenfity  to  gaming,  which  he  had  always 
fecretly  indulged,  was  now  public  •,  he  was  married 
-to  one  woman,  v/hilc  his  heart  preferred  another  j 
that  other,  the  moft  likely,  had  he  been  united  to 
her,  to  have  drawn  him  from  every  evil  habit ; 
and,  not  obtaining  her  on  the  terms  which  only  now 
was  in  his  power  to  offer,  as  likely  to  make  him 
defperately  carelefs  of  the  future  ;  or,  if  he  did 
gain  her,  no  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  her  en- 
tire power  over  him. 

Thus,  then.  Lady  Cecilia  found  the  bright  prof- 
pedls  her  imagination  had  formed,  of  feeing  the 
honour  and  virtue  of  her  anceflors  perpetuated  in 
her  fon,  clouded  by  fears  of  a  moft  alarming  na- 
ture ;  the  more  painful,  as  Hie  could  not  reveal 
them  to  either  of  the  young  ladies. 

Mrs.  Edwin's  tears  and  diftrefs,  called  for,  and 
received  every  confolation  maternal  affection  could 
offer ;  fhe  ai:ured  her,  and  begged  her  to  believe, 
a  little  time  and  experience,  joined  with  the  una- 
bating  tendernefs  of  fo  charming  a  wife,  muft  have 
its  weight  in  the  mind  of  a  fenfible  man  :  and  with 
refpecl  to  this  paper,  added  ihe,  darting  an  angry 
look  at  her  daughter,  which  your  officious,  and  I 
wifli  I  could  fay  well-meaning  curiofity,  has  ex- 
pofed,  for  God's  fake  deflroy  it ;  no  one  reprehen- 
fible  thought  is  here  feen  on  the  part  of  Anna 
Manfel :  you  find,  the  only  degree  of  blame  fhc 
can  incur  in  the  tranfadion,  by  clandefliinely  cor- 
refponding  with  Edwin,  is  done  away  in  her  note  : 
fhould  your  brother,  Mifs,  know  of  the  liberty 
you  have  taken  with  his  letter,  he  would  not  incur 
my  cenfure  by  putting  a  repetition  of  fuch  a  breach 
of  the  laws  of  honour  out  of  your  power,  by  for- 
bidding you  his  houfe. 

This 
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This  threat  had  more  weight  than  any  other  part 
of  the  converfatlon  on  the  two  ladies  ;  the  idea  of 
reparation  was  not  to  be  borne.  Young  Edwin 
did  not  intend  to  return  to  Wales  this  fummer  ; 
if  he  quitted  London  at  all,  it  would  be  to  a  fa- 
mily manfion  of  his  Lady's  in  Shropfhirc  ;  and,  if 
Mils  Edwin  quarrelled  with  him,  flie  muft  go 
with  her  fdly  mother,  and  be  content  to  converfe 
with  her  fimple  coufin  Patty,  or  be  chiefly  alone  : 
the  firft  was  a  bore,  the  latter  intolerable  ;  with  a 
very  ill  grace,  therefore,  flie  confented  to  obey  her 
mother,  ftipulating  only,  that  Patty  fliould  be  fe- 
verely  reprehended,  and  forbid,  under  pain  of  their 
general  difpleafure,  ever  more  to  repeat  an  adl  of 
fuch  difobedience  ;  in  this  flie  was  indulged :  as 
Lady  CeciHa  was  very  angry  with  Mifs  Herbert, 
the  prudence  of  Anna  but  aggravated  her  offence; 
und  though  fhe  did  no'  think  it  necefl'ary  to  reveal 
it  to  them,  fhe  had  fcrious  apprehenfions  of  her 
fon's  conduft.  In  her  heart  fhe  yet  efleemed  our 
heroine,  and  would  have  gladly  re-inflated  her  in 
her  family,  but  at  prefent  it  appeared  totally  im- 
proper. 

She  therefore  fent  for  Mrs.  Herbert  and  her 
daughter,  and  in  the  prefence  of  Mrs.  Edwin  and 
Cecilia,  treated  her  with  lefs  tendernefs  and  m.ore 
afperity,  than  fhe  had  ever  done,  or  indeed,  had 
occafion  to  do,  before. 

Mrs.  and  Mifs  Edwin  then  left  them,  haughtily 
returning  Mrs.  Herbert's  civilities,  and  totally  over- 
looking thofe  of  her  daughter. 

Mrs.  Herbert,  with  all  the  eloquence  of  grief 
bcfought  her  filler  to  forgive  the  poor  girl  for  what 
had  happened  ;  and  Patty  joining  her  fiipplications, 
Lady  Edwin  was  foon  appeafed. 

Se:;ing  they  flill  appeared  very  difpirited,  fhe  in- 
quired with  great  tendernefs  into  the  caufe — Mrs. 
Herbert,  with  looks  of  flidnefs  and  defpair,  kept 
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filent ;  but  Patty  burfting  Into  tears,  informed  her 
Mr.  Herbert  had  been  that  morning  arrefted  for  a 
debt  of  feven  hundred  pounds,  contraded  by  Mrs. 
Nichols ;  and  that  he  was  carried  at  his  own  re- 
queft  to  the  King's-Bench  prifon,  as  he  faid,  he 
was  wholly  without  refources  to  pay  that  and 
many  other  demands  he  expelled  would  be  made 
on  him. 

Not  lefs  furprifed  than  affected,  Lady  Edwin 
affecSlionately  embraced  them,  faying  {he  never 
fhould  forgive  herfelf  for  aggravating  at  fuch  a 
period,  the  diftrefs  they  were  in  ;  {he  infilled,  as 
{he  did  not  know  how  Sir  William  would  chufe  to 
a61:  towards  Mr.  Herbert,  to  take  on  herfelf  the 
government  of  them,  and  that  they  fhould  di- 
rectly fend  for  what  things  they  had  at  their 
lodgings,  and  ordered  the  maid  who  attended 
them  to  follow ;  the  man,  {he  fuppofed,  her  ma{ler 
might  want. 

Mrs.  Herbert  and  her  daughter  were  too  little 
accu{lomed  to  fuch  fcencs,  not  to  rejoice  at  leaving 
a  place  where  they  had  fuffered  fuch  morti{ica- 
tion  and  difgrace :  their  baggage  was  foon  re- 
moved, and  before  night  they  were  comfortably 
fettled  in  Grofvenor  fquare  ;  Lady  Edwin  omit- 
ting no  one  thing  that  could  alleviate  their  di{lrefs  j 
but  Sir  William  was  inexorable  to  Mr.  Herbert, 
nor  would  hear  of  his  affairs,  except  he  would  re- 
linquifh  that  eftate  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power  to 
keep,  to  his  fon,  on  which  terms  he  offered  once 
more  to  pay  off  the  mortgage. 

This  was  refufed  with  fcorn  by  Mr.  Herbert  *, 
whofe  miltrefs  being  removed  with  him  into  the 
liberties  of  the  prifon,  faid  he  wanted  nothing  of 
them. 

Sir  William,  enraged  at  his  hardened  villany, 
refufed  to  hear  even  his  beloved  fi{ter,  in  behalf  of 
a  man  fo  lo{l  to  every  fenfe  of  honour  •,  and  to 

avoid 
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avoid  any  farther  fotlcitations  he  was  pre-determined 
to  reje£l,  prevailed  on  Lady  Edwin  to  leave  town 
immediately :  Mrs.  Herbert  declined  accompany- 
ing them  ;  fhe  had  hitherto  fulfilled,  to  the  utmoft 
of  her  power,  her  conjugal  duties,  nor  could  fhc 
now,  in  the  hour  of  diftrefs,  notwithftanding  his 
libertine  conduct,  prevail  on  herfelf  to  defert  her 
hufband.  He  had  forbid  her  coming  to  him,  but 
fhe  chofe  to  flay  within  reach  of  ferving  the  father 
of  her  children. 


CHAP.        LV, 


Broken  Bones. 


1  O  U  N  G  Herbert,  whofe  ill  ftate  of  health 
prevented  his  being  at  Mr.  Edwin's  wedding,  was 
fent  for  to  town  on  this  grievous  occafion — Though 
fond  of  his  mother,  whofe  idol  he  was,  and  always 
feeling  for  her  ill  treatment,  he  did  not  think  him- 
felf  excufed  by  the  bad  opinion  he  entertained  of 
the  morals  of  his  father,  from  paying  his  duty  to 
him  as  his  fon. 

Indeed  that  unhappy  man  had  ever  treated  each 
of  his  children  with  indulgence  and  tendernefs, 
though  he  fo  blindly  ran  on  in  actions  he  well 
knew  muft  in  the  end  ruin  their  fortunes.  Mrs. 
Herbert's  jointure  was  all  that  was  left  of  the  wreck 
of  their  once  affluent  circuinftances — He  had 
never  propofed  to  her  parting  with  that  ;  and 
if  he  had,  her   ftrong    maternal   feelings   would 

have 
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Lave  refufed  a  facrifice  for  which  her  dear  bov 
would  fufFor. 

Charles  found  his  father  in  a  fituation  which 
wrung  his  foul,  in  a  paltry  lodging  at  a  grocer's 
fhop,  up  one  pair  of  narrow  ftairs,  in  dirty  linen, 
and  unfliaved  face.  At  a  table,  with  his  bottle  be- 
fore him,  fat  Mr.  Herbert ;  his  once  handfomc 
perfon  loft  in  the  flovenly'  difguife  of  inebriety  and 
indolence — On  one  fide  fat  his  miftrefs,  with  two 
of  her  children,  on  the  other  a  man  in  naval  uni- 
form ;  they  were  in  a  roar  of  mirth,  when  the 
appearance  of  young  Herbert,  in  whofe  counte- 
nance the  diftrefs  of  his  mind  was  vifibly  pictured, 
brought  the  blufh  of  fhame  into  his  father's  cheek, 
and  impofed  filence  on  his  companions — Charles 
was  at  firft  only  fenfible  of  the  dreadful  change  in 
Mr.  Herbert's  circumftances  -,  to  vifit  him  in  pri- 
fon,  and  to  know  that  his  vices  brought  him  there, 
were  fa£ls  that  at  once  filled, him  with  compaffion 
find  fhame— but  the  changed  figure  of  a  beloved 

parent,  took  from  him  all  power  of  reflecSlion. 

In  the  eflfufions  of  filial  tendernefs,  he  remembered 
only  the  wretched  fate  of  his  father,  without 
thinking  on  the  iniquitous  life  in  which  it  had 
originated. 

Mr.  Herbert  was  not  an  ill-natured  man  ;  the 
agony  in  which  he  beheld  a  fon,  of  whom  he  had 
been  always  proud,  brought  to  his  mind  in  full 
force,  the  injuries  he  had  done  his  family  ; 
fhame  and  grief  overwhelmed  him;  and  when 
Charles,  with  folemn  refpe£t,  afked  if  nothing 
could  be  done  to  relieve  him  from  a  ftate  equally 
diftreffing  and  difgraceful,  he  hid  his  face  and 
wept  aloud. 

A  paufc  enfued. 

Young  Herbert  had  then  a  view  of  his  father's 
companions — he  recolle(^ed  Nichols  when  fhc 
waited   on  his  motl^er  j    a  glow  of    indignatioii 

took 
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took  pofleflion  of  tliofe  features  which  but  a  mo- 
ment before  exprefled  nothing  but  duty  aild  af- 
fe£^ion — Darting  a  contemptuous  look  at  her,  he 
bid  her  leave  the  room — She,  heated  with  liquor, 
refufed  to  obey  him  ;  on  whicli,  forgetting  the 
refpedl  due  to  his  father's  prefence,  he  rofe  to  turn 
her  out. 

Nichols  was  violent  in  her  temper,  and  virulent 
in  her  language,  her  rage  increafcd  with  her  re- 
fiftance,  her  outcries  brought  the  man  whom  fhc 
called  brother,  to  her  afliftance  ;  he  was  a  flout, 
ill-looking  fellow,  about  thirty-five,  and  made  up 
to  Herbert  in  a  threatening  pofture — The  young 
man,  whofe  natural  ftrength  and  courage  was  in- 
creafed  by  a  fenfe  of  a  father's  ruin  and  a  mother's 
injuries,  that  mother,  now  full  in  his  mind,  with 
all  her  forrows  about  her  ;  burfting  with  rage 
and  anguifh,  as  an  objeft  more  fuitable  to  him, 
lie  inflantly  let  go  the  woman,  and  feizing  on 
her  champion,  threw  him  down  flairs  where  he 
lay  fenfelefs. 

The  alarm  given  by  fuch  an  affair  was  foon 
fpread  ;  a  furgeon  was  immediately  fent  for,  who 
found  his  collar-bone  broke,  and  one  hip  diflo- 
cated,  and,  moreover,  from  the  habit  of  body  he 
was  in,  pronounced  him  in  the  utmofl  danger ;  the 
woman  tore  her  hair,  and  ran  about  diflra£led, 
vowing  fhe  would  have  blood  for  Mood. 

Thofe  threats  from  one  he  well  knev/  capable  of 
putting  them  in  execution,  flruck  Mr.  Herbert  to 
the  foul ;  it  was  in  vain  he  implored  h6r  to  be 
calm ;  to  wait  the  event,  and  to  have  in  confidera- 
tion,  that  it  was  his  fin  flie  fo  violently  vowed  to 
be  the  deflru€lion  of. 

Inflead  of  the  efFe£l  he  wifhed  his  entreaties  to 
have,  it  only  exafperated  her  more,  and  feveral 
exprefhons  fhe  let  drop,  giving  him  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  her  concern  was  for  a  perfon  criminally  dear 

Vol.  II.  D  to 
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to  her,  though  he  had  been  looked  on,  and  fup- 
ported  by  him  as  lier  brother,  he  threw  himfelf 
into  the  arms  of  his  fon,  "  Oh  !  Charles,  Charles, 
"  canil  thou  yet  bear  the  prefence  of  a  father, 
''  who,  for  that  devil,  has  brought  thy  amiable 
'*  mother,  thy  lovely  filler,  and  thyfelf  to  ruin  ; 
*'  who,  for  her,  and  for  wretches  like  her,  has  en- 
"  tailed  poverty  and  dependence  on  his  poilerity  ; 
"  and  who  now,  by  the  vile  excefs  of  wickednefs, 
*'  has  perhaps  brought  his  only  fon  to  an  untimely 
«  end. 

''  Fly,  Charles  !  leave  me,  while  yet  the  confu- 
**  fion  and  the  abfence  of  that  fiend  will  admit  it— 
*'  fave,  for  the  fake  of  thy  poor  mother,  a  life  of 
'*  fuch  confequence  to  her  ;  let  not  my  crimes 
**  drive  her  to  madnefs  -,  let  them  not  rob  my  in- 
*'  nocent  Patty  of  her  only  protector." 

Charles,  his  heart  wrung  by  the  grief  of  his 
father,  and  fhocked  at  the  likely  confequences  of 
his  rafhnefs,  yet  felt  a  joy  not  to  be  defcribed,  at 
this  confeffion  of  his  fenfe  of  the  errors  of  his  life, 
he  entreated  him  to  be  comforted ;  now,  that  he 
was  fenfible  of  the  wrong  fteps  he  had  taken,  for- 
tune would  again  fmile  on  him. 

Oh  never,  never,  anfwered  the  dillrafted  man  ! 
— Go,  go,  my  dear,  my  noble  fon — if  thou 
would'fb  not  rob  me  of  my  fenfes,  let  me  know 
thee  out  of  dange »  : — fwear  thou  wilt  inftantly  quit 
the  kingdom  : — trifle  not  v/ith  my  agony  •,  leave 
me,  I  command  thee,  this  inftant,  if  (running  to 
his  piftol)  thou   wouid'ft  not  fee  me  add  fuicide 

to  my  other  fins. ^Terrified  at  this  threat,  he 

fwore  to  obey  him. 

The  vile  woman  had  now  left  the  room,  toaflift 
in  carrying  up  the  man  ;  in  the  ccnfufion  and 
hurry  it  was  therefore  polfible  to  pafs  unnoticed. 
"  Fetch  another  furgeon,"  faid  Mr.  Herbert  to 
his  fon,  "  this  moment."     On  that  pretence,  he 

paflTed 
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palTed  the  people  in  the  houfe,  and,  what  was 
ilill  more  lucky,  the  conitablcs  who  had  been 
lent  for  on  the  firil  alarm  by  the  outrageous 
Nichols. 

When  he  reached  the  oppofitc  fide,  he  looked  up 
at  his  father's  apartment  where  he  faw  him  (land- 
ing watching  eagerly  whether  he  had  efcaped, 
which  finding  he  had  effe6led,  he  waved  his  hand, 
pointing  to  the  South,  meaning  for  him  to  go  to 
France  :  this  he  refolved  to  do,  but  he  had  mat- 
ters to  fettle,  of  more  confequence  to  him  than 
even  the  prefervation  of  exiitence  ;  his  mother's 
weak  health  and  fpirits  muft  be  armed  for  the 
news,  and  there  was  one  mor,e  perfon  he  wiflied  not 
to  leave  England  without  feeing. 

He  had  heard  from  his  fiiler,  of  Anna's  dif- 
grace  in  Grofvenor-fquare ;  the  vices  laid  to  her 
charge  he  gave  not  the  leaft  credit  to,  but  he  was 
not  fo  clear  in  his  fufpicions  of  her  connexion 
with  Edwin,  which  he  was  now  confirmed  in, 
by  hearing  of  the  note  he  conveyed  to  her,  from 
his  fifter. 

Attached  to  her  from  principle,  as  well  as  paf- 
fion,  which  had  increafed  in  every  interview,  he 
found  himfelf  unable  to  conquer  his  prejudices  in 

her  favour. Notwith (landing  fo  many  reafons 

to  think  with  lefs  refpecLl  on  a  woman  of  doubtful 
characler,  his  partial  fancy  wandered  over  her  per- 
fe6lions,  and  dwelt  fo  ftrongly  on  her  charms  ; 
realbn,  refle(flion,  nor  the  infuperable  bars  of  fate, 

had  power  to  lefien  her  empire  over  his  mind. 

Though  his  peace  was  dellroyed,  and  his  health 
impaired  by  the  continual  flruggles  of  hope  and 
fear  in  his  bofom,  he  at  laft  (lolc  from  Oxford, 
and  (what  myflery  will  not  love  develop)  traced 
Mifs  Manfel  to  Dalton's  :  it  was  at  this  period  he 
made  his  acquaintance  with  Collet,  with  whom  he 
regularlv  correfponded  ;  it  was  him  he  wanted  to 
D  2  f-c 
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fee  in  the  firft  inftance  ;  and,  as  he  was  going, 
perhaps  for  ever,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  one  inter- 
view with  Anna,  merely  to  catch  a  laft  look,  to 
confeG'.  to  her  his  hopelefs  love,  and  to  try  to  pre- 
vail on  her,  for  her  own  fake,  to  return  to  Parfon 
Manfel's,  and  to  bid  her  adieu  for  ever ! 

He  croflbd  the  water,  and  taking  a  coach  from 
Tower  Hill,  arrived  at  Layton  the  very  day  after 
Anna  left  it.  Collet  gave  him  a  moft  friendly  re- 
ception, and  told  him  he  had  juft  wrote  an  account 
he  was  forry  to  give  him  of  Mifs  Manfel. 

Mr.  Herbert's  countenance,  when  he  entered, 
was  flufhed,  partly  with  the  agitations  of  his  mind, 
and  partly  with  the  idqa  in  which  he  had  indulged 
himfelf,  of  venting  a  paffion  that  deftroyed  him, 
at  the  feet  of  the  obje6i:  who  had  infpired  it, 
changed  to  a  deadly  pale,  not  daring  to  afk  what  he 
dreaded  to  hear,  for  however  ftrong  appearances 
were  againft  our  heroine,  the  rooted  good  opinion 
and  refpe£l:  which  her  conflant  fociety  and  con- 
clu£l  had  given  him  at  Llandore,  and  the  efla- 
blifhed  amiable  character  (he  bore  during  her  re- 
fidence  there,  as  well  as  the  love  exprefled  for  her 
by  fo  good  a  man,  and  fo  worthy  a  woman  as  the 
rc£lor  and  his  wife,  together  with  the  fecret  hope 
which  ever  accompanies  a  lover's  wifh,  had  always 
flattered  him  fhe  might  yet  be  innocent,  though 
not  for  him. 

But  now  Collet's  difmal  countenance,  at  once 
the  enfign  of  pity  and  ill  news,  Ihocked  him  be- 
yond the  power  of  utterance  ;  after  a  little  paufe, 
biowever,  his  reafon  refumed  its  fway,  and  he  heard 
the  account  of  her  elopement  with  emotions  of 
fqrrow,  in  which  compafTion  was  vifibly  blended  *, 
he  regretted  her  not  being  followed,  though  now 
all  doubts  of  her  feduclion  by  Edwin  were  at  an  end. 
Thofe  only  who  have  felt  every  joy  blafted,  every 
v/Afh  fruitx-ated,  can  form  an  idea  of  the  diftrefs  of 

mind 
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mind  he  laboured  under  at  this  moment ;  his  heart 
died  within  him  ;  the  thoughts  of  flying  to  tht 
continent  no  longer  engroiTed  his  attention ;  of 
what  value  was  life  to  a  man  deprived  of  the 
wretch's  lad  refource,  hope  ?  He  revealed  to 
Collet  the  accident  that  happened  to  him,  and  the 
confequences  he  had  fuch  reafon  to  apprehend  from 
the  effeiSIs  of  his  paiTion. 

Collet  now  turned  as  pale  in  his  turn.  *'  What," 
cried  he,  "  can  you  then  fo  coolly  talk  of  an 
"  event  that  may  bring  you  to  an  untimely  death  ? 
"  why,  for  God's  fake,  are  you  here,  why  do  you 
"  not  leave  the  kingdom  ?  But  (lay,  where  is  the 
"  man  do  you  fay  ?  Here,  write,  write  dire(£lions  ; 
*'  and,  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  what  will  be- 
**  come  of  your  friends  ?  you  fay  you  have  a 
**  mother  ?  you  are  too  much  in  love  to  think 
"  of  her,  I  fuppofe. — Come,  let  us  go,"  putting 
on  his  hat. 

Herbert,  whofe  filial  attention  had  been  wholly 
loft  in  the  defpair  which  feized  him  on  Collet's 
account  of  Anna,  now,  indeed,  remembered  he 
had  a  mother,  one  whofe  life  hung  upon  his 
welfare,  and  a  filler  who  doted  on  him  ;  he 
therefore  gratefully  accepted  of  Collet's  offer  to 
accompany  him  to  town  to  vifit  the  man,  and  to 
render  him  any  farther  fervice  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe  required. 

When  they  reached  the  Borough,  Collet  alighted, 
and  Herbert  went  on  to  the  London  coffee- houfe, 
as  a  place  lefs  likely  for  him  to  be  known,  in  cafe 
of  the  worll,  than  any  one  in  the  vicinity  of  St. 
James's  end  of  the  town.  When  Collet  arrived 
at  the  grocer's,  he  inquired  for  Mr.  Herbert,  and 
was  mod  agreeably  furprifed  to  hear  he  had  gone 
from  thence,  having  fent  for  his  lawyer,  and  re- 
moved himfelf  to  the  Fleet ;  his  next  inquiries 
were  of  Mrs.  Nichols  and  her  brother. 

"  Brother  !" 
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"  Brother  '."  anfwered  the  woman  of  the  hoi^, 
"  the  fellow  Oie  calls  fo  is  bad  enough  I  believe, 
"  and  fhe  fuffers  enough  for  him  !  but  I  afTurc 
"  you,  Sir,  though  I  let  lodgings,  if  I  had  known 
"  fhe  was  not  Mr.  Herbert's  wife,  fhe  fhould  not 
"  have  fet  her  foot  here;  it  was  not  the  a6l  of  a 
**  gentlem.an  to  bring  fuch  a  creature  to  any  honefl 
"  houfe,  when  he  had   got  fo  good    a  lady  and 

'^  fweet     children Poor    dear    gentlewoman, 

*'  'twould  have  melted  a  heart  of  ftone  to  have 
"  feen  her  and  her  daughter,  lamenting  over  each 
"  other,  and  falling  on  their  knees  to  pray  the  fon 
"  might  get  out  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  doftor 
"  fays,  the  man  will  certainly  die." 

Collet  could  bear  to  hear  no  more  ;  he  inquired 
where  the  furgeon  lived,  and  having  got  dire£li- 
ons,  waited  on  him  immediately  ;  he  happened 
luckily  not  only  to  be  a  Ikilful,  humane  man,  but 
one  who  had  walked  the  hofpitals  with  Collet,  and 
Vv^as  an  old  acquaintance — He  gave  him  every  light 
into  the  man's  fituation  in  his  power,  and  con- 
cluded by  faying,  if  it  was  poffible  to  keep  the 
woman  from  him,  he  {hould  hope  to  lower  the  fe- 
ver ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  the  thigh  being  reduced,  and 
the  bone  fet,  he  might  recover ;  but  though  he  had 
told  her  the  evil  confequence  which  would  cer- 
tainly foiiov/  her  obftinately  dlfturbing  him  with 
her  turbulent  grief,  he  had  not  been  able  to  prevail 
on  her  to  leave  him. 

At  Collet's  deiire  they  went  there,  and  being 
fli.ewn  into  a  room  adjoining  that  where  the  pati- 
ent lay,  heard  Nichols  in  a  loud  key,  between 
crying  and  fcolding,  vowing  revenge  agalnft  the 
murderer  of  her  dear  Jack. 

She  was  inform.cd  the  do£l:or  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  her  ;  when  (lie  made  her  appearance,  he  beg- 
ged her  to  think  on  the  advice  he  had  given  her, 

and 
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and  if  the  life  of  the  Tick  perfon  was  leally  dear  to 
her,  to  permit  hinn  to  be  quiet. 

Collet  was  a  very  good  fiirgcon,  apothecary,  and 
man-midwife  \  he  was  more,  he  knew  a  little 
fmattering  of  the  law,  v^-hich  he  had  picked  up  in 
his  youth  at  the  houfeof  an  uncle  who  was  of  the 
profefTion. 

The  landlady  entering  with  very  little  ceremony, 
at  this  moment,  to  demand  her  rent,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  require  fccurity  for  what  might  be- 
come farther  due  before  the  man  would  be  fit  to 
remove  if  he  recovered,  Ccilet  af.ced  who  had  taken 
the  lodgings  ?  IMr.  Herbert  was  the  anfwcr. — 
"  This  lady,  then,  can  have  no  right  here,"  faid 
he  ;  ''  I  will  pay  what  may.  be  due  from  that 
*'  gentleman  ;  you  mud  yourfelf  determine  whe- 
*'  ther,  when  I  difcharge  the  apartment,  you  will 
"  accept  this  lady  for  your  tenant." 

*'  Not  for  the  v/orld,''  anfwered  the  woman  ; 
"  the  befh  ladies,  whofe  misfortune  it  is  to  be  oh- 
"  liged  to  live  in  tlie  rules,  occupy  my  apart- 
"  ments  ;  I  have  no  occafion  to  take  in  cafl  mif- 
"  trefl'es." 

Nichols,  whofc  cunning  equalled  her  wicked- 
nefs,  for  the  firll  time  now  thought  of  the  un- 
thrifty game  flie  was  playing. 

MsY.  Emmerfon,  indeed,  knew  well  enough,  from 
the  beginning,  the  charader  of  Nichols  ;  but 
while  her  lodgers  paid  beforehand,  and  fpent  with 
profufenefs,  money,  which,  if  properly  applied, 
would  go  far  towards  fatisfying  their  creditors,  it 
was  her  way  to  be  the  moO:  fervile  and  fawning  of 
creatures  ;  but  when  it  was  no  longer  in  their 
power  to  feed  her  unbounded  avarice,  no  one 
knew  the  art  of  changing  fooner  or  with  fo  Httle 
ceremony. 

IMrs.  Herbert,  the  lawful  wife,  with  her  daugh- 
ter, whofe  appearance  in  their  undrefs  was  elegant 

and 
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and  genteel,  and  in  a  carriage,  (one  of  ^ir. 
Edwin's)  which  was  fplendid,  were  objecl:s  of  in- 
finitely more  confequence,  to  her,  than  Nichols, 
now  abandoned  by  her  keeper,  ahhough  fhe  had 
maintained,  at  a  moft  extravagant  rate,  all  the  fa- 
mily, from  the  time  they  had  been  in  the  lodgings  j 
this  the  wretched  woman  felt,  and  though  fhe  wai> 
not  fo  deftitute  of  the  means  to  infure  refpedl  as 
her  landlady  fuppofed  ;  the  idea  of  being  debarred 
from  feeing  her  quondam  brother,  brought  her  to 
an  humble  fenfe  of  her  fituationj  flie  promifed  if  fhe 
was  fufFered  to  continue  there  till  Tyrrel  could  be 
fafely  removed,  fhe  would  not  enter  his  room 
without  their  leaye. 

On  this,  INIrs.  Emmerfon  was  promifed  payment 
of  every  expence  that  fhould  be  incurred,  and  the 
two  furgeons  then  vifited  the  patient. 

They  found  him  with  every  fymptom  of  an  in- 
flammatory fever,  refllefs,  and  apparently  in  great 
agony,  yet  fenfible.  He  alked  with  eagernefs  if 
there  were  any  hopes  of  his  recovery  ?  Mr. 
Walker  told  him,  and  it  was  confirmed  by  Collet, 
that  all  depended  on  his  being  kept  quiet. 

After  a  little  paufe,  "  Then,"  laid  he,  "  gentle- 
"  men,  you  admit  it  to  be  doubtful,  and  that  is 
**  enough  to  give  me  warning  that  I  fliall  foon  be 
"  called  upon  to  anfwer  at  the  bar  of  heaven,  for 
"  the  fms  of  my  paft  life  :  while  I  have  my  fenfes, 
**  then,  let  me  make  all  the  atonement  /wiu  in  my 
^'  power,  for  the  injury  I  have  done  the  gentleman, 
*^  who,  if  I  defer  it,  and  die,  mufl  fuffer  for  an  a£l 
"  to  which  I  provoked  him." 

Mr.  Walker  would  have  advifed  him  to  com- 
pofe  himfelf  for  the  prefent,  alledging  the  cer- 
tainty there  was  of  the  leaft  agitation  increafmg 
the  fever ;  but  Collet,  who  thought  if  he  expired 
as  foon  as  his  confeflion  was  ended,  it  was  of  far 
iefs  import  than  keeping  one  moment  in  fufpenfe 
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the  fafety  of  fuch  a  man  as  Charles  Herbert,  ran 
out  of  the  room,  and  in  a  fecond  returned  with 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  advifmg  him  to  encourage 
thofe  repentant  thoughts,  fat  down  with  great  gra- 
vity to  take  his  confelfion. 

Nichols,  too  guilty  not  to  be  alarmed  at  Collet's 
conduct,  rufhed  fiercely  in,  demanding  what  they 
were  at  ?  Her  prefence  vifibly  difordered  the  fick 
man  ;  he  begged  Ihe  might  be  fent  out  of  the 
room,  and  Collet  feizing  her,  not  in  the  mofl 
gentle  manner,  forced  her  into  an  adjoining  apart- 
ment, locked  her  in,  telling  her  in  a  determined 
voice,  if  fhe  attempted  to  interrupt  them  again,  fhe 
(hould  inflantly  be  turned  out  of  the  houfe.  He 
returned  then  to  his  office,  and  took  down  the  fol- 
lowing particulars,  given  at  broken  intervals  of  pain 
by  the  patient : 

"  James  Tyrrel  voluntarily  confefTcs,  lie  lived 
"  fellow  fervant  with  Elizabeth  Nichols,  by  whom. 
"  he  had  a  child,  before  fiie  waited  on  Mrs.  Her- 
"  bert,  on  which  account  he  abfconded  ;  and  en- 
"  tercd  on  board  a  man  of  war  ;  that  finding  Mr. 
"  Herbert  had  taken  Nichols  into  keeping,  and 
"  that  he  was  a  man  of  interefi:,  he  applied  to  his 
"  old  friend,  who  v/as  rejoiced  to  fee  him,  and  in- 
**  troduced  him  to  Mr.  Herbert  as  her  half  brother, 
"  and  prevailed  on  him  to  get  him  a  gunner's  war- 
"  rant  -,  that  they  renewed  their  conne6lion  when- 
"  ever  he  could  leave  the  Ihip,  which  having  done 
"  once  too  often,  he  was  broke  ;  fince  which  they 
"  had  mutually  agreed  to  make  up  a  fum  of 
"  money  and  elope  from  Mr.  Herbert ;  that  they 
"  had  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  realize  two  thoufand 
"  pounds,  and  the  next  morning  (now  they  had 
**  got  all  there  was  to  be  had)  was  fixed  for  their 
**  departure  when  the  accident  happened  which 
"  is  like  to  end  in  this  criminal's  death;  but'tht' 
"  faid  James  Tyrrel  folemnly  declares,  in  the 
D  5  "  prefence 
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"  prefcr;cc  of  Jofiah  "Walker  and  Jeremiah  Collet, 
"  that  he  firll  afiaulted  Mr.  Herbert,  without 
*'  any  provocation  whatever,  and  he  is  fure  that 
<*  gentleman  was  wholly  innocent  of  any  defigns 
«  aganift  his  life." 

With  this  paper  as  foon  as  figned  and  witnefled, 
which  was  done  in  the  prefence  of  Emmerfon  and 
his  wife,  who  were  fummoned  for  the  occafion, 
Collet  was  in  fuch  a  hurry  to  get  away,  that  he 
forgot  to  liberate  the  lady,  or  to  get  into  a  coach  he 
had  ordered  to  be  called,  but  ran  away  to  the 
London  cofFee-houfe,  where  he  found  Mr.  Herbert, 
with  a  packet  of  letters  before  him,  fealed  and  di- 
refted,  and  himfelf  ready  to  fet  out. 

Collet  congratulated  him  on  the  good  news  he 
had  brought,  and  fhewing  him  the  confeffion  of 
Tyrrel,  now  averred  there  was  no  occafion  for  him 
to  leave  his  friends  and  country. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  Herbert  was  glad  to 
find  the  black  and  abhorred  crime  of  premeditated 
murder  was  not  attributed  to  him ;  but  acquittal  of 
this,  and  every  other  error  of  his  nature,  could  net 
give  peace  to  his  bofom  ;  there  the  feducing  form 
of  Anna  for  ever  dwelt.  Reafon  nor  philofophy 
could  reconcile  him  to  her  lofs,  which  every  mo- 
ment afiii(Si:ed  him  beyond  the  laft. — His  heart  funk 
when  he  reflefted  on  her  prefent  fituation  ;  he 
had  confidered  and  re-confidered  how  he  could 
exift^  breathing  the  fame  air  with  her,  for  ever 
loft  to  him — having  concluded  it  impoffible,  he 
ifefolved  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  when  on  the 
Continent,  write  to  his  friends  for  leave  to  conti- 
nue fome  time  abroad  previous  to  his  entering  the 
Temple. 

Collet's  intelligence,  therefore,  had  not  the  effect 
he  expelled  j  Herbert  found  his  mother  had  been 
at  Emmerfon's,  and  that  fhe  concluded  him  gone ; 
the  reafon  he  chofe  to  aflign  for  parting  was,  he 

thought 


ANNA.  59 

thought  heft  avoided  ;  and  having  given  his  friend 
thofe  reafons,  and  engaged  his  correfpondcnce,  he 
fent  for  a  chaife  and  fet  off  for  Dover. 

Collet,  from  the  time  he  had  left  home,  till  the 
prefent  moment,  had  never  beftowed  a  thought  on 
Layton  ;  but  the  inflant  he  had  done  the  laft 
friendly  office  for  Herbert,  and  had  feen  him  from 
the  door,  it  occurred  to  him,  that  he  had  three 
vi'omen  from  each  of  whom  he  was  in  hourly 
expectation  of  a  fummons,  two  men  in  fevers, 
and  a  boy  with  a  broken  leg,  every  one  of  whom 
he  ought  to  have  vifited  that  evening,  and  that  he 
had  left  home  without  the  leaft  intimation  of 
where  he  was  going  or  when  he  fliould  return  j 
he  had  alfo  promifed  Charles  to  wait  on  Mrs. 
Herbert  in  the  morning,  and  inform  her  of  all 
tliat  had  paflcd  at  Emmerfon's,  but  without  hinting 
that  he  had  (cen  her  fon,  or  on  what  occafion-, 
immediately  then  throwing  himfelf  into  a  pod- 
I  haife,  he  returned  to  I^ayton. 
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L.')dy\^-  Drejjing  Room, 

1  T  was  broad  day  when  the  Do£lor  reached  his 
own  houfe,  which  was  in  no  fmall  confufion  on  ac- 
count of  his  abfence  -,  finding  he  had  not  been  par- 
ticularly wanted,  he  retired  extremely  fatigued, 
and  enjoyed  the  heavenly  repofe  a  fenfe  of  having 
acled  under  that  divine  command  of  lovhig  our 
neighbours  as  ourfelves,  and  doing  unto  all  men  a^ 
we  would  they  fr.ould  do  imto  us,  infures. 

The 
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The  next  morning  brought  Mrs.  V/ellers,  among 
the  reft  of  his  friends,  to  inquire  by  what  fudden 
power  Collet  had  vaniihed  ;  her,  and  her  only,  he 
made  acquainted  with  the  whole  affair,  fhewed  her 
the  letters  he  promifed  to  deliver,  and  which  he  in- 
tended going  to  town  to  do  as  foon  as  he  had  been 
round  to  vifit  his  patients. 

The  one  directed  to  Mrs.  Herbert  in  Grofvenor 
fquare,  caught  her  eye  ;  fhe  told  him  Oie  had  two 
days  ago  been  twice  there,  and  was  affiired  all  the 
family  had  left  town.  But  as  I  have  not  informed 
my  reader  of  the  fuccefs  of  that  lady's  inquiries 
after  my  heroine's  chara6^er,  I  muft  account  for 
fome  part  of  her  behaviour,  by  doing  it  now. 

She  went,  her  fon  efcorting  her,  to  Sir  William 
Edwin's,  where  exprefling  much  difappointment  at 
hearing  they  had  left  town,  the  fervant  told  her 
young  Mr.  Edwin  lived  in  Portman  fquare.  They 
drove  there — the  ladies  were  not  ftirring— they 
alked  what  time  they  would  be  vifible  ?  about  two 
o'clock — At  two  they  returned,  and  were  ufhered 
through  a  fuite  of  magnificent  rooms,  into  one,  in 
which  fat  Mrs.  Edwin  and  Cecilia,  attended  by 
Frajan,  who  was  now  equally  the  favourite  of  both 
fillers. 

Mrs.  Wellers'  curiofity  was  excited  about  thofe 
young  ladies  more  from  the  reports  of  others  than 
any  thing  fhe  had  heard  from  Anna  ;  her  grateful 
remembrance  of  the  former  kindnefs  of  that  family 
had  fealed  her  lips,  refpe£ling  any  ill  qualities  Mils 
Edv/in  might  be  fubjeA  to ;  as  to  Mrs.  Edwin  fhe 
was  in  a  manner  a  flranger  to  her ;  but  fuch  very 
fine  ladies  could  not  but  be  famous  ;  they  led  the 
mode  *,  the  Edwin  cap,  hat,  fhoe,  and  falh,  were 
univerfally  wore. 

They  were  fitting  on  white  fatin  Ottomans,  a 
ftiperb  breakfaft  equipage  before  them  -,  the  room 
breathed  perfumes  ;   it  was    decorated  with  the 
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choiceft  and  moft  beautiful  flowers  in  the  fined 
china  vafes  ;  the  toilet  magnificently  fet  out  with 
filver  fiUagree  boxes  j  and  the  aflemblage  of  every 
elegance  luxury  could  invent,  or  money  purcliafe, 
were  here  in  the  height  of  profufion. 

Mrs.  Edwin's  drefs  was  a  beautiful  fpotted  gauze 
chemife  lined  with  pale  pink  perfian ;  Cecilia's  the 
fame,  with  the  difference  of  a  laylac  lining. 

But  peace  dwelt  not  on  the  brow  of  the  fair 
millrefs  of  this  elegant  manfion  ;  a  fretful  fullen- 
nefs  clouded  her  features ;  not  in  the  poffefTion  of 
her  hufband's  af^eftions,  flie  defpifed  the  ridicu- 
lous advice  of  her  mother-in-law,  and  fcorned  to 
court,  where  her  vanity  told  her  (he  ought  to  be 
courted  •,  her  houfe  was  a  continual  fcene  of  dif- 
fipation  •,  yet  there  flie  was  relllefs  and  diflhtisfied ; 
her  delicate  conititution  began  to  fufFer  from  the 
fatiQ;ue  of  following  each  falhionable  refort  in 
fenrch  of  happinefs,  and  this  morning  her  eyes 
were  funk  languidly  in  that  head,  which  flill 
violently  ached,  from  the  late  hours  of  the  pre- 
ceding evening. 

Mils  Edwin  was  more  gay  ;  flie  had  attracted 
the  notice  of  a  man  of  fafhion  and  quality,  who 
had  looked  and  fwore  enough  to  gratify  any  co- 
quette alive. 

Mrs.  Wellers  being  received  with  great  pollte- 
nefs  and  feated,  opened  her  bufinefs  ;  it  was  (Lady 
Edwin  not  being  in  town)  to  inquire  the  chara£ler 
of  a  young  perfon  who  lived  with  her  as  compani- 
on, a  Mifs  Manfel. 

Mrs.  Edwin,  indifpofed  and  out  of  fpirits  before, 
appeared  greatly  affefted  at  the  name,  and  prefently 
burft  into  tears;  the  fadnefs  of  her  appearance, 
amidfl  fo  many  fources  of  pleafure  had  fenfibly 
(truck  Mrs.  Wellers  the  moment  fhe  came  in,  and 
to  find  the  caufe  originated  with  her  favourite,  not 
a  little  (hocked  her. 

Mifs 
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Mifs  Edwin. immediately  anfwered  her  inquiries, 
in  a  manner  the  reader  \A4il  expect.  Frajan  was 
ready  not  only  to  confirm  but  invent ;  and  Mrs. 
Wellers  appearing  a  very  good  fort  of  a  woman, 
was  told  in  coniidence  they  had  every  reafon  to 
fufpe(9:  Mr.  Edwin  now  actually  kept  the  obje<St  of 
her  inquiry. 

Mrs.  Edwin's  tears  flowed  afrefh  at  this  part  of 
the  ftory ;  and  Mrs.  Wellers  iliocked,  mortified,  and 
difappointed,  took  her  leave. 

When  they  were  in  the  carriage,  as  fhe  began 
to  exprefs  her  diftrefs  at  what  had  happened,  Mr. 
Wellers,  without  the  leafl  change  of  countenance, 
declared  his  refolution  of  never  taking  any  one  into 
his  houfe  without  a  good  chara6ler,  be  their  ap- 
pearance ever  fo  fpecious. 

As  they  drove  on  fhe  ruminated  on  what  had 
pafled  and  all  flie  had  heard ;  but  when  fne  came 
to  compare  the  actions  flie  had  been  told  of,  with 
the  ingenuous  look,  the  elegant  manners,  and  re- 
fined fentiments  of  Anna,  fuch  a  flagrant  contra- 
diction fhe  was  aitoniilied  at;  and  recollecting 
how  inconfiflent  with  their  account  of  her  had 
been  the  behayjour  fhe  was  accidentally  witnefs 
to  when  Edwin  vifited  her,  her  partiality  returned, 
and  rendered  Mifs  Edwin's  character  of  Anna 
incredible  j  fhe  once  more  went  to  GrolVenor 
fquare,  in  order  to  get  directions  to  write  to 
Lady  Cecilia,  and  refolved  to  avoid  coming  to 
a  final  eclairciffement  with  Anna  till  flie  heard 
from  her. 

Again  fhe  queftioned  the  fervants  very  clofely 
about  any  of  the  family's  being  in  town,  and  again 
fhe  was  as  ftoutly  anfwered  in  the  negative  •,  fo  that 
the  letter  to  Mrs.  Herbert  there,  might  well  fur- 
prife  her,  though  the  elopement  of  our  heroine, 
with  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Edwin  from-  home,  and 
the  pofitive  affeverations  that  he  was  in  the  village,, 
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left  it  but  too  probable  all  (lie  had  heard  was  true, 
which  was  agreed  to  by  Collet,  whofe  attachment 
to  Herbert  was  evinced  by  the  concern  he  felt. 
Strolling  home,  (lie  called  at  Dalton's,  merely  by 
the  way  of  hearing  the  chat  of  the  day.  Mrs. 
Dalton  was  crying*,  the  difappointment  of  her 
hopes,  and  the  uncertainty  of  what  was  become 
of  Anna,  extremely  affe^led  her ;  and  the  cautious 
hul"band  not  being  in  the  way  to  prevent  her,  flie 
told  Mrs.  Wellers  the  whole  llory  of  Lord  Sutton's 
love  for  Anna,  and  the  great  offers  he  had  made 
her. 

Mrs.  Wellers  \vas  dumb  with  aftonifhment, — 
flie  could  not  believe  it  j  the  letter  he  had  fent 
to  Anna  fhe  had  left  carelefsly  on  the  table, 
where  Mrs.  Dalton  had  found  it ;  it  was 
produced  as  evidence  of  the  truth  of  her  af- 
fertion. 

"  Good  God  !"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Wellers,  "  what 
"  wickednefs  lurks  under  this  myftery ;  can  it  be 
"  — can  a  nobleman  wifh  to  marry,  can  he 
"  court  in  an  honourable  way,  a  young  perfon 
"  he  has  himfelf  known  to  be  an  impollor,  a 
«  thief?" 

"  Wlio  a  thief,  Madam  ?"  anfwered  Mrs.  Dal- 
ton, colouring;  "  not  Anna,  nobody  can  accufe 
''  her,  I  am  fure,  of  fuch  an  a£l ;  I  will  pledge 
"  my  life  for  her  principles  in  every  refpe6l  ;  very 
"  bad  things  have  been  faid  of  her  in  this  wicked 
"  village  ;  but  flie  is  as  innocent.  Madam,  as  a 
"  new  born  infant,  wherever  flie  is." 

'*  Will  you  permit  me,  Mrs.  Dalton,  to  take 
"  this  letter  with  me  ?  It  will  help  to  clear  Mifs 
"  Manfel,  if  flie  is  innocent,  of  many  a  vile  im- 
"  putation."  Mrs.  Dalton  agreed  to  it,  and  Mrs. 
Wellers  took  it  home  with  her. 

In  the  greateft  aftonlfliment  flie  read  it  over  and 
over  j  and,  in  turninjg  it,  found  the  rough  draught 
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of  Anna's  anfwer ;  fpight  of  her  elopement,  fpight 
of  the  words  and  honour  of  two  ladies  of  the  ton, 
and  a  French  waiting  woman,  Mrs.  Wellers  gave 
way  to  a  benevolent  joy  ;  fuch  a  proof  of  the  inno- 
cence of  her  dear  girl,  was,  Ihe  faid,  the  ftrongeft 
cordial  to  her  fpirits. 

She  fent  for  Bently — he  was  gone  to  London, 
and  had  not  been  at  home  all  night ;  Collet  was 
next  acquainted  with  this  extraordinary  circum- 
ftance ;  he  took  a  copy  to  fend  to  Charles,  and  the 
original  to  fhew  Mrs.  Herbert,  with  which  he  fet 
off  to  town  ;  firft  going  to  the  Borough,  where  he 
heard  that  Nichols,  finding  that  (he  was  difcover- 
ed,  had  decamped  very  early  that  morning,  and 
Tyrrel  was  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery. 
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The  fond  Motht 


ROM  the  Borough  Mr.  Collet  went  to  Grof- 
venor  Square : Mrs.  Herbert  was  at  firft  deni- 
ed, but  on  his  faying  that  he  brought  letters  from 
her  fon,  he  was  inftantly  admitted ;  here  he  found 
a  gentleman,  blending  his  tears  with  thofe  of  the 
diftra6led  mother  and  daughter. 

Ivlrs.  Herbert  was  leaning  back  in  an  arm  chair, 
the  pifture  of  filent  woe,  the  big  tear  in  fpeech- 
lefs  agony  rolling  down  her  pale  cheek ;  while 
Patty,  whofe  face  refted  on  her  folding  arms  as 
fhe  lat  at  the  table,  audibly  fobbed. 

The  gentleman  who  appeared  extremely  affe£l- 
cd,  arofe  the  inftant  Collet  entered ;  "  We  fear, 
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"  Sir,  to  alk  you  the  news : — is  the  villain  yet 
''  living  ?  is  Mr.  Herbert  f\ife  ?"  •"  Oh  !"  cried  the 
fond  mother,  who  could  now  fpeak,  "  fay  it,  fay 
"  but  my  fon,  the  pride  of  my  life,  the  darling  of 
"  my  foul,  -is  fafe,  out  of  the  reach  of  that  ma- 
^*  lignan^  fate  he  inherits  from  his  mother,  and 
"  while  I  live  I  will  revere  you  as  my  good  angel." 
Mifs  Herbert  involuntarily  advanced,  and,  catch- 
ing hold  of  his  hand,  burfh  into  a  frefli  flood  of 
tears.  Collet  was  too  much  aOefted  to  anfwer  : 
he  felt  for  the  letters ;  and,  in  his  hurry  to  deliver 
the  one  he  had  received  from  her  fon  for  her,  he 
gave  into  the  hand  of  the  gentleman  the  one  he  had 
wrote  to  fend  to  Herbert,  vv^ith  copies  of  Lord  Sut- 
ton's letter  and  Anna's  anfwer,  which  he  had  not 
yet  fealed,  referving  it  to  tell  him  of  his  journey  to 
Grofvenor  Square. 

Mrs.  Herbert  waited  tremblingly  to  know  the 
contents,  and  Patty  eagerly  looked  over  his  (boul- 
der, but  the  furprize  of  each  was  eoual,  on  find- 
ing it  addrefled  to  Charles,  and  full  of  Anna  ; — 
Patty  coloured ;  the  gentleman  turned  pale. 

"  Ah  !"  cried  Mrs.  Herbert,  "  why  are  you  fo 

*'  much  affeded  ! ^Tell,  tell  me  the  worft,  that 

"  if  my   fon  muft  die,  I  may  refign  to  my  own 

"  fate:" He  begged  her  not  to  be   alarmed; 

and,  turning  to  Collet,  "  You  have,  I  believe, 
"  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  made  fome  miftake  in  this  let- 
ter," returning  it. 

'*  Oh,  Cot  lb  !— fo  I  have,"  anfwered  the  Doc- 
tor, colouring,  "  this  is  Mrs.  Herbert's,"  giving  the 
right,  and  one  to  Mifs  Herbert. 

'^  But  where,  where  is  he.  Sir  ?" 

— "  In  France,  by  this  time. " 

"  God  be  praiied,"  faid  Mrs.  Herbert,  falling 
on  her  knees  ;  "  fpare,  fpare  and  blefs  him,  O 
"  merciful  God ;  once  more  let  me  fold  him  with 
"  fafety  and  honour  to  my  bofom,  and  difpofe  of 

"  the 
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**  the   miferable  remnant    of  my   days^    as   thoa 
*'  fee'fl  fit." 

Tlie  do6tor  was  too  much  affefted  to  aflifl 
Wilkinfon  in  lifting  her  up,  who,  when  fhe  was 
re-featcd,  at  her  requefl,  her  own  eyes  being  Wind- 
ed with  tears,  read  Mr.  Herbert's  letter,  which  was 
as  follows  : 

"  When  I  parted  from  the  beft  of  mothers,  this 
morning,  how  little  did  I  forefee  the  polTibility  of 
any  event  wiiich  could  turn  the  defired  prefcncc  of 
her  fon,  into  fo  dreadful  an  aggravation  of  her  dif- 
trefs:  arm  your  heart,  my  beloved,  my  ever  ho- 
noured mother,  with  that  firm  confidence  in  hea- 
ven, you  have  all  your  life,  both  by  precept  and 
example,  taught  your  children;  fear  not  but  I  am 
too  fenfible  of  the  very  lev/  comforts  left  you,  not 
to  take  the  greatefc  care  of  m.y  own  prefervation  ;  I 
am  fure  I  am  fafe ;  the  virtues  of  my  mother  are 
my  {hield  and  defence. 

"  Forgive,  deareft  madam,  the  unjuftifiable 
raflmefs  that  has  (though  on  my  part  perfecSlly  un- 
defigned)  in  all  probability  robbed  a  fellow  creature 
of  his  cxifiience,  I  know  your  prayers  will  be  in- 
ceiTantly  offered  for  me ;  and  I  truft,  fliould  the 
'worjl  happen,  the  .imputation  of  murder  will  not 
reft  on  your  fon. — My  unhappy  father !  what  fhall 
I  fay  of  him  .'*  "Would  to  God  he  could  fee  his  er- 
ror, all  might  yet  be  well.  Be  happy,  my  ever 
loved  mother ;  grieve  not,  I  implore  you ;  this 
misfortune  will  be  too  heavy  for  me,  if  you  bear  it 
not  with  that  firmnefs  of  mind  which  has  hitherto 
fupported  you.  As  foon  as  I  reach  the  continent 
I  will  write  to  Sir  William,  for  his  permiifion  to 
finifli  my  fludies  abroad ;  and,  at  every  pofTible  op- 
portunity, gratify  my  own  feelings  in  writing  to 
you.  Let  me  not  forget  what  I  owe  to  the  bearer, 
Mr,  Collet,  who,  in  every  fenfe  of  the  epithet,  has 

been 
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been  the  warm  and  difintercilcd  friend  of,  deareft 
Madam, 

Your  dutiful 

and  a{Ic6tionate  fon, 

Charles  Herbert.' 

This  letter,  which,  wet  with  maternal  tears, 
was  put  in  Mrs.  Herbert's  bofom,  gave  a  new  turn 
to  the  countenances  of  all  prefent.  Patty  faid,  her 
brother,  her  dear  brother,  had  wrote  charmingly 
to  her,  but  it  was  not  jufh  now  neeefiary  her 
mamma  fliould  fee  his  letter ;  flie  was  already  too 
much  afi'e^led  : — all  acknowledged  Collet's  kind- 
nefs ;  but  when  he  came  to  Tyrrel's  confcfTion, 
their  joy  and  gratitude  were  ungovernable  : — Patty 
declared  flie  would  go  to  her  papa  that  night. 
But  this  Mrs.  Herbert  oppofed,  as  they  knew  not 
how  he  might  be  afFc£led  at  the  difeovery ;  he  may 
perhaps  chufj,  faid  flie,  to  have  as  few  witnefles 
as  pofhble  of  his  feelings.  Mr.  Wilkinfon  has  bu- 
finefs  with  him  *,  if  Mr.  Collet  will  trouble  him- 
felf  to  go  with  him,  he  Vv'ill,  or  will  not,  tell 
all  that  has  pad  in  the  Borough,  as  he  judg- 
es heft,  fx"om  the  difpofitioii  in  which  they  find 
him. 

Collet  again  forgot  his  patients  and  the  village, 
but  begged  for  a  difli  of  lea.  The  ladies  apolo- 
gized for  their  negle6l ;  and  while  they  were  tak- 
ing it,  he  afi-:ed  Mrs.  Herbert,  hovv-  flie  had  heard 
of  the  difagreeable  accident.''  fne  immediately  hand- 
ed him  this  note  : 

"  Dcfcrving,  unhappy  woman,  thy  curfes  on 
me  cannot  inereafe  my  mifery  or  defpair ;  nor  can 
the  confcioufnefs  of  thy  own  virtues  give  thee 
comfort  adequate  to  thy  forrows.  Our  fon,  that 
dear  faultlefs  youth,  irritated  by  the  vices  of  his 
father,    has  forfeited  his  life  to  the  laws  of  his 

country. 
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country.  He  has  -efcaped  for  the  prefent.  Let 
thy  prayers  be  offered  to  the  Cod  thou  haft  ferved, 
that  he  may  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  get  out  of  the 

reach  of  his  purfuers  : thine  may  avail — mine 

caunotJ'^ 

C.  H. 


u 


"  Oh  !"  faid  Patty,  "  if  you  had  feen  us  at  the 

receipt  of  that  fhocking  note !  but  thank  God 
**  (fmihng  through  her  tears)  it  is  over :  it  vv^as 
"  brought  us  at  my  coufin's — we  went  direftly  in 
"  his  chariot  to  the  Borough — he  was  not  at  home, 
*'  or  I  am  fure  he  would  have  gone  with  us — and 
"  there  an  ugly  woman  ran  on  talking  of  every 
"  thing  but  what  we  wanted  to  know.  Papa  was 
"  gone,  and  they  faid  the  man  was  dying ;  but, 
"  God  be  praifed,  it  is  over,  and  wc  (liall  never 
"  fee  that  fnocking  place  again.  Only  think, 
"  mamma,  Mrs.  Edwin  has  never  fent,  nor 
"  IVlifs  Edwin  !"  "  Inhuman  "  cried  Wilkinfon, 
with  indignation;  "  but  come,  Sir,  we  fhall  be 
"  too  late." 

They  left  the  ladies  comparatively  happy,  and 
found  Mr.  Plerbert  furrounded  with  papers,  a  fet- 
tled gloom  on  his  countenance,  and  unfliaved  or 
drefled.  When  Wilkinfon  entered,  a  gleam  of 
fatisfaftlon  beamed  on  his  face,  but  quick- 
ly difappeared  after  the  firft  falutation.  Wilk- 
infon faid,  "  an  execution  had  been  laid  on 
"  the  works,  and  that  he  was  difpatched  by 
"  the  other  partners  to  know  wliat  was  to  be 
"  done." 

Herbert  was  fdent. 

"  They  are  exceedingly  diftrefled,"  continued 
Wilkinfon. 

"  So  am  I,"  was  the  anfwer.  "  Have  you  feen 
<^  Mrs. Herbert?" 

^*  He  b.ac)  been  fl^ere," 

"  Any 
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"  Any  news  of  my  boy?"  They  told  him  he 
was  fafe,  and  Tyrrel  recovering.  Collet  then  gave 
an  account  of  his  vifit  in  the  Borough,  and  named 
Nichols. 

"  O !  d — n  her,  d — n  her,"  faid  he,  in  an 
agony. 

Wilkinfon  took  occafion  now  to  expatiate  on 
the  fuiierings,  the  merits,  and  the  flill  warm  af- 
fection, of  Mrs.  Herbert;  and  at  the  conclufion 
Collet  produced  the  paper  figned  by  Tyrrel. 
At  the  penifal  of  this  he  fln-unk  with  horror, 
but  faid  nothing.  Wilkinfon  then  afjced  "  if  he 
"  would  permit  I\Irs.  and  Mifs  Herbert  to  vi- 
"  fit  him  ?" 

"  No,  no,"  anfwered  he  fiercely,  "  let  them  (lay 
"  till  to-morrow ;  I  have  affairs  to  fettle,  and  can- 
*'  not  be  interrupted.  You,  Sir,"  faid  he  to 
Collet,  "  have  afted  nobly  by  my  fon — you  muft 
"  do  me  the  favour  to  wear  this  ring,"  taking  a 
valuable  diamond  off  his  finger.  Collet  darted 
back — to  accept  of  fuch  a  prefent  from  an  infolv- 
ent  for  bufinefs  in  the  courfe  of  his  profeffion, 
would  have  been  confidered  by  him  as  an  a6t  of 
injuftice,  and  much  more  when  it  meant  to  pay 
for  his  friendfhip — he  found  himfelf  hurt  at  the 
idea.  Mr.  Herbert,  however,  would  not  be  re- 
fufed ;  he  infilled  on  his  taking  it,  with  a  warmth 
that  plainly  fhewed  he  thought  himfelf  offended 
by  Collet's  declining  his  offer.  He  therefore,  with 
great  relu6lance,  at  laft,  put  it  on  his  finger,  fe- 
cretly  refolving,  however,  it  fiiould  return  to  the 
family. 

As  Wilkinfon  found  Mr.  Herbert  in  no  mood  to 
talk  of  bufinefs,  he  now  propofed  going;;  the  leave 
they  took  of  him  was  on  his  fide  folemn:  he  em- 
braced Wilkinfon  affe(Slionately — "  Young  man," 
faid  he,  "  I  have  been  your  friend  ;  if,  when  I  am 

"  no 
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"  no  more,  my  family  lliould  want  one,  do  not 
"  forget  it." 

"  Never,  Sir,"  anfvvered  he,  "  can  I  forget  the 
*'  many  obligations  I  am  under  to  you  ;  your  in- 
"  tereft,  and  that  of  your  family,  fhall  ever  be 
"  mine ;  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  yet,"  con- 
tinued he,  fmiling,  "  confer  many  more  favours 
*'  on  me."  This  was  faid  as  they  were  parting. 
Mr.  Herbert  inftantly  drew  back  and  fhut 
the  door;  and  V/ilkinfon  then  had  the  oppor- 
tunity he  longed  for  of  enquiring  after  the  fate  of 
Anna. 

Mr.  Manfel  had  been  laid  up  with  the  gout 
three  months  back;  his  diftrefs  at  not  hearing 
from  her  was  unfpeakable,  although  he  knew  not 
fhe  left  the  Edwins ;  and  Wilkinfon  was  charged 
with  a  letter  full  of  remonftrances  at  her  unkind- 
nefs.  His  furprize  at  hearing  from  Mrs.  Herbert 
fhe  was  gone,  and  that  they  were  ignorant  of  her 
prefent  fituation,  was,  as  may  be  imagined,  great, 
and  his  anxiety  not  lefs.  She  had  been  his  firil, 
and  indeed  his  only  love.  While  flie  was  fmgle 
there  was  a  hope  which  he  had  fondly  indulp;ed. 
The  difcovery  Collet's  mifhake  had  made,  was  at 
once  pleafing  and  painful :  he  was  overjoyed  to 
find,  as  he  then  thought,  v/here  flie  was  •,  and  not 
a  little  hurt  to  fee  by  the  ftyle  of  his  letter,  the 
Doftor  looked  on  Herbert  as  her  lover.  As 
foon  as  he  could  refume  the  fubjecl  of  the  mif- 
take  in  the  letter  v/hich  Collet  had  made,  he  in- 
formed him  of  his  commifiion  from  her  friend, 
and  requefted  the  favour  of  Mifs  Manfel's  ad- 
drefs. 

The  Do£lor,  who  had  not  the  art  of  keeping  fe- 
crets,  in  return  communicated  to  him  all  that  had 
come  to  his  knowledge  of  Anna.  No  words  can 
exprefs  Wilkinfon's  aftonifhment,  nor  could  any 
power  on  earth  lelTen  his  confidence  in.  the  honour 

of 
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of  her  principles,  or  the  purity  of  her  heart.  He 
heard  with  indignation  the  low  fcandal  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  with  rage  the  accufations  of  theft  con- 
firmed by  Lord  Sutton.  He  fwore  to  make  him 
prove  or  cat  his  words : — But  when  he  faw  the 
hand  writing  of  the  defpicable  Peer,  his  propofal 
of  marriage,  and  the  rough  draft  of  her  anfwer, 
which  proved  fhe  was  fenfible  of  the  injuries  he 
had  offered  her ;  he  was  with  difficulty  reftrained 
from  gofng  t1\at  inftant  to  his  houfe.  In  the  con- 
tinuation of  Collet's  hiftory,  he  learnt,  to  his  great 
grief  and  mortification,  (lie  was  now  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  inquiries  :  yet  he  determined,  if  polTi- 
ble,  to  find  out  her  retreat,  and  to  prevail  on  her 
to  return  to  Mr.  Manfel's. 

They  were  on  the  point  of  parting,  when  who 
fiiould  dafli  by  but  Mr  Bently  *,  he  flopped  at  fight 

of  Collet. "  Can't  find  this  girl,  Doctor ;  can- 

"  not  find  her  (deliberately  taking  off  his  hat 
'*  to  cool  himfelf)  high  nor  low ;  I  have  walkeil 
"  over  all  the  town,  have  run  my  head  into  all 
"  the  Caribbee  iilands  and  blind  alleys,  as  well 
"  as  high  flreets,  afked  at  every  houfe  with  a 
**  bill  up — all  in  vain ;  nay,  I  have  had  that 
"  puppy  watched;  he  goes  no  where  but  to  Par- 
"  liament  Houfe,  gaming-tables,  and  brothels ; — 
*'  A  wife  fenator,  ha !  Doctor !  but  I  won't  go 
"  home  until  I  do.  And  what  do  you  think 
"  I'll  do  next  ?  why  I'll  advertife  her,  with 
*'  ^  handfome  reward."  And  away  walked 
Bently. 

*'  That,"  faid  Collet,  "  is  another  of  your 
**  friend's  admirers."  Wilkinfon,  curious  to  know 
more  of  a  being  who  appeared  quite  a  chara6ler, 
would  have  detained  the  Doftor  longer,  but  again 
TecoIle(Slion  w^is  the  friend  of  his  patients,  and  di- 
rcdly  he  took  i\v:  road  to  Lay  ton. 

Wilkinfon 
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■Wilkinfon  returned  toBond-ftreet;  where  having 
recounted  the  particulars  that  had  pafTed  with  Mr. 
Herbert,  it  was  agreed  they  (hould  go  next  day  to 
the  Fleet,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  on  him  to  write 
to  Sir  William,  who  they  made  no  doubt  would 
then  fettle  his  affairs.  "'And  if,"  faid  Mrs.  Her- 
bert, '*  at  lad  he  will  be  content  at  home,  we  will 
*^  give  up  the  houfe  at  Bath,  and  be  happy  at 
«  Llandore." 

At  fupper  he  repeated  to  Mrs.  Herbert  what  he 
had  heard  of  Anna,  great  part  of  which  fhe  knew  : 
but  when  he  came  to  Sutton's  honorable  addrefles, 
it  rexijuired  all  her  confidence  in  his  veracity  to  in- 
duce her  to  give  it  credit.  Patty  on  her  part  loved 
our  heroine  with  an  affection  founded  on  the  folid 
bafis  of  efleem  •,  fhe  could  eafdy  credit  every  other 
circumflance  that  fpoke  to  the  honour  of  her 
friend,  but  this  affair  of  Sutton's  was  almoft  in- 
credible, even  to  her:  indeed  they  both  recollected 
his  paiTion  for  Cecilia  had  not  been  lately  heard  of; 
but  flill  for  a  man  of  rank  to  join  w^th  fo  poor  an 
implement  in  debafmg  the  charafter  of  a  w^oman 
one  moment,  and  the  next  offer  her  his  name  and 
fortune,  were  aClions  which,  in  their  idea,  ex- 
ceeded probability.  Wilkinfon,  in  the  honefl 
warmth  of  his  foul,  avowed  his  intention  of  hunt- 
ing the  vile  calumny  to  the  bottom,  that  could  brand 
a  young  creature,  who  was  the  fweeteft  emblem  of 
virtue,  with  the  pra£f  ice  of  vice  :  no  rank,  age,  or 
fex,  he  fwore,  fhould  efcape  his  inquiries,'  nor  the 
dearefl  confiderations  on  earth  prevent  hisexpofing, 
and  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  punifliing  the  per- 
petrators of  fo  inhuman  an  a6l.  Mrs.  Herbert, 
however,  intreated  him  to  be  tender,  for  her  fake, 
of  the  Edwins. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        LIX. 


An  Affignation. 


M 


R  S.  Herbert,  who  had  not  clofed  her  eyes 
from  the  inftant  the  danger  of  her  darUng  fon  had 
reached  her,  retired,  overcome  with  fatigue,  be- 
fore nine  o'clock;  and  Wilkinfon,  not  chufing 
himfelf  to  lofe  any  time  in  town,  as  the  company's 
affairs  were  fo  deranged,  fet  out  to  vifit  fome  per- 
fons  who  had  been  very  kind  to  him  in  his  infancy, 
and  for  whom  he  had  a  great  alTe6i:ion.  They  were 
people  in  rather  low  circumftances,  whofe  regard 
had  been  of  the  utmoft  advantage  to  his  early  years, 
and  to  whom  he  had  allowed  fomething  towards 
their  maintenance ;  from  the  time  he  had  begun 
to  receive  the  pay  of  his  own  labour,  and  for  the 
laft  two  years,  they  experienced  the  fweets  of 
plenty,  having  received,  by  his  order,  one  guinea 
per  week. 

Crofling  Oxford  road,  two  ladies  paiTed  him 
very  quick,  and  getting  into  a  hackney  coach,  it 
was  ordered,  by  a  voice  he  was  fure  he  knew,  to 
drive  to  the  park.  The  latenefs  of  the  hour,  and 
their  being  without  attendants,  rather  daggered 
him ;  yet,  if  ever  he  faw  Mifs  Edwin,  or  heard 
her  fpeak,  it  was  her  ;  a  fudden  impulfe  of  curio- 
fity  tempted  him  to  follow  the  coach,  which,  not- 
withftanding,  being  perpetually  bid  to  drive  on, 
went  a  very  flow  pace :  they  alighted  at  Spring 
Gardens,  and  the  moon  fhining  bright,  he  faw  he 
was  not  miftaken  \  they  were  hardly  entered  the 
Park,    when   they  were    joined  by   two   gentle- 
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men,  and  prefently  the  ladies  were  divided, 
both  couples  appearing  perfectly  at  eafc  with  each 
other. 

He  could  not  poffibly  be  with  both  parties,  he 
therefore  ftuck  to  Ceciha,  who  he  followed  at  a 
diftance,  and  found  the  walk  was  to  be  the  end  of 
the  prefent  meeting ;  for  in  half  an  hour,  the  lady 
who  had  feparated  from  them,  called  to  the  other 
to  go ;  they  parted  with  the  gentlemen  where  they 
met,  the  falutations  of  both  being  in  French,  which 
Wilkinfon  did  not  underftand.  He  could  there- 
fore make  nothing  out  from  what  little  he  heard 
of  their  converfation  j  but  certain  of  their  perfons, 
and  Anna  in  his  head,  he  thought  as  this  was,  per- 
haps, the  only  time  he  might  have  to  fpeak  to  Mifs 
Edwin,  he  would  not  let  it  efcape  ;  there  was  a  myf- 
tery,  an  indecorum,  in  the  interview  he  had  been 
witnefs  to,  that  gave  him  a  courage  he  would,  on 
any  other  occaficn,  have  wanted  in  addrelTing  Mifs 
Edwin  :  but  refpect  is  incompatible  with  the  difco- 
very  of  a  lady's  intrigue. 

On  pretence,  therefore,  of  afTifling  them  to  the 
coach,  he  afFe6led  to  recognize  Cecilia — Never 
was  meeting  with  an  old  country  acquaintance  fo 
mal  a  propos — Fain  would  (he  have  denied  herfelf, 
and  findinnj  that  impoffible,  laughed  at  their  being 
out  alone  fo  late.  As  a  frolic,  Wilkinfon  joined 
in  their  good  humour,  and  jumped  into  the  coach 
with  them,  protefling  that  his  refpecl  for  her  fa- 
mily would  not  fufFer  him  to  leave  them  unguard- 
ed at  that  late  hour.  Indeed  he  had  other  motives 
— he  had  an  ardent  wifh  to  be  admitted  to  half  an 
liour's  converfation  with  Mifs  Edwin ;  which,  now 
that  fortune  had  fo  particularly  favoured  him,  by 
meeting  her  in  fuch  a  fituation,  at  fuch  an  hour,  he 
hoped  fhe  would  not  refufe. 

A  coquette  is  a  being  whofe  paihon  for  admira- 
tion increafea  with  being  fed  j  ihe  is  fo  well  with 

herfelf, 
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herfelf,  that  if  a  man  puts  on  a  fpecious  counte- 
nance in  her  prefence,  fhe  fets  him  down  as  her 
own,  and  attributes  the  folcmnity  of  his  afpcc^  to 
the  paflion  flie  has  infpired.  Let  him  be  gay,  ihc 
exerts  all  her  artifice  and  cunning  to  rob  him  of 
the  free  enjoyment  of  his  own  fpirits.  She  never 
doubts  his  profefTions,  becaufe  it  is  at  firll  more 
generally  her  intcrefl:  to  appear  the  dupe  of  them. 
Her  whole  bufmefs  with  mankind  is  to  infnare  and 
deceive :  and  knowing  the  infignilicance  of-  her ' 
own  character,  putting  flirtation  out  of  the  ;quef- 
rion,  forms  no  expectation  of  being  approached  by 
the  male  fex  on  any  other  fubjcdl  hut  love  and  ad- 
miration, or  in  any  other  llile  but  that  of  gal-  ' 
lantry. 

Mifs  Edv/in  perfe6lly  recollected  Wilkinfcn  j 
but  not  fenfible  of  any  kind  of  buiinefs  he  cCulH 
have  with  her,  and  her  imagination  ever  on  the 
wing  for  new  conquefts,  fhe  immediately  con- 
cluded he  was  a  victim  to  charms  (he  believed  irre- 
fiftible.  True,  he  was  a  lov/  country  fellow,  :i 
mere  ideot ;  neverthelefs  if  fhe  could  but  get  out 
of  this  fcrape,  his  ftupidity  might  amufe,  and  his 
oddity  divert  her.  It  would  be  pleafant  to  rob 
him  of  his  peace,  and  delightful,  by  a  ftiew  oi 
happinefs,  to  lull  him  into  mifery.  With  ' 
this  humane  intention,  fhe  fuffered  him.  to 
prefs  her  hand;  nor  attempted  to  repulle  the" 
freedom  of  his  addrefs  with  any  of  her  ufual- 
hauteur. 

Her  companion  had  not  yet  once  broke  filence, 
but  fat  trembHng,  in  expe6fation  of  the  event; 
while  Cecilia,  with  an  eafy  familiarity,  entered  ^ 
into  chat  with  the  intruder;  not  once  apprehend-  " 
ing  but  fhe  could  frown  him  into  obedience 
whenever  it  Vv^as  convenient  to  difmifs  him. 
She  was  millaken ;  the  low  fellow  was  as 
invulnerable  to  her  fmiles  as  unawed  by  her 
E  2  frowns. 
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frowns,  when  it  was  intimated  the  ladies  could 
now  difpenfe  with  his  attendance.  Good  hu- 
mour, gravity,  fcorn,  anger,  nor  ferious  re- 
mQnilrances,  had  any  efFe6l  on  the  vulgar  crea- 
ture I 

HtJ  flill  perfifted  in  feeing  her  home  ;  and  when 
there,  having  half  an  hour's  audience — At  laft, 
"  they  were  not  going  home." — "  No !  for  hea- 
*'  ven's  fake,  where  then .''"  "  It  could  be  nothing 
*'to  him — It  was  very  unlike  a  gentleman  to  be 
'*  fo  troublefome." — "  He  thought  differently — 
"  When  he  had  the  honour  of  feeing  Lady  Edwin, 
"  which  would  be  in  the  courfe  of  a  month,  and 
"  told  her  whefi  and  luhere  he  had  met  her  daugh- 
*'  ter,  fhc,  he  was  fure,  would  never  thank  him 
"  for  leaving  her  expofed  to  infults." — "  Well 
"  then,"  cried  Cecilia,  peeviflily,  "  we  had  fome 
"  bufmefs  at  Madam  Chambaud's  in  St.  James' s- 
"  ftreet,  and  the  evening  being  fine,  we  were 
'*  tempted  to  flroU  out — our  carriage  will  attend 
*^  us  there." 

The  falfehood  of  this  (lory  was  not  calculated  to 
infpire  Wilkinfon  with  much  refpe£l:  for  his  fair 
companions  :  however,  Cecilia  promifing  folemn- 
ly  to  beat  home  to:,  him  at  eleven  next  morning, 
he  alighted  •,  and  keeping  the  carriage  in  view,  faw 
them  get  out  at  the  milliner's ;  where,  foon  after, 
an  elegant  vis-a-vis  drew  up,  and  the  ladies 
having  put  off  their  calafhes,  got  into  it ;  of 
this  carriage,  as  they  drove  very  fail,  he  foon  loft 
fight. 

This  incident  made  it  too  late  to  vifit  his  friend 
in  the  city,  and  he  returned  to  Grofvenor  Square, 
where  he  was  invited  to  take  his  bed. 


CHAP. 
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The  Suicide, 

VV  ILKINSON,  on  his  rifing  next  morning, 
found  the  ladies  ready  dreficd,  and  impatient  to 
be  gone. 

"  I  know  not  the  reafon,"  faid  Mrs.  Herbert, 
**  but  inftead  of  the  quiet  repofe  I  expe6led  after 
"  the  blelTed  news  of  yefterday,  which  I  hoped 
"  would  have  given  me,  what  I  have  long  been 
"  deprived  of,  a  good  night's  reft,  I  liavc  been  dif- 
**  turbed  by  the  moft  horrid  dreams,  and  waked  in 

*•'  terrors  not  to  be  expreiled 1  fear  that  wretch, 

"  Tyrrel,  is  dead." 

Wilkinfon  and  Mifs  Herbert  did  all  they  could 
to  difpel  thofe  apprehenfions  ;  which  increafing 
every  moment,  he  propofed  going  round  by  the 
Borough,  and  calling  at  the  grocer's  before  they 
went  to  Mr,  Herbert's ;  juft  as  their  route  was  fet- 
tled, Mr.  Edwin  was  announced.  That  gentle- 
man was  a  {tranger  in  his  own  houfe ;  and 
his  own  family  were  the  people  he  lead 
thought  of  converfing  with.  His  cloaths  were 
kept  and  his  fervants  refided  there;  but  except 
to  change  them,  or  fleep  of7  the  intemper?.i:ce 
of  a  frolickfome  night,  it  was  the  hft  place  he  v/as 
likely  to  be  feen  at.  Sometimes,  but  very  rarely, 
he  did  Mrs.  Edwin  the  honour  of  eating  a  filent 
dinner  with  her;  and  once  or  twice,  being  prefTed 
to  be  of  her  party  in  the  evening,  exprefled  his  ex- 
treme mortification  and  regret  that  an  engagement 
prevented  his  having  that  honour;    fmce  which, 

his 
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his  happy  wife  had  not  troubled  him  or  herfelf  any 
more  on  the  fubje£l.  He  had  heard  with  a  fang 
fro'idy  peculiar  to  the  charadler  of  a  modern  fine 
gentlem.an,  the  fituation  of  Mr.  Herbert — Anna 
was  ftill  the  obje6l  of  his  wiflies;  but  his  paflions 
were  now  rather  more  interefted  in  the  divifion  of 
a  pack  of  cards,  and  the  chance  of  the  dice,  than 
on  all  that  woman  could  beftow.  The  obtaining 
her  was  attended  with  fuch  trouble,  which  he 
hated,  and  fo  much  time,  of  which  he  had  not  a 
moment  to  fpare ;  that  except  now  and  then, 
when  a  very  bad  run  at  play,  and  the  effeds  of 
conftant  diffipation  and  immorality  in  his  courfe 
of  life,  brought  fomething  like  recolleftion  acrofs 
him  (which  had  been  the  cafe  the  day  fhe 
quitted  Layton)  he  feldom  beflowed  a  thought 
on  her. 

But  he  could  not  fo  far  entirely  furmount  every 
prejudice  of  his  juvenile  years,  as  to  hear  of  the 
minfortunes  of  Charles  with  the  fame  indifference. 
He  had  llept  at  home  the  lad  morning,  and  waking 
earlier  than  ccmm.on,  wdth  the  head-ach,  his  fer- 
vant  was  fum.moned  with  tea,  which  while  he  was 
taking,  without  the  leafb  relifh,  merely  to  difpel 
the  fumes  of  Champaign,  Bates  mentioned  the 
(lory  of  the  murder,  Charles's  flight,  and 
Mrs.  Herbert's  diftraflion,  with  the  ufual  additi- 
ons and  aggravations  a  tale  generally  meets  in  re- 
peating. 

He  immediately  threw  off  the  languor  to  which 
he  had  devoted  the  morning,  and,  drefling  with 
t!ie  greateft  expedition,  went  to  Grofvenor-fquare, 
where  he  was  received  with  a  gratitude  and  af- 
feclion,  that  gave  hiiii  the  firll  fenfible  plea- 
fure  he  had  for  fome  months  experienced, 
except  the  four  honours  at  a  game  at  Whift, 
or  a  lucky  call  of  the  dice  j  which,  however,  to 

do 
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do  him  juftice,  he  was  feldoni  fo  happy  as  to  en- 
counter. 

He  took  them  in  his  carriage  to  the  Borough  ; 
and,  during  the  ride,  the  warmth  with  which  he 
efpoufcd  the  caufe  of  her  fon,  made  Mrs.  Herbert 
and  Patty  eloquent  in  his  praifc. 

Under  the  thick  veil,  which  his  unjuflifiable 
purfuits  fpread  over  the  mind  of  Edwin,  there 
yet  cxifced  fome  of  the  principles  of  humanity, 
honour,  and  generofity.  The  happinefs  he  faw  he 
imparted,  exhilarated  his  own  fpirits ;  and  the  con- 
fcioufaefs  of  being  noir  on  a  laudable  purfult,  re- 
lieved him  from  the  e7i?iui  which,  of  late,  never 
left  him  but  at  the  gaming  table,  or  a  Hill  worfe 
place. 

They  found  INIrs.  Herbert  had  been  a  falfe  pro- 
phetefs  •,  for  Tyrrel  was  better.  He  then  accom- 
panied them  to  the  Fleet,  Edwin  promifmg  every 
good  oihce  in  his  power  for  Mr.  Herbert. 

Mrs.  Herbert,  as  1  have  informed  my  reader, 
had  long  lived  on  terms  of  the  moft  miferable  dif- 
truft  of  a  hufband  fhe  tenderly  and  paflionately 
loved; — Still  he  offended,  and  flill  he  was  for- 
given ;  till  the  confequence  of  his  indelicate  con- 
ne6lions  had  injured  her  health  ; — from  that  pe- 
riod ilie  declined  his  bed  ;  and  his  conduift  fmce 
had  been  fo  little  adapted  to  heal  the  fhock  her 
virtues  for  him  had  received,  that  fhe  had  gra- 
dually felt  herfelf  fuperior  to  the  man  who  was 
continually  wounding  her  pride  and  affection. 
Time  had  blunted  the  edge  of  thofe  injuries  which 
had  at  iirft  cue  her  to  the  foul  '.-  and  ilie  had  long 
ceafed  to  think  on  his  courfe  of  living  v/ith  any 
other  uneafmefs  than  what  a  gocd  and  generous 
heart  ever  feels  for  the  internal  peace  of  thofe  they 
are  conne6led  with,  and  her  fear  for  the  future 
welfare  of  her  family  infpircd  : — His  affairs  were 
fecrets  to  her,  but  when  her  interefl  was  wanting 

Vv'ith 
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with  her  brother,  which  commiflion  fhe  chearfully 
undertook,  as  they  were  always  glofied  over  by 
fome  plaufible  pretext  or  other  :— the  hopes,  there- 
fore, of  his  reformation,  gave  her  pleafure ;  but  the 
rapture  of  re-gaining  his  heart  was  out  of  her 
thoughts  ;  all  her  perfonal  love  for  him  was  tranf- 
ferred  to  her  children ;  but  duty  and  religion  taught 
her  to  rejoice  in  his  abandoning  his  errors,  and  in- 
duced her  to  adopt  every  mode  of  conduct  towards 
him  that  could  render  the  new  path  of  honour 
delightful. 

Patty  loved  her  father ;  and  now  that  flie  could 
honour  as  well  as  love  him,  fhe  fhould,  fhe  faid,  be 
the  happieft  girl  on  earth. 

Wilkinfon  had  reafon,  in  point  of  intereft  as 
well  as  friendfhip,  to  wiih  it,  and  Edwin  was  re- 
folved  to  relieve  his  uncle  from  his  diflrefs. — 
With  thefe  difpofitions  they  approached  the  prifon. 
When  the  coach  drew  up,  the  ceremony  of  un- 
locking the  gates,  ftruck  Mrs.  Herbert  with  a 
fecret  horror,  and  Patty  gafped  for  breath. 
Wilkinfon,  obferving  how  they  were  affect- 
ed, propofed  their  flaying  in  the  coach,  while 
he  went  up  to  apprife  Mr.  Herbert  of  their 
Vint. 

Edwin  would  have  accompanied  him,  but  Mifs 
Herbert,  frightened  at  the  looks  of  the  place,  and 
the  flrange  countenances  fhe  faw  paflmg  to  and 
fro,  caught  hold  of  him,  and  begged  him  not  to 
leave  them.  Several  people  were  crowded  round 
the  door,  and  more  were  gathering.  The  elegant 
carriage  which  flood  fo  near,  was  an  obje£l  of^cu- 
riofity : — The  ladies  pulled  up  the  blinds  next  the 
door : — They  knew  not  but  the  place  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  be  fo  thronged. 

Wilkinfon's  flay  being  protra6led  beyond  their 
ideas  of  any  probable  caufe,  Mr.  Edwin  offered  to 
feek  him.     Still  Patty  clung  to  him  in  terror ;  and 

Mrs.  Her- 
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Mrs.  Herbert,  again  giving  way  to  the  forebodings 
of  her  afFrightened  imagination,  waited  in  pale 
and  dreadful  fufpence.  The  crowd  increafing  to 
quite  a  mob,  with  ferioua  and  earned  faces,  Edwin 
begged  them  to  fuffer  him  to  leave  them  a  few  mo- 
ments : — he  could  form  no  idea  of  what  detained 
their  friend — but  it  was  proper  to  enquire ; — fome 
accident  might  have  happened  to  him; — there- 
fore he  was  permitted  to  go,  and  the  blind  again 
drawn  up. 

In  a  moment,  however,  he  returned  with 
Wilkinfon. 

**  Oh,  what  has  happened  !  what  dreadful  news 
^*  have  you  to  impart  r"  cried  Mrs.  Herbert,  in 
an  agony,  at  fight  of  the  terrified  countenances  of 
the  two  gentlemen  ;  and  finding  the  coach  turning 
from  the  prifon,  "  For  the  love  of  heaven.  Sir,'* 
faid  Patty,  "  tell  us  the  worfl.  Is  my  papa  dead  ! 
"  Why  do  we  leave  this  horrid  place  without  fee- 
"  ing  him  ?'^ 

"  Stop  the  coach,  Sir,"  f;iid  Mrs.  Herbert,  "  I 
**  infill  on  it,  I  will  know  the  v/oril  before  I  leave 
"  this  fpot." 

Wilkinfon  ftill  fat  in  fpeechlefs  terror : — Edwin, 
hardly  able  to  articulate,  begged  them  to  be  paci- 
fied andilet  the  carriage  drive  on. 

"  Ah  no>"  faid  Mrs.  Herbert,  "  I'  came  to  vifit 
'•^  and  adniiniiter  confolaiion  to  my  penitent  huf- 
"  band.  I  v/iil  not  rsturn  till  I  am  fure  he  is  out 
"  of  the  reach  of  ciy  ailiftance,  or  till  (whiek  God, 
"  forbid)  I  know  he  has.  returned  to  his  errors, 
"  and  refufes  it." 

Finding  it  impoflible  to  perfuade  her  to  re- 
turn in,  uncert-aimty,  the  carriage  ilopped.  "  Why 
"   don't,  you  fpeak,  Mr>.Wilkinfcm.?"  fcidiflie. 

The  tears  which  now  flowed  from  his, manly  eyes 

gave  him  the  power  of  utterance — he  begged  they 

"WjQUld.uot  afk  what  would  flicck  them  to  hear. — 
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Mr.  Herbert  was  really  out  of  the  reach  of  all  af- 
fiftance. 

"  What,  Is  he  dead  then?"  afked  Mrs.  Herbert, 
in  a  voice  of  anguifh. 

"  Not  dead — but  paft  every  kind  of  help." 

"  Not  dead  !  and  fhall  I  then  turn  my  back  on 
"  the  father  of  my  children  while  he  has  life  ? 
"  Open  the  door — I  can,  at  leaft,  receive  his  laft 
"  breath." 

It  was  in  vain  to  oppofe  her — (he  puflied  on, 
followed  by  her  daughter,  through  the  croud,  who, 
finding  fhe  was  wife  to  the  unhappy  man,  in  re- 
fpeftful  pity,  let  her  pafs.  Wilkinfon,  with  dif- 
ficulty, got  before  her :  flie  followed  up  the  ftone 
flairs  to  the  door  of  the  apartment  to  which 
he  led. 

There  on  a  wretched  bed,  though  the  bed  in  the 
prifon,  lay  Mr.  Herbert ;  his  eyes  half  clofed,  his 
jaw  fallen,  and  in  the  laft  pangs  of  death.  Several 
good-looking  men  and  one  woman,  were  ftand7 
ing  near  the  bed  : — the  curtains  were  open  to  ad- 
mit the  air — a  filent  horror  feemed  to  reign  in  the 
minds  of  the  fpe£lators,  who  had  been  offering  their 
unavailing  affiftance. 

<*  Oh !  Herbert,  Plerbert !"  (faid  the  diarefled 
wife,  finking  on  her  knees  by  the  bed  fide,  while 
Patty,  not  able  to  give  a  fecond  look  at  the  horrid 
fpeclacle  before  her,  hid  her  face  at  the  feet)  "  is 
"  it  thus  I  fee  thee ! — Are  thefe  the  comforts  I 
"  fondly  promifed  myfelf  from  thy  reformation  ! — 
"  Charles !  Dear  Charles  ! — Doft  thou  not  know 
"  me  ?"  (looking  on  him  for  fome  moments  to  fee 
if  he  obferved  her). 

"  What  is  his  diforder  ?  Can  nothing  be  done 
"  for  him,  Mr.  Wilkinfon,  coufin  Edwin  ?  Gen- 
"  tlemen,  are  you  of  the  faculty  ?  can  you  do  no- 
"  thing  for  him  ?" 

'  A  fudden 
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A  fudden  alteration  in  the  heavy  breath  of  the 
dying  man  calling  all  their  attention,  at  this  inflant 
they  gathered  round  him.  A  gleam  of  fenfe  had 
reanimated  his  laft  moment ;  his  eyes  were  lifted 
up  to  the  face  of  his  injured  wife. — While 
her  tears  were  in  big  drpps  wetting  his  face  as 
(he  hung  over  him,  he  fetched  a  deep  figh  and. ex- 
pired. 

Mrs.  Herbert  fainting  in  the  arms  of  Edwin,  and 
her  daughter  unable  to  move  from  the  fpot  where 
(he  at  firfl  had  funk,  were  objeds  that  afFeded  all 
prefent.  They  were  carried  out  of  the  fcene  of 
death  into  an  apartment  belonging  to  the  keeper  of 
the  prifon,  and  attended  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty,  who  had  been  vainly  called  in  to  the  dy- 
ing man. 

As  foon  as,  by  the  humane  efforts  of  the  people 
about  her,  Mrs.  Herbert  recovered,  flie  begged  to 
know  the  particulars  of  the  fad  fcene  they  had  been 
v/itnefs  to.  In  this,  however,  Mr.  Edwin  and 
Wilkinfon  pofitlvely  refufed  to  gratify  her.  Igno- 
rance, indeed,  of  his  lafh  acl  of  violence,  was  far 
more  eligible  than  to  be  indulged  in  her  requeft ; 
and  the  relu£l:ance  every  body  exprefibd  of  enter- 
ing into  particulars,  too  fatally  confirming  her  moft 
dreadful  apprehenfions,  ihe  was  prevailed  on  to  re- 
turn with  Mr.  Edwin,  leaving  to  Wilkinfon  every 
care  about  the  body. 

Mifs  Herbert  was  fo  very  mild  in  her  own  tem.- 
per  and  dlfpofition,  and  fo  little  acquainted  with 
the  efFe61:s  of  defperation  in  others,  fhe  had  no  fuf- 
picion  Mr.  Herbert's  death  was  attended  with  any 
other  uncommon  circumftances  than  its  fudden- 
nefs  ',  and  in  this  happy  ignorance  her  friends  wife- 
ly let  her  continue — fhe  fmcerely  lamented  her  fa- 
ther, and  grieved  IncefTantly  (he  had  not  (een  him, 
to  receive  his  laft  blefiing'  before  he  had  loft  his 
fenfes. 

Mr.  Edwin 
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Mr.  Edwin  gave  the  flrongefl  invitation  to  go  to 
Portman  Square  ;  but  INIrs.  Herbert  knew  too  well 
the  unfeeling  clifpofition  of  the  ladies  there  to  ac- 
cept it ;  he  therefore  infifted  on  being  her  banker ; 
and  promifmg  to  fave  her  the  painful  tafk  of  writing 
to  Sir  William,  he  left  them. 
'  In  his  way  from  thetn  to  Portman  Square,  the 
awful  fcene  of  the  morning  recurred  to  Mr.  Edwin's 
recolle6lion ; — the  dreadful  finale  of  a  man,  whofe 
life  had  been  devoted  to  the  fame  guilty  pleafures 
he  was  himfelf  a  flave  to,  could  not  but  (hock  him 
exceedingly.  He  had  an  engagement  for  that  day 
at  the  houfe  of  a  famous  courtezan  in  high  life, 
where  he  was  to  have  had  the  honour  of  being  in 
company -with  fome  of  the  firil  young  men  of  the 
age,  in  point  both  of  birth  and  talents ;  no  difgrace 
following  to  either  from  the  character  of  their 
hoflefs,  who,  added  to  her  beauty,  was  miftrefs  of 
every  accomplifhment,  and  every  art  to  murder 
time  and  banifli  refledlion  : — but  Ihe  was  not  now 
prefent ;  and  her  empire  over  the  fenfes  not  being 
quite  fo  ftrong  in  abfence,  as  when  the  eyes  were 
fafcinated  with  her  charms,  he  formed  a  refolution 
of  flaying  at  home  the  who^  day ;  not  doubting  but 
on  an  occafion  fo  folemn  Mrs.  Edwin  would  fhut 
her  doors. 

When  his  fervant  attended  him,  his  firfl  quef- 
tion  was  after  his  lady  and  fifter. 

The  man  flared,  fo  unufual  was  the  leaft  defire 
in  either  of  this  worthy  couple  to  meet,  that  he 
doubted  his  fenfes  *,  however^  the  uncommon  gra- 
vity of  his  mafler  convinced  him  he.  was  in 
earneft^ 
'  ''i  'iliey  were  out." 

*.*  Did  any  company  dine  there  ?"  Frajan  was 
afXed.     ■  ^" 

*<0  yes  J  Count  Maxwell  and  Col.  Mendeiz." 

"  Wlio  the  devil  are  they  ?" 

"The 
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"  The  gentlemen  that  dine  here  every  day." 
Mr.  Edwin  now  flared  In  his  turn ;  but 
feeling  more  hurt  and  aftonifhed  than  he  chofe  to 
lliew,  only  defired  to  know  when  his  lady  return- 
ed— and  then  performed  his  promife  to  Mrs.  Her- 
bert, of  writing  to  his  father  all  that  had  come 
to  his  knowledge  concerning  the  death  of 
Mr.  Herbert. 

Mr.  Wilkinfon  foon  after  called,  as  Mr.  Ec^win 
had  requefted,  to  inform  him  of  every  circumilance 
he  could  learn  refpefting  the  deceafcd.     He  found 
that  Mr.  Herbert  had  been  from  the  time  of  his 
moving  to  the  Fleet  Prifon  very  bufy  in  arranging 
his  papers — that  he  went  not  to  bed  the  night  he 
came  there — his  fervant,  who  had  lived  with  him 
twenty  years,  had  begged  him  to   take   fome   re- 
frefhment,  but  he  could  prevail  for  no  more  than 
a  dilli  of  coffee.     The  man  faid,  that  after  Wilkin- 
fon and  Collet  had  left  him  the  night  before,  he  had 
fat  down  with  renewed  eagernefs  to  his  papers,  and 
having  tied  them  up  in  feparate  parcels,  with  la- 
bels on  each,  which  he  finifhed  about  four  in  the 
morning,  he  told  his  fervant  he  would  then  go  to 
refl — that  while  he  was  undrefhng,  he  afked  if  he 
remembered  his  wedding  ?  and  bemg  anfwered  in 
the  afiBrmative,  he  aflced  him,  if,  then,  when  he 
received  the  hand  of  Mifs  Edwin,  he  could  have 
conceived  he  could  ever  arrive  at  fuch  a  callous 
piece  of  villainy  as  to  ruin  her  and,  her  children  for 
fuch  a  wretch  as  Nichols?  That  finding  by  his 
mailer's  voice  and  manner  that  he  v/as  greatly  af- 
fe6led,  he  begged  him  to  revert  his  thoughts  from 
a  fubje6l  fo  diflrefTmg,  and  call  them  to.  the  happier 
profpe£ls  that  certainly  awaited  his  n^w  fentiments 
— that  he  returned  no  apfwer,  but  ordered  him  to 
go  to  bed  in  a  little  clofet  adjoining  his  mafler's 
bed's  head.— -Finding,  him,  as  he  thought,  alleep 
this    morning,    he  went   very  iilently  about  his 

bufmefs, 
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bufmefs,  and  having  got  his  chocolate  ready,  he 

fat  in  expeclation  of  his  waking— that  at  eleven 

o'clock  he  went  to  his  bed  fide,  and  (looping  to  f«e 
if  Mr.  Herbert  was  awake,  he  perceived  blood  on 

the  bed  clothes. He  immediately  alarmed  the 

place ;  when  they  found  the  unhappy  man  had 
cut  his  wrift  quite  acrofs  the  artery,  and  was  yet 
bleeding,  although  life  feemed  to  have  deferted 
him.  Every  affiftance  was  inftantly  procured — it 
was  all  too  late — he  was  fuppofed  to  have  been 
bleeding  from  the  time  his  fervant  left  him. 


CHAP.       LXI. 


Modern  Senfibility, 


M 


R.  Edwin  was  very  much  fhocked  at  this 
tragical  end  of  a  man  of  pleafure.  The  conduft  of 
Nichols  was  far  from  furprifmg  him  \  he  knew  that 
women  who  once  fwcrve  from  the  paths  of  virtue^ 
feldom,  very  feldom,  ftop  at  their  firfl  oflcnce; 
and  the  dillipated  life  he  led  taught  him  daily  to 
know,  minds-  v/here  honour  and  delicacy  once 
reigned,  but  when  vice  triumphed  in  their  Head, 
were  the  fureft  to  be  found  in  the  oppofitc  extreme, 
once  made  the  prey  of  man.  It  is  a  kind  of  awful 
juftice,  every  libertine  knows,  in  the  cafe  of  his 
companion,  though  vanity  may  blind  him  as  to  his 
own,  that  men  Ihould,  in  their  turns  become  the 
prey  of  the   unhappy  wretches  themfclves   have 

robbed 
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robbed  of  feeling  and  confclence ;  but  that  it 
fhould  be  the  fatal  means  of  fuch  entire  ruin  was 
new  and  horrid ;  a  tranfitory  refolution  to  reform 

for  the  firft  time  entered  his  mind but  how 

was  it  to  be  afFeftcd  ? 

Anna,  the  fweetefl:  model  of  every  perfection, 
could  (he  be  procured^  could  his  life  of  penitence 
be  but  begun  by  that  one  more  fin,  with  her  he 
could  live  fequeftered  from  the  whole  world  j  his 
wife  might  enjoy  his  eftate ;  a  little,  with  Anna, 
would  be  the  excefs  of  luxury ;  from  her  fweet  ex- 
amples his  mind  and  manners  fhould  acquire  the 
femblance  of  worth  and  honour. 

AVith  thefe  noble  ideas  of  relinquifhing  vice,  by 
plunging  more  deeply,  into  it,  of  refcuing  himfelf 
from  the  latent  reproaches  of  a  guilty  confcience  by 
the  plaufible  excufe  of  his  own  happinefs,  he  was 
interrupted  by  Wilkinfon  rifing  to  take  his  leave. 
He  would  not  however  fuffer  him  to  go,  but  in- 
filled on  his  dining,  promifing  to  accompany  him 
to  Mrs.  Herbert's  in  the  evening. 

A  loud  rap  announced  the  return  home  of  the 
ladies,  and  Edwin  inftantly  went  to  Mrs.  Edwin's 
drefling-room.  Her  furprife  at  fo  unufual  a  vifi- 
tor  was  manifefted  in  her  countenance ;  and  a  for- 
mal curtfey  on  her  fide  being  anfwered  with  as  po- 
lite a  bow  on  his,  Edwin,  with  caution  and  po- 
litenefs,  briefly  acquainted  her  with  the  cataftrophe 
of  the  morning,  and  hinted  how  kind  it  would  be 
in  her  to  attend  the  mourners,   and  bring  them 

home  with  her faid  he  was  forry  to  find  fhe 

had  company  to  dine  with  her,  but  he  fuppofed  he 
need  not  point  out  to  her  that  decency  required 
their  doors  to  be  fhut  for  a  few  days. 

Mrs.  Edwin  heard  him  with  fome  dej^ree  of  feel- 
ing  and  forrow,  till  he  came  to  the  part  which  re- 
quired her  to  deprive  herfelf  of  the  fociety  ftie 

liked  i 
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liked ;  but  that  was  too  much ;  a  woman  of 
faihion  is  above  all  forms  but  thofe  which,  in- 
fringed, would  lofe  her  the  firfh  place  at  the  gold 
table,  or  deprive  her  of  the  admiration  of  the  mul- 
titude. 

"  If  Mr.  Herbert  had  brought  himfelf,  by  his 
"  folly,  to  ruin  and  death,  what  could  that  pofTibly 
"  be  to  her  ?" 

"  Or  if  Mrs.  Herbert  chofe  to  mourn  at  an 
**  event,  which  really  flie  could  not  help  thinking 
"  ftiould  have  a  very  different  effect,  it  could  be  no 
"  fort  of  reafon  why  fhe  ihould  break  all  her  en- 
"  gagements." 

**  Indeed  the  thing  could  not  be  done 

<*,  She  had  appointments  for  every  hour  on  the 
*.*.  fuccceding  week,  not  one  of  which  fhe  could 
«  break." 

"  And  as  to  the  friends  engaged  to  dine  there, 
'*  they  were  men  of  rank  ;  one  of  whom  had  made 
"  overtures  of  marriage  to  Cecilia ;  and  as  Mr.  Ed- 
'*  win  propofed  a  friend  of  his  own  being  admitted, 
**  ihe  faw  no  reafon  to  exclude  them  ;  more  efpe- 
"  cially  as  it  was  not  in  her  power  to  fay  fhe  knew 
"  where  a  card  would  meet  them  at  this  time  of 
"  day." 

"  Overtures  of  marriage  to  Cecilia  !  Could  fuch 
"  have  been  r^eceived  with  propriety,  madam," 
ai>£wered  Edwin,  ^'  without  my  knowledge  !" 
"  '.^  Oh,  as  to  that,  Sir,"  faid  flie,  "  had  it  been 
"  pofhble  to  have  knov/n  when  and  where  to  find 
"  you,  Colonel  Mendez  would,  I  dare  fay,  have 
"  paid  you  due  refpe6t." 

Ed,win  felt  the  truth  of  this  reproach  ;.  but  the 
perfon  who  uttered  it  was  equally  an  object  of  con- 
tempt^ and  4iilike-,  her  fcornful  air,  tlierefore,  as 
fhe  turned  to  the  glafs,  had  no  other  eifed  on  him, 
tfean^  iQcrealijng  his  dijfgufl ;  but  the  honour  and 

wealth 
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wealth  of  his  family,  perhaps  likely  to  become  the 
prey  of  fome  needy  adventurer,  filled  him  with 
concern,  and  he  rcfolved  to  acquiefce  with  the  vi- 
fit,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  lover, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  was  received.  Coolly 
bowing,  he  told  her,  fhe  would  pleafe  herfelf,  and 
he  would  have  the  honour  of  attending  her  in  the 
drawing  room  at  fix  o'clock. 

"When  he  rejoined  Wilkinfon,  he  could  not  help 
mentioning  this  extraordinary  conduct  both  of  his 
fifter  and  wife.  The  calamities  of  the  day  had 
entirely  drove  his  appointment  with  Cecilia  out 
of  that  young  man's  head ;  but  the  inftant  her 
name  was  mentioned,  the  adventure  of  the  lad 
evening,  as  well  as  his  intention  of  (landing 
forth  the  champion  of  Anna,  returned  to  his  me- 
mory. 

As  it  wanted  fome  time  of  their  dinner  hour, 
and  his  drefs  required  alteration,  he  returned  to 
Grofvenor  Square,  leaving  Edwin  fully  determined 
nov/  in  earnefl  to  purfue  the  only  obje^l  on  earth 
that  appeared  worth  the  trouble ;  he  therefore  or- 
dered Bates  to  attend  him  early  the  next  morning, 
intending  to  go  to  Layton  j  from  whence  he  would 
not  return  till  he  had  tried  every  argument  which 
love  and  the  offer  of  his  large  fortune  could  furnifti 
him  with. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.        LXII. 


Embarrajfments, 

r\  T  the  appointed  hour  the  company  met  in 
INIrs.  Edwin's  drawing  room,  namely,  the  lady  her- 
felf,  P^^Iifs  Edwin,  a  Mrs.  Corbet,  Count  INIaxwell, 
Colonel  Mendez,  Mr.  Edwin,  and  introduced  by 
that  gentleman,  laftly,  Mr.  Wilkinfcn. 

Mifs  Edwin  had  flattered  herfelf,  by  his  not 
keeping  his  appointment,  the  bocr  was  returned  to 
the  Welch  mountains  \  her  confufion  and  furprize, 
therefore,  at  the  fight  of  him  ufliered  in  by  her 
brother,  was  great,  but  not  equal  to  his,  en  recog- 
nizing, in  the  perfon  of  Mrs.  Edwin,  her  compa- 
nion in  the  park  \  and  in  thofe  of  the  two  gentle- 
men, their  efcorts  j  a  difcovery  that,  in  his  igno- 
rant way  of  thinliing,  did  not  at  all  fpeak  to  the 
credit  of  either  party.  IMrs.  Edwin  changed  co- 
lour, as  much  as  rouge  an  inch  deep  would  fuffer 
her  ;  and  indeed  her  confufion  was  fo  vifible,  Mrs. 
Corbet  aiked  her  if  fhe  was  indifpofed  .?  The  fer- 
vant  juft  fliewing  hirafelf  at  the  door,  as  the  fignal 
for  dinner,  happily  relieved  her  from  a  qucftion 
put  with  all  the  innocence  in  the  world  in  mere 
mahce. 

The  dinner  paiTed  without  any  of  the  party,  ex- 
cept the  one  lady  vifitor,  doing  credit  to  the  deli- 
cacies before  them.  Colonel  Mendez  found  him^ 
felf  exceedingly  embarrafl^ed  at  the  piercing  black 
eyes  of  Mr.  Edwin,  who  feemed  to  look  into  a  foul 
not  very  well  prepared  for  fuch  a  ftri61:  fcrutiny. 
He  had,  indeed,  never  appeared  to  fo  little  advan- 
tage 
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tage  before  his  miftrcfs.  An  air  of  conftraint 
clouded  the  ufual  gaiety  and  eafe  of  his  mien — and 
ftrange  as  it  actually  was,  he  found  himfelf  at  a 
lofs  for  words. 

The  Count  was  guarded  in  every  look  and  a£lion  ; 
he  was  a  very  fine  figure,  polite  and  well  bred,  a 
foreigner  by  birth,  though  perfectly  converfant 
with  the  Englifli  tongue  ;  he  appeared  thoughtful 
and  referved. 

Mrs.  Edwin  was  at  no  time  a  woman  whofe 
talents  would  much  adorn  her  elevated  rank ;  flie 
was  now  particularly  deficient,  and  not  a  little  by 
her  behaviour  did  fhe  add  to  the  very  poor  opinion 
Wilkinfon  entertained  of  her. 

Cecilia,  fpite  of  her  coquetry,  of  the  prefence 
of  her  lover,  and  of  the  difagreeable  rencontre 
with  Wilkinfon,  could  not  entirely  hide  her  emo- 
tions, at  the  animated  account  given  of  Charles 
Herbert  j  he  was  indeed  7:oiu  ai"^  indigent  wan- 
derer, his  eftate  gone,  his  fortune  ruined,  himfelf 
and  his  family  dependent  on  hers,  there  was  no 
poflibiHty  of  indulging  her  partiality  for  him  ;  flic 
could  not  be  fo  mean ;  yet  his  perfon,  his  fenti- 
ments,  his  manners,  recurred  in  the  moft  pleafing 
forms  to  her  imagination  ;  fhe  gave  them  a  figh : 
— what  more  has  a  coquette  to  beftcw  on  the  un- 
fortunate ? — and  turned  her  willing  ear  to  the 
flattery  of  the  more  profperous  Colonel. 

'i'he  parade  and  oftentation  of  the  meal,  ren- 
dered ilill  more  tedious  by  the  hurry  every  body 
feemed  in  to  get  it  over,  was  at  length  removed. 

Mr.  Edwin  was  trying  to  draw  the  Colonel  into 
a  convcrfiition  he  as  induftrioufly  avoided,  when 
Wilkinfon,  as  the  ladies  were  retiring,  claimed 
Cecilia's  promife  of  half  an  hour's  audience. 

A  requeft  fo  odd,  at  fuch  a  time,  furprifed  her 
brother,  and  alarmed  the  lover;  which  he  per- 
ceiving, as  well  as  the  young  lady's  embarrafTment, 

added, 
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added,  if  it  would  not  intrude  on  the  etiquette  of 
form,  he  would  be  glad  it  might  be  in  the  prefent 
company. 

Cecilia,  not  daring  either  to  deny  or  explain  the 
manner  in  which  the  promife  was  obtained,  filently 
fufFered  him  to  lead  her  to  her  feat,  while  Mrs. 
Edwin  had  recourfe  to  her  falts,  which  were 
brought  in  by  Frajan. 

Wilkinfon's  whole  foul  was  in  the  caufe  of  his 
beloved  Anna  ;  he  boldly  and  manfully  expatiated 
on  the  beauty  of  her  perfon,  the  extent  of  her  un- 
derflanding  and  on  the  graces  of  her  mind ;  he  re- 
peated many  inftances  of  the  greatnefs  of  her  foul, 
and  the  goodnefs  of  her  heart  ;  he  brought  to  the 
mind  of  Cecilia  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  her 
friend,  Mrs.  Manfel ;  her  upright  condu61:,  and  her 
unimpeached  chara£ler  ;  mentioned  it  as  the  pride 
of  his  heart  that  it  had  been  devoted  to  Mifs 
Manfel,  and  as  his  feverefl  affliftion  to  have  been 
rejeclied ;  he  followed  her  to  London,  when  he 
found  fhe  might  have  been  ftiU  more  advantageoufly 
and  more  honourably  eflablilhed  3  and  then  repeat- 
ed the  cruelty  and  injuftice  with  which  fhe  had 
been  treated  ;  told  them  the  calumny  fhe  had  lain 
under,  both  \yith  refpecl  to  Mr.  Edwin  and  other 
as  infamous  charges,  in  confequence  of  which,  he 
added,  in  a  voice  choked  with  the  feelings  of  his 
heart,  fhe  is  at  this  moment  a  deferted,  unprotected 
fugitive,  without  money,  friends,  or  the  means  of 
procuring  any  :  and  then  folemnly  demanded  of 
Mifs  Jidwin  her  authority  for  the  accufations  flie 
had  thought  proper  to  abet  againfl  a  young  perfon 
who  had  never  offended  her. 

This  application  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Edwin, 
whofe  furprize  is  not  to  be  exprefled  at  the  intelli- 
gence this  harangue  conveyed. 

Mifs  Edwin  rang  for  Erajan; — that  lady  had 
wifely  withdrawn  herfelf ; — fhe  was  gone  out. 

«  What," 
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"  What,"  faid  Mifs  Edwin,  "  without  my 
*'  leave  ?  well,  it  is  of  no  import ;  I  believe  I  have 
"  evidence  you  will  not  difpute;"  fhe  then  re- 
peated, in  her  turn,  all  that  Frajan  had  told  her, 
and  haughtily  produced  Lord  Sutton's  card,  in 
confirmation  of  Anna's  guilt. 

*'  Wliatever,"  anfwered  Wilkinfon,  **  was  the 
*^  fituation  or  diflrefs  of  Anna's  infancy,  I  am 
**  clearly  convinced  the  a£lions  of  her  maturer 
**  years  have  been  (Iriftly  confident  with  the  moft 
"  immaculate  honour ;  and  here,"  he  continued, 
^'  is  a  proof,  that  whatever  might  be  Lord  Sutton's 
*'  fentimeiits,  at  that  period,  he  has  been  convinced 
*'  they  were  founded  in  er^or." 

To  the  unfpeakable  aflonifhment  of  Mifs  Edwin, 
and  all  prefent,  he  gave  his  Lordfhip's  offer  of 
marriage  into  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Edwin,  who 
could  now  attend  to  what  was  going  forward; 
after  perufing  it,  fhe  hinted  her  fufpicions  of  a 
forgery,  in  which  i^'ifs  Edwin  chofe  to  accord, 
though  in  her  own  mind  fhe  was  convinced  not 
only  of  its  authenticity,  but  of  the  injury  done  our 
heroine. 

The  hand  and  feal  could  not  be  counterfeits. 
Lord  Sutton's  violent  love  fit  for  her  had  gone  off 
in  a  manner  no  lefs  fudden  than  furprifing,  and  he 
had  lately  wholly  declined  vifiting  in  Portman 
Square.  Cecilia  wanted  not  cunning — and  her 
penetration  at  difcovering  fchemes  of  iniquity  was 
quick  in  proportion  to  her  powers  and  inclination 
for  forming  them  j  it  was  therefore  miich  eafier 
for  her  to  develope  Lord  Sutton's  motive,  than  to 
account  for  Frajan's,  of  whofe  fidelity  fhe  had  not 
a  doubt. 

Wilkinfon  afked  for,  and  was  permitted  to  re- 
tain, Lord  Sutton's  card ;  and  the  ladies  then  re- 
tired, the  gentlemen  accompanying  them,  to  their 
coffee,  in  order  to  attend  them  tO'  the- opera. 

Mr.  Edwin, 
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Mr.  Edwin,  tco  much  taken  up  with  his  own 
affairs  7Joiv  to  think  of  his  fifter's,  very  gladly  fuf- 
fered  the  gallant  Colonel,  for  this  time,  to  efcape 
his  farther  obfervation  ;  and  the  moment  he  could 
get  rid  of  Wilkinfon,  his  favourite  fervant  was  dif- 
patched  to  Lay  ton,  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the 
anecdotes  he  had  juft  heard  j  and  as  foon  as  he  had 
given  him  proper  inftruftions,  followed  Wilkinfon, 
by  appointment,  to  Grofvenor  Square. 

Mrs.  Herbert's  grief  for  the  dreadful  and  fudden 
death  of  her  hufband  was  greatly  mollified  by  her 
fenfe  of  the  refignation  due  to  the  difpenfations  of 
that  Being  flie  truly  ferved,  without  the  parade  or 
(hew  of  being  righteous  over  much — her  concern 
for  the  v/elfare  of  her  children  was  her  firfl  earthly 
obje<Sl  •,  and  now  that  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Herbert 
was  no  more,  fhe  confidered  their  claim  on  her  as 
doubled. 

Mr.  Wilkinfon's  attention  to  her  and  her  intereil, 
filled  her  with  efleem  and  gratitude  •,  he  knew  all 
Mr.  Herbert's  affairs  at  the  works,  and  urged  the 
immediate  necelTity  there  was  for  her  prefence  at 
the  caftle  ;  but  there  alfo  was  an  execution  as  well 
as  in  the  works  ;  it  was  not,  therefore,  fit  fhe 
fhould,  in  her  prefent  dircrelTed  fhate  of  mind,  go 
there  !  yet  fomething  muO;  be  done  ;  and  although 
Wilkinfon  was  loath  to  leave  London  without  hear- 
ing fome  tidings  of  Anna,  his  own  willies  gave  way 
to  his  grateful  defire  of  being  of  fome  ufe  to  Mrs. 
Herbert. 

V/hen  Mr.  Edwin  came,  he  found  him  refolved 
on  fetting  out  for  Wales  as  foon  as  the  funeral  of 
the  deceafed  v/as  over.  This  delay  ^^'as  rendered 
unneceflary  by  Mr.  Edwin's  promifing  to  take  on 
hinifelf  the  whole  dire^Stion  of  that,  the  care  of 
Tyrrel,  and  every  thing  &\{e,  in  tov/n,  to  render  his 
aunt  as  eafy  as  the  recent  calamity  would  admit. 
He  accordingly  took  leave  of  them  over  night,  in 

order 
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order  to  go  early  in  the  mornii.g ;  and  Edwin  re- 
turned home  again,  to  the  furprize  of  his  domef- 
tics,  before  ten  o'clock,  havinp;  called  at  the 
undertaker's,  and  given  very  liberal  direftions  re- 
fpedling  the  interment  of  Mr.  Herbert  ;  which, 
though  as  private  as  poffible,  he  defired  iliould  be 
very  handforne. 

Mrs.  Edwin  and  Cecilia  returned  from  the  opera 
in  the  fame  company  they  went,  much  miOrtified, 
howev^er,  at  the  condolence  of  their  friends  on  the 
fliocking  event  in  their  family,  Vv'hich  had  told 
them,  in  pretty  plain  terms,  the  indecency  pf  their 
appearing  in  pxibJic  v/hile  the  afEiir  was  fo  recent  ; 
indeed  this  was  not  the  firft  thing  that  had  hap- 
pened in  public  very  humiliating  to  thofe  ladies ; 
who  had  lately  perceived,  though  their  routs  were 
ftill  crouded,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  tickets  lef*: 
at  their  door,  that  in  private  and  feleft  parties, 
and  in  places  where  women,  whofe  prefence  car- 
ried propriety  with  it,  reforted,  they  were  often 
excluded.  Their  efcorts  at  all  places  where  they 
were  feen,  were  certainly  of  that  ftamp,  that  few 
chofe  to  difpute  with  them  the  honour  of  their 
acquaintance. 

Out  of  humour  with  themfclvcs,  they  more 
willingly  liilened  to  the. entertainment  otlered  by 
their  beaux  :  but  this  they  were  foon  deprived 
of  •,  for  the  happy  flow  of  fpirits  pofiefled  by 
Mendez,  and  the  foft  languifiiings  of  the  divine 
Count,  both  vanlOied  at  the  fight  of  Mr.  Edwin. 

IMrs.  Corbet,  a  widow  of  fmall  fortune,  but  ex- 
penfive  eibiblillmient,  had,  at  dinner,  been  parti- 
cularly attentive  to  Edwin,  and  flie  refumed  the 
fame  conduct  at  their  return  home  ;  but  as  the 
gentlemen  foon  took  leave,  and  as  her  orders  for 
hiCr  chair  v/ere  not  taken  any  notice  of,  (he  could 
not  decently  out-fbay  them.  In  the  time  that  re- 
mained, nothing   but  wearinefs,    conftraint,    and 

ill- 
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ill-humour,  were  vifible  ;  after,  however,  agreeing 
that  it  was  neceflary  to  put  on  mourning,  which 
the  ladies  faid  was  the  moft  becoming  thing  in  the 
world,  and  fettling  the  etiquette  of  what  order  of 
people  was  proper  to  let  in,  Mr.  Edwin  forced 
himfelf  to  afk  after  their  entertainment. 

"  Oh  !  it  was  odious ;  nothing  but  frights  at  the 
**  opera,  though  an  immenfe  croud,  the  men  loll- 
''  ing  on  each  others  fhoulders,  wholly  attentive  to 
*'  themfelves;  and  the  women  nothing  but  im- 
"  pertinence  and  folly."  He  took  not  the  trouble 
to  accede  with,  or  contradict  their  opinions,  but 
formally  wifhing  them  a  good  night,  left  his 
wife  and  lifter  to  their  own  fociety. 

The  moment  the  polite  huft)and  entered  his  libra- 
ry his  man  appeared.  The  firft  glance  of  his  coun- 
tenance aflured  Mr.  Edwin  he  was  full  of  news  *, 
and,  indeed,  fo  he  was. 


CHAP.      LXIII. 

Return  to  Anna, 


i  H  E  fituation  in  which  we  parted  with  our  he- 
roine was  fo  interefting  and  deplorable,  that  I  make 
no  doubt  my  reader  will  condemn  me  for  leaving 
her  fo  long  in  fuch  a  ftate. 

The  fever  v/as,  as  prognofticated,  of  the  erup- 
tive kind  ;  it  was  the  fmall-pox.  The  rigitation  of 
her  mind  had  forwarded  the  infeftion,  which  (he 
had  received  in  walking  to  Mrs.  "WcUers'  the  day 
before  ;  and  at  the  period  I  have  mentioned  of  Ed- 
win's fending  to  the  village,  foe  had  not  recovered 
her  fenfes. 

Bates 
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Bates  found  every  thing  advanced  by  Wiikinfou 
confirmed  by  the  people  of  the  place.  Mrs.  Wil- 
fon,  who  did  not  know  him,  aflured  him  Anna  was 
gone  off  with  Squire  Edwin,  which  he  did  not  think 
neceflary  to  contradict  ;  and  this  being  all  the  in- 
formation he  could  by  any  means  collect,  he  left 
Layton. 

In  returning  through  the  city,  he  recolleded  his 
fifter,  who  having  lolt  her  hufl:»nnd,  a  mafter  of  a 
man  of  v/ar,  was  come  to  tcvv-n  to  receive  lome 
prize  money  due  to  him,  and  get  her  penfion :  fhe 
had  twice  dined  at  the  fecond  table  in  Portman 
fquare,  and,  as  he  fuppofed  (lie  would  fcon  be  lea- 
ving town,  took  the  opportunity  of  calling  at  her 
lodgings. 

He  afcended  the  ftairs  to  her  apartment  without 
feeing  any  one  ;  but  when  he  entered,  the  front 
room,  he  was  furprized  to  find  his  fifter  and  her 
landlady  in  tears,  and  a  large  quantity  of  phials  on 
the  mantle-piece  ;  which  furprize  was  increafed 
with  their  hiftory  of  the  niatter  that  occafioned 
fueh  an  appearance  ; — his  fifter  was  the  very  iden- 
tical Mrs.  Hughes,  who  had  fo  humanely  given  up 
her  bed  to  Anna. 

Bates  was  ftruck  with  the  account,  which  tally- 
ing in  point  of  time  with  the  abfence  of  Mifs  Man- 
fel,  he  begged  to  fee  her. 

Swelled  as  was  her  lovely  face,  and  inflamed  as 
were  her  eyes,  he  inftantly  knew  her,  as  fhe  lay 
reftlefs  and  talking  inwardly,  but  of  what  he  could 
not  make  out  :  the  joy  this  difcoverygave  him,  may 
be  conceived  to  be  great,  as  he  knew  the  genero- 
fity  of  his  mafter,  in  affairs  where  his  pleafures  were 
concerned,  to  be  unbounded :  however,  he  took 
care  to  conceal  his  knowledge  of  the  poor  ftranger, 
till  he  fliould  receive  his  mafter's  commands,  and 
left  them  with  a  promife  to  call  the  next  morning. 

Vol.  II.  F  Mr. 
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Mr.  Edwin  gratified  him  beyond  his  mofl  fan- 
guine  expectation  ;  and  charged  him  to  return  as 
he  had  appointed,  and  get  his  fifler  at  any  rate  to 
their  interefl  ;  to  order  a  phyfician,  to  let  nothing 
be  wanted;  to  charge  Mrs.  Hughes,  Anna  if  reco- 
vered her  fenfes,  never  to  drop  a  word  of  him  or 
his  family  ;  and,  finally,  to  inquire  if  the  lofs  of  her 
beauty  would  be  the  confequence  of  her  diforder. 

Bates  faithfully  executed  his  commilTion,  but 
finding  his  fifler  rather  nicer  in  the  matter  than  he 
expedled,  or  thought  neceflary,  he  bound  her  to 
the  mod:  folemn  promife  not  to  betray  the  name  of 
the  friend  who  would  wifh  to  fupport  Anna,  to 
her. 

A  proper  nurfe  was  then  procured  and  a  phyfi- 
cian fent  for,  mofl  famous  in  the  diforder  ;  and 
Bates  had  the  good  luck  to  carry  his  mafler  two 
very  acceptable  pieces  of  news  ;  namely,  that  the 
doAor  gave  the  greatell  hopes  of  preferving  both 
the  life  and  beauty  of  his  patient. — Again  he  was 
rewarded,  and  again  difpatched  v/ith  frefh  orders 
to  fpare  nothing  money  could  purchafe,  and  to 
obferve,  with  refpecl  to  Mr.  Ed-win,  profound 
fecrecy. 

Mrs*  Hughes  was  a  widow  of  twenty-eight ;  the 
beft  tempered  creature  in  the  world  :  her  father 
was  a  tenant  to  the  late  Mr.  Turbville,  and  now  to 
young  Edwin,  on  an  eftate  adjoining  Sir  William 
Edwin's — Bates^  her  brother,  had  been  taken  very 
voung  to  wait  on  his  prefent  mafler,  and  had  now 
lived  with  him  twelve  years  ;  had  been  the  Tour, 
and  indeed  was  the  faithful  repofitory  of  all  his 
fecrets.  The  confidence  his  mafler  repofed  in  him, 
was  well  known  not  to  be  of  the  mofl  laudable  na- 
ture ;  and  this  good  woman  would  have  been  far 
more  fatisfied  to  have  fupported  the  unknown 
young  perfon  at  lier  own  expence  than  to  have 
been  fo  afTifted,  under  fuch  injundions  5  becaufe 

the 
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the  whole  country  round  Dennis  Place  not  only 
loved,  but  feared  the  Edwin  family  too  much  to  do 
any  thing  that  could  fubje61:  them  to  their  relent- 
ment,  not  daring  to  diibbey  the  orders  of  Mr., 
Edwin  -,  flie  was  yet  very  much  diflatisfied  on  being 
fo  rellrained  •, — every  day  and  hour  brought  frelli 
inftances  of  Mr.  Edwin's  folicitude  for  Anna's  re- 
covery :  and  the  feventh  day  her  fenfes  returned  ; 
but  what  a  ftate  did  fhe  find  herfelf  in  ! 

As  foon  as  her  mental  powers  rcfumed  their  place, 
and  recolle61:ion  returned,  what  a  dreadful  gloom 
prefented  itfelf  !  She  had  but  a  faint  remembrance 
of  accepting  Mrs.  Hughes's  bed,  but  all  the  prece- 
ding events  came  unfought  into  her  fickening  ima- 
gination ;  the  violence  of  the  fever  abated  with  the 
turn  of  her  diforder,  but  Ihe  was  fo  weak  as  to  be 
unable  to  fpeak,  and  fo  fore  as  to  be  unable  to 
move  ;  the  tears  that  gufhed  from  her  eyes,  were 
the  fir  ft  proofs  to  the  women  about  her,  that  fhe 
was  fenfible. 

Their  attention  and  tendernefs  were  redoubled  ; 
every  thing  that  could  footh  or  revive  her  was 
done  •,  and,  as  fhe  grew  ftronger,  every  painful 
retrofpe^l  avoided  ;  but  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
their  kindnefs  to  banifli  the  killing  thoughts  with 
which  her  fituation  filled  her. 

The  more  fhe  was  obliged  to  thofe  humane 
ftrangers,  the  more  the  idea  of  the  expence  and 
trouble  they  had  been  at  affli£led  her  ;  fhe  regret- 
ted, in  the  agonies  of  her  foul,  the  preferving  her 
exiftence,  which  feemed  from  her  infancy  to  be 
devoted  to  mifery ;  and  her  extreme  grief  not  only 
counterafted  the  efFe£l  of  thofe  medicines  which 
were  prefcribed,  but  kept  her  in  fo  a  weak  Hate, 
that  ths  Doctor  began  to  be  apprehenfive  for  her 
life. 

Bates  was  conftantly  there  three  times  a  day  \ 

aad    this    piece   of  ill  news   he  did   not  fail   to 
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carry  to  Mr.  Edwin  ;  who,  diilra^^ed  at  the  thoughts 
of  now  lofing  her,  contrived,  (as  he  fuppofed,  with 
great  reafon,  her  low  ftate  was  aggravated  by  the 
diftrefs  of  her  circumllances)  a  plan,  from  which 
he  hoped  the  moft  favourable  confequences. 

He  had  got  into  his  poflelhon  the  two  letters  Mrs. 
Manfel  had  wrote  to  Anna,  and  by  their  help  pro* 
cured  one  to  be  wrote,  as  from  that  good  man, 
exprefling  the  moft  paternal  folicitude  for  her  re- 
covery, affigning  his  own  infirm  ftate  of  health  as 
the  reafon  he  came  not  himfelf — told  her  he  had, 
by  means  of  a  friend,  traced  her  with  great  diffi- 
culty, and  inclofed  a  bill  for  thirty  pounds  recom- 
mending it  to  her  to  keep  as  concealed  as  polTible. 

This  letter  was  delivered  her  by  the  late  Mr. 
Herbert's  footman,  a  man  whom  flie  well  knew, 
and  who  being  now  wholly  dependent  on-  Mr.  Ed- 
win, he  could  not  doubt  the  fidelity  of. 

Anna  wept,  and  alked  a  thoufand  queflions  of 
the  man,  who  promifed  to  call  again  before  he  left 
town.  The  great  trouble  her  malady  had  occa- 
fioned  in  the  houfe  where  (lie  was,  rendered  this 
bill  very  acceptable  j  though  it  was  accompanied 
with  regret  at  being  ftill  in  want  of  the  fupport, 
flie  knew  her  paternal  friend  could  ill  fpare. 

However,  with  the  firft  gleam  of  pleafure  they 
had  feen  on  her  countenance,  flie  infilled  on  paying 
them  for  their  attendance,  and  what  they  had  dif- 
burfed  for  her.  This  Mrs.  Hughes  was  inftrudted 
to  gratify  her  in  *,  and  having  made  out  a  very  tri- 
fling account,  was  handfomely  paid.  The  Doftor, 
too,  took  his  fees  from  her  ;  and  now  a  little  more 
at  eafc,  fhe  recovered  her  flrength  and  fpirits. 
The  diforder,  though  very  thick  on  her  body,  had 
been  remarkably  favourable  to  her  face.  She  had 
yet  money  enough  to  fupport  her  for  a  little  time, 
and  to  purchafc  a  few  neceffaries  (he  wanted. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.         LXIV. 


Ait'eting  cf  Qui  Frlef:(ls. 

1  H  E  fii-il  day  Anna  was  able  to  fit  up  to  dinner, 
Mrs.  Hughes,  M-ith  the  wojTian  ofthehoufe  and  her 
daughter,  partook,  at  her  requeil,  of  the  Httle  re- 
pafl:  ;  vv'hich,  when  ended,  fhe  took  the  occafion 
to  .thank  tliem  fevcrally  for  their  great  kindnefr.  \ 
adding,  that  as  the  appearance  of  fueh  a  young 
creature,  thrown  upon  their  charity  in  fo  remark:.- 
ble  a  manner,  who  neither  then  nor  now  feemed 
to  be  the  care  or  concern  of  any  body,  and  who 
really  was  more  deftitu'-e  of  relations  than,  God  be 
praifed,  fhe  was  of  friends,  f-nce  (Ik-  knew  fne  had 
cne  of  the  latter  defcription,  thou^i;h  flie  was  not 
bleft  v/lth  any  of  the  former,  mud  liave  excited  their 
curiofity  ;  a  curiofity  fo  n:iri;ral,  that  if  it  was  un- 
tinftured  with  doubts  to  lier  difadvantage,  their 
confidence  mufl  be  the  refultof  tlieir  own  goodnefs 
of  heart ;  flie  would,  therefore,  tell  them  the  fad 
claims  ilie  had  on  their  humane  feelings. 

"  Alas  !  (continued  fhe,  weeping)  the  accident 
"  that  brought  me  here  is  not  the  firfl  by  which  I 
**  have  been  left  a  mifcrable  orphan  on  the  pity  of 
**  ftrangers  ;  I  am  not  acquainted  with  my  own 
^^  name,  the  one  I  go  by  is  that  of  the  friend  to 
"  whofe  paternal  love  I  owe  the  power  of  repaying 
'*  the  pecuniary  obligations  1  was  under  to  you  5 
*'  you  have  before  you,  my  good  friends,  the  child 
"  of  forrow,  the  daughter  of  charily  j  what,  or 
"  who  my  parents  v/ere,  or  whether  I  am  by  blood 
"  connected  with  a  living  being,  I  know  not  ;  the 
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"  perfon  fuppofed  to  be  my  father,  died  at  a  ftrange 
"  lodging,  where  he  had  not  fo  much  as  flept  ; 
"  and  I  was  taken  from  thence  by  a  clergyman.'* 
"  Who,  merciful  God  !"  exclaimed  the  landlady 
of  the  houfe,  trembling  with  eagernefs,  "  was  that 
"  clergyman's  name  Dalton  ? — Anna  aftonifhed, 
anfwered  il:  was. 

"  And  yours,  my  dear  child,"  faid  the  woman, 
"  is  Anna  ;  oh  !  my  fv/eet  creature  (embracing 
"  her)  have  hope,  have  confidence  in  the  wifdom  as 
"  well  as  the  m.ercy  of  that  being,  who,  in  a  more 
"  dreadful  Hate  than  that  of  defcrted  infancy,  con- 
**  dufted  you  a  fecond  time  to  the  fame  humble 
"  inflrument  of  his  goodnefs  for  prefervation ;  yes, 
"  my  child,  it  was  at  my  houfe  your  father  cx- 
*^  pired,  and  neceffity  only  could  have  prevailed  on 
"  me  ever  to  refign  you,  though  I  could  not 
"  doubt  Mrs.  Dalton's  care  of  you  .•  but  now  we 
"  part  no  more." 

Anna  having  been  told  the  perfon  at  whofe 
houfe  fhe  was  left  was  dead,  could  hardly  credit  the 
woman's  aiTertions  ;  the  particulars,  indeed,  had 
never  been  willingly  entered  on  by  Dalton,  and 
when  by  dint  of  perfevering  intreaties,  he  could  be 
dragged  into  the  fubjc?.  5  he  told  her  no  perfon 
was  now  living  but  himfclf,  that  was  in  any  way 
witnefs  to  the  fudden  diiTolution  of  her  parents, 
who  were  foreigners.  When  (he  repeated  thofe 
circumfiianccs  to  Mrs.  Clark  (it  was  indeed  her)  and 
the  viciffitudcs  of  her  life,  fhe  again  and  again  em- 
braced her,  calling  her  by  every  endearing  epithet, 
and  bid  her  look  forward  with  certain  hope,  to  the 
events  of  a  life  fo  miraculoully  preferved. — "  My 
'*  dear  child,"  faid  fhe,  "  what  end  that  man, 
"  who  I  always  believed  a  good  Chriftian,  could 
**  have  in  deceiving  you,  I  can't  think  ;  it  is  now 
"  many  years  fmce  I  loft  all  traces  of  him  or  you, 
"  and  my  own  circujnftances  getting  from  bad  to 
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**  worfe,  he  might  not  be  more  rucccfsful  in  his 
"  inquiries  after  me  ;  but  he  hss  in  porielTion  things 
"  you  (hould  certainly  be  acquainted  with,  which 
"  might  lead  to  a  difcovery  cf  your  family;  your 
"  father,  lamfure,  was  a  gentleman." 

She  then  told  her  every  circumi\ance  that  hap- 
pened both  to  him  and  the  woman  who  accompa- 
nied him  ;  to  which  was  added,  the  account  of 
what  effecS^s  were  left ;  the  value  of  the  watch  and 
rings  was  not  the  obje6l  that  mcil  flruck  them, 
it  was  the  entire  concealment  of  them  and  the  box 
of  papers. 

While  the  fad  retrofpc(fi-  of  the  event  which  liad 
deprived  cur  heroine  of  every  natural  friend,  and 
expofed  her  to  the  manifold  evils  of  poverty  and  the 
cutting  neceffity  of  being  dependent  on  ftrangers  for 
fubfifbence,  filled  her  with  grief  and  agcny:  (lie 
could  not  help  joining  in  admiration  at  that  i'rovi- 
dence  v/hlch  guided  her  flieps  to  the  habitation  of 
the  only  psrfon  in  the  world,  befides  the  Daltcns, 
who  could  give  her,  from  their  -  own  knov.dedge^ 
infcrmation  of  v/hat  was  of  fc  much  confecucnce 
for  her  to  know. 

Mrs.  Clark  prctellcd  flie  never  more  fliould  leave 
her,  except  for' her  own  advantage^  or  till  fomebo- 
dy  owned  her — and  perceiving" tiTc  forrow  this  hint 
excited^  charged  her  to  keep  up  her  fpirits,  Once 
file  was  fure,  her  life  had  not  been  fo  evidently  the 
peculiar  care  of  heaven  for  nothing; — '*'  Here  onlv 
"  think,"  faid  (lie,  "  what  a  bielTmg  it  is  you 
**  fliould  have  fuch  an  education  to  fct  off  your 
*'  fweet  face,  and  novv^  that  face  fo  charmingly  pre- 
**  ferved  ;  and  then,  again^  you  fee  in  how  many 
"  inftances  you  have  met  v/ith  fuch  good  friends  5 
"  you  mufl  take  the  bitter  with  the  fweet,  and  all, 
"  I  am  fure,  will  be  for  the  beft." 

The  effufions  of  a  joyful  heart  were  vifible  in  all 
Mrs.    Clark's  words  ;    but,    notwithflanding    her 

confidence 
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confidence  in  tlie  principles  of  the  reverend  tciichcr, 
ihe  had  at  times  very  flronf];  fiifpicions  that  the 
trunk  contained  fomething  he  vaflicd  not  to  be 
known,  and  his  fo  induftrioufly  concealing  it  from 
Anna,  that,  and  every  other  circumflance  that 
could  lead  to  any  knowledge  of  her  family,  now  as 
ftrongly  confirmed  thofe  fufpieions— 5/6f  was  in 
renlity^  what  he  appeared  \  fober  and  religious  j  her 
outward  profefFions  were  perfectly  confiflent  with 
the  principles  on  which  her  anions  were  founded 
— She  Vr'as  ftill  a  member  of  a  Methodift  fociety, 
and  for  thofe  tenets  flie  had  :he  (trongeft  partiality. 
To  fuppofe  a  rninifter,  who  was  held  in  high  efti- 
matioa  among  the  preachers  of  her  fecSl,  guilty  of 
wronging  an  orphan,  under  the  fand:ion  of  cha- 
rity, w^as  fcandalizing  the  whole  body,  and  was 
what  fhe  wifhed  to  avoid,  more  efpecially  as  it 
might  not  be  fc — he  might  have  motives  for  his 
eondudl:  perfefily  confiftent  with  the  facred  cha- 
ra6ler,  though  not  requifite  to  be  made  public  ; 
but  thofe  fhe  was  refolved  to  inquire  into — With- 
out, therefore,  hinting  at  her  defign,  fhe  contented 
herfelf  for  the  prefent  with  fliewing  every  kindnefs 
to  Anna,  who  was  again  brought  under  her  roof  in 
fo  deftitute  a  fituation — She  could-^  fhe  faid,  not 
doubt,  but  Providen'ce  meant  her  to  be  the  humble 
ineails,  either  of  reitoring  her  to  her  family,  or 
|irefer\ring  her  from  fome  dreadful  evil  which 
might  eife  have  awaited  her,  and  therefore,  poor 
ns  flie  was,  flie  was  fure  fomething  would  turn  up 
lo  enable  her  to  keep  her. 

The  words-  of  the  good  enthufiaft  ftruck  Mrs. 
Mughes  very  forcibly — her  own  ideas  of  the  plot 
laid  by  Mr.  Edwin  convinced  her  that  they  were 
iiideed  too  pregnant  with  truth,  and  half  converted 
sier  to  the  faith  by  which  they  were  infpired,  being 
fully  fatisfied  in  her  own  mind,  his  particular  at- 
tention to  fuch  a  young  perfon  could  have  but  one 
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end — her  confcicnce  reproached  her  for  conceah'ng 
fufpicions  fo  well  founded,  but  the  prejudices  of  her 
whole  life  were  too  ftrong  for  her  good  wifhes  *,  (he 
therefore  refolved  to  haflcn  the  conclufion  of  her 
bufmefs,  which  had  been  already  delayed  beyond 
her  expectation,  and  leave  town  as  foon  as  fhe 
could. 

Anna,  once  more  with  a  real  friend,  and  treated 
with  maternal  indulgence,  recovered  daily  ;  and 
Mrs-  Clark  bringing  to  her  mind  conftantly  her  loft 
friend  Mrs.  Manfel,  the  Llandore  family  likewife 
obtruded  themfelves  on  her  ideas — The  fuit  of 
clothes  flie  had  embroidered  for  Lady  Edwin,  fo 
much  admired,  gave  her  the  hint  of  a  mode  by 
which  {he  might  perhaps  procure  the  means  of  fub- 
fiftence,  were  more  flattering  to  her  pride  than  go- 
ing to  fervice — She  had  no  fooner  mentioned  it  to 
Mrs.  Clark,  than  fhe  fallied  out  in  queft  of  work. 

But  whether  it  was  her  appearance,  which  was 
that  of  a  primitive  Chriftian,  in  a  plain  black  fattin 
bonnet  and  cloak,  a  light  brown  fine  camblet  gown, 
fmall  iharp  features,  or  whether  fhe  happened  to 
apply  to  {hops  who  were,  as  they  faid,  overftocked 
with  hands,  ilie  returned  tired  and  unfuccefsful. 

Poor  Anna  was  much  difappointed,  but  recol- 
Ie£ling  the  perfon  who  got  the  trimming  made  for 
Lady  Edwin,  employed  a  great  number  of  people, 
as  {he  had  been  once  at  his  houfe  with  that  lady, 
fhe  refolved  as  foon  as  her  health  would  permit  her 
to  go  out,  to  try  her  own  luck. 

in  the  mean  while,  Mr.  Edwin  having  fettled  all 
Mrs.  Herbert's  affairs,  and  paid  the  expence  of 
Tyrrel's  accident,  began  to  grow  impatient  to  fee 
our  heroine — Mrs.  Hughes,  however,  infifled  he 
fhould  not  come  to  her  lodgings,  without  leave 
from  Anna — her  inconvenient  fcruples  greatly  em- 
barraffed  him  ;  he  had  no  hopes  of  obtaining  fuch 
a  permilTion  whik  {he  was  there,  he  therefore 
F  5  infifted 
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infifted  on  her  immediate  removal,  which  (lie  was 
obliged  to  comply  with  and  returned  to  Wales 
without  compleating  her  bufmefs. 


CHAP.      LXV. 

The  Married  Lover. 


E 


DWIN  then  flattered  himfelf  little  trouble 
and  lefs  refiftance  would  attend  the  completion  of 
his  defires,  and  began  his  operations  with  great  fpi^ 
rit  ;  he  inquired  for  her  as  a  ftranger,  and  was  im- 
mediately fhewn  to  the  apartment  Mrs.  Hughes 
had  left.  Anna's  furprize  and  difpleafure  at  this 
vifit  were  equal  ;  it  affronted  her  virtue,  it  alarmed 
her  pride — Reduced  by  her  iilnefs,  weak,  and  lan- 
guid, fhe  was  an  interefting  and  affefling  objeft — 
Edwin's  heart  was  by  no  means  callous  to  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity ;  he  apologized  for  his  intrufion  ; 
and  with  tendernefs  and  delicacy  (when  fhe  had  re- 
covered her  firft  alarm)  made  the  mod  flaming  pro- 
feffion  of  a  violent  attachment — offered  her  a  carte 
blanche,  and,  throwing  himfelf  at  her  feet,  vowed 
it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  exifl  without  her. 

The  innate  love  of  virtue,  and  the  natural  abhor- 
rence of  vice  implanted  in  her  early  years  in  the 
mind  of  this  amiable  girl,  would  have  filled  her 
with  horror  at  fuch  a  propofal  from  any  one  ;  but 
in  this  inflance,  it  was  aggravated  by  her  knowledge 
of  his  recent  marriage,  his  family  connections,  and 
by  her  fenfe  of  juflice  and  propriety  ;  yet  her  in- 
dignation being  really  againft  the  vice,  while  the 
fon  of  Lady*Edwin,  the  relation  of  the  Herberts, 

was 
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was  on  thoic  accounts  theobje£l-  of  her  compafTion, 
Ihe  coolly  and  difpafTionately  rejected,  in  the  mofl 
unequivocal  terms,  all  his  offers  ;  remonftrated 
with  him  on  the  barbarity  of  his  condu<^  to  his 
wife,  and  the  fcandal  fuch  a  mode  of  living,  if 
adopted,  muft  entail  on  his  family — Eloquent  in 
tlie  caufe^^  of  honour,  flie  entreated  him  to  have 
fome  concern  for  the  peace  of  his  worthy  mother, 
and  fome  regard  for  the  credit  of  his  own  pofte- 
rity,  which  he  knew  to  be  of  fuch  confequcnce  to 
Sir  William  and  Lady  Edwin. 

He,  in  return,  denied  the  charge  of  barbarity  to 
his  wife,  as  fhe  had  quite  as  little  feeling  for  him 
as  he  could  poflibly  have  for  her  ;  his  mother,  his 
family,  and  his  pofterity  would  have  realon  to  blefs 
her,  if,  by  accepting  his  offer,  (he  would  conde- 
fcend  to  be  his  fweet  guide  through  life.  He  had 
no  joy  at  home,  no  pleafure  abroad ;  his  fortune 
was  already  impaired  by  the  want  of  happinefs  in 
hisdomeftic  circle,  fmce  he  had  run  from  one  evil 
to  another,  in  vain  fearch  of  the  content  he  found 
it  abfurd  to  feek  at  home.  Had  his  parents  really 
confulted  his  happinefs,  would  they  have  joined 
him  by  their  engagements,  fo  early  in  life,  to  a 
woman  he  could  not  help  defpifing  ;  in  the  union 
formed  for  him,  they  had  confidered  neither  his 
tafte  nor  his  inclinations ;  he  would  go  abroad  with 
her  5  flie  fhould  there  bear  his  name,  and  fhare  his 
fortune  ;  he  would  give  the  world  he  had  more  to 
offer  her. 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  our  heroine,  who 
faid  fhe  was  grieved  to  find  he  could  be  at  fuch 
eafe  with  himfelf,  on  fo  wicked  a  propofal,  as  to 
attempt  fuch  ajuflification.  She  could,  therefore, 
only  beg  him  to  have  fo  much  compaffion  for  her 
fituation  as  to  refrain  teazing,  and  fo  much  refpe£l 
for  unoffending  innocence  as  to  forbear  infulting 
her   farther  ;   it  would  anfwcr  no   pui  pofe  ;    he 

would 
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would  find  her  principles  were  not  to  be  corrupted ; 
find  as  to  her  inclinations  flie  had  told  him  long 
-ago,  and  fhe  now  folemnly  repeated  it,  was  it  in 
his  power  to  ofFer  her  marriage,  with  the  full  con- 
fentof  his  family,  poor,  deflitute  and  almcft  friend- 
lefs  as  fhe  was,  they  were  too  fervently  engaged  to 
admit  one  doubt  of  her  rejeftion,  not  only  of  him 
but  the  whole  worl-d. 

Mr.  Edwin  wanted  not  underftanding  nor  know- 
ledge of  the  female  heart  j  he  could  not  therefore 
doubt  but  the  lips  of  Anna  fpoke  the  language  of 
hers.  Mortifying  as  was  this  conviction,  it  did 
not  prevail  on  him  to  forego  a  fuit  in  which  all  his 
defires  were  fo  interefted  ;  the  greater  the  difficulty, 
the  more  valuable  the  conqueft.  The  place  of  her 
refidence  was  wholly  unknown  to  any  but  himfelf ; 
file  was  poor,  and  but  for  him  muft  have  wanted 
common  neceflaries  ;  (he  would  yet  want  them,  if 
he  withheld  his  bounty.  He. found  in  her  iiight 
from  Dalton's,  her  repugnance  to  Sutton,  and 
though  he  knew  not  all  the  circum.flances,  he  na- 
turally fuppofed  the  more  the  report  of  her  being 
with  him  was  believed,  the  lefs  likely  fhe  would  be 
to  find  any  other  prot^or  ;  while,  therefore,  he 
could  contrive  to  keep  her  concealed,  whilfl  fhe 
continued  diftrefTed,  he  had  hopes,  and  while  there 
was  hopes,  he  would  perfifl.  AfFe6ting  to  be 
moved  by  her  arguments,  he  then  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  her  to  fufFer  him  to  vifit  her  as  a  friend, 
and  to  fupply  her  with  any  money  fhe  might  have 
occafion  for.  Anna  abfolutely  refufed  both,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  her  with  no  hopes  of  fuccefs 
to  his  wifhes,  but  thofe  founded  on  her  diftrefs. 
From  her  he  went  immediately  to  Dalton's,  and 
told  them  haughtily,  he  was  come  to  fee  Mifs 
Manfel's  clothes  fent  her.  The  poor  parfon  was 
(truck  into  confufion  at  this  requifition.  Was  it 
po(rible  .?  Could  Anna  be  with  Mr.  Edwin  at  laft  ? 

Farewell, 
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Farewell,  then,  to  all  his  hopes  from  his  noble 
patron.  In  the  fame  ftyle  of  proud  fuperiority, 
he  was  told  to  deliver  every  thing  belonging  to 
Anna.  Irrefoliite  how  to  ad:  for  the  beft,  that  is 
to  fay,  mod  for  his  own  intereft,  he  anfwered,  a 
gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  had  put  his  feal 
upon  her  trunks,  at  her  own  defirc  ;  that  gentle- 
inan  was  fent  for,  and  acquainted  with  the  demand. 
Dc^lor  Collet  furprized,  and  indeed  forry  to  fee 
this  undoubted  proof  of  her  being  with  Mr.  Edwin, 
anfwered,  if  Mifs  Manfel  had  fent  for  her  things, 
he  prefumed  the  gentleman  would  produce  her 
written  order.  No  ;  it  was  not  of  confequence  -, 
he  was  known,  and  would  be  anfwerable  for  his 
a6lions  ;  he  was  ready  to  pay  him  and  infifted  on 
having  the  ;trunks,  and  bid  them  detain  tkem  at 
their  peril. 

Dal  ton  recolle61:ing  all  was  now  over,  with  their 
hopes  of  the  friendfliip  of  the  peer,  and  concluding 
this  would  be  the  laft  advantage  he  could  cxpecS 
from  his  late  ward,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Collet,  he  greedily  feized  this  laft  occafion  of  pock- 
eting a  fum  of  money  on  her  account,  and  received 
from  Mr.  Edwin  a  draft  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  for  her  lodging,  board,  education,  and 
cloathing  ;  he  then  delivered  her  efFe6ls  to  the 
young  libertine,  who,  hugging  himfelf  on  his  fuc- 
cefs,  fent  them  in  an  hired  cart,  in  his  name,  to  an 
hotel  of  no  great  eminence  for  its  modefl  company, 
and  prefently  left  Layton.  Dod^or  Collet,  with  a 
rueful  countenance  and  difappointed  mind,  went 
firft  to  Mrs.  Wellers,  to  whom  he  related  the  vifit 
of  Mr.  Edwin,  lamenting  with  her  the  depravity  of 
the  times,  and  concluding  they  had  been  too  fan- 
guine  in  the  acquittal  of  Anna,  who,  however 
blamelefs  hitherto,  had  at  laft  entirely  forfeited  all 
Claim  to  efteem  ;  and  then  returned  home  to  write 
to  Mr.  Herbert. 

Mr.  Edwiuj 
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Mr.  Edwin,  highly  fatisfied  with  his  prize,  re- 
folved  to  make  a  merit  of  reftoring  it  to  Anna,  at 
the  fame  time  he  knew  it  would  ruin  her  in  the  opi- 
nion of  every  friend  ;  but  that  was  a  trifle  beneath 
his  thought.  Elated  with  his  fuccefs,  he  went  to 
Brookes's,  and  from  thence  was  engaged  in  a  fcene 
of  diffipation,  to  give  it  the  tendered  of  names,  that 
put  our  heroine  out  of  his  head  for  a  few  days. 


CHAP.      LXVI. 


The  Embroider efs. 

J.  H  E  health  and  ftrength  of  our  heroine  being 
now  confiderably  reftored,  drelTed  in  a  clean  plain 
morning  gown,  fhe  took  a  coach  to  Pall  Mall,  and 
alighting  a  few  paces  from  the  door,  walked  to  the 
embroiderer's. 

Mr.  Defmoulins  was  a  Frenchman  and  a  fop, 
but  very  ingenious,  and  in  high  vogue  in  his  way 
among  the  firft  people.  His  wife,  to  whofe  former 
hufband  he  was  foreman,  was  an  Irifh  virago,  old 
enough  to  be  his  mother,  extremely  jealous  of  her 
hufband's  love  and  her  own  authority,  which  laft 
fhe  could  not  bear  fhould  be  invaded  by  any  one 
whom  fhe  had  raifed  to  the  honour  of  her  bed  and 
the  profits  of  her  trade,  from  a  flate  of  indigent  t* 
fervitude.  Monfieur,  on  his  part,  conceiving  the 
felicity  of  his  hand  at  the  altar,  and  the  pofleflion  of 
his  mod  charming  perfon,  fo  far  from  fairly  pur- 
chafed  by  the  change  in  his  fortune,  had  been 
thrown  away  on  an  ungrateful  woman,  not  fenfi- 
ble  of  her  extreme  good  bargain,  felt  not  the  leaft 

difpofition 


ANNA.  Ill 

difpofition  to  give  way  to  the  imperious  temper  of 
his  lady,  or  to  difTipate  her  jealoufy  by  not  con- 
verfing  with  thofe  Ihe  difliked,  namely,  all  who 
were  younger  or  more  agreeable  than  herfelf,  or 
by  exhibiting  any  particular  proof  of  fondnefs  for 
her ;  in  fliort,  the  whole  pleafure  of  this  happy 
pair  was  to  thwart  and  contradict  each  other. 
Whatever  Mrs.  Defmoulins  approved,  was  fure, 
with  the  utmoft  politenefs  and  civility,  to  be  difap- 
proved  by  her  huiband;  and  whatever  was  pro- 
pofed  by  him,  was  fure  to  be  oppofed  by  his  wife, 
though  to  little  purpofe  j  for  though  Monfieur  pro^ 
tefted  it  was  with  great  regret  and  extreme  mortifi- 
cation he  varied  from  her  opinion,  he  never  gave 
up  his  point. 

On  enquiring  for  Mr.  Defmoulins,  Anna  was 
{hewn  into  a  back  fhop,  where,  aflbrting  of  pat- 
terns, fat  this  amiable  couple.  The  lady,  who 
feldom  rofe  from  her  feat  to  people  that  came  on 
foot,  glanced  fcornfully  at  our  heroine ;  nor  would 
{he,  had  Anna's  {igure  been  lefs  captivating,  have 
probably  farther  noticed  her.  Mr.  Defmoulins, 
without  looking  up,  demanded  how  he  could  have 
the  honour  of  obeying  her  commands  ?  Anna 
blufhed,  hefitated,  blu{lied  again — The  lady  fired 
at  the  fight — this  was  fome  miflrefs  of  her  huf- 
band's,  who  could  be  fo  confufed  on  no  other  ac- 
count than  her  happening  to  be  prefent.  *'  Why 
**  don't  you  fpeak,  young  woman  ?"  faid  {he  in  a 
tone  that  almoft  petrified  her  ^  while  it  called  the 
man's  attention  from  what  he  was  about,  who, 
more  in  oppofition  to  his  wife  than  in  compafTion 
to  her  confufion,  begged  {he  would  compofe  her- 
felf, and  let  him  know  to  what  happy  accident  he 
owed  the  honour  of  feeing  her,  and  intreated  fhe 
would  inform  him  how  he  could  have  the  pleafure 
of  obeying  her  commands  ?  The  extreme  politenefs 
of  the  hu{band  was  not  Icfs  embarraffing  to  Anna, 

than 
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than  the  unprovoked  rudenefs  of  the  wife.  After 
many  efforts  to  uflier  in  her  requeft,  in  a  manner 
lead  likely  to  give  offence,  (lie  at  length  ftammercd 
out  a  petition  to  be  employed — v^hich  vi^as  inltant- 
ly  negatived  by  the  vi^ife,  and  granted  by  the  huf- 
band.  He  did  not,  hovv^ever,  forget  to  inquire 
what  fecurity  fhe  meant  to  give  him  for  the  work 
he  fhould  entruft  her  with.  A  queftion  fo  new 
and  unexpefted,  ftruck  her  into  a  confufion,  of 
which  Mrs.  Defmoulins  did  not  fail  to  make  her 
advantage,  by  remarking,  that  none  but  a  fool 
would  think  of  employing  her : — an  infmuation  the 
leaft  likely  of  all  others  to  leffen  his  confidence. 
He,  therefore,  regardlefs  of  his  wife's  farcaftical 
expreffions,  and  deaf  to  her  keen  remonflrances, 
gave  our  heroine  an  elegant  waiftcoat,  contenting 
himfelf  with  her  addrefs  inftead  of  a  bondfman. 
She  returned  home,  too  much  elated  to  attend  to 
the  ill-breeding  of  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  and  told 
Mrs.  Clarke  in  raptures  of  her  fuccefs.  A  fecond- 
hand  frame  was  immediately  purchafed,  and  the 
work  began  with  fuch  eagernefs,  fhe  would  hardly 
fpare  any  time  for  eating  and  reft.  Mr.  Edwin 
called  in  vain  at  her  door ;  his  letters  were  return- 
ed unread,  and  every  offered  favour  declined  with 
refolution  and  confiftency.  No  princefs  could  be 
happier  than  Anna  Manfel  while  fo  laudably  em- 
ployed. The  waiftcoat  was  foon  finiflied  and  car- 
ried home. 

However  difcordant  were  the  general  difpofition 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  there  was  one  thing, 
and  only  one,  in  which  they  perfectly  agreed  ;  that 
was  their  own  intereft.  The  fcolding  brow  of  the 
one,  and  the  carelefs  indifference  of  the  other,  was 
quickly  changed  at  firft  fight  of  the  waiftcoat ;  they 
were  both  good  judges  of  their  bufinefs,  and  the 
particular  neatnefs  and  beauty  of  her  work,  chang- 
cd^e  harfti,  unwomanly  features  of  the  miftrefs, 

into 
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into  a  placid  fniile.  She  was  liberally  paid,  and 
given  frefh  employ  of  a  fupcrior  fort,  with 
promife  of  couftant  work.  Her  heart  bound- 
ed with  joy  j  the  moment  of  her  return, 
ilie  fettled  a  price  for  her  board  and  lodging, 
as  beneficial  to  Mrs.  Clarke  as  convenient  to 
herfelf. 

No  art  was  left  unelTaycd  by  Mr.  Edwin  j  but 
his  attempts  to  bias  her  pure  irind  to  evil  recoiled 
on  himfelf;  and  his  plan  of  fucceeding  through 
her  difhrefs,  rendered  fruitlcfs  by  her  induflry. 
He  was  therefore  forced  to  give  up,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  views  that  had  coft  him  fo  dear,  and  lay  by 
in  hope  of  yet  being  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  in  fome 
degree  neceiTary  to  the  proud  beauty,  whofe 
charms  he  could  neither  forget,  nor  wholly  give 

up- 

Wiikinfon  was  indefatigable  in  Mrs.  Herbert's 
affairs.  Sir  William  Edwin  advanced  money  to 
clear  both  the  cllate  and  iron  works  ;  he  fent  his 
filler  the  mod  fraternal  confolations,  and  with 
frelli  profelhons  of  rc|]jard,  gave  her  fon  leave  to 
pleafi  himfelf  in  his  flay  abroad.  Thofe  matters 
fettled,  Mr.  Wilkimbn  returned  to  I^ondon,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Manfel,  whofe  anxiety  was  in- 
fupportable  at  the  account  he  gave  him  of  Anna. 
Tiie  lad  words  of  his  beloved  wife  dwelt  on  his 
ears  from  the  moment  he  heard  the  injuries  fhe 
b.ad  fnffered  ;  fiie  occupied  all  his  waking  thoughts, 
and  his  dreams  reprefented  her  in  the  mod  helplefs 
and  forlorn  fituation.  Ele  well  knev/  the  caufe 
both  of  her  leaving  the  lodge  and  changing  her 
name.  His  wife,  whofe  memory  was  not  lefs  dear 
than  facred,  had  formed  her  mind,  and  been  the 
guide  of  her  early  years,  could  (he  be  then  lefs  than 
perfect? — Tormented  with  his  regret  for  having 
fuffered  her  to  leave  him,  and  by  his  terror  for 
what  might  be  her  then  diftrefs,  he  refolved  on  a 

journey 
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journey  to  London,  although,  from  his  gouty,ha- 
bit,  very  unfit  to  undertake  it. 

The  fi_!2:ht  of  her  old  friends  afforded  great  com- 
fort to  Mrs.  Herbert ;  and  Patty  rejoiced  in  the 
hope  of  being  rcftored  to  the  fociety  fhe  loved — 
their  doors  virere  fhut,  though  that  precaution  was 
almoft  needlefs ;  for  as  they  were  known  to  be  left 
in  very  dependent  circumllances,  they  were  not 
likely  to  be  thronged  with  vifitants  in  a  place 
where  the  heart  of  Mrs.  Herbert  being  flill  lefs 
known  than  her  perfon,  flie  could  have  no  chance 
to  excite  the  attention  of  the  worthy  few,  who 
were,"  from  congenial  virtues,  qualilied  to  alTbciate 
with  her.  Mrs.  Edwin  nor  Cecilia  had  conde- 
fcended  to  pay  her  one  condoling  vifit ;  and 
Mr.  Edwin  having  liberally  fupplied  her  with  mo- 
ney, and  done  every  thing  he  could  do  with  refpect 
to  her  affairs,  foon  became  weary  of  urging  his 
wife  and  fifter  to  pay  her  fome  attention,  or 
{hew  any  countenance  to  their  young  relation, 
as  well  as  murdering  any  part  of  his  ovxm  time, 
by  bellowing  it  on  an  old  aunt  and  infipid 
coufin. 

Mr.  Manfel's  trouble  was  cordially  fhared  by 
Mifs  Herbert,  who  not  being  now  under  any  re- 
ftraint,  was  as  warm  in  the  praife  of  her  friend  as 
he  could  be  himfelf,  and  fo  earned  to  recover  her, 
that  fhe  prevailed  on  her  mother  to  poftpone  their 
journey  to  Llandore  a  few  days,  in  hopes  to  have 
her  with  them — not  a  little  did  (lie  rejoice  in  the 
pofTibility  of  renewing  thofe  fcenes  of  tranquil  hap- 
pinefs  they  had  pafled  together. 

Next  morning  carried  Mr.  Wilkinfon  and  his 
reverend  friend  to  Dalton's,  on  the  earned  in- 
quiry they  were  determined  to  make  after  the  loft 
Anna — TYxC  looks  of  Mr.  Manfel  pi£lured  his 
mind ;  they  were  mild,  ferene,  and  benevolent  j 
his  countenance  had  acquired  a  folemn  melancholy 

caft 
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caft  fince  the  death  of  his  wife,  which  was  at  this 
period  much  incrcafed  by  the  uncertain  ftate  of  the 
charge  (he  had  left.  True  rehgion,  and  unaffected 
piety,  with  a  foul  rendered  indulgent  to  the  foibles 
of  others  by  patience  and  meek  forbearance,  mark- 
ed his  chara<^>er — he  knew  the  facred  profeflion  of 
Dalton,  and  could  not  encourage  a  thought  of  his 
a6ling  wilfully  MTong,  and  therefore  expefted  to 
find  him  in  afflidlion  at  the  fame  caufe  with  him- 
felf — He  was  deceived — Dalton  had  been  to  Lord 
Sutton  to  communicate  to  him  Mr.  Edwin's  vifit, 
and  was,  in  confequence  of  his  delivering  the 
clothes,  turned  out  in  difgrace  and  contempt :  he 
was  therefore  fecretly  exulting  on  having  fecured 
ihe  cafh,  and  beflowed  no  farther  thought  on  her 
he  had  fo  villainoufly  robbed — Mrs.  Dalton  fetting 
her  down  as  a  lofl  treafure,  both  as  to  this  world 
and  the  next,  agreed  it  coukl  be  no  fin  to  make 
fuch  a  libertine  pay  for  his  bad  actions. 

A  frefli  inquiry  after  Mifs  Manfel  then  was  not 
likely  to  give  them  much  plcafure,  but  the  manners 
and  charat'lrcr  of  a  good  clergyman  carries  with 
them  an  indifcribable  weight  among  the  moft  aban- 
doned ;  and  guilt  did  that  in  Mr.  Dalton  which  a 
real  veneration  did  in  his  wife — it  rendered  them 
obliging  and  communicative  j  but  after  going 
through  the  (lory  of  her  elopement,  finking  only 
the  caufe,  wlien  they  came  to  Mr.  Edwin's  de- 
mand of  her  clothes  and  payment  of  her  debt,  nei- 
ther of  the  gentlemen  could  for  a  while  credit 
them,  till  it  was  confirmed  by  Dr.  Collet;  and 
even  then,  Wilkinfon  fwore  there  mufl  be  fome 

myllery  in  it ^in  which  opinion  Mr.  Manfel 

joined ;  and  they  returned  to  London  with  increafed 
anxiety,  but  not  with  lefs  confidence  in  the  honour 
of  our  heroine. 

They  went   directly  to    Portman   Square 

Mr.  Edwin  was  not  at  home When  would  it 

be 
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be  moll  likely  to  meet  with  liim  ? It  was  very 

uncertain They  called  again,    and  again 

They  writ  with  as  little  fuccefs They  were  al- 
ways too  foon  or  too  late.  Advertifements  were 
put  in  the  papers,  defcribing  Anna,  and  requelling 
her  to  return  to  her  friend,  to  no  purpofe. 
Mrs.  Clarke  kept  no  fervant  -,  her  daughter  and 
herfelf  did  the  work  of  their  little  houfe  between 
them — they  never  read  a  paper ;  and  the  rcfidencc 
of  Anna  was  entirely  unknown  to  every  body,  but 
thofe  whofe  defire  it  was  to  conceal  it.  At  length, 
wearied  wii:h  their  unavailing  inquiries,  in  defpair 
of  finding  her,  and  Mrs.  Herbert's  prefence  being 
as  necefiary  at  Llandore  as  Mr.  Manfel's  at  his  rec- 
tory, and  Wilkinfon's  at  the  iron  works,  they  were 
obliged  to  give  it  up  j  but  Wilkinfon  proteded  he 
-would  not  quit  London  till  he  had  feen  that  vile 
Lord,  v/ho  was  the  original  caufe  of  all  Anna's 
misfortunes  -,  and  in  a  fit  of  grief  and  difappoint- 
ment,  he  inquired  out  that  nobleman,  and  at  the 
expence  of  five  ihitlings  to  his  porter,  got  admit- 
tance to  the  deft^rted  lover,  Vv^hofe  unfortunate 
paffion  had  every  prognoilic  of  cofting  him  very 
dear. 


CHAP.      LXVIL 


The  Intrufton, 

J.y  ORD  Sutton  was  at  this  time  very  much  in- 
difpofed,  but  too  fond  of  the  world,  and  too  little 
at  eafe  with  himfelf,  to  bear  the  confinement  of  a 
fick  room.     Viliars,  with  a  careful,  ferene  couni-e- 
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nance,  was  Handing  the  brunt  of  his  ill  nature 
and  brutality;  fhe  had  been  making  fome  tea, 
which  he  faid  was  too  ftrong,  and  protefted  he  was 
the  worll  ufed  man  on  the  face  of  God's  earth  ;  that, 
however,  it  was  his  own  fault,  for  trufting  any- 
thing to  fuch  an  abfolute  ideot. 

A  man  in  fhabby  regimentals,  who  had  the  ho- 
nour of  being  led  Captain  to  tbis  auguft  perfon- 
age,  was  appealed  to,  and  agreed  that  it  certainly 
was  a  pity  Mrs.  Villars  was  not  more  attentive; 
to  be  fure  the  tea  was  too  ftrong,  though  fome 
people  (winking  at  her)  liked  it  fo ;  Now  his  wife 
made  the  bed  tea  in  the  world,  would  Mrs.  Villars 
but  learn  of  her.  In  this  kind  offer,  and  what 
was  farther  meant  to  follow,  he  was  interrupted 
by  a  fudden  and  involuntary  ftart  of  his  Lordfhip. 
In  a  voice  of  terror  he  perfectly  fcreamed  out, 
"  And  who  are  you?"  to  Wilkinfon,  who 
was  announced  by  the  fervant,  as  a  gentleman 
that  had  particular  buiinefs  with  him.  Lord 
Sutton's  unufual  falutation,  trembling  form, 
and  agitated  countenance,  frightened  the  whole 
group. 

Wilklnfon's  natural  courage  equalled  that  of 
moft  young  men ;  but  he  neverthelefs  felt  himfelf 
fliocked,  in  an  unaccountable  manner,  at  what  he 
thought  was  the  apprehenfions  of  guilt,  forgetting 
that  as  yet  his  Lordfhip  was  unacquainted  with  his 
errand.  The  fhaking  of  his  limbs,  the  ghaflly 
flare,  the  quivering  of  his  lips,  turned  white  as 
aflies,  flill  continuing,  as  he  incefTantly  demanded 
who  the  intruder  was,  whence  he  came  from, 
and  what  he  wanted,  flill  more  difconcerted  him. 
Villars  and  the  Captain  concluding  fome  dreadful 
frenzy  had  feized  him,  they  begged  Wilkinfon  to 
withdraw;  which  he  would  not  confent  to,  but 
on  condition  of  re-admffion  if  he  prefently  reco- 
vered.   As  he  was  retiring,  he  was  flopped  by  Lord 

Sutton, 
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Sutton,  who,  fomewhat  more  compofed,  bid  him 
flay ;  but  was  again  (truck  with  terror  at  his  be- 
ginning to  fpeak,  interrupting  him  as  he  was  going 
to  open  his  bufmefs. 

"  Phantom  of  horror,"  fald  the  trembling  cul- 
prit, "  do  thefe  pangs,  which  now  fhake  my 
"  frame,  announce  thy  errand  ?  Thou  living 
**  image  of  a  murdered  angel,  art  thou  come  to 
**  vifit  in  vengeance  the  deflroyer  of  thy  mother  ? 
"  Is  then  the  day  of  retribution  already  come  ?, 
**  Why  did  you  let  him  in  ?"  continued  he,  turn- 
ing fiercely  to  the  Captain  and  Villars.  "  Who, 
my  good  Lord  ?"  anfwered  he  ;  "  this  gentleman 
•*  fays  he  is  a  perfonal  ftranger  to  your  Lordfliip  ; 
**  he  waits  upon  you  on  bufmefs." 

'*  Let  him  be  brief  then,  and  never  let  me  fee 
"  him  more."  The  Captain  would  then  have 
retired,  but  was  bid  not  to  ftir ;  and  even  the 
prefence  of  Villars  was  confidered  as  a  protection. 
Wilkinfon  was  then  called  upon  for  his  bufmefs, 
which  he  was  now  loath  to  enter  on,  as  the  diftur- 
bed  mind  of  the  Peer  rendered  his  reproaches  an 
a£t  of  unneceflary  punifliment  and  mortification  to 
a  poor  wretch,  whofe  fenfe  of  guilt  was  fo  very 
acute ;  but  on .  his  being  ftill  urged  to  fpeak,  the 
particular  foftnefs  and  tone  of  his  voice  again  ftruck 
Lord  Sutton  into  a  panic  ;  fcalding  ftrangers  rolled 
down  his  haggard  checks.  As  well  as  the  extraor- 
dinary fcene  would  let  him,  Wilkinfon  entered  on 
his  bufinefs,  and  producing  his  Lordfhip's  card  to 
Lady  Edwin,  demanded  on  what  grounds  he  had 
fo  confirmed  the  teftimony  of  Mrs.  Frajan  ?  A 
reprieve  to  a  criminal  at  execution  could  not  have 
a  more  inftantaneous  effect  than  this  queftlon  ;  he 
threw  himfelf  Lack  in  his  chair,  as  if  taking 
breath.  "  Is  this  then  all  P"  cried  he. — "  J//,  my 
Lord  !"  anfwered  Wilkinfon.  "  Is  the  ruin  of 
"  the  character  pf  an  innocent  young  perfon,  and 

**  depriving 
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**  depriving  her  of  the  few  friends  her  modeft  me- 
"  rit  had  attracted,  then  fuch  a  trifle ;  or  do  you 
"  imagine  your  fubfequent  offer  of  marriage  could 
**  compenfate  for  fuch  an  outrage  to  her  inno- 
"  cence,  fuch  a  difgrace  to  your  own  honour.  I 
"  muft,  my  Lord,  infift  on  knowing  what  were 
**  your  reafons  for  the  fufpicions  this  unmanly  card 
"  confirms.  I  am  the  difmterefted  friend  of  Mifs 
**  Manfel ;  and  depend  on  it,  I  will  follow  you  to 
**  the  verge  of  the  earth,  till  her  guilt  is  proved, 
'*  or  till  her  calumniators  fhall  manifeft  her  inno- 
"  cence." 

"  You  belong  to  the  Edwins,  I  prefume  ?" — 
**  I  do  not,  my  Lord ;  I  have  not  the  happinefs  of 
**  belonging  to  any  body :  urged  by  inclination, 
"  and  bound  only  by  honour,  I  avow  myfelf  the 
"  protedor  of  Mifs  Manfel's  character ;  her  per- 
"  fon,  wherever  it  is,  as  far  as  depends  on  herfelf, 
**  Is,  I  know,  incorruptible." 

**  If,  young  man,  you  credit  my  offer  of  mar- 
**  riage  to  her,  you  may  be  fure  I  fhall  be  glad 
**  to  find  it  fo :  I  adore  her ;  and  am  not 
"  more  folicitous  to  obtain  her,  from  paflion, 
**  than  from  the  wifli  to  make  an  honourable 
*'  amends  for  the  injury  I  was  innocently  led  to 
"  do  her." 

*'  Innocently  !"  repeated  Wllkinfon,  indignant- 
ly : "  Yes,    Sir,    innocently,"    anfwered    his 

Lordfhip. — "  Mrs.  Melmoth  perhaps  might  be, 
"  and  I  believe  was,  impofed  on  by  the  wick- 
"  ed  French  woman,  who  I  am  clear  was  her- 
"  felf  the  thief;  and  if  you  are  really  the 
"  friend  of  Mifs  Manfel,  you  will  evince  it  more 
"  by  uniting  your  endeavours  with  mine,  ta 
"  difcover  the  place  of  her  retreat,  and,  if 
"  fhe  be  yet  virtuous,  perfuading  her  to  be- 
"  come  Lady  Sutton,   than  in  vainly  railing    at 

«  me." 

Wllkinfon 
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WJlklnfon  coloured : "  /perfuade  her  to  be- 

"  come  Lady  Sutton  !  /  would  die  firft  : — Noy 
"  deareft  Anna,  if  I  muft  lofe  thee ;  if  the  faith- 
**  ful  heart,  where  thy  image  is  ever  prefent,  mud 
**  refign  thee,  may  it  be  to  one,  blooming  and 
**  lovely    as   thyfelf,    whofe    honour   and  whofe 

"  worth  (hall  infure  thy  happinefsj —w/," 

looking  fcornfully  at  him,  "  to  a  man,  whofe 
**  vices  render  him  contemptible,  and  whofe 
*'  hoary  head  is,  by  his  own  voluntary  ac- 
"  tions,  covered  with  fhame  inftead  of  ho- 
"  nour." 

"  This,"  replied  Lord  Sutton,  *'  is  a  language 
*'  I  would  not  bear,  was  it  not  in  my  own  houfe  :" 
**  Your  age  and  infirmities,"  returned  the  young 
man,  **  will  be  your  protection  in  any  other  place 
**  as  well  as  this ;  but  depend  on  it,  no  place  {hall 
**  protect  you  from  the  fhame  and  contempt  you 
"  deferve,  or  fkreen  you  from  the  voice  of  truth, 
*'  when  and  wherever  I  meet  you." So  fay- 
ing, he  flung  out  of  the  room,  throwing  his  card 
on  the  table. 

The  eyes  of  Lord  Sutton  followed  him. — 
When  quite  out  of  fight,  with  a  deep  figh,  he  ex- 
amined the  card  ;  and,  after  fome  time,  broke  fi- 
lence,  with  afking  the  Captain  what  he  thought  of 
him  .'* 

It  was  proper  now,  that  there  was  no  danger, 
for  the  valiant  toad-eater,  to  be  in  a  rage  at  the 
infults  offered  his  patron  \  he  begged  the  addrefs, 
that  he  might  have  the  honour  of  chaftifing  him.— 
*«  Toil  /" — anfwered  Lord  Sutton,  with  a  fignvfi- 
cant  emphafis  that  ftaggered  the  poor  captain; 
not  fo  much  on  account  of  the  infinuation  it  cer- 
tainly implied,  of  his  want  of  prowefs,  as  for  the 
uncertainty  it  left  him  in,  of  the  fentiments  it  be- 
hoved him  to  exprefs  of  a  matter  that  had  occafi- 
onsd  fuch  uncommon  agitations  in  his  principal. — 

A  filence 
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A  filence  enfucd  for  fomc  moments,  when  his 
Lonifhlp  thought  proper  to  leave  the  room,  and 
retire  to  his  library.  Mrs.  Villar«,  relieved  from 
her  morning's  attendance,  was  following  him,  but 
the  Captain  Hopped  her,  to  beg  flie  would  favour 
him  with  her  opinion  of  the  late  tranfa6lion ;  in 
return  for  which,  he  promifed  his  wife  fhould 
teach  her  to  make  tea;  which,  as  Hie,  he  pre- 
fumed,  was  a  woman  of  chara£ler,  and  Villars 
was  not,  he  chofe  to  infmuate,  would  be  a  great 
condefcenfion  j  but  that  fooliih  woman  cxcufed 
herfelf,  with  her  ufual  inditTerence  to  the  objecHis 
around  her;  not  having  formed  any  opinion,  fhe 
could  give  none ;  and  hinted  her  fears,  in  rather 
a  feverer  manner  than  flie  was  accuflomed  to, 
*'  that  not  having  had  his  lady's.  pra61:ice,  Hie 
"  fhould  be  little  better  for  her  inRru£lions,"  fhc 

then  left  the  poor  body  fn'tefully. Hurt  at  her 

words  and  manner,  refpe£ling  his  fpoufe,  and  in 
a  doleful  dilemma  how  to  conduft  himfelf  in  the 
cafe  of  Wilkinfon,  whofe  addrefs  Lord  Sutton  had 
taken  with  him,  he  returned  home  without  an  in- 
vitation to  dinner;  where,  notwithflanding  his 
profound  refpe£l:  for  her,  he  thought  proper  to 
quarrel  with,  and  beat  this  very  bed  of  all  pofTible 
wives,  becaufe  flie  had  not  the  art  of  procuring 
provifion  without  money. 

Mr.  Wilkinfon  attended  Mrs.  Herbert  to  Llan- 
dore,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Manfel :  they  all  left 
London  full  of  regret  and  anxiety,  for  the  fate  of 
a  young  creature,  who  was  the  objed  of  their  mu- 
tual regard  and  efteem. 


Vol.  IL  G  CHAP. 


122  ANN     A. 


CHAP.      LXVIII. 


A  Robbery, 


Wi 


E  left  Anna  happier  than  (he  had  been  fince 
the  lofs  of  Mrs.  Manfel;  her  employers  were 
charmed  with  her  execution ;  and  as  it  was  always 
fetched  and  carried  by  Hannah  Clarke,  who  was  a 
very  ordinary  little  woman  of  thirty ;  fhe  extorted 
more  civility  from  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  than  it  was 
poflible  fo  fine  a  figure  as  Anna's  could  have  been 
entitled  to. 

The  winter  was  now  approaching,  and  as  Mr. 
Edwin,  neither  by  himfelf  or  fervants,  had  given 
her  any  interruption  while  Mr.  Manfel  was  in 
town,  for  fear  (-w^hich  was  really  the  cafe)  they 
might  place  a  fpy  on  his  actions,  fhe  began  to  con- 
ceive herfelf  fafe  from  any  farther  infult ;  fhe  had 
not  again  feen,  to  her  furprize,  the  perfon  who 
brought  her  the  letter  from  Mr.  Manfel  -,  but  con- 
cluding he  had  forgot  to  call,  wrote  to  that  friend 
her  thanks  for  his  feafonable  fupply  ;  and  giving  a 
brief  account  of  all  that  had  happened  to  her. 
She  made  two  holidays  to  do  this  in,  and  was  juft 
fitting  down  to  her  frame,  when  Mrs.  Defmoulins 
entered  her  apartment,  followed  by  her  maid  with 
a  large  bundle ;  her  bufmefs  was,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  fatisfy  herfelf  of  the  place  of  our  heroine's  refi- 
dence,  and,  in  the  next,  to  give  her  the  train  of  a 
fuit  of  clothes  to  finifii — The  coat  was  already 
done ;  it  was  intended  for  a  prefent  from  a  young 
lady  of  quality,  to  her  filler,  a  new  married 
Duchefs.     She  very  much  wifhed  to  have  it  made 

up 
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up  by  the  next  birth  day  -,  but  was  taken  with  a  fit 
of  wearinefs,  and  would  do  no  more  to  it  herfelf; 
though  its  being  finiHicd  by  another  hand  was  to 
be  kept  a  profound  fecret — It  was  elegantly  fan- 
cied, and  variegated  in  the  moft  beautiful  tafte, 
with  embroidery,  foil,  fpangles,  and  crape  j  and 
an  ample  price  was  to  be  paid  if  done  well.  Anna 
readily  undertook,  and  inftantly  fet  about  a  job, 
from  which  (lie  expelled  as  much  credit  as  profit. 
She  had  proceeded  rapidly  in  her  tafk,  which  had 
more  tafte  than  labour  in  it ;  when  having  fent  for 
a  frefh  fupply  of  one  fliade  of  filk,  (he  accidentally 
caft  her  eyes  on  the  paper  ni  v/hich  it  was  wrap- 
ped— it  was  part  of  a  magazine,  and  contained  the 
deaths  of  the  month.  The  firil  in  the  hft  was  the 
name  of  Charles  Herbert,  Efq;  of  Llandore  Caftle. 
It  occurred  not  to  her,  that  the  father  and  fon 
were  both  of  one  Chriftian  name — She  was  fenfi- 
ble  only  of  the  idea  that  young  Herbert  was  dead 
— A  thoufand  circunift.uiccs  now  confirmed  thofe 
dreadful  furmifes — His  ill  health,  which  obliged 
him  to  go  out  of  town  at  the  period  of  her  leaving 
Grofvenor  Square — Mr.  Edwin's  mourning — The 
total  extinction  of  her  hopes,  by  his  entire  giving 
her  up,  which,  from  not  hearing  from  him,  though 
her  abode  was  (o  well  known  to  his  family,  (he. 
concluded  to  be  the  cafe,  now  all  rofe  to  her  ima- 
gination, and  confpired  to  diftra£l  her— again  the 
fatal  paper  was  examined — it  was  indeed  Charles 
Herbert — a  dreadful  mifl  overfpread  her  eyes — fhe 
funk  fenfelefs  on  the  floor. 

Alarmed  at  the  noife  of  her  fall,  Mrs.  Clarke 
flew  to  her  apartment.  The  fight  of  her  dear  child, 
as  Ihe  fondly  called  her,  bereft  of  fenfe  and  mo- 
tion, had  nearly  thrown  her  into  the  fame  condi- 
tion; the  houfe,  the  neighbours  were  alarmed — 
the  apothecary  fummoned. — He  let  her  blood,  and 
G  2  ihe 
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fhe  foon  returned  to  a  fenfe  of  forrow  exceeding- 
all  fhe  had  ye:  felt. 

In  the  midfl  of  her  misfortunes,  when  every 
other  hope  forfooi^'llter,  fli«  had  indulged  a  latent 
pleafure  in  that  of  Leing  dear  to  Herbert;  in  that 
hope,  unknown  to  herfelf,  exifled  one  of  being, 
by  fome  happy  means  or  other,  once  more  bleft  in 
his  fociety.  The  laft  interview  had  left  its  traces 
on  her  mind  never  to  be  erafed.  When  fhe  was 
particularly  fenfible  of  her  misfortunes,  that  was 
her  never-failing  refource  ;  when  (lie  fuffered  her 
naturally  fanguine  temper  to  look  forward  to  a  pof- 
fibility  of  better  days,  flill  he  was  her  firft  obje£l: ; 
but  thofe  flattering  ideas  no  longer  foothed  her 
imagination  •,  the  relentlefs  hand  of  fate  had  torn 
from  her  heart  the  laft,  and  only  fond  hope ;  the 
creation  was  now  a  void  j  the  world  had  nothing 
in  it  for  her ;  the  moft  amiable,  the  moft  beloved 
youth  was  no  more — {he  might  now,  without  fear 
of  injury  to  Mifs  Edwin,  without  dread  of  difturb- 
ing  the  peace  of  his  family,  indulge  in  a  luxury  of 
grief  the  retrofpect  of  his  virtues  \  fhe  could  live 
over  again  each  fcene  that  had  bound  her  foul  to 
his — She  yet  faw  and  felt  the  benignant  glance  of 
his  eyes — their  foft  languiftiments  ftill  melted  on 
her  thoughts.  But,  alas !  he  was  loft  for  ever, 
and  for  ever.  In  this  diftrafted  fituation  tears  and 
fighs  were  her  only  relief.  Unable  to  bear  the 
light,  it  was  in  vain  Mrs.  Clarke  implored  her 
to  repofe  her  forrows  in  her  faithful  bofom — fhe 
m.ourned  the  de^r  youth  inwardly  and  incefTantly 
— her  reft  and  appetite  both  forfook  her,  and  had 
not  another  calamity  awaited  her,  which,  by  rouf- 
ing  her  faculties,  made  her  grief  change  its  obje^l, 
in  all  probability  ftie  would  have  funk  under  the  fe- 
cret  agonies  of  her  mind. 

Bates,  who  knew  the  wifties  of  his  mafter,  called 
often  on  Mrs.  Clarke's  daughter,  and  pretending 

love 


ANNA.  125 

love  to  that  foolifli  woman,  had  egrcfs  rtiid  rcgrefs 
there  unknown  to  her  mother.  A  few  days  after 
this  afflicting  circnmRance  to  Anna,  Mrs.  Clarke 
was  fent  for  to  vifit  a  Tick  brother  at  Chatham  :  it 
was  with  great  reludance  (he  left  her  in  fuch  a 
(late  of  mind  and  body  ;  but  as  flic  expefled  feme 
trifles  at  his  death,  our  heroine  inf. (led  on  her 
going. 

The  fir  ft  day  of  her  abfcnce,  worn  out  by  grief 
and  want  of  reft,  Anna  threw  herfelf  on  the  bed, 
and  unfortunately  for  a  few  rainutes  forgot  her 
cares.  In  this  interval  Bates  called — Hannah  was 
in  the  kitchen  under  the  fiiop  :  not  meeting  with 
any  one  below,  a  fudden  impulfe  of  curiofity  car- 
ried him  up  flairs.  The  door  of  her  apartment 
being  open,  the  beauty  of  the  v/ork  induced  him, 
treading  very  light  and  feeing  t'he  room  empty,  to 
take  a  nearer  view  of  it. 

In  that  evil  moment,  her  ill  f.Ue  put  it  in  iiis 
head,  as  he  had  often  heard  his  m.aller  curfe  the 
embroidery,  as  the  means  of  her  being  enabkd  to 
fupport  herfelf  independent  of  him,  if  (lie  was  de- 
prived oi  that  refource,  Mr.  Edwin  muft  yet  fuc- 
C3ed,  he  filently  flripped  the  train  out  of  the 
frame,  and  the  coat  hanging  on  the  chairs  for  her 
guide,  bundled  the  whole  up,  and  got  off  unheard 
and  undifcovered. 

Anna's  forrow  was  too  poignant  to  fuffer  her 
long  to  reft — The  little  bed  room  adjoined  to  that 
in  Vv^hich  her  work  flood.  But  who  can  exprefs 
her  feelings,  at  the  fight  of  her  frame  flripped, 
and  the  coat  gone? — She  ran  down  flairs  almofl 
frantic.  Hannah  was  by  that  time  in  the  fhop — 
Search  was  made,  the  neighbourhood  alarmed — A 
little  girl  who  came  for  a  fkain  of  thread  faid  flie 
met  a  man  coming  out  of  the  fliop  with  a  bundle. 
Anna  half  di(lra£led,  knew  not  yet  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  misfortune.     She  got  Hannah  to  go 

to 
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to  Mr.  Defmoulins' — He  and  his  wife  were  out- 
rageous, they  were  ruined,  they  fliould  lofe  their 
beil  cuflomers  and  friends,  no  money  could  com- 
penfate  for  the  lofs,  but  if  it  could,  they  had  taken 
no  fecurities.  Mrs.  Defmoulins  blamed  her  huf- 
band ;  he  curfed  for  the  firft  time  his  own  folly  j 
and  both  vowed  revenge  on  our  ill-fated  heroine. 

On  undertaking  the  work,  flie  had  mentioned 
her  having  done  Lady  Edwin's  fuit  which  was  fo 
much  admired — Away  flev/Mrs.  Defmoulins  to  Sir 
Yf  illiam  Edv/in's  to  make  enqiiiries.  The  fervant 
there  told  her,  the  perfon  who  worked  that  fuit  for 
their  Lady,  was  faid  not  to  be  honefl ;  and  was, 
moreover,  now  in  keeping.  Inflamed  by  this  news, 
{he  returned  to  her  hufband  :  fhe  thought  what  his 
ridiculous  obftinacy  would  come  to  :  he  would  em- 
ploy the  flut,  but  ihe  knew  his  motives,  and  the 
world  fhould  know  them  too.  She  would  go  to 
Lady  Harriot ;  fhe  would  throw  herfelf  at  the  feet 
of  the  Duchefs ;  fhe  would  difclofe  thofe  injuries 
fhe  had  hitherto  borne  in  meeknefs  and  filence. 
Oh  !  if  her  dear  Timothy  were  but  alive  to  fee  this 
day ;  to  fee  the  bufmefs  he,  poor  dear  creature, 
took  fuch  pains  to  eftablifh,  thrown  away  on 
ftrumpets  !  But  it  did  not  fignify,  fee  what  the 
Duchefs  would  fay.  The  poor  Frenchman,  unable 
to  flop  the  torrent  of  her  reproaches,  and  con- 
fcious  of  her  having  oppofed  his  employing  our 
heroine,  was  filled  with  confufion  and  difmay. 
The  difobliging  of  the  young  Duchefs,  whofe 
beauty  was  not  more  the  objeft  of  general  admira- 
tion, than  her  fweetnefs  was  that  of  refpe£l  and 
efteem,  and  whofe  favour  was  as  much  the  fource 
of  profit  to  the  tradefmen  fhe  patronized  as  her 
difpleafure  was  the  reverfe ;  befides  for  ev€r  of- 
fending Lady  Harriot,  who  chofe  to  have  the 
whole  credit  of  the  work.  The  fuperior  penetra- 
tion of  his  wife,  naw  fo  evident  in  this  unlucky 

event. 
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event,  admitted  not  of  difpute  ;  he  therefore  had 
neither  power  nor  inclination  to  oppofe  her  mea- 
fures : — (lie  infifted  on  taking  out  a  warrant  againft 
the  huffy,  to  which  he  readily  confented ;  it  was, 
however,  too  late  in  the  evening  to  take  a  ftep  of 
that  nature,  and  the  innocent  Anna  was  fufFered  to 
pafs  that  night  unknowing  of  the  dreadful  fate 
which  awaited  her. 


CHAP.      LXIX. 


^hc  Trio  of  Mngi/^raies. 

I  H  E  lofs  of  the  embroidery  affli£^ed  our 
heroine  moft  fenfibly,  as  fhe  doubted  not  but  the 
means  of  her  fubfiftence  would  be  taken  from  her ; 
but  that  was  an  objeft  of  far  lefs  concern  to  her 
now  than  it  would  have  been  a  few  days  ago. 
Herbert  was  gone  !  How  gladly  would  fhe  now  re- 
fign  a  life,  which  had  been  a  conflant  fcene  of 
forrow  and  difappointment,  to  be  united  to  him 
for  ever  !  In  refle^lions  on  the  uncommon  cruelty 
of  her  fate,  in  defpair  of  one  day's  peace,  joylefs 
in  the  prefent,  and  hopelefs  in  the  future,  her  heart 
fickened,  and  the  extreme  deje(flion  of  her  fpirits, 
which  could  not  evaporate  in  tears,  brought  on  a 
flow  fever,  which  preyed  on  her  all  night,  but  in- 
termitted towards  morning,  when  fhe  fell  into  a 
doze,  from  which  (lie  was  awoke  by  the  cries  of 
Hannah  at  her  chamber  door — Almoft  fainting 
with  weaknefs  and  grief,  fhe  made  an  effort  to 
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drefs  herfelf,  and  opened  the  door,  when  to  her 
imfpeakable  terror,  tvv'o  men  entered,  who  told  her 
they  had  got  a  warrant  againil  her ;  ignorant  of 
their  meaning,  as  well  as  intent,  fhe  begged  to 
know  what  they  meant ;  when  in  burft  the  inexo- 
rable Mrs.  DefmoUiins  ;  bidding  her  inftantly  go 
with  them ;  the  meaning  was,  to  punifh  fuch  de- 
mure Huts  as  her  -,  and,  fmce  fne  could  not  pro- 
duce her  work,  fhe  fhould  be  employed  in  Bride- 
well, v/here  thieving  could  anfwer  no  end. 

Anna's  outcries  brought  the  neighbours  in, 
when  the  volubility  of  the  tradefwoman,  cppofed 
to  the  death-like  filence  of  poor  Anna,  immedi- 
ately fettled  the  matter : — "  no  wonder  the  gentle- 
**  woman  was  hi  fuch  a  paffion ;  it  was  a  fad  thing 
*'  for  people  to  lofe  their  bread  by  fuch  creatures  ; 
"  it  was  plain  enough  fhe  was  guilty  ;  tliat  might 
"  be  feen  in  her  looks.'*  One  of  the  conftables, 
however,  in  compafTion  to  her  youth  and  fex,  beg- 
ged Mrs.  Defmoulins  would  withdraw,  and  let  him 
try  to  bring  her  to  a  confeffion :  at  this  Anna 
ftarted :  "  I  know  not  what  you  mean  or  why  I 
**  am  thus  furrounded  ;  if  it  is  on  account  of  the 
"  work  I  loll,  be  pacified,  madam,  I  have  one 
*'  friend,  who  can  and  will  fatisfy  you.  I  am,^ 
continued  fhe,  *'  very  ill  able  to  fupport  myfelf 
**  under  fuch  treatment ;  but  be  afTured  you  will 
"  be  paid  your  demand  :  I  beg  I  may  be  left 
'«  alone." 

"  Yes,  yes,  miflrefs,  you  will  have  time  enough 
"  to  be  alone,"  retorted  the  woman.  "  You  mufl 
**  now  be  fatisfied  at  going  into  company." 
"  Come,  Sir,  do  your  ofBce."  The  men  feized 
her. — Slipping  from  their  hands  on  her  knees,  her 
face  bathed  in  tears,  and  every  token  of  defpair  in 
her  countenance,  fhe  begged  to  know  what  was  to 
be  done  with  her,  and  where  fhe  was  to  go,  but 
na  anfwer  was  vouchfafed  to  her  heart-breaking 
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intreatles;  flie  was  carried  down  and  put  into  a 
eoach,  to  be  taken  before  the  fitting  magiftrates. 
Hannah,  locking  up  her  doors,  followed  weeping, 
and  wringing  her  hands,  accompanied  by  the 
neighbours,  from  different  motives,  to  the  place 
where  the  rotation  was  held  ;  they  were  there  as 
foon  as  the  coach ;  and  Anna  was  lifted  out, 
being  utterly  unable  to  ftand,  and  carried  be- 
fore the  bench,  which  confifted  of  three  ma- 
giftrates. 

One  was  a  fhort  thick  man,  with  very  fpiteful 
blue  eyes  ;  fo  gouty,  as  to  be  fcarcely  able  to  walk 
from  the  door  to  his  chair:  he  had,  from  a  very 
mean  original,  wormed  himfelf  into  credit,  and, 
after  carrying  on  a  great  fhew  of  trade  for  a  very 
few  years,  commenced  bankrupt,  paid  the  enor- 
mous compofition  of  two  and  fixpence  in  the 
pound ;  and  having  got  his  certificate,  by  his  in- 
defatigable fervices,  at  a  general  ele<Slion,  to  the 
fuccefsful  candidate,  was  put  into  commiflion  of 
the  peace,  in  which,  with  fome  private  refources, 
he  contrived  to  pick  up  the  means  of  a  jrenteel 
living:  He  was  an  inflexible  advocate  for  juftice,  a 
conflant  friend  to  the  fortunate,  and  an  inveterate 
enemy  to  all  rogues  ivho  ivcrc pocr.  His  namev/as 
At\A'ood. 

Next  him  fat  a  tall,  lufty,  fair  man,  pompous  in 
his  manner,  florid  in  his  fpeech,  and  a  prodigious 
admirer  of  his  own  fenfe  and  dignity.  When  I 
fay  he  was  a  contractor,  I  need  not  add  he  was 
rich.  He  was  at  this  period  famous  for  his  oppo- 
fition  to  that  government  under  which  he  had  got 
a  fortune,  and  the  public  vilifier  of  the  prince  who 
had  honoured  him  with  a  title:  he  was  fond  of 
making  fpecches ;  aflecSlied  fo  tender  a  heart,  that 
he  has  been  known  to  flied  tears  at  a  felTions,  with 
his  fpread  hands  on  his  heart,  in  behalf  of  a  peti- 
tion from  a  commifTioner  of  the  turnpikes  and  high 
G  5  roads. 
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roads,  while  his  callous  heart  retreated  from  the 
woes  of  his  own  blood,  and  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  pleas  of  the  diilrelled  of  all  denominations ;  a 
vociferous  aflertor  of  public  juftice,  and  a  private 
violator  of  every  humane  tie ;  fo  humble,  that  he 
would  tell  you  how  deftitute  of  friends,  money,  or 
recommendation,  he  firft  entered  on  the  theatre  of 
life  ;  and  fo  proud,  that  no  fociety  was  any  longer 
tolerable  to  him,  than  it  was  filled  with  wonder 
at  his  riches  and  grandeur,  and  bowed  the  knee 
of  adulation  to  his  prodigious  abilities.     This  ma- 

giftrate  was  called  Sir  Richard  Peacock. On 

his  right  hand  fat  a  fat  dark  man,  with  a  kind  of 
a  black  and  blue  complexion ;  who,  though  here 
in  all  the  pomp  of  magiftracy,  fcowled  his  gray 
grill y  brows  round  the  hall  with  an  affumed  ful- 
lennefs  and  pride  *,  at  home,  in  his  own  {hop, 
would  weigh  a  halfpenny  worth  of  plums  to  a 
beggar's  nephew,  duft  the  gold  fugar-loaf  over  his 
door,  fweep  the  front  of  his  houfe,  or  any  other 
odd  matter  that  required  doing. 

He  was  rich  enough  to  fatisfy  a  mifer,  and  fav- 
ing  enough  to  pleafe  one  :  his  canvas  apron  an- 
fwered  two  purpofes ;  it  p^eferv^d  his  black  fluff 
breeches,  and  it  faved  a  pocket  handkerchief;  that, 
and  a  night- cap,  once  white,  were  the  enfigns  by 
which  this  magiflrate  was  known  in  the  place 
where  he  lived ;  but  under  thofe  very  unfavoura- 
ble appearances,  he  carried  a  tender,  and  even  a 
generous  heart,  at  times  when  he  condefcended  to 
put  off  the  importance  of  his  charadter  j  and  when 
he  difpenfed  with  the  dear  idea  of  money-getting, 
the  milk  of  human  kindnefs  warmed  his  heart ; 
and  that  purfe  he  had  taken  fuch  pains  to  fill,  was 
liberally  opened  to  the  calls  of  friendfhip  and  hu- 
manity; and  this,  to  do  him  juftice,  was  not 
feldom. 

CHAP. 
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The  Friend  In  Need. 


VV  HEN  Anna  was  brought  through  a  mob  of 
runners,  conftables,  difputants,  and  pickpockets,  be- 
fore thofe  auguft  perfonages,  (inking  with  appre- 
henfions,  and  overcome  with  fear,  {he  ventured  to 
raife  her  eyes  to  the  awful  tribunal  before  whom 
fhe  was  to  be  examined. 

From  the  prejudices  of  firft  appearances,  the 
grey  locks  of  Atwood  gave  her  hopes,  which  the 
mild-looking  Sir  Richard  confirmed  ;  but  from  the 
bent  brow  of  Mr.  Sago  her  foul  fhrunk. 

Mrs.  Defmoulins,  though  upwards  of  fifty, 
drcfled  in  the  pink  and  the  height  of  the  mode, 
was  honoured  with  a  feat  within  the  bar,  while  the 
poor  culprit,  in  whofe  countenance  modefty  and 
delicacy  were  ftrongly  delineated,  and  whofe  pallid 
cheeks  carried  evidence  of  weaknefs  and  ill  health, 
fupported  herfelf  by  leaning  on  the  bar  *,  Hannah 
not  being  able  to  fqueeze  up  to  her,  furrounded  by 
men  whofe  appearances  ftruck  her  with  terror. 

Mr.  Defmoulins  likewife  foon  made  his  appear- 
ance ;  when  rcfpe£l  to  their  drefs  induced  the  wor- 
thy magiftrates  to  give  them  an  inltant  hearing. 

Mr.  Defmoulins,  in  a  molt  polite  flyle,  told 
them,  he  was  in  defpair  at  the  trouble  he  was 
obliged  to  give  them  ;  that  the  perfon  who  had  the 
honour  of  appearing  at  the  bar,  was  one  in  whom 
he  had  placed  great  confidence ;  that  he  had  the 
mortification  to  fmd  himfelf  deceived  in  her ;  and 
it  was  with  great  regret   and  repugnance  he  did 

himfelf 
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himfelf  the  honour  of  charging  her  with  a  de- 
fraud. 

"  Who  are  you,  Sir,  what  is  your  name,  and 
"  where  do  you  rcfide  ?"  demanded  Juilice  At- 
wood. 

With  an  important  bow  he  was  going  to  anfwer, 
when  Mrs.  DefmouHns  interrupted  him. 

"  Lord,  Louis,  what  fignifies  your  going  fuch 
*^  a  round  about  tale  to  their  honours  ;  pleafe  you, 
"  my  Lord,  I  keep  the  ftar  and  garter  embroidery 
*'  warehouse  in  Pall  Mall  ;  we  work  for  all  the 
*'  people  of  fafliion  -,  and  this  girl  being  no  better 
"  than  fhe  fhould  be,  came  to  us  for  employ." 

"  What,"  interrupted  Atwood,  "  fhe  is  a-a, — 
"  you  underfland  me." 

"  Yesy  indeed,  Sir,  flie  is  no  better  than  a 
"  kept  woman ;  and  we,  out  of  compaffion,  em- 
"  ployed  her  ;  for,  God  be  praifed,  we  want  not 
**  for  hands  or  bufHicfs,  or,  indeed,  what  we  may 
*^  live  on  without  it." 

*'  Bring  a  chair  for  this  here  lady,  and  that  there 
gentleman,"  faid  the  civil  juftice.  "  Now,  Ma- 
**  dam,  we  can  hear,  when  you  can  fpeak,  with 
"  more  cafe  to  yourfelf." 

"  Well,  pleafe  your  Worfhip,  a  lady  of  the 
**  firft  quality,  we  work  for  few  others,  fent  us  a 
"  job,  and  my  foolifli  hufband  would  make  me 
"  give  it  her,  together  with  the  coat  finiflied  by 
"  way  of  pattern  j  and  now,  when  it  fhould  be 
"  done,  fhe  has  made  away  with  it." 

"  Well,  young  woman,"  faid  Sir  Richard, 
"  you  hear  the  enormity  of  the  crimeof  which  you 
"  are  charged — you  have,  it  feems,  been  guilty 
"  of  a  two-fold  of-fence,  you  have  be-tray-ed  the 
**  con-fi-dence  pla-ced  in  you  by  thefe  wor-thy  peo- 
"  pie,  and  you  have  de-fraud-ed  them  of  their 
**  pro-per-ty.  I  pro-fefs,  my  heart  bleeds,  it  drops, 
«*  I  fay,  blood,  to  fee  fuch  wick-ed-nefs  in  fo  young 

"  A  creature. 
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'*  a  creature.  What  is  your  name  ?" — a  paufe — 
"  why  do  you  not  fpeak  ?  what  is  your  name  ?" 

"  Why  don't  you  anfwer  his  wordiip  ?"  faid  the 
conftable  who  had  brought  h  tr  there. 

It  was  impoffible — the  agony  of  her  foul  was  too 
flrong  for  utterance  ;  fpeech  was  denied  her ; — 
and  an  obilinate  fdence  being  imputed  to  her  in 
contempt  of  juftice,  oaths  were  prepared  to  be  ad- 
miniftered  to  the  profecutors,  and  Anna  ordered  to 
be  committed,  when  Mr.  Sago  approached  her, 
looking  under  his  bent  brow,  filled  her  with  frelh 
terror  ;  her  eyes  were  involuntarily  averted,  and 
her  head  turned  from  him. 

Viewing  her  earneflly,  "  Can  nobody  be  found  .^" 
faid  he,  in  a  foftened  voice,  "  have  you  nobody, 
'*  child,  who  will  be  bail  for  you  ?  for  gentlemen," 
turning  to  his  brethren,  "  according  to  the  flory 
"  of  the  profecutor,  and  we  have  not  heard  the 
"  poor  girl,  this  at  the  word  can  be  but  a  breach 
''  of  trufl ;  have  you  nothing  to  fay  for  yourfelf, 
**  child  ^"  faid  he,  turning  tenderly  to  her. 

Speech,  with  a  violent  gufh  of  forrow,  was  now 
lent  her  : — with  her  fpread  hands  on  her  face, 
while  the  tears  dropped  through  her  fingers,  "  Oh, 
"  Sir !"  exclaimed  fhe,  "  may  the  bleffings  of  the 
"  broken  hearted  attend  you — indeed  I  am  wrong- 
**  ed  j  I  would  have  paid  the  value  of  the  work 
"  which  was  ftolen  from  my  apartment." 

"  Have  you  any  one  to  fpeak  to  your  charac- 
"  ter  ?" 

**  Chara6^er,"  repeated  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  "  fhe 
''  robbed  the  lady  where  Ihe  lived  lad,  and  has 
**  fmce  been  upon  the  town — character  indeed  !" 

<*  Is  this  true,  child  ?"  faid  Sago. 

"  Good  God,  Sir,  no  !  for  heaven's  fake  what 
**  lady  do  you  allude  to .''  and  what  do  you  mean 
"  by  the  town  .?" 

"  I  mean 
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"  I  mean  Lady  Edwin  who  knows  you  to  be  a 
"  thief." 

"  Take  care.  Madam,"  faid  Anna,  fome  re- 
mains of  her  pride,  uniting  with  confcious  inno- 
cence, "  wretched  and  friendlefs  as  I  now  appear, 
"  there  are  in  the  world  (burfting  into  a  frefti 
**  flood  of  tears)  thofe  that  will  fupport  my  inno- 
*'  cence,  and  vindicate  my  character.  Lady  Ed- 
"  win  herfelf  would  be  one  of  the  firft  to  join  in 
"  the  punifhment  of  fuch  a  cruel  calumny." 

"  Come,  come,  woman,"  fternly  faid  Sir  Rich- 
ard, **  you  are  char-ged  on  the  oath  of  Mr.  and 
"  Mrs.  Defmou-lins,  both  peo-ple  of  un-doubt-ed 
"  credit,  with  a  de-fraud  ;  and  if  you  have  not 
"  good  and  fuf-fi-ci-ent  bail,  to  prifon  you  muft 
"  go  :  my  time,  and  that  of  my  bre-thren  on  the 
**  bench,  is  too  pre-ci-ous  to  wafle  with  your  e-qui- 
^'  vocations.  I  am,  my-felf,  o-bli-ged,  (looking 
"  round  him  with  great  dignity)  to  at-tend  the  na- 
"  ti-o-nal  af-fairs  of  the  realm.  What  fay  you,  Mr. 
"  a-a — you,  Sir,  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  ?" 

Anna  looked  up  ;  her  pride  again  forfook  her,  in 
the  horror  of  aflbciating  with  the  wretches  fhe  be- 
held, of  being  dragged  away  among  the  abandoned 
of  both  fexes  ;  fhe  was  fenfible  only  to  terror  ;  and 
throwing  herfelf  on  her  knees,  fhe  addrefled  Mrs. 
Defmoulins  : 

"  Have  pity  on  my  youth.  Madam  ;  confider  I 
"  am  of  your  own  fex  j  for  the  honour  of  huma- 
"  nity,  fpare  me." 

"  So  I  will,  if  you  confefs  ;  fo  I  will,  if  you  tell 
^*  me  where  the  work  may  be  recovered  j  but  not 
"  elfe." 

The  hufband,  a  little  mollified,  would  now  have 
interfered,  but  that  ferved  only  as  oil  on  a  flame  ; 
his  wife's  paflion  increafed,  and  Anna  was  on  the 
point  of  being  dragged  away,  though  Mr.  Sago 
wilhed  ftill  to  be  favourable  ;  but  Mrs.  Defmoulins 

unfortunately 
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unfortunately  afking  him  if  "  he  would  make  good 
**  her  lofs  ?"  an  end  was  put  to  the  affair  ;  when 
good  fortune,  in  the  fliape  of  Mr.  Bently,  pufhed 
in.  His  perfon  was,  as  well  as  his  great  fortune, 
known  to  the  worfliipful  Bench ;  the  bar  was  lifted 
up  ;  but  inftead  of  availing  himfelf  of  that  honour, 
he  feizcd  hold  of  Anna,  and  lugging  her  in,  the 
tears  rolling  down  his  venerable  face. 

'*  Ten,  ten  thoufand  pounds  bail  for  her  -,  will 
that  do,  Sir  Richard  ;  will  that  do,  Mr.  Atwood  !" 
and  fliaking  with  his  vacant  hand  the  thumb  of  the 
grocer,  "  will  that  do  ?" 

The  general  furprize  of  thefe  diftributors  of  juf- 
tice,  and  the  people  vdio  were  prefent,  foon  gave, 
way  to  the  refpe<^  due  to  a  young  perfon  under  the 
avowed  protection  of  fo  rich  a  man. 

"  Did  I  not  bid  you,  my  amiable  girl,  feek  a 
"  friend  at  the  Abbey  ?"  faid  Mr.  Bently,  as  foon 
as  his  emotions  would  let  him  •,  "  why  did  you  not 
"  come  to  me  ?" 

The  agony  and  weaknefs  of  our  heroine  when 
her  guardian  angel  entered,  was  converted  to  afto- 
nilhment;  how,  in  the  moment  when  all  hope 
was  loft,  when  on  the  very  verge  of  defpair,  could 
{he  believe  fhe  was  really  in  the  hands  of  a  friend, 
willing  and  able  to  preferve  her  from  wrong,  to  pro- 
teO:  her  from  infult !  the  fudden  tranfition  from  for- 
row  to  joy  was  too  much  for  her  reduced  fpirits. 
Way  was  now  made  for  Hannah,  everybody  pitied 
her  diftrefs  ;  Mr.  Atwood  offered  his  own  chair,  it 
being  an  armed  one,  and  Sir  Richard  had  a  bottle 
of  eau-de-luce  at  her  fervice  -,  he  had  even  a  tear 
ready  to  fqueeze  out  at  fight  of  fo  lovely  a  creature's 
indifpofition.  Sago  lamented  fecretly  the  want 
of  his  canvas  apron  ;  and  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  to  the 
alloniffiment  of  her  hufband,  was  filent. 

As  Anna  revived,  her  gratitude,  too  ftrong  for 
words,  vented  itfelf  in  a  plentiful  ihower  of  tears  •, 

—they 
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— they  were  not  the  only  onevS  fhed  on  the  occafion. 
Sir  Richard,  as  I  have  faid  before,  had  a  very  con- 
venient knack  at  w^eeping  where  he  was  fure  no  ad- 
vantage could  be  taken  at  the  appeara?ice  of  huma- 
nity ;  fo  that  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  even 
fobbed. 

Bently — but  I  muft  here  beg  one  word  with  my 
reader  on  the  fubje£t  of  a  weaknefs  many  people 
blu{h  at.  I  will  acknowledge  a  watery  head,  in  fome 
cafes,  to  be  the  fign  of  a  weak  heart  •,  it  was  in  Sir 
Richard  more,  it  was  the  mark  of  a  wicked,  hypo- 
critical one  :  but  hallowed,  for  ever  hallowed  be 
the  fpontaneous  and  involuntary  drops  excited  by 
humanity,  and  enforced  by  compaflion,  which  are 
often  feen  to  flow  from  the  foul  of  bravery  itfelf, 
and  grace  the  face  of  undaunted  courage  ;  yes,  the 
fame  eyes  from  whence,  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  or  in  the  caufe  of  honour,  courageous 
flafhes  of  facred  fire  have  ftruck  confufion  into  the 
hearts  of  their  enemies  ;  at  thy  fhrine,  oh,  hea- 
ven-born fympathy,  how  they  have  been  fuf- 
fufed  ! 

Bently  wept  like  a  child. 

"  When  you  wanted  a  friend,  Mifs  Manfel, 
"  why  did  you  not  come  to  me  ?'*  faid  he.  ''  Alas  ! 
"  poor  girl,  once  acquainted  with  the  villany  of  a 
"  Sutton,  who  fhall  condemn  thee  for  diflruft- 
'*  ing  all  mankind  ?  I  have  watched,  followed, 
**  and  tried  thee  :  my  foul,  like  thy  own,  rent  with 
"  forrow,  and  robbed  of  all  its  hopes,  will  receive 
"  a  guell  which  had  long  forfook  its  habitation. 
*'  In  raifing  thy  modefl  merit  I  will  be  joyful — and 
*^  in  making  that  beauty,  innocence,  and  honour, 
*'  which  was  denied  pity,  enviable,  I  will  feel  hap- 

*^  pinefs.     For  you,  good  woman,  go  home 

*'  I  have  reconciled  the  lofs  of  her  gown  to  the 
"  Duchefs  j  and  if  you  find  you  are  no  longer  ho- 
"  noured  with  the  fandion  and  cuftom  of  that 

**  family, 
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*^  family,  attribute  it  to  their  native  benevolence, 
'*  which  will  notfulTer  them  to  beflow  their  favour 
"  onfavages.     Go  !" 

How  beautiful  is  goodnefs  !  how  av/ful  the  ema- 
nation of  an  upright  mind  !  the  words  that  were  ut- 
tered by  this  honell  man  (Iruck  all  prefent  with  re- 
fpe£t ;  he  was  no  magiflrate — ^but  thofe  nvho  iverey 
flirunk  into  nothing  with  the  fenfe  of  their  own 
littlencfs,  interrupted  not  his  decifion. 

Mrs.  Defmoulins  with  a  front  equally  devoid  of 
gentlenefs  or  modelly,  felt  abafhcd,  and  retired 
without  anfwering  the  refpe£lable  monitor  ;  and 
her  hulband,  who  found  the  natural  complacency 
he  had  for  his  own  dear  fweet  felf,  increafed  by  the 
confcioufnefs  of  the  mercy  he  had  wiflied  to  ihew, 
marched  after  her,  backward,  bowing  all  the  way, 
with  a  mixture  of  triumph  and  refpeft  in  his  coun- 
tenance. 

Sir  Richard  had  now  began  an  harangue  :  "  It 
"  gives  mc,"  faid  he,  "  the  great-eft  plea-fure — It 
**  gives  me  the  fa-tis-fac-ti-on — nay  it  gives  me  the 
"  the  great-eft — a-a-a — that  Is  to  fay,  I  am  glad, 
*'  very  glad,  an  af-falr  fo  black  (knitting  his  brow) 
*'  in  the  be-gin-ning,  fliould  turn  out  fo  white 
"  (fmiling)  in  the  end  ;  and  that  the  handfome 
"  lady  in  the  chair " 

"  Sir,"  interrupted  Bcntly,  "  I  beg  your  par- 
"  don  ;  I  muft  thank  you  another  time  for  what 
"  you  are  pleafed  to  fay  in  favour  of  that  lady,  but 
"  at  prefent  ftie  is  too  much  agitated  to  attend  to 
"  It — we  will  therefore  beg  to  be  excufed."  He  was 
then  going  to  lead  her  out,  when  a  large  concourfe 
of  people  were  feen  advancing  to  the  office,  and 
three  gentlemen,  whofe  independent  circumftances 
and  good  fenfe  kept  them,  though  in  the  fame  com- 
miffion,  from  often  appearing  at  the  Rotation  in 
company  with  the  trading  juftices,  entered,  follow- 
ed by  as  great  a  number  of  people  as  could  fqueeze 

in. 
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in.     It  was  now  impoflible  for  Anna,  in  her  pre- 
fent  weak  fcate,  to  pafs. 

The  civil  Mr.  Atwood  therefore  intreated  her 
to  retire  into  a  little  inner  room  behind  where  they 
fat,  which  offer  fhe  gladly  accepted.  Bently  was 
following — when,  among  the  new  comers  he  beheld 
Dalton, — he  did  not  mention  this  circumftance  to 
Anna  -,  but  as  foon  as  he  was  fatisfied  in  refpe£l  to 
her  accommodation,  left  her  and  returned  to  the 
juftice-room. 


CHAP.        LXXI. 

Proves  our  Hero'itie  had  a  Father, 

l\  GENTEEL  looking  elderly  man,  very 
much  fun  burnt,  by  whofe  fide  flood  a  younger 
man  of  the  fame  defcription,  told  a  plain  and  mo- 
ving tale  ;  he  faid  his  name  was  Mordant  ;  he  was 
a  native  of  South  Wales ;  that  he  had  when  young 
an  only  filler,  the  greatefl  beauty  of  the  time,  who 
captivated,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  the  fon  and  heir 
of  a  noble  family  in  their  neighbourhood  ;  but 
though  a  great  and  unincumbered  eflate,  with  the 
vaft  perfonal  riches,  defcending  from  the  feveral 
branches  of  their  houfe,  were  all  vefled  in  the  father 
of  this  young  man,  no  intreaties  whatever  could 
induce  him  to  liften  to  the  petition  of  his  fon  in  be- 
half of  his  love,  although  pride  far  more  than  his 
defire  of  wealth  oppofed  his  happinefs.  As  their 
houfe  boafled  a  long  line  of  ancellors,  not  one  of 
whom  had  married  out  of  the  bell  blood  in  the  prin- 
cipality, and  h'u  father  was  the  fon  of  a  tradefman 

who 
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who  dealt  in  butter  and  oats,  the  produce  of  that 
country  ;  that  finding  the  young  gentleman  was 
bent  on  marrying  the  obje£l  of  his  afTe(£^ion,  the 
father  had  liim  feized,  and  with  unrelenting  rigour 
confined  him  in  a  remote  part  of  his  large  manfion 
four  years,  having  made  a  vow  he  ihould  never  fee 
the  fun  till  the  young  woman  was  dead  or  mar- 
ried, or  till  he  gave  his  honour  to  think  on  her  no 
more  ;  that  his  fifter  being  in  a  deplorable  ftate  of 
health,  their  father  dead,  and  themfelves  invited 
to  an  uncle  at  Jamaica,  he  had  contrived,  at  her 
requeft,  to  fcale  the  out-fide  of  the  caftle,  and 
delivered  the  young  man  from  his  confinement, 
who  fet  out  immediately  with  them.  He  married 
his  fifl:er  at  the  feaport  from  whence  they  failed, 
vowing  never  to  return  to  his  family  till  they  re- 
ceived his  beloved  wife  with  him,  and  foon  reached 
the  place  of  their  deflination.  The  happinefs  of 
the  new  married  pair  increafing  with  their  family, 
the  hufband  declared  his  intention  of  renouncing 
his  country,  and  all  of  his  blood  who  would  not 
acknowledge  his  wife — A  {hort  time  after  they  ar- 
rived the  uncle  died,  leaving  them  joint  heirs  to 
his  trade  and  fortune  5  they  entered  into  partner- 
fiiip  and  lived  in  equal  harmony  and  happinefs,  till 
a  fatal  epidemic  fever  carried  off  both  their  wives, 
and  all  his  partner*s  children  but  one,  the  youngefl:, 
a  female  j  that  a  woman  who  had  nurfed  his  filler, 
and  who  having  attended  her  abroad,  had  been 
much  beloved  by  her,  recovered  of  the  fever  which 
file  caught  from  her  mifirefs,  but  fell  into  a  decline 
which  was  pronounced  to  be  incurable  by  any  thing 
but  her  native  air  ;  and  on  this,  it  being  near  the 
time  proper  to  fend  his  little  daughter,  as  is  there 
cufliomary,  to  England  for  education,  and  unwilling 
the  poor  invalid  fhould  go  by  herfelf,  he  had  taken 
that  opportunity  to  bring  over  his  child  ;  and  as 
(if  the  old  woman  recovered)  he  would  wifliher  to 
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continue  in  England  (merely  thr.t  (liemightbe  near 
her)  to  leave  her  comfortably  fettled  ;  for  which 
purpofe,  as  he  meant  to  return  by  the  firft  fhip, 
and  chofe  to  avoid  any  poflible  rencontre  with  his 
family,  who  he  more  thaii  ever  diiliked  fmce  the 
death  of  h's  wife,  inftead  of  taking  it  from  their  cor- 
refpondents  here,  he  brought  money  with  him  for 
the  purpofe  of  fmkiiig  it  into  an  annuity  for  the  life  of 
the  old  fervant ;  that  they  r;.-^-ivcd  fafe  in  the  Downs, 
when  the  woman  being  extremely  ill,  and  defirous 
of  reaching  London  for  advice  immediately,  they 
had  left  the  fhip  there  in  order  to  proceed  to  tov/n,^ 
leaving  the  principal  part  of  their  baggage  on  board  ; 
fince  which  he  had  never  been  able  to  trace,  by  any 
means  whatever,  what  had  become  of  either  his 
brother-in-lavv^,  his  niece,  or  the  nurfe,  the  fhip 
having  returned  without  their  things  being  ever 
landed,  or  the  Captain's  feeing  or  hearing  any  thing 
of  them  ;  that  he  continued  to  trade  in  their  joint 
names  till  he  had  accumulated  beyond  his  ex- 
pectation 5  and  his  uneafinefs  increafmg  inftead  of 
decreafnig,  he  had  brought  his  fon  over  himfelf  fix 
years  ago  to  finifli  his  education,  folely  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  making  inquiries  after  his  loft  friend ;  that 
he  continued  in  England  twelve  m.onths,  and  at 
length  returned,  having  vainly  inquired  not  only 
of  his  family,  the  old  Lord  being  dead,  but  at  every 
probable  place,  without  being  able  to  obtain  the 
leaft  intelligence  concerning  him ;  that  he  had  con- 
cluded tiiey  were  murdered  for  the  fake  of  the  mo- 
ney his  partner  carried  with  him  ;  and  this  ftiock- 
ing  furmife  was  confirmed  about  four  months 
ago,  in  a  manner  the  moft  providential  and  extraor- 
dinary. 

A  bricklayer,  who  had  long  worked  on  his 
cftate,  having  emigrated  to  the  Spanifh  fettlements 
with  a  mulatto  flave,  his  wife  petitioned  him  for 

means 
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means  to  return  to  her  own  country  *,  that  he  had 
paid  her  paflTage  home,  and  gave  the  houfe  he  re- 
fided  in  to  an  old  fervant  •,  in  clearing  away  the  lit- 
ters four  bags,  marked  by  that  very  fervant  1 00  Gs. 
which  his  brother  had  taken  with  him,  were  found 
and  brought  to  him ;  that  Oiocked  and  furprized 
beyond  meafure,  he  directly  went  after  the  man, 
but  found  the  fchooner  he  had  failed  in  was  loft  ; 
that  not  doubting  his  wife  muft  be  acquainted  with 
the  cataftrophe,  of  which  he  had  fuch  ftrong  ap- 
prehenfions,  he  then  came  to  England  in  purfuit 
of  her,  whom  he  eafily  traced  ;  and  on  queftioning 
her  about  the  bags,  flie  readily  acknowledged 
them ;  but  faid  her  hufband  had  received  the  mo- 
ney from  a  clergyman,  who,  after  much  difficulty, 
he  likewife  traced,  though  he  had  great  reafon  to 
fuppofe  it  an  evafion,  and  had  fent  a  card  to  him 
to  beg  his  attendance,  and  he  was  now  prefent ; 
he  intreated  they  would  pleafe  to  examine  the  wo- 
man ftriftly,  that  if  the  blood  of  the  worthieft  of 
men,  and  his  innocent  child,  had  been  fpilt,  ven- 
geance might  be  taken. 

Such  a  ftory,  told  with  every  appearance  of 
truth  and  feeling,  could  not  but  have  a  partifan  in 
the  heart  of  every  auditor  •,  and  the  woman  being 
put  to  the  fame  bar,  where  an  hour  before  our  he- 
roine ftood  an  inftance  of  perfecuted  innocence, 
one  of  the  gentlemen  magiftrates  exhorted  her  to 
be  careful  not  to  vary  from  the  truth  in  h^r  exami- 
nation, as  circumftances  of  a  heinous  nature,  which 
had  already  come  out,  would  be  aggravated  and 
confirmed  by  her  prevarications.  She  was  then 
fhcwn  the  bags,  and  repeated  her  ftory,  adding, 
the  perfon's  name,  from  whom  her  hufband  receiv- 
ed them,  was  Dalton  :  he  was  on  this  defired  to  walk 
forward. 

From  the  inftant  the  avaricious  wretch  faw  the 
bags,  and  heard  what  was  going  forward,  he  gave 

himfelf 
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himfelf  up  for  loft ;  but  when  he  found,  the  man 
who  had  received  them  of  him  was  dead,  and  only 
the  hearfay  evidence  of  his  wife,  he  wifely  conclu- 
ded, his  No,  as  good  as  her  Yes  ;  he  therefore  po- 
fitively  denied  the  whole  matter:  the  woman  perfift- 
ed  in  her  ftory  :  he  in  denying  it : — when  another, 
to  him  unwelcome  ftranger,  made  her  way  through 
the  croud  :  this  was  Mrs.  Clarke,  who  arrived  at 
her  houfe  about  two  hours  after  Anna  was  carried, 
as  we  have  related  ;  from  thence,  hearing  from  the 
neighbourhood  what  had  happened,  (lie  flew  to  the 
office;  and  pufliing  through  the  mob,  weeping 
and  lamenting,  the  firft  perfon  who  ftruck  her  eyes 
was  Dalton — concluding  he  was  there  on  behalf  of 
Anna. 

"  Oh  thank  God,"  faid  (he,  "  you  are  here — 
«  Where  is  the  dear  child  ?  it  will  kill  her — She 
**  was  all  but  dead  when  I  left  her — Nothing  elfe 
**  fhould  have  brought  me  home  fo  foon." 

*'  Who  /*"  anfwered  Dalton,  not  a  little  confound- 
ed at  the  appearance  of  the  only  witnefs  that  could 
have  been  Iw-ought  in  the  world  to  confront  him  j 
**  do  you  rave  ?" 

**  Rave !"  faid  fhe,  "  you  are  enough  to  make 
"  one  rave  •,  why  is  not  Mifs  Manfel  here?" 

Bently,  who  now  underftood  her  to  be  the 
friend  of  his  charge,  beckoned  her  to  him,  and 
the  examination  went  on — the  woman  begged  be- 
fore her  commitment  was  figned,  to  be  once  more 
heard. 

She  then  afked  the  Do6lor,  if,  feventcen  years 
ago,  he  had  not  laid  out  fome  money  on  a  chapel 
in  Stepney  Fields  ? 

"  That  he  did,  poor  man,"  faid  Mrs.  Clarke, 
**  every  body  knows  that,  and  how  that  villain, 
**  White,  ran  away  with  it;  I  am  fure  I  pitied 
**  him  from  my  heart, 

A  general 
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A  general  confufion  now  for  a  moment  enfued — 
the  merchant  and  juftices  were  unanimous  in  call- 
ing on  Mrs.  Clarke  for  farther  information  ;  but  no 
farther  could  fhe  give  ;  yet  it  was  circumftantial 
evidence ;  and  Dalton  was  told  he  muft  be  included 
in  the  commitment. 

Overpowered  by  guilt  and  (hame,  the  narrow- 
fouled  being  ftood  for  fome  moments  in  fufpenfe — 
when  his  cunning,  which  generally  was  his  very 
good  friend,  taught  him  a  new  leflbn — he  requefted 
the  court  might  be  cleared,  and  then  humbly  prof- 
trating  himfeif  at  the  feet  of  the  merchant,  he  con- 
fefied  the  whole  matter  as  we  have  before  related 
it ;  alledged  that  neither  the  child  nor  money  being 
claimed,  he  was  tempted  to  make  ufe  of  it,  and  ha- 
ving been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  cheated  by  the 
rogue.  White,  he  had  never  acknowledged  having 
had  money  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  repay. 

"  But  where  is  my  child — where  is  (he — does 
"  fhe  exift  ? — Let  us  go  to  her,"  faid  the  merchant 
now  more  confounded  than  before. 

Dalton  was  beginning  an  excufe,  when  Bently 
ftepping  forward  and  addrefling  himfeif  to  the 
ftranger,  faid  he  would  fave  Dalton  the  trouble  of 
farther  relation,  by  informing  him,  that  (he  had  for 
good  caufes  left  his  houfe,  and  after  defrauding 
her  of  fourteen  hundred  pounds,  he  had  {topped 
her  clothes,  on  the  demand  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  more  for  a  few  years  board,  which  fum 
had  been  actually  received  from  a  young  libertine 
by  whom  fhe  v/as  faid  to  have  been  kept. 

"  Oh  !  my  poor  girl,"  cried  the  merchant  fhed- 
ding  tears — "  but  fhe  will  fee  her  error — (he  will 
"  be  one  of  the  firft  fortunes  in  the  kingdom — he 
**  may  marry  her." 

"  No,  no,  that  cannot  be,"  faid  Mr.  Bently. 
"  Why  will  you  fay  fo,  Sir  ?  returned  he. 

<«  For 
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"  For  a  very  good  reafon,  he  is  married  al- 
ready." 

"  Wretch,"  anfwered  the  merchant,  turning  to 
Dalton,  "  what  haft  thou  to  anfwer  for." 

"  Oh,  nothing  to  fpeak  of,"  returned  Bently, 
"  for  the  truth  is,  fhe  never  was  kept  by  the  faid 
"  libertine — that  was  indeed  nothing  to  Dalton,  he 
"  fingered  the  money ;  but  come,  Sir,  if  I  reftore 
**  your  niece,  will  you  engage  never  to  rob  me  of 
"  my  child  ?"  So  faying,  he  retired  to  the  room 
where  Anna  was,  followed  by  the  two  gentlemen, 
father  and  fon,  and  Mrs.  Clarke,  who  immediately 
embracing  her,  lamented  being  out  of  the  way 
when  fuch  an  indignity  had  been  offered  to 
her. 

But  more  interefting  fcenes  now  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  our  heroine — the  merchant  bur  ft  into 
tears  the  inftant  he  faw  her — it  was  his  very  fifter 
— there  needed  no  witnefs  but  her  countenance — 
he  fhould  have  known  her  from  thoufands. 

The  young  man  throwing  himfelf  at  her  feet  in 
a  tranfport,  exclaimed,  "  it  was  then  more  than 
"  mere  paffion,  it  was  the  blelTed  emanation  of 
^*  blood  that  fo  irrefiftibly  drew  every  faculty  of 
"  my  foul  to  my  lovely  coufin ;  this.  Sir,  is  the 
"  amiable  creature  I  reprefented  to  you  as  my 
'*  firft  and  only  love,  my  charming  coufin,  will 
**  you  not  fpeak  to  your  neareft  relation,  your 
«  Mordant?" 

Surprize  at  thofe  falutations  was  tempered  with 
a  pleafing  expectation  of  their  meaning :  Anna's 
heart  throbbed  with  joy  at  the  idea  of  finding  at 
laft  fomebody  who  would  own  her.  To  hear  her- 
felf  addrefTed  as  dear  coufm,  and  as  dearer  niece, 
by  two  fuch  refpe61:able  characters  ;  to  be  carefTed 
as  the  likenefs  of  an  amiable  mother,  to  feel  her- 
felf  intitled  to  ties  hitherto  unknown  to  her,  but 
which  her  heart  had  often  panted  after,  was  fuch 

an 
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an  excefs  of  pleafure,  that  all  the  pad  mifortunes, 
even  the  lofs  of  Herbert  was  forgot. 

Her  uncle  folded  her  tohisbofom,  while  his  fon, 
loath  for  a  moment  to  give  up  his  claim  of  tcnder- 
nefs,  bathed  her  hands  with  drops  of  congenial 
love  and  warm  afFedion.  Mrs.  Clarke  was  not  for- 
got in  the  general  joy  ;  and  Bently  affected  a  dif- 
content  at  being  thus  robbed  of  her  he  had  adopted, 
under  which  were  vifible  benevolent  beams  of  the 
mod  heartfelt  fatisfa6lion. 

Mr.  Mordant  propofed  to  his  niece  to  return  to 
Mrs.  Clarke's  till  he  could  procure  lodgings   fit  to 

receive  her. ^This  was  oppofed  by  Bently,  who 

laid  Mifs  Manfel  was  engaged  to  meet  fome  ladies 

at  a  friend  of  his  *,  Anna  looked  furprifed, (lie 

knew  not  yet  even  the  means  by  which  he  had 
found  her  ;  and  much  lefs  could  flie  guefs  at  the 
company  he  talked  of ;  but  he  was  too  pofitive  to 
be  ruled,  and  too  happy  to  be  reafonable  ;  and, 
therefore,  infiftcd  on  the  whole  group  crowding  in- 
to the  coach.  One  event  more,  however,  was  to 
crown  the  morning's  adventure  j  jufl  as  they  were 
going  out,  young  Edwin  entered  ;  he  came  in  the 
utmoil  hade  to  relieve  Anna  from  the  misfortune 
in  which   his  ferxant's  officious  zeal  for  his  wiflics 

had  involved  her Pveally  fliocked  at  the  confe- 

quence  of  an  aO:  he  had  applauded,  and  which,  in 
hopes  to  have  his  offers  of  fervice  accepted,  had 
carried  him  to  her  lodgings,  he  fet  out  with  equal 
hade  to  prevent  her  being  infulted  with  a  charge  of 
lb  ignominious  a  nature. 

As  foon  as  Bently  fawhim,  with  a  very  farcadi- 
cal  fmile,  he  congratulated  him  on  chufmg  to  for- 
feit his  recognizance  rather  than  appear  at  the  horfe- 
whipping  affair  ;  and  begged  to  have  the  honour  of 
repaying  him  the  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  he  had 
fo  generoufly  advanced  for  Mifs  Manfcl's  clothes  to 
Dalton. 

Vol.  IL  H  "  Why, 
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"  Why/urely,"  faid  the  elder  Mordant,  "Mr. 
'*  Edwin  cannot  be  the  perfon  who  did  it  ?" 

"  There  he  is,"  faid  Bently,  "  if  his  infamous 
"  plans  had  fucceeded,  which,  thank  God,  they 
"  did  not,  he  is  too  much  of  a  Welchman  to  deny 
"  a  fact  he  would  cut  your  throat  for  charging 
"  him  with." 

"  Really,  Sir,"  anfwered  Edwin,  with  a  fcorn- 
*'  ful  frown,  **  your  language  is  unintelligible  to 
"  me." 

"  May  be  fo,  may  be  fo,"  anfwered  Bently,  "  it 
**  is  plain  Englifh  though,  but  I  have  no  time  to 
*^  throw  away — come.  Madam,"  taking  Anna's 
hand  from  her  uncle,  "  lead  the  way  to  your  envn 
*^  carriage. 

Edwin  all  aftonifhed,  called  on  young  Mordant, 
who,  with  a  very  ill  grace,  fuffered  the  happy 
party  to  proceed  without  him,  while  he  went  into 
a  tavern  to  recount  particulars,  which  in  every  part 
cut  his  auditor  to  the  foul,  and  then  followed  his 
father  by  the  direftions  Bently  gave  him,  to  Mrs. 
Wellers'  in  Charter-houfe  fquare. 


CHAP.       Lxxn. 


An  Old  Man^s  Perfeverance. 

I T  is  now  proper  to  inform  the  reader  oi  ihe 
happy  accident  which  brought  about  this  event -with 
refpecl  "to  Bently.  I  have  before  faid,  he  mad-e  a 
ftri^l,  and  the  reader  will  conclude,  a  fruitlels 
fearch  after  Anna.  He  returned  to  the  Abbey  in 
the  utmolt  dejedion  of  fpirit  at  his  difappointraent, 

when 
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when  Mrs.  Wellers  fent  for  him  to  give  him  what 
farther  particulars  ihe  had  heard  of  our  heroine. 
What  appeared  to  her  an  inexplicable  myllery,  was 
immediately  developed  by  him,  who  knev/  well  the 
founder  of  her  difgrace  at  Melmoth  Lodge,  her  ac- 
cufcr  at  Lady  Edwin's,  and  her  perfecutor  at  Lay- 
ton,  was  one  and  the  fame  perfon.  So  rooted,  in- 
deed, was  his  contempt  and  hatred  for  that  Noble- 
man, that  no  crime  appeared  to  him  too  black  to 
be  perpetrated  by  him  ;  and  Anna's  refufal  to  be- 
come his  wife,  while  it  added  to  her  credit  in  ihc 
opinion  of  Mrs.  Wellers,  endeared  her  to  his  fbu!. 
He  heard,  with  indignation,  the  farther  reports 
from  the  Daltons  of  Edwin's  paying  their  demand, 
and  poflefling  himfelf  of  her  cloaths, — but  rightly 
concluding,  though  he  had  before  watched  that 
young  man  in  all  his  manoeuvres  without  fuccefs, 
that  he  mud  now  have  acquired  fome  knowledge 
of  her,  he  fet  off  for  London  -,  and  having  again  fet 
his  fpy  to  v/ork,  learnt  (although,  it  being  while 
Wilkinfon  M^as  in  town,  the  mailer  did  not  fee  her 
he  was  in  fearch  of)  that  his  favourite  man  took 
very  frequent  journeys  into  the  city,  it  one  day  en- 
tered his  head  to  watch  him,  and  having  lodged 
him  at  Clarke's,  went  to  the  oppofite  fide  to  a  fnuff 
fliop,  in  order  to  find  out  what  people  kept  the 
houfe  ;  the  anfwer  he  received  being  only,  that  it 
was  an  old  woman  and  her  daughter,  and  the  man 
who  had  juft  entered  was  fweethcart  to  the  latter, 
he  was  on  the  point  of  going  off,  fatisfied  this  was 
not  the  road  to  his  wifhed  difcovery,  when  happen- 
ing to  look  up,  he  faw  Anna  removing  a  blind  from 
the  window,  which,  as  the  day  was  Shutting  in,  ob- 
ftru6led  the  light,  and  fit  down  at  her  frame  to 
work,  he  retreated  back  almoft  flagnated. — Too 
likely,  now,  even  to  him,  were  the  reports  to  her 
difadvantage  ;  indeed  if  Edwin  kept  her,  it  was  not 
probable  his  large  fortune  and  fmall  flock  of  pru- 
H  2  dencc 
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dence  would  have  fixed  on  fuch  a  fituation  for  his 
miftrefs  > — but  then  he  was  lately  married,  andfe- 
crecy  on  that  account  might  be  neceflary  : — in  a 
word,  he  had  almofl  given  her  up,  when  the  wo- 
man of  the  fliop,  addrefTingher  hufband,  remarked 
how  induftrious  that  poor  fick  young  woman  was. 
"  She  is  now,"  added  (he,  "  poring  between  the 
"  lights. — no  wonder  (he  looks  fo  ill  ;  poor  thing, 
*'  I  am  fure  fhe  does  not  eat  the  bread  of  idlenefs." 
This  caught  his  attention — and  feeing  a  bill  for  a 
two  pair  of  itairs  front  room  to  be  let  to  a  fingle 
man,  he  immediately  took  it,  and  mounting  his 
new  lodging,  had  then  watched  our  heroine,  till 
he  was  convinced  her  own  labour  fupported  her,  as 
he  overlooked  her  whenever  he  pleafed. 

Satisfied  with  his  obfervations,  and  knowing  flie 
was  an  orphan,  himfelf  being  childlefs,  and  with- 
out a  relation  in  the  world,  he  immediately  formed 
the  refolution  of  adopting  her,  and  went  to  Layton 
to  communicate  his  difcoveries  and  intentions  to 
Mrs.  Wellers. 

On  the  day  after  Mr.  Bates  gave  his  mafter  fuch 
a  proof  of  his  dexterity,  it  was  agreed  Mr.  Bently 
fhould  go  to  Anna  in  the  morning,  make  known 
his  intention,  and  bring  her  to  young  Mrs.  Wellers*, 
where  Mrs.  Wellers  was  to  meet  them  to  dinnjer, 
and  take  our  heroine  home  with  her  till  Mr.  Bently 
fhould  regulate  his  houfe,  (now  a  mere  batchelor's) 
fit  to  receive  a  miftrefs,  and  procure  a  companion 
for  her  of  fuch  reputation  as  might  prevent  the  bufy 
and  cenforious  world  from  glancing  at  fcandal. 

The  mutual  pleafure  the  meeting  at  Mrs.  Wel- 
lers' gave  our  heroine,  and  a  lady  fhe  both  loved 
and  efteemed,  is  not  to  be  told.  When  the  tranf- 
a£lions  of  the  morning,  and  the  happy  conclufions 
with  Mr.  Mordant's  flory,  which  Anna  had  not 
before  heard,  were  repeated,  even   Mr.  Wellers, 

with  all  his  apathy,  was  afFedled  ; Anna  threw 

herfelf 
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herfelf  into  her  uncle's  arms,  in  expreflive,  though 
fpeechlefs  acknowledgements,  for  his  kind  and  un- 
wearied folicitude  to  difcover  her,  which  had  the 
greater  merit,  as  he  declared  half  his  fortune  was, 
in  juftice,  hers.  It  now  came  to  Anna's  turn  to  he 
the  relator  ;  every  heart  of  the  prcfcnt  auditor's, 
Mr.  Wellers'  only  excepted,  v/ho,  for  the  generality, 
had  no  heart  at  all,  was  a£luatedhy  the  fame  fpring, 
univerfal  benevolence,  and  kindnefsto  all  their  fel- 
low creatures.  AVhen,  therefore,  the  diftrefs,  ill- 
nefs,  and  fuilerings  of  this  innocent  young  woman 
came  to  be  exhibited  by  the  voice  01  truth,  could 
they  be  lefs  than  afFefted  ?  No  eye  was  dry,  no 
heart  but  gave  the  tribute  due  to  fuch  unmerited 
forrow,  nor  any  one  but  felt,  with  an  excefs  of 
pleafure,  the  happy  change  in  her  affairs.  Mrs. 
Wellers  infilled,  and  Mr.  Mordant  confented,  Anna 
(hould  go  home  with  her  till  fhe  could  be  fettled. 
— Bently  hallowed,  fung,  whiftled,  and  wept  all 
the  way  home  ;  his  exertion  of  fpirit,  indeed,  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  fince,  for  the  fird;  time  he 
had  tailed  any  thing  but  water  for  twenty  years,  he 
had  drank  a  pint  bumper  of  claret.  At  parting, 
Mr.  Mordant  put  into  his  niece's  hand  a  pocket- 
book,  in  which  were  two  thoufand  pounds  in  bank 

notes. **  Reward,  my  love,"  faid  he,  "  your 

"  friends,  and  humble  your  enemies,  by  fliewing 
"  them  leflbns  of  true  generofity  ;  all  narrow  fen- 
"  timents  are  now  beneath  you  ;  you  are  yet  igno- 
"  rant  of  the  rank  you  are  entitled  to  ;  munifi- 
*'  cence  and  greatnefs  of  foul  are  the  hereditary 
**  rights  of  your  blood  ;  and  Providence  has  amply 
"  fupplied  you  with  the  means  of  being  refpe6la- 
"  ble  as  well  as  rich." — With  thofe  kind  admoni- 
tions he  left  her,  pofitively  refufing  his  confent  to 
his  fon's  attending  her  to  Layton,  as  he  earncflly 
requefled. 

C  II  A  P. 
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CHAP.       LXXIII. 


A  Revival  of  pad  Scenes. 

IN  the  journey  from  London  to  the  Hill,  the 
fenfations  of  Anna  were,  at  firft,  too  flrong  for 
exprcffion  ; ,  but  as  they  proceeded,  in  the  language 
of  pure  and  unaffccled  gratitude  to  the  wife  difr 
pofer  of  all  events,  fhe  drew  an  afFefting  pifture 
of  her  different  feelings  now,  and  when  the  lafl: 
time  fhe  travelled  the  fame  road.  How  full  of 
forrow  and  anguifli  did  ilic  leave  her  then  home ! 
how  many  relu£lant  thoughts,  at  quitting  the 
friendf}iip  of  the  good  Mrs.  Wellers  !  how  infinite 
her  diilrefs  in  the  prefent,  and  her  defpair  in  the 
future,  profpedls !  flie  recognized  the  fpot  where 
Ijord  Sutton  and  Dalton  pailed  her,  and  tears  gufh- 
ed  from  her  eyes,  when  fne  faw  the  ftyle  from 
whence  (lie  took  the  llage. 

Now  fhe  was  returning,  no  longer  the  poor  or- 
phan, flying  from  the  horror  of  a  prifon,  and  the 
tyranny  of  thofe  to  whofe  vain-glorious  charity  flie 
fuppofed  her  exigence  was  owing  ;  or  going  a 
poor  outcaft  to  feek  her  bread,  in  a  world,  where 
llie  feemed  to  ftand  alone,  but  triumphant,  and 
abounding  in  friends,  riches,  and  honour  \  over- 
powered with  the  different  fenfations  arifing  from 
thofe  reflexions,  flie  funk  in  tears  into  the  arms 
of  her  friend.  Charmed  at  the  whole  of  her  be- 
haviour, Mrs.  Wellers  applauded  the  natural  gra- 
titude 
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titude  of  her  difpofition,  but  begged  fhe  would,  at 
lead  for  the  prelent,  drop  all  painful  recollections 
of  the  pa(t,  in  the  opening  felicity  flie  might 
now  juilly  expert,  with  this  one  reflexion, 
which  time  and  fifty  years  experience  had  taught 
her. 

That  patience  and  rcfignation  are  only  wanting. 
to  convince  the  moil  afflicted  of  mankind,  that  the 
prefent  calamity,  be  it  ever  fo  bitter,  and  hard  to 
be  borne,  leads  in  fome  Ihape  or  other,  to  fucceed- 
ing  good. 

In  this  happy  conclufion  they  reached  the  hill, 
and  were  there  moft  afFecSlionately  received  by 
Mr.  Wellers,  and  welcomed  by  Dr.  Collet,  whofe 
fincere  congratulations,  and  lively  friendfhip,  a  lit- 
tle difpellcd  the  gloom.  recolle6lion  had  begun  to 
caft  over  our  heroine's  countenance  ;  as  her  mind 
grew  compofed,  the  fatigues  of  the  day  were  vifi- 
ble  to  her  friends,  atid  painful  to  herfelf ;  by  their 
eiFe(Sl  on  her  health,  Dr.  Collet  declared  faline 
draughts,  and  reft,  were  abfolutcly  neceflary ; 
Mrs.  Clarke,  who  attended  her,  anxioufly  urged 
her  to  follow  his  advice,  and  flie  retired  immedi- 
ately to  bed,  but  not  to  reft. 

lier  feeli'ngs  foon  convinced  her,  however  eli- 
gible to  the  fupport  of  a  mere  exiftence  money  and 
friends  were,  the  latent  difeafe  oi  the  mind  was 
as  much  out  of  their  reach,  as  oat  of  the  power  of 
medicine.  Herbert,  dear  amiable  Herbert,  was 
he  alive,  to  Ihare  with  her  thofe  unexpected  gifts 
of  fortune;  could  file  hn.v>e  put  it  in  his  power,  to 
add  to  the  happinefs  of  the  v/orthy  Mrs.  Herbert, 
of  her  dear  Patty;  to  render  him  independent  of 
his  proud  coufms,  that  v/ere  a  gratification  worthy 
living  for  !  to  tell  him  by  all  her  aClions,  how  the 
[)hilanthropy  of  his  difpofition,  the  goodnefs  of  his 
heart,  the  purity  of  his  fentiments,  had  now  on 

her 
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her  foul,  were  a  happinefs,  inferior  only  to  heaven 
itfelf! 

But  of  this  felicity  fhe  was  for  ever  deprived, 
and  this,  in  the  waywardnefs  of  human  nature, 
was  all  ihe  coveted  j  it  was  in  vain  flie  condemned 
her  own  want  of  thankfulnefs  to  heaven  for  its 
bounties,  and  attempted  to  footh  her  ideas  with 
the  many,  many  fources  of  happinefs  in  her  power, 
that  crov/ded  to  court  her  acceptance  -,  ftill  thought, 
hopelefs  thought,  hung  on  his  dear  image,  and 
her  heart  recoiled  from  pleafures,  Herbert  could 
not  (liare. 

The  morning  found  her  with  increafed  fever, 
but  with  appearance  of  its  again  intermitting ; 
medicine  did  little  for  her  ;  a  hectic  habit.  Collet 
feared,  was  gaining  on  her  conftitution ;  Mr. 
Mordant's  anxious  apprehenfions  were  only  to  be 
equalled  by  thofe  of  his  fon's  ;  Mrs.  Wellers  felt 
as  for  her  own  daughter ;  and  Mr.  Bently  was  half 
diftra£led ;  a  confultation  of  phyficians  was  held, 
and  he,  at  his  very  earnefl  requeft,  indulged  with 
being  prefent :  he  had  a  fmattering  of  phyfic,  juft 
enough  to  render  him  inquifitive,  as  an  employer 
for  others,  and  very  troublefome  as  a  patient  him- 
felf ;  he  would  not  only  know  the  quality,  but  the 
quantity,  of  the  prefcriptions,  and  in  the  cafe  of 
Anna,  would  himfelf  adminifter  them. 

In  a  few  days  her  fever  abated,  but  languor  and 
depreffion  of  fpirits  ftill  continued ;  nothing  feemed 
to  give  her  either  pain,  or  pleafure.  In  this  un- 
pleafant  ftate,  Mr.  Mordant  was  obliged  to  leave 
her  with  Mrs.  Wellers,  having  bufmefs  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  tranfa£t  at  a  diftance  from  the 
metropolis,  whither  his  fon  accompanied  him. 
The  evening  after  their  departure,  fhe  faw  Polly 
Dalton,  the  friend  of  her  juvenile  years,  pafs  by. 
Ah,  my  God !  exclaimed  (lie,  how,  my  dear 
friends,  could  you  fufFer  me  to  be  fo  long  near 

Layton, 
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Layton,  without  once  feeing,  or  even  enquiring 
after  Mrs.  Dalton  and  her  family  !  You  might, 
anfwered  Mrs.  Wellers,  have  been  filent  about 
them  for  ever,  vi^ithout  incurring  any  blame  from 
us.  Oh  !  fay  not  fo,  madam ;  you  know  not  how 
good  Mrs.  Dalton,  nor  how  affeftionate  that 
young  perfon,  who  now  palled,  always  was  to 
me  !  Pray  indulge  me  by  fending  for  her,  I  have 
fo  often  called,  and  who,  in  every  inftance,  ad:ed 
like  a  mother  by  me ;  for  as  to  Lord  Sutton,  I  am 
convinced,  they  would  be  ftill  more  vehement  in 
his  behalf  with  a  child  of  their  own.  Charming 
girl,  faid  Mr.  Bently,  though  they  merit  every  pu- 
nifhment  for  driving  fuch  a  mind  to  defpair,  I  will 
myfelf  be  the  meffenger  of  your  M'ifhes  and  away 
he  went.  Anna,  in  the  mean  while,  plcafmg  her- 
felf  with  the  happinefs  her  afFeclionate  heart  pre- 
determined to  bellow  on  Mrs.  Dalton.  Mr.  Bently, 
however,  returned  without  her  5  (lie  and  her  huf- 
band  were  both  gone  to  town. 

Mr.  Thornhijl  had  heard  of  his  condu6l  towards 
Anna,  and  fent  him  his  difcharge  from  the  meet- 
ing ;  for  though  he  had  engaged  to  give  him  fifty 
pounds  a  year  for  life,  he  had  the  honour  of  his 
maker  too  firmly  at  heart,  to  fuffer  that  agreement 
to  operate,  as  an  obligation,  to  continue  a  man 
in  a  pulpit,  he  had  endowed,  who  was  proved 
to  a£i  in  oppofition  to  the  divine  tenets  of 
chriftianity. 

Defpairing  now  of  ever  obtaining  any  employ 
about  London,  he  agreed  with  his  wife  to  retire  to 
fome  diftant  part  of  the  world,  where,  with  the 
interefl  of  her  fortune,  and  Mr.  Thornhiirs  aimu- 
ity,  they  might  live,  and  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
any  farther  moleftation  from  Mr.  Mordant  or  his 
niece;  a  farm,  advertifed  to  be  fold  in  Corn- 
wall, was  that  day  their  bufmefs  from  home, 
Mr.  Bently  knew  the  earneftnefs  of  Anna  to  fee 
H  5  tlK 
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the  Daltons  proceeded  from  the  re£litude  of  her 
principles,  and  drawing  a  favourable  omen  from 
theinterefl  he  obferved  her  to  take  in  their  affairs, 
told  her,  if  fhe  was  not  too  much  difappointed  in 
her  expeftation  of  killing  time,  which  he  was 
grieved  to  fee  hunjr  heavy  on  her  hands,  he  would, 
if  (he  would  accept  his  company,  have  a  little  chat 
with  her  himfelf. 

Anna  could  not,  confident  either  with  good  na- 
ture, or  good  maainers,  decline  his  offer,  more 
efpecially  as  the  manner  he  made  it,  feemed  to 
have  a  meaning  beyond  his  words. 

Mrs.  Wellers,  laughing,  faid,  fhe  fuppofed  the 
doflor  and  herfelf  were  to  be  excluded  this  tete  a 
tete.  Oh,  by  no  means,  anfwered  Mr.  Bently  -,  I 
only  mean  to  convince  this  girl  fhe  is  an  ingrate. 
The  wan  cheeks  of  Anna  exhibited  a  faint  blufh 
at  this  accufation  of  a  vice  flie  moft  abhorred, 
though  the  looks  of  her  accufer  fpoke  the  kindefl 
things ;  however,  being  feated,  he  addrefled  her 
iji  a  very  ferious  tone,  charging  her  with  the.  con- 
cealment of  fome  hidden  grief,  which  he  was  cer- 
tain, preyed  on  her  fpirits,  and  if  not  combated 
with  refolution,  would  (he  meant  not  to  alarm  her, 
but  here  plain  dealing  was  abfolutely  neceflary)  ua- 
dermine  her  conflitution,  and  carry  her  in  the, 
prime  of  her  days,  into  eternity.  The  averted 
eye,  and  glow'ing  cheeks  of  Anna,  encouraged  him 
to  proceed. — A\Tiatever  was  the  malady  of  the 
mind,  which  was  of  too  facred  a  nature  for  the 
participation  of  her  friends,  its  confequence.  was 
ingratitude.  Anna  ftarted ;  and  feeing,  in  the  fe- 
rious cafl  of  his  countenance,  he  then  really  meant 
to  reproach  her,  with  tears  and  heart-felt  ^  fighs 
cti>ly.  could  fhe  anfwer.  He  continued  :  you  have 
been,  my  beloved  Anna,  from  the  age  of  three 
years,  to  now,  that  yoa  are  entered  on  your 
tweuty-firfl:,  tlie  peculiar  care  of  heaven  j  behold 

the 
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the  providential  love  of  that  being,  of  whofe 
bleffings  you  are  infenfible,  whofe  gifts  you  fo  lit- 
tle prize;  the  unfortunate  death  of  your  father,  a 
ftranger,  and  unknown,  was  inftantly  fupplied  out 
of  the  very  bofom  of  corrupted  avarice ;  and  then 
you  received  your  education  by  another  miracle, 
fuch  as  a  mind  and  talents  like  yours  deferved.  I 
have  myfelf  known  fome  women,  who  acquitted 
themfelves  with  decency  and  propriety,  in  charac- 
ter of  governeifes  ;  but  your  Mrs.  Manfel,  was  fe- 
lG<D:ed  by  the  hand  of  heaven,  on  purpofe  to  bring 
to  perfection  the  faireft  bloflbm  of  the  creation ; 
through  what  fcenes  of  diftrefs,  perfecution,  and 
temptation,  has  your  life,  and,  what  is  of  far  more 
confequence,  your  honour,  been  preferved  from 
the  verge  of  defpair  ?  you  fee  yourfelf  fafe  in  the 
proteftion  of  relations,  whofe  happinefs  is  center- 
ed in  yours,  of  friends,  who  would  facrifice  any 
worldly  thing  to  contribute  to  your  eafe,  and  who 
exult  in  the  triumph  of  virtue  over  vice;  is  not  then 
your  continued  dejection  ungrateful  to  God,  to 
your  relations,  and  to  your  friends  .''  you  muft  con- 
fefs  it  is,  but  I  have  a  charge  ftill  more  heinous  to 
bring  againft  you. 

Oh  !  fpare  me,  dear  fir ;  I  am  very  culpable, 
very  weak;  but  indeed  I  do  try  to  exert  myfelf,  to 
return,  in  fome  degree,  your  kindnefs,  and  Mrs. 
Wellers  in  particular,  who  was  fo  good  to  me, 
when  I  had  no  other  friend  ;  who  took  up  the 
caufe  of  my  orphan  and  diftrefled  ftate,  when  the 
world  feemed  favagely  fet  againft  it ;  but  fate  is  not 
to  l>e  refifted,  {he  continued  weeping,  I  have  no 
heart  for  happinefs. 

Miftaken  woman ;  it  is  not  only  to  be  refifted, 
but  over<:ome ;  call  forth  the  faculties  of  your  mind, 
employ  them  in  acSts  of  beneficence,  fearch  out  the 
habitations  of  the  wretched,  learn  the  common 
woes  human  nature   is  fubjed   to,    feel   for  the 

anxious 
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anxious  mother,  unable  to  fatlsfy  the  calls  of  hun- 
ger in  her  young  ones,  or  let  the  fighs  of  the  mi- 
ferable  father  move  thee,  who  mourns,  perhaps, 
not  only  the  lofs  of  wealth  in  himfelf,  but  of  ho- 
nour in  his  pofterity  •,  fee  the  deferted  wife,  callous 
to  every  calamity  but  the  cruel  one  that  wounds  her 
bofom,  rending  the  air  with  lamentations  for  the 
lofs  of  her  faithlefs  hufband ;  let  your  pity  light  on 
his  drooping  head,  who  having  hoarded  the  trea- 
fure  of  his  foul  in  one  little  calket,  finds  it  rifled, 
and  all  his  blooming  hopes  for  ever  blafted ;  if,  he 
continued,  you  can  trace  forrows  like  thefe,  and 
fuch,  be  aflured,  there  are  in  every  habitable  fpot ; 
feek  the  haplefs  orphan,  if  indeed  your  imagina- 
tion fickens  at  the  happinefs  in  your  power,  extend 
it  to  them,  for  ends  like  thefe  were  you  endowed 
with  noble  fentiments,  a  feeling  heart,  the  love  of 
virtue,  and  principles  of  juftice ;  for  them  you 
were  born,  and  preferved  amid  fo  many  evils,  and 
thofe  will  laudably  employ  your  mind,  and  banifti 
from  them  the  woes  which  are  potent  only  from 
inactivity. 

Behold  thefe  white  hairs ;  oh,  Anna  !  could  you 
know,  could  you  conceive,  the  forrows  they  cover, 
you  would  wonder,  how  I  have  attained  the  age 
they  fpeak.  Alas  !  alas !  time,  nor  change  of  place, 
nor  circumftances,  can  obliterate  them  from  my 
memory  ;  yet  robbed  in  the  crueleft  manner  of  all 
my  foul  delighted  in,  I  once  gave  myfelf  up  to  def- 
pair ;  defpair  was  a  flow,  a  lingering  period,  to  the 
mifery  I  had  not  patience  to  endure  a  moment. 
I  flew  to  liquor,  to  noify,  mad,  immoral  mirth, 
but  in  vain  was  every  effort ;  the  lofs  of  reafon 
foon  fucceeded  lofs  of  peace  •,  not,  indeed,  till  my 
fortune  became  the  prey  of  the  abandoned  crew, 
with  whom,  in  the  defperation  of  a  burfting 
heart,  I  plunged  into  vices  and  excefles,  my  foul 
abhorred. 

In 
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In  one  of  the  receptacles  for  unhappy  lunatics, 
I  {hould  have  dragged  on  a  miferable  exiftence,  but 
for  the  love  of  a  twin  fifler,  w^ho  married  very 
young,  and  accompanied  her  hufband  to  India  ; 
fhe  returned  a  w^idov^,  and  immenfely  rich ;  en- 
quired me  out,  took  me  to  her  houfe,  and  procur- 
ed me  aJl  the  afliftance  fraternal  love,  with  the  aid 
of  wealth,  could  obtain,  and  I  recovered  to  a  fenfe 
of  my  horrible  fituation. 

I  foon  recolleded  how  my  peace  had  been  mur- 
dered, and  my  patrimony  deftroyed ;  the  anguifh 
of  my  woes  renewed  with  the  idea  of  again  mixing 
in  the  world,  where  my  all  was  loft;  my  dear 
Honoria  forefaw  it  would,  fhe  therefore  propofed 
changing  the  fcene  by  travelling  ;  we  went,  wher- 
ever fancy  led,  France,  Italy,  Spain,  Holland,  and 
Germany,  my  reafon,  blefled  be  God,  fully  re- 
turned, and  my  fifter,  being  feverely  afflicSVed  with 
a  painful  and  lingering  ficknefs,  I  had  the  confo- 
lation  of  being  to  her,  what,  dear  amiable  woman, 
fhe  had  fo  long  been  to  me,  a  foothing  companion 
in  the  hours  of  pain ;  fhe  died  leaving  me  her  heir. 
I  ftill  continued  rambling,  till  at  length,  the  infir- 
mities of  age  began  to  overtake  me,  reft  and  a 
home  became  neceflary  for  a  petulant  old  man ;  I 
returned  to  my  country  not  to  be  known,  for  my 
name  is  not  Bently,  and  here,  in  the  exercifes  of 
benevolence,  I  have  found  the  firft  refpite  from 
grief. 

The  Abbey  which  I  purchafed,  is,  I  believe,  go- 
ipg  to  decay  ;  my  mind  finds  the  beft  employ  in 
rendering  comfortable  the  habitations  of  others ;  fo 
that  what  company,  diflipation,  travel,  or  even 
madnefs,  could  not  effect,  the  extending  comfort 
to  the  affli£ted,  relieving  the  opprefTed,  cherifhing 
the  faint-hearted,  and  feeding  the  hungry,  has 
done ;  it  has  baniflied  felf,  and  while  I  feel  the  for- 

row 
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row  of  others,  I  likewife  participate  in  comforts  1 
am  enabled  to  beftovv. 

Let  us  then,  faid  the  venerable  Enthufiaft,  re- 
folve,  my  Anna,  to  be  happy  ;  chear  thy  gentle 
heai't  by  difpelHng  grief  from  thofe  of  the  lets  for- 
tunate ;  I  have  enough  and  enough,  for  the  pur- 
chafes  of  generous  charity,  not  to  the  clamorous 
beggar,  nor  to  the  hardened  wanderer,  but  to  the 
modefl:  few,  whofe  pride  of  heart,  infpired  by  the 
honed  dignity  of  inward  re6litude,  Ihrinks  from 
the  offered  aim,  will  we  turn  our  eyes.  The  dumb 
forrow  of  thofe  who  recoiled,  with  deep  regret, 
the  better  fate  of  their  earlier  days,  and  who  feel, 
in  the  fad  reverfe,  pangs,  to  which  the  ftarving 
mendicant  is*  a  ftranger,  fhall  fpeak  a  language  we 
will  teach  our  fouls  to  underfland ;  nor  will  we  re- 
fufe  to  hear  the  faultering  voice  of  the  repentant 
iniquity,  while  the  ftill  foft  plaint  of  deferted  in- 
fancy (hall  never  be  heard  but  to  be  relieved.  Sweet 
pi(tl:ure  of  heaven,  wilt  thou  not  leave  thy  bed  of 
ficknefs  ?  wilt  thou  not  exchange  languor  and  me- 
lancholy, for  joys  like  thefe  ? 

Moft  gladly,  deareft,  honoured  Sir,  anfwered 
Anna,  as  foon  as  her  admiration  of  the  re- 
fpecfable  monitor,  her  compaffion  for  his  misfor- 
tunes, and  her  entire  approbation  of  his  fentiment, 
would  fuffer  her.  to  fpeak;  I  feel,  how  very 
much  I  am  to  blame ;  we  will  lofe  no.  time;  I 
am  ready  this  moment  to  enter  on  the  delightful 
talk. 

You  muft  he  well  firft,  faid  h€>  pleafed  at  the 
alacrity,  with  which  his  plan  was  adopted  :  and 
as  a  proof  you  mean  to  be  fo,  you  muft:  now 
retire  to  reft,  and  not  let  the  new  avocation  I  re- 
commend, occupy  your  thoughts  to  the  prejudice 
o£  lleep. 

She,  immediately  complied  with  this  injun<^ion, 
and  retired  for  the  night. 

Neither 
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Neither  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Wallers,  any  more  than 
the  dodor,  had  before  heard  any  part  of  Mr. 
Bently's  hlftory;  his- charity  and  generofity  were 
unbounded,  and  confequcntly  his  riches  fuppofed 
to  be  immcnfe,  but  he  converfed  with  none  of  the 
polite  inhabitants  of  Layton,  except  the  family  at 
the  hill,  and  the  poor  and  laborious,  whofe  in- 
terefts  and  whofe  misfortunes  were  infinitely  below 
the  attention  of  the  quality  of  the  place  :  it  was, 
indeed,  no  great  wonder  they  fhould  not  chufe  to 
have  their  pleafures  interrupted  by  evils  they  had 
already  experienced,  fmce,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, they  had  all  known  in  their  own  original,  the 
ills  of  poverty  and  hard  labour,  which,  as  theychofe 
to  forget,  they  flattered  themfelves  other  people 
would :  not  blefTed  with  underllanding  enough  to 
feel,  it  was  their  prefent  vanity,  not  their  former 
poverty,  that  was  contemptible;  Mr.  Bently  was  a 
man  of  family  and  rank ;  he  had  been  all  his  days 
accuflomed  to  the  manners  of  a  gentleman,  but  he 
neverthelefs  preferred  the  fociety  of  uncultivated 
poverty,  to  that  of  unfeeling  affluence  ;  there  was 
hardly  a  working  pair  in  the  neighbourhood,  with 
whofe  afFiiirs  he  was  not  perfe6i:ly  converfant,  or  a 
child,  who  was  not  his  particular  acquaintance; 
he  had  a  room  at  the  Abbey  full  of  toys  of  differ- 
ent forts,  which  were  conflantly  diflributed,  as  re- 
wards to  his  little  favourites ;  he  could  not  go  two 
ftep.s  without  having  his  advice  afked,  or  his  cha- 
rity excited ;  but  this  mean  turn  expofed  him  to 
the  fcorn  7\nd  derifion  of  his  polite  neighbours, 
who,  after  wondering  and  condemning  till  they 
were  weary,  now  feldom  troubled  themfelves 
about  him. 

His  title,  when  he  bought  the  Abbey,  was 
'Squire ;  it  had  funk  into  plain  Mr.  and  was  now 
got  to  Old  Bently ;  fomething  particular  in  his  cha- 

ra<2ter 
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ra<fter  had  always  appeared,  which  this  voluntary 
account  of  himfelf  explained  greatly  to  his  honour. 
Mrs.  Wellers  was  too  much  affeded,  as  well  as 
himfelf,  to  take  any  notice  of  his  communication, 
farther  than  her  tears  exprefled;  Mr.  Wellers  took 
a  religious  fit;  and  Collet  had  twilled  his  cane 
firing  quite  off,  when,  with  the  falutation  of  the 
evening,  they  parted. 


CHAP.      LXXIV. 


Neiv  Schemes. 

i\  S  foon  as  Anna  was  alone,  fhe  went  over  in 
her  mind,  the  arguments,  as  well  as  hifbory,  of 
her  noble-minded  friend;  (he  acknowledged  the 
juftice  of  his  reprehenfions,  and  anticipated  the 
comforts  of  thofe  amufements  he  feleded  for 
her,  and  fhe  followed  his  advice  in  letting  her 
thoughts  dwell  on  the  felicity  it  was  in  her  power 
to  beflow. 

What  tranfports  had  fhe  hitherto  deprived  her- 
felf  of  enjoying  .?  Mr.  Manfel,  that  dear  friend, 
how  could  ihe  fo  long  forget  the  obligations  fhe 
owed  him  !  oh,  that  her  dear  maternal  friend  was 
living,  to  fhare  her  fortune,  to  guide  her  fteps,  to 
teach  her  fortitude,  and  dire£l  the  wanderings  of 
her  heart.  The  Daltons,  fhe  was  determined, 
fhould  be  happy  •,  Polly  fhould  live  with  her,  and 
Mrs.  Clarke  fhould  never  know  care  j  Mrs.  Melmoth 
ihould  be  convinced  her  favours  were  not  ill  be- 

ftowed; 
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ftowed;  Mr.  Melmoth,  when  he  found,  how 
llri6lly  ihe  had  adhered  to  principles  he  had  at 
firft  implanted  in  her  mind,  would  rejoice;  and 
if  her  fortune  could  do  it,  he  fhould  have  caufe  ; 
it  fhould  be  the  bufinefs  of  her  exiftence  to  do  ho- 
nour to  the  gracious  Being  who,  as  Mr.  Bently 
obferved,  had  fo  miraculoufly  preferved  her  in  the 
firft  inftancc,  and  in  the  next,  by  fuch  various 
and  unforefeen  means,  expanded  her  under- 
ftanding. 

Thofe  refle<£l:ions  kept  her  awake  the  moft  part 
of  the  night,  but  towards  morning  they  had  the  fa- 
lutary  efledl:  of  compofnig  her  mind,  and  flie  fell 
into  a  found  fleep,  from  which  flie  awoke,  ani- 
mated and  refrefhcd. 

Her  reftoration  to  health  and  fpirits,  was  what 
Mr.  Bently  had  very  much  at  heart,  he  was  not 
idle  ;  he  had  (cen  Mrs.  Diilton,  and  found  great 
diiHculty  to  prevail  on  her  to  go  with  her  daughter 
to  the  hill ;  confcious  of  being  in  her  hufband's  fe- 
crct,  though  not  a  partner  in  his  iniquitous  defigns 
of  defrauding  our  heroine,  (he  could  not  believe 
fhe  was  fent  for,  on  any  other  occafion  than  to  re- 
ceive the  juft  reproaches  of  an  injured  perfon,  who 
had  left  their  houfe,  under  the  double  apprehenfi'^n 
of  perfecution  and  imprifonment ;  and  her  mortifi- 
cation at  the  fevere  and  fcornful  look  of  Mrs.  Wel- 
lers,  confirmed  thofe  fears,  notwithftanding  Mr, 
Bently's  encouragement. 

The  moment  Anna  was  apprized  of  her  vifitors, 
inftead  of  ordering  them  up  to  her,  with  the  iifual 
vivacity  of  her  fenfations,  fhe  haftily  went  to  them, 
and  throwing  her  arms  round  Mrs.  Dalton's  neck, 
burfl  into  tears. 

The  poor  woman,  equally  furprized  and  af- 
fected, kept  an  involuntary  filence,  while  Anna, 
in  the  efFufions  of  a  tender  and  grateful  heart,  em- 
braced them  both,  thanked  the  mother  for  every 

maternal 
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maternal  aft  of  kindrxcfs  towards  her,  and  pro-* 
mifed  the  daughter  never  to  forget  their  infant  at- 
tachment. 

Severer  to  Mrs.  Dalton  was  this  unexpefted 
goodnefs,  than  the  reproaches  fhe  expected ;  but 
as  fhe  really  loved  Anna,  the  pleafure  of  feeing  her 
in  fuch  brilliant  circumftances,  gave  additional 
force  to  the  joy  her  promifes  infpired,  and  ilie  pre- 
fently  forgot  all  difagreeable  recolleftion  of  paft 
events ;  flie  repeated  with  the  fame  confidence  and 
as  little  referve  as  flie  would  to  her  own  daughter, 
the  prefent  fituation  and  intention  of  her  hufband, 
on,  whom  no  intreaties  could  prevail  to  accompany 
them  to  the  hill,  a  circumftance  Anna  very  little 
regretted ;  fhe  ventured  to  promife  them  am- 
ple affiftance,.  but  would  not  fettle  the  bounty  (he 
meant  to  extend  to  them,  till  fhe  had  confulted 
Mr.  Bently. 

Mrs.  Dalton  then  produced  the  watch  and  rings 
I  before  mentioned,  and  the  reader  may  imagine 
fhe  v/as  not  a  little  ftruck,  on  obferving,  Ibme  part 
of  the  arms  was  the  fame  with. that  of  Sir  William 
Etlwin's;  flie  indeed  recollefted  young  Mordant's 
being,  treated  with,  great:  kindnefs  by  the  family, 
hut  Ytev&r-  heard,  they  were  related,  which  being 
the  only  way  flie  could  account  for  the  impreflion 
on  her  father's  feal,  left  her  puzzled  but  not  in- 
terefted  ;  the  objeft  no  longer  exided,  that  could 
render  her  confanguinity  with  the  Edwins  of  any 
importance  to  her,  and  as-  not  only  her  peace,  but 
health,  was  dependent  on  her  efforts  to  forget  them, 
fhe  hurried  the  watch  into  her  fecretary,  and  fent 
Mrs.  Dalton  away  happy  and  elated  with  her  re- 
ception. 

She  then  begged  Mr.  Bently  and  Mrs.  Wellers's 
advice  as  to  what  could  be  done  with  propriety  for 
a  family,  who,  it  was  not  enough  to  fay  flie  for- 
gave, fhe  actually  loved:  them  j  humane  and  tender- 
hearted 
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hearted  as  Mrs.  Wellers  was  on  every  other  occar 
fion,  her  love  for  Anna  rendered  her  rather  obdu- 
rate on  this,  hut  as  (he  proteftcd,  her  happinefs 
was  connected  with  theirs,  and  the  generous  Bently 
applauding  her  motive,  fhe  perfifted ;  and  he,  as 
the  firft  proof  of  her  obedience  to  her  adopted  fa- 
ther, infilled  on  her  taking  from  him  a  paper, 
ready  drawn  and  figned,  containing  an  annuity  of 
one  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  Mrs.  Dalton  during 
her  life,  and  to  her  children  at  her  death  -,  he 
would  not  be  refufed,  it  was  his  own  gratification 
he  was  feeking,  and  mull  be  fullered  to  go  on  his 
o\^ni  way. 

I  need  not  fay  this  was  the  road  to  happinefs  in 
the  eftimation  of  the  Daltons,  more  efpecially  as 
with  the  fame  pacquet,  Anna  told  them  her  in- 
tentions of  taking  Polly  to  wait  on  her,  and  in- 
clofed  a  bill  to  equip  her  for  that  purpofe;  Mr. 
lientiv  himfelf  called  on  them,-  and  commended 
their  mtentions  to  remove  out  of  the  reach  of  tho 
tale  which  had  jufl  tranfpired  ;  he  advifed  their 
going  as  foon  as  Mr.  Mordant's  return  fhould  fatis- 
ly  them  any  farther  tellimony  on  Mifs  Manfel's  ac- 
count was  unneceflary. 

Mrs.  Clarke  was  next  difpatched,  her  purfe,  fuf- 
ficiently  furniftied  to  pay  her  rent  and  other  little 
debts,  which  had  long  hung  heavy  on  her  mind  ; 
(he  was  infl:ru£led  to  part  with  her  houfe  and 
bufinefs,  with  all  the  expedition  fhe  could,  and 
Polly  Dalton  joyfully  fupplied  her  place  with 
Anna. 

Thefe  matters,  as  Mr.  Bently  foretold,  by  em- 
ploying her  mind  in  fuch  acceptable  exercifes 
of  generofity,  though  (lie  could  not  but  re- 
member, 

Such  things  v/ere  and  were  moft  dear, 

Icflened  her  attention  to  the  fatal  difappointment 

of 
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of  her  heart.  She  wrote,  as  I  have  faid  to 
Mr.  Manfel,  an  account  of  her  then  fituation, 
which  letter  being  fent  while  that  gentleman  was 
in  town,  could  not  be  received  by  him  till  his  re- 
turn home ;  her  thanks  for  the  feafonable  fupply, 
to  which  (he  attributed  the  faving  her  life,  aftonifti- 
ed  him  j  and  the  account  of  her  leaving  Dalton, 
her  fubfequent  illnefs  and  diflirefs,  affected  him  fo 
much,  that  now  he  knew  where  to  find  her  he 
refolved  on  a  fecond  journey  to  London  ;  when  he 
arrived  at  Mrs.  Clarke's,  her  religion  having  by  the 
late  difcovery,  in  which,  as  flie  foretold,  Ihe  had 
borne  an  active  part,  been  increafed  in  its  fervor, 
(he  was  gone  to  the  tabernacle  with  her  daughter ; 
but  a  fervant  girl,  they,  at  Anna's  defire,  had 
hired,  could  eafily  give  directions  to  one,  who 
was  the  continual  theme  of  her  miftrefs's  conver- 
fation. 

Eager  to  fee  the  dear  girl  he  fo  intirely  loved,  his 
tired  horfe  was  again  mounted ;  it  was  then  near 
nine  o'clock,  and  it  was  paft  eleven  when  he  reach- 
ed the  hill. 

Mrs.  Wellers  had  that  evening  been  enjoying  the 
triumph  of  truth,  by  carrying  Anna  in  Mr.  Bently's 
new  coach  round  the  feveral  houfes  in  the  village, 
on  pretence  of  returning  vifits ;  which,  to  own  the 
truth,  as  ihe  was  pretty  deep  in  arrears,  might  elfc 
have  flill  remained  in  account  againft  her  polite- 
nefs.  At  the  worfhipful  Mr.  Strap's,  fhe  had  the 
fatisfaflion  of  looking  Mifs  Bibbins  into  the  moft 
evident  confufion,  by  aflcing  Anna,  if  (he  had  not 
feen  that  lady  before  ?  and  her  brother  the  beau, 
though  he  fo  well  knew  the  girl  at  the  parfon's  to 
be  a  courtezan  in  high  life,  never  beheld  any  thing 
fo  lovely;  he  was  enchanted  with  her  beauty, 
charmed  with  her  wit,  and  (but  that  was  afide) 
captivated  with  her  fortune,  which  Mrs.  Wellers 
took  care  to  reprefent  large  enough.     Haci  Anna 

been 
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been  fenfible  of  the  obligations  flie  was  under  to 
thofe  ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  probable  flie  might 
have  been  diverted  at  the  (trained  politenefs  which 
was  intended  to  cover  both  envy  and  lliame ;  but 
as,  during  the  time  (he  refided  at  Layton,  her  ob- 
fervations  had  been  confined  by  her  anxiety,  and 
perfectly  innocent  in  all  her  thoughts  and  actions, 
it  was  impoflible  flie  could  fulpeO:  people  ilie  ac- 
tually did  not  know,  could  find  a  fubjed  either  for 
envy,  or  detraction  in  her  •,  Mrs.  Wellers,  how- 
ever, enjoyed  it,  and  was  diverting  her  hufband 
with  the  defcription,  when  ]\Ir.  Tslanfel's  ring  at  fo 
late  an  hour  alarmed  them. 

A  fervant  announced  a  gentleman  inquiring 
for  Mifs  Manfel,  and  before  they  had  time  for 
conjecture  he  was  in  the  room,  and  Anna  at  his 
feet,  from  whence  he  fondly  raifed  her,  and 
prelling  her  to  his  paternal  bofom,  felt  himfelf, 
and  afforded  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wellers  unutterable 
pleafure. 

At  length  the  voluptuous  filence  gave  way  to 
mutual  and  kind  inquiries  after  each  other's 
health ;  Mrs.  Wellers  foon  underftcod  this  was  the 
refpectable  clergyman  of'whcm  Anna  fpoke  with 
fuch  an  affecElionate  warmth ;  her  reception  of  a 
gueft  fo  welcome  to  her  friend,  was  no  lets  friend- 
ly than  polite ;  (lie  would  not  fuffer  them  to  enter 
into  recitals  of  the  paft,  that  night ;  Mr.  Manfel 
would  want  reft,  and  fhe  was  fure  Anna's  would 
be  intirely  broke,  if  they  began  a  repetition  of 
old  grievances;  to-morrow  would  be  quite  time 
enough. 

Early  however,  in  the  morning  they  met. 
Mr.  Manfel's  remonflrances  at  her  unkindnefs  in 
not  returning  to  him,  accompanied  every  painful 
event  flic  then  related  ;  his  lurprize  at  her  account 
of  the  note,  could  only  be  equalled  by  hers,  at  his 
difclaimi«ng  that,  or  any  other  knowledge  of  her 

fituation, 
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fituation,  than  what  Wllkinfon  learnt  from  that 
village ;  the  conjecture  fell  on  Edwin,  as  they 
rightly  concluded  no  other  perfon  would  chufe  to 
part  with  their  money  without,  at  lead,  having 
the  credit  of  it  j  Mr.  Manfel  very  pathetically 
lamented  the  depravity  of  that  young  man,  as 
it  would,  he  knew,  give  great  uneafinefs  to  his 
worthy  parents,  and  indeed  all  his  family ; 
here  was  an  opportunity  to  hear  the  particulars 
of  Herbert's  death,  Anna  could  neither  avail 
herfelf  of,  nor  refift-,  fhe  could  only  ftammer 
out  the  name  of  Herbert;  they  were,  he  faid, 
as  well  as  their  late  calamity  would  admit; 
and  obferving  the  change  in  her  countenance, 
which  he  fuppofed  was  occafioned  by  the  fa- 
tal cataftrophe  of  Mr.  Herbert,  haftily  chang- 
ed the  fubje£l  to  that  of  her  quitting  the 
Edwins ;  he  told  her  he  had  refolved  not  to 
return  without  her,  and  to  take  Melmoth  lodge 
in  their  way,  in  order  to  know  on  what 
pretence  her  charafter  had  been  fo  infamoully 
afperfed ;  that  now  her  affairs  wore  fo  much 
more  pleafmg  an  afpe61:,  it  was  ftill  more  necef- 
fary  to  clear  her  fame,  and  as  fhe  thought  it  pro- 
per to  wait  her  uncle's  return,  he  would  himfelf 
undertake  that  matter. 
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CHAP.      LXXV. 

A  tieiv  Dtfcovery. 

'^^'  HILE  they  were  converfing  with  the  real 
f^itisfad^ion  which  ever  attends  the  meeting  of  true 
friends,  a  very  loud  ring  occafioned  Anna  to  look 
towards  the  gate,  when  (lie  was  in  the  utmofl 
aftonifhment  to  fee  a  pod  coach  and  four,  with  a 
numerous  fuit  of  attendants,  in  Sir  William  Edwin's 
livery. 

Mrs.  Wellers  and  the  whole  family  were  in  a 
buftle,  while  Anna  looked  with  filent  curiofity  tx) 
fee  who  would  alight  from  the  well-known  car- 
riage ;  her  own  ideas  being,  that  it  was  fome  new 
contrivance  of  Mr.  Edwin  ;  but  flie  was  convinced 
of  her  miftake  by  the  fight  of  her  uncle,  handing 
out  Lady  Edwin  •,  flie  was  confidering  what  par- 
ticular end  this  vifit  was  to  anfwer  •,  and  when  tliey 
entered  the  room,  Anna  ran  to  her  uncle,  who  in- 
itantly  prefented  her  to  Lady  Cecilia  as  her  niece  ; 
unable  to  account  for  fo  unexpected  an  aft,  fhe 
looked  almoft  incredulous.  Well,  my  deareft  girl, 
faid  that  lady,  embracing  her,  may  you  doubt 
what  you  hear,  unkhid  and  unjufl  as  I  have 
been  to  the  child  of  my  only  brother  !  but  my 
love,  by  a  natural  inflinft  was  drawn  to  you,  and 
when  every  art  was  tried  to  change  my  fentiments, 
ftill  tlie  impulfe  of  my  nature  was  ftrongly  in  your 
favour ;  and  my  pride  will  be  gratified,  in  refign- 
ing  your  eftate  to  one,  who  promifes  fo  well  to  fup- 
port  the  honour  of  our  family. 

Ah, 
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Ah,  madam,  anfwered  (he,  if  this  be  true,  if 
it  is  no  allufion  of  my  fenfes,  if  indeed  I  have  the 
honour  of  being  related  to  you,  talk  not  of  making 
your  acknowledgment  to  me,  by  any  kind  of  re- 
fignation  ;  I  fhall  be  fufficiently  rich  in  your  love, 
and  happy  in  your  protection  !  My  ever  honoured 
patronefs,  fhe  continued,  throwing  herfelf  at  her 
feet,  permit  me  to  add  to,  but  never  believe  me  capa- 
ble of  taking  from  your  enjoyments  of  any  kind. 

Oh,  Mr.  Mordant,  cried  lady  Edwin,  how  could 
I  ever  fuffer  my  judgment  to  be  fo  impofed  on  by 
the  prejudices  of  wicked  inventions,  againft  this 
amiable  creature  !  Rife,  my  love,  faid  fhe  to  Anna, 
this  pofture  ill  becomes  Lady  Anna  Trevanion  ; 
your  dear  father,  at  the  time  he  breathed  hislaft  at 
a  paltry  lodging,  was  actually  Earl  of  Trevanion, 
with  nothing  wanting  but  his  own  claim  to  put  him 
in  pofleflion  of  his  family  eftate  ;  it  is  indifputably 
now  your's  ;  you  will  not  receive  your  right  with 
half  the  pleafure  with  which  I  fhall  refign  it  ;  the 
houfe  of  Trevanion  is  rich  in  all  its  branches  ;  my 
fortune  is  large  enough  to  anfwer  amply  every 
claim  of  my  children ;  there  is  the  copy  of  your 
grandfather's  will,  do  you  retire  and  perufe  it  *,  I 
have,  to  prevent  your  teazing  yourfelf  with  forms 
and  old  legacies,  marked  the  paiTage  which  relates 
to  my  dear  brother  ;  in  the  mean  while  I  will  beg 
of  this  lady  a  difh  of  chocolate. 

Anna  obeyed  her  aunt,  leaving  Mrs.  Wellers  not 
a  little  pleafed  with  her  guefls  •,  the  paflage  alluded 
to,  fhe  found  as  follows  : 

"  And  as,  from  an  unfortunate  attachment  of 
my  fon  Hugh  Trevanion,  and,  in  confequence  of 
my  difpleafure  thereon,  he  has  withdrawn  himfelf 
out  of  my  knowledge,  and  if  living,  keeps  himfelf 
concealed  from  his  family,  in  fear  of  being  again 
treated  with  a  rigour  I  condemn  myfelf  for  ;  it  is 
my  true  will  and  meaning,  if  my  aforefaid  fon 

Hugh 
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HughTrevanlon,  or  his  lawful  heirs,  fliall  perfo- 
nally  appear  to  make  good  their  claims  as  heretofore 
recited,  then  my  eftates  and  all  the  hereditaments 
thereunto  belonging,  fliall  be  immediately  relin- 
quiflied  by  my  daughter  aforefaid,  her  heirs,  &c. 
&c.  whether  covert  or  fold  ;  and  that  Hie  or  they 
fhall  be  intitled  to  the  fixty  thoufiuid  pounds  before 
mentioned,  together  with  the  manfion-houfe  and 
eftate  called  DennisPlace,  left  to  my  late  lady  by  her 
mother  lady  Blanch  Dennis ;  provided  neverthelefs, 
that  at  wdiatever  time  fuch  claims  be  made,  my 
<laughter  be  indemnified  for  all  rents,  fines,  and  all 
other  monies,  the  produce  of  my  eflate,  which  flie 
may  receive  before  fuch  claimant  Avail  appear  ;  and 
as  I  write  this  will  with  my  own  hand,  withoyt 
confulting  or  advifmp  with  an  attorney  of  any  de- 
fcription,  I  advife  and  requeft  my  children  to  follow 
my  example  ;  and  if  neither  my  fon  Hugh,  nor 
his  heirs,  fhould  appear  to  claim  my  eftate  within 
twenty-one  years  after  my  death,  then  I  give  and 
bequeath  the  whole  of  my  eftate  and  fortune  before 
recited  to  my  daughter,   &c.  &c- 

This  extradit  from  the  old  Earl's  will,  elucidated 
the  remaining  myftery  of  her  family,  and  much 
more  than  gratified  all  her  wifties  on  that  head  j 
{he  carried  with  her,  on  her  return  into  the  br^ak- 
faft  room,  the  watch  and  rings  ;  had  there  needed 
farther  confirmation,  thofe  would  have  been  fuifi- 
cient  ;  the  family  arms,  which  had  ftruck  her  as 
refembling  the  Edwin's,  were  the  Trevanion  quar- 
tering, and  the  rings  ancient  mourning  ones  of  their 
great  grandfather  Dennis,  and  immediately  known 
by  lady  Edwin  -,  the  hair  was  her  mother's,  aiid 
the  hand-writing  unqueftionably  her  father's.  Mr. 
Bently  foon  after  appeared  ;  he  enjoyed  the  dignity 
of  his  young  friend  with  fome  alloy  ;  he  could  not, 
he  faid,  think  of  drawing  fo  largely  on  lady  Ann^ 
Trevanion  for  happinefs,  as  he  could  on  his  Anna 

Vol.  II.  I  ManfeU 
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Manfel ;  but  he  could  tell  her,  he  would  not  give 
her  up  ;  he  had  already  entered  into  league  with 
Mr.  Manfel;  you  cannot,!  think,  do  better,  faid  Mr. 
Mordant ;  Ibme  ncceflary  forms,  notwithftanding 
the  Earl's  injunctions,  muft  be  gone  through  ;  my 
niece  not  being  of  age,  ffiewill  beconie  a  ward  of 
Chancery  till  that  period,  and  guardians  mufl  be 
appointed  for  her  minority  ;  I  have  indifpenfable 
reafons  for  returning  to  Jamaica,  and  Sir  William 
Edwin  thinks  they  ought  not  to  be  chofen  out  of  her 
own  family,  fo  that  I  think  you  will  be  the  moft 
unobje£l  ion  able  to  her  friends,  and  the  moft  accept- 
able to  my  niece  for  that  office  ;  as  far  as  I  am 
confulted,  I  fliall,  I  affure  you,  be  very  nice  for 
her  ;  few  men  can  deferve,  though  the  inftant  fhe 
is  announced  heirefs  to  the  Earl  of  Trevanion,  ma- 
ny will  afpire  to  her. 

A  darting  tear  would  now  find  its  way  from  the 
downcaft  eye  of  the  young  heirefs,  while  Mr. 
Bently  and  Mr.  Manfel  were  acknowledging  the 
high  honour  conferred  on  them  in  the  lovely 
ward  intrufted  to  their  care  ;  the  latter  faid  he 
fliould  begin  his  office,  with  the  journey  they 
had  agreed  on  -,  begin  !  my  dear  fir,  anfwered  fhe ; 
your  guardianfliip,  in  the  mod  valuable  fenfe,  has 
long  been  begun,  I  pray  to  God  I  may  not  live  to 
"fee  it  end. 

The  chocolate  removed,  Lady  Edv/in  told  her 
{he  was  going  to  town,  from  whence  fhe  did  not 
mean  to  return  till  every  flep  was  taken  to  fettle  her 
beyond  a  polTibility  of  interruption  in  the  pofleflion 
of  her  ellate  ;  we  have  concluded,  continued  (he, 
that  fome  altercations  may  poflibly  arife  in  our  own 
family,  not  pleafing  or  neceflary,  for  you  to  be 
troubled  with  ;  if,  therefore,  this  good  lady  can 
make  it  convenient,  and  you  are  happy  here,  we 
think  you  had  better  continue  till  you  can  be  pro- 
f)erly  fixed,  either  with  fome  of  your  relations,  or 
in  a  houfe  of  your  own. 

Mr.  Mordant 
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Mr.  Mordant  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  ilie 
was  fo  near  being  of  age,  if  fome  prudent  well-bred 
perfon  could  be  fixed  on,  to  be  both  chaprone  and 
companion,  her  houfe  fliould  be  eftabliflied  as  foon 
as  pofTible.  The  condu6i:  of  young  Edwin  was  his 
private  reafon  for  wifliing  to  place  her  out  of  that 
family,  and  any  other  proper  one  was  not  eafdy  to 
be  found. 

Lady  Edwin,  perhaps  for  the  fame  reafon,  did 
not  oppofe  Mr.  Mordant's  opinion  ;  it  was  agreed, 
he  fliould  look  out  for  a  houfe,  and  Mrs.  Wellers 
kindly  offered  to  fpend  the  winter  with  her  in  town; 
t\m  point  fettled,  they  parted,  her  uncle  and  aunt 
to  town,  the  latter  leaving  her  footman  to  wait  on 
her  niece,  the  former  engaging  to  correfpond  with 
Mr.  Bendy,  who  would  not  leave  his  ward  ;  Man- 
fel  fet  out  on  his  journey  to  Meimoth  Lodge  the 
fame  day. 

In  the  intermediate  time,  Mrs.  Wellcrs  endea- 
voured to  chafe  from  the  thoughtful  brow  of  Anna, 
ihe  gloom  which  too  often  clouded  her  charming 
face,  by  tempting  her  to  n^ake  frequent  excurfions 
to  town,  to  purchafe  cloaths,  and  other  appenda- 
ges requifite  to  her  approaching  entrance  into  the 
great  world. 

Mr.  Mordant  the  fecond  day  after  his  departure, 
fent  to  requeft  they  would  give  their  approbation  of 
a  houfe  he  had  feen  in  St.  James's  Square,  which, 
as  they  were  extremely  pleafed  with  it,  he  purchafcd, 
and  accounted  for  Lady  Edwin's  fdence,  as  he  faid 
he  knew  fome  difagreeable  occurrences  had  hap- 
pened in  the  family,  which  intirely  took  up  her  at- 
tention, and  advifed  his  niece,  for  the  prefent,  to 
avoid  going  to  Grofvenor  Square. 

A  few  weeks  paffed  in  preparations  for  her  re- 
ception at  her  own  houfe,  and  in  the  mean  while 
the  letters  which  follow  were  received  at  Lay  ton. 

la  CHAP. 
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C     H     A     P.      LXXVI. 

Cor  refpon  dents* 

"  To  Robert  Bently,    Esq. 
"S  I  R, 

"1  HAVE  deferred  writing  from  day  to  day, 
"  cxpefting  to  be  able  to  tell  you  of  the  formal  re- 
"  nunciation,  Lady  Edwin  infilled  on  from  her 
"  children  of  the  Trevanion  eflate  ;  Mr.  Edwin, 
*^  as  well  as  his  filler,  refufi ng  to  gratify  her  ;  in- 
"  deed  were  it  not  for  the  lovely  Anna,  the  long- 
"  boafted  dignity  of  that  antient  family  would 
"  wear  a  very  unfavourable  afpe6l  ;  Mr.  Edwin 
*'  has,  in  lefs  than  twelve  months,  run  out  forty 
'*  thoufand  pounds,  mofl  part  at  the  gaming-table  j 
*'  and  his  lady,  I  am  forry  to  fav,  has  not  been 
*'  more  careful  of  her  chara<£ler,  than  he  of  his 
**  money,  and  is  iikewife  extravagance  and  folly  it- 
**  felf.  Mifs  Edwin  is  removed  to  her  father's  houfe; 
"  a  man,  who  calls  himfelf  a  colonel  in  the  Ruffian 
**  fervice,  had  publicly  addrefied  her,  but  finding 
"  the  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  to  which  the  younger 
"  child  or  children  were  intitled  by  her  mother's 
"  marriage  fettlement,  was  or  conditio,;  only  of 
**  the  Trevanion  eftate  not  being  claiiiK\l,  aban- 
"  doiied  his  conquefl,  and  has,  to  her  infinite 
''  jnortificari on,  left  the  kingdom  ;  they  are  now, 
"  I  believe,  concluding  a  match  for  her  in  their 
*    owafariiy.     Lady  Edwin  choofes  to  fay  little, 

"  but 
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^^  but  T  can  perceive  fhe  Is  extremely  afFecfled. 
**  Mr.  Edwin  and  bis  lady  are  tbe  moft  fafliionable 
**  pair  in  London.  I  fliall  not  lofe  a  moment  in 
''  my  dear  niece^s  aflRiirs  ;  ber  boufe  will  be  very 
**  foon  ready  for  ber  reception,  as  will  ours  for 
**  us  •,  it  is  in  tbe  firft  adjoining  (Ireet.  The  damafk 
'*  you  fent  is  fuperb,  and  tbe  glades  eftecmed  tbe 
**  mod  elegant  in  tbe  kingdom.  Lady  Edwin, 
'*  witb  ber  two  daughters,  palTmg  by  tbis  morning, 
*'  I  alked  ber  to  look  in  ;  INIrs.  Edwin  and  Cecilia 
'*  followed,  but  never  did  aftoniibment  put  on  fo 
'^  unamiable  an  appearance  ;  tbe  things  were  only 
"  too  rich  and  too  elegant  for  aDucbefs;  when  I  told 
"  tbem  of  yourprefents,  they  fet  you  down  as  tbe 
"  intended  lover  of  tbe  young  beirefs,  and  un- 
*'  gracioufly  flounced  off. 

"  So  you  fee,  Sir,  if  there  bad  been  a  pofTibility 
**  of  difputing  my  niece's  right,  it  would  have 
"  been  done.  How  lucky  it  is  the  difcovcry  was 
**  made  in  Lady  Edwin's  life-time. 

**  I  trouble  you,  Sir,  witb  my  befl  affe^iions 
**  to  my  dear  niece,  and  compliments  to  Mrs. 
"  Wellas 

'*  Yours,  &c.  &c. 

"  J.  Mordant.'* 


"  To  Lady  Anna  Trevanion. 


**  MV  D£A|IEST  Waro, 

'*  THE  eager  dtCire  of  vindicating  ydur  charac- 
ter, carried  me,  infeftfible  of  fatigue,  to  Mel- 
moth  Lodge  on  the  eve  of  the  Iccond  day  alter  I 
departed  witb  you  ;  but  on  cnterin^^  the  ave- 
nue, I  was  ftruck   by  the  entire  change  of  the 

"  appearance 
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■  appearance  of  every  thing  about  the  houie.;  the 
grafs  was  growing  over  the  court  yard  ;  the  locks 

'  of  the  gate  {o  ruily,  that  it  was  impolilble  to 
open  them  for  the  admilFxon  of  my  chaife  ;  a 
clean  old  woman  informed  me,  the  'fquire  was 
abroad  with  his  lady  and  family  ;  where  he  had 
been  live  years  ;  I  then  returned  to  the  inn, 
very  much  regretting  the  impetuofity  of  my  na- 
ture, which  the  eucrts  of  renfcn  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  conc^fl ;  for  had  it  not  been  for  that 
characSleriftic  of  our  country,  I  might  have  learnt, 
by  inquiring  in  London,  a  journey  here  would 
be  fruitlefs  ;  however,  as  I  have  the  opportunity 
of  the  poll  to  write,  what  a  fudden  attack  of  the 
gout  v/ill  for  fome  days,  at  lead,  put  it  out  of 
my  power  to  tell  you  of  the  family  in  which  you 
fpent  your  early  years,  I  make  ufe  of  it. 
"  The  landlady  of  the  inn,  where  I  now  am,  im- 
mediately recollefled  me,  and  informed  me  her 
name  is  Steward  ;  that  flie  lived  firft  nurfcry 
maid  to  you,  and  after  in  the  fame  capacity  to 
Mrs.  Melmoth's  children  j  (he  perfectly  remem- 
bered your  departure  from  the  Lodge,  and  faid 
fome  difputes  occafioned  Colonel  Gorget  to  leave 
it  the  fame  evening,  and  very  foon  the  French 
governefs  was  likewife  difcharged  ;  fhe  faid  that 
Mrs.  Melmoth's  beft  point  and  Mechlin  ruffles 
being  milled  immediately  after  your  departure, 
Pv'Iadmf.  Frajan  had  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  Mrs. 
Melmoth  you  was  the  thief,  and  Mrs.  Afhby's 
family  not  only  credited  but  patronized  her  at 
the  defire  of  the  Colonel  ;  that  the  fquire  never 
would  belie^^e  it,  though,  as  he  was  at  that  time 
trying  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  the  Colonel,  he  did 
not  publicly  fay  fo  at  firft,  but  finding  him  not 
again  to  be  won  to  his  intereft,  he  made  no  fcru- 
ple  of  charging  him  with  meanly  plotting  with 
the  French  woman  to  ruin  an  innocent  girl,  and 

«  that 
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**  that  foon  after  he  fold  off  all  his  fiock  here,  put 
**  the  ellate  to  nurfe,  and  retired  to  France,  or  fome 
'*  foreign  country  ;  for  her  part,  being  engaged  to 
"  her  prefenthulband,  where,  as  coachman  to  Mr. 
**  Melmoth  they  chofe  to  have  a  being  of  their  own, 
*'  and  have  kept  this  little  inn  fince  that  time.  She 
"  fays  Mrs.  Mclmotirs  family  is  increafed  fince 
''  they  have  been  abroad.  When  I  told  this  good 
*'  creature,  which  in  the  pride  of  my  heart  I  did, 
'*  your  prefcnt  fituation,  fhe  was  joyful  indeed. 
**  You,  my  dear  Anna,  (you  have  conimanded 
'^  me  ftill  to  addrefs  you  by  this  epithet,)  will  not,  I 
**  truft,  be  the  only  perfon  who  feels  happinefs 
**  at  fuch  a  chain  of  providential  difcoveries.  I 
"  pray  to  God,  I  may  not  in  mine  forget,  what  as 
"  a  fervant  of  the  moft  high,  becomes  my  dear 
"  child,  your  affediionate, 

"  and  devoted, 

"  David  Mansel." 


Thefe  letters   were  followed  by  one  from  Lady 
Edwin,  which  I  likewife  tranfcribe. 


"  My  Dear  Niece, 

"  MY  filence,  and  not  feeing  you  at  your  good 
"  Mrs.  Wellers',  mult,  I  fear,  have  given  you  rea- 
"  fon  to  doubt  the  Vv^arm  affeftion  I  am  proud  of 
**  bearing  you  ;  my  family,  my  dear,  is  wholly 
"  divided  ;  no  unity,  no  peace,  and  lefs  affedtion 
**  fubfifts  among  us.  My  fon,  who  is  endowed 
**  with  talents  to  render  him  an  ornament  to  his 
"  country,  devotes  his  fortune  to  fharpers,  and  his 

**   inclinations 
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'*  inclinations  to  the  moil  abandoned  part  of  the 
'^  creation. 

"  Mrs.  Edwin,  if  (he  has  preferved  her  honour, 
"  has  been  fo  exceedingly  carelefs  of  her  reputa- 
"  tion,  that  fhie  lias  no  admittance  in  the  circles 
"  \v]-^ere  I  can  have  a  chance  of  feeing  her ;  and 
*^  Die  has  not  thought  it  neceflary  to  pay  me  more 
"  than  one  vifit. 

"  Cecilia  ;  oh,  Anna  !  I  mull  fay  nothing  of  her ; 
'•  h^d  it  not  been  difcovered,  that  the  independency 
^^  my  fettlement  gave  her,  in  cafe  you  had  been  fo 
*'  happily  in  exiftence,  was  now  of  no  effetl,  ilie 
"  v/ould  have  been  by  this  time  wife  to  an  Irifli 
*^  fortune  hunter,  of  neither  birth,  family,  or  cha- 
"  fa£ler.  He  was  introduced  by  a  perfon  who, 
**  they  fay,  is  a  foreign  nobleman,  but  whofe  choice 
^*  of  an  aflbciate  renders  his  own  character  doubt- 
'^  ful  ;  we  have  removed  her  from  her  brother's, 
"  but  we  have  fo  little  weight  with,  or  authority 
"  over  her,  that  as  we  could  not  prevail  on  her  to 
"  pay  you  proper  refpecl,  and  we  chofe  not  to 
"  truft  her  out  of  our  own  prote£lion,  we  could 
**  not,  with  propriety,  give  you  the  invitation  we 
**  Jonged  to  do. 

"  Mr.  Mordant  is  indefatigable  about  your 
"  houfe  ;  my  fifter  Herbert,  and  her  meek  Patty, 
•*  w^ill  foon  be  in  town  j  to  her,  and  her  only,  dare 
"  I  now  confign  my  daughter.  The  counfel  go  on 
"  with  your  affairs,  as  they  fay,  very  faft  ;  but 
*'  their  expedition  does  not  keep  pace  with  my 
'*  wiihes  *,  I  long  to  fee  you  in  poffeflion  of  your 
"  right,  and  your  uncle  declares,  he  has  a  capital 
"  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  to  pay  you. 

^*  Receive  my  congratulations,  my  dear,  and 
**  be  affured,  I  am  thankful  to  heaven  that  the  ho- 
**  nour  and  virtues  of  my  ancellors  are  adorned  by 
I*,  fiach   a    reprefentative.      Sir   William   joins  in 

"  every 
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'^  every  kind    remembrance.      Your   afFedionate 
*«  Aunt, 

"  Cecilia  Edwin." 


By  this  letter  Anna  was  informed  of  the  lenti- 
ments  of  the  young  Edwins  towards  her,  and  as 
flie  had  no  wifli  to  exult  at  Cecilia's  expence  on  the 
change  of  her  fortune,  {lie  coincided  with  her 
Aunt's  opinion,  that  it  wps  mofl  eligible  to  (lay 
where  flie  was,  till  her  own  houfc  was  ready. 

Mean  while  the  preparations  for  herfplendid  en- 
tree  into  life  filled  the  village  with  its  luftre  ;  but 
the  cafe  was  now  different ;  that  affected  look  of 
modedy,  which  was  fo  vifibly  a  mark  of  the  un- 
daunteil  front  of  immorality,  was  changed  into  the 
fwceteO:  delicacy  ;  her  fiice  which  adoniflied  the 
women  how  any  man  could  like,  became  the  beau- 
tiful index  of  an  accomplillied  mind  ;  and  thofe  la- 
dies whofe  misfortune  it  was  they  could  not  walk 
without  having  their  delicacy  ihocked  by  the  fight 
of  a  young  woman,  (who,  if  flie  had  been  all  their 
candour  fufpccled,  certainly  wilfully  offended  no- 
body,) now  had  a  fuflicient  caufe  for  exultation  if 
they  pafPed  in  the  way  of  the  flightefl:  civility  from 
lady  Anna  Trevanion. 

Alike  amiable  in  profperity  or  adverfity,  was 
our  heroine  ;  but  grievous  as  the  obfervation  is,  it 
IS  neverthelefs  true,  with  the  fame  fentiment,  per- 
ion  and  manners,  Ihe,  who  was  in  poverty  and  de- 
pendence, charged  with  almoft  every  vice,  and  un- 
fit for  fociety,  became  an  example  t6  the  women 
and  the  admiration  of  the  men. 

Mr.  Mordant  having  compleated  her  houfe,  and 
prepared  every  thing  for  her  reception,  came  down 
in  her  own  coach,  with  the  beirefs  lozenge,  to  fetch 
her;  before  they  left  the  hill,  he  defired  to  have 
frtme  private  converfation  with  his  niece. 

I  ^  CHAP. 
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CHAP.        LXXVII. 


The  Britiftj  Merchant. 

W 

>  V  HEN  Mr.  Mordant  and  Anna  were  alone, 

he  exprefTed  his  happinefs  of  having  his  wilhes  ac- 
complifhed,  in  leaving  her  in  pofielFion  of  her  right ; 
I  have,  my  dear,  faid  he,  a  large  fum  to  account 
with  you  for  ;  and  perceiving  in  the  countenance  of 
his  niece,  ever  (trongly  expreflive  of  the  emotions 
of  her  mind,  a  repugnance  to  hear  of  her  having 
any  claims  on  him,  aftedlionately  putting  his  hand 
on  her  mouth,  "  I  muft  flop,  my  dear,"  faid  he, 
'*  thofe  effufions  of  a  noble  heart  ;  although  not  a 
Trevanion,  I  am  a  proud  Briton  ;  Lady  Cecilia 
Edwin  cannot  be  more  anxious  to  preferve  the  ho- 
nour of  her  noble  blood,  more  tenacious  of  its  dig- 
nity, or  value  it  higher,  than  I  do  the  title  of  a  Bri- 
tifh  Merchant.  Inflexible  integrity,  induftry  with- 
out parfimony,  hofpitality  without  extravagance,  a 
noble  confidence  in  the  fpirit  of  commerce,  and 
above  all,  re£l:itude  of  heart  and  probity  in  dealings, 
are  the  marks  which  always  fhould,  and  in  general 
do,  diftinguifli  our  refpe6i:able  body. 

"  You,  Lady  Anna^  are  nobly  defcended  on  your 
father's  fide  •,  your  mother's  v/ill  not  difgrace  you  ; 
you  muft  not  affront  a  merchant  by  interrupting 
him  in  an  ad  of  common  honefty  ;  the  money  is 
your  juft  right ;  I  am  too  rich  and  too  proud  to  ac- 
cept the  property  of  another  ;  the  uprightnefs  of 
my  dealings  have  rendered  them  profperous.     My 

fon." he  paufed — and  looking  in  the  blufhing 

face 
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face  of  Anna,  — "  I  fee  you  anticipate  v/hat  I  am 
going  to  fay,  but  it  is  neceilary  you  fliould  know 
why  he  has  left  the  kingdom  without  feeing  you." 

"  Good  heavens,  is  my  coufm  then  gone  !"  ex- 
claimed Anna. 

INIr.  iMordant  proceeded — "  when  firft  at  Sir 
William  Edwin's,  his  young  and  guilelefs  heart 
became  enamoured  of  you,  and  made  propoflils  to 
marry  and  take  you  to  Jamaica  with  him,  he 
but  made  ufe  of  the  privilege  he  received  from 
me,  to  chufe  for  himfelf  previous  to  his  leaving 
England;  I  laid  no  reflrid^ions  on  him,  but  with 
refpeft  to  the  chara6ler  and  education  of  the 
objeil:  of  his  choice  ;  my  correfpondent  here  had 
indeed  direcElions  to  be  particular  on  that  head  ; 
but  in  point  of  fettlement,  I  gave  them  their  own 
latitude  according  to  the  merit  of  the  lady.  Rejeft- 
ed  by  you  on  his  return  home,  when  I  met 
him  at  the  Madeiras,  I  found  his  heart  dill  opprefTed 
with  the  weight  of  his  firft  difappointment ;  fondly 
anxious  for  his  happinefs,  and  hearing  the  depend- 
ent fituation  of  the  perfon  he  loved,  I  flattered  my- 
felf,  I  might  yet  prevail  on  her  to  confent  to  the 
happinefs  of  a  youth,  who,  in  my  partial  eye,  de- 
ferved  every  thing  ;  it  was  long  fince  I  had  em- 
braced my  boy ;  and  as  I  could  not  prevail  upon 
myfelf  to  part  with  him  fo  foon  as  the  diflerent  voy- 
ages we  were  engaged  in  required,  I  brought  him 
back,  fully  determined  to  omit  nothing  on  my  part 
that  could  contribute  to  his  peace. 

"  The  difcovery  of  your  rank  was  a  fatal  blow  to 
our  plan  ;  fanguine,  as  youth  generally  are,  he 
foolifldy  flattered  himfelf  with  the  contrary  ;  he 
hoped — but  why  do  I  repeat  what  was  an  infulton 
the  charaO:er  of  his  father — which  nothing  but  the 
violence  of  his  pafTion  and  want  of  experience  can 
palliate  or  excufe  ;  his  attachment,  his  love,  in- 
creafing  too  rapidly  for  prudence  or  reafon  to  guide, 

I  have 
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J  have  fent  him  av/ay  ;  I  felt  his  forrow — but  time 
will  meliorate  the  tranfports  of  youth  and  paflion, 
and  he  will  yet  thank  his  father  for  not  taking  the 
advantage  of — fituation,  to  be  a  villain." 

The  admiration  of  Anna  equalled  her  gratitude  ! 
thofe  fentiments  fo  nobly  confident  with  the  cha- 
raf^er  he  had  before  drawn,  and  chofe  actions  of 
probity  and  honour,  filled  her  with  painful  pleafure, 
which  deprived  her  of  fpeech — he  went  on 

"  If,  when  his  offers  were  of  importance  to  your 
fubfiftence,  you  could  with  firmnefs  reject  them, 
was  it  likely  they  fhould  now  be  accepted  .'' 
Yes,  Anna,  dear  amiable  girl,  image  of  thy  be- 
loved mother,  I  know  thy  foul  ;  a  falfe  fcnfe  of 
honour,  the  facred  impulfe  of  gratitude,  would 
have  induced  you  to  give  happinefs,  when,  for 
want  of  a  parity  of  inclination,  you  could  not  have 
received  it  *,  I  fhould  have  been  difgraced  in  my 
fon's  advancement,  and  miferable  in  the  reproaches 
of  my  ov/n  heart. 

^  Pardon  me,  Anna,  for  thus  affecting  you  ; 
fome  apology  for  your  coufin  was  neceffary,  and 
none  fo  proper  for  the  occafi©n,  or  fo  agreeable  to 
my  principles  as  truth  ;  you  h^ve  now  my  indifpen- 
fable  reafons  for  returning  foon  to  Jamaica,  although 
my  ultimate  wiOi  is  to  fettle  in  my  native  country  ; 
but  the  time  when,  depends  on  two  things — my 
Ton's  peace — and  your  marriage.  Perhaps,  faid  he, 
fmiling,  that  consideration  may  be  of  fome  fervice 
to  the  happy  man  of  your  choice,  whofe  being  fo, 
will  be  to  me  his  higheft  recommendation. 

"  Mr.  Bently  is  your  warm  friend ;  he  is  the 
noblefl  work  of  heaven,  an  honeft  man  •,  confult 
him  on  points  of  judgment,  and  let  your  aunt  be 
your  guide  in  point  of  family  ;  her  pride  has  a  lau- 
dable foundation.  It  is  neceffary  for  the  good  of 
the  commonwealth  that  fubordination  fhould  be 
kept  Kp ;  (here  may  be  fome  exceptions  ;  but  there 

IS 
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is  in  general  that  in  noble  blood  which  commands 
rerpe61:,  and  thofe  marriages  are  moft  happy  that 
are  neareft  equality.  As  to  wealth,  you  have 
enough  for  both  i"  and  then  tenderly  embracing 
her,  he  left  her  to  prepare  for  their  little  journey. 

Mrs.  Wellers,  on  entering,  found  Anna  in  tears, 
and  inquired  with  great  anxiety  the  caufe,  which 
our  heroine  repeated  with  a  mixture  of  delight  and 
afle^lion  ;  and  both  ladies  did  ample  juilicc  to  the 
principle  of  the  Britifli  Merchant. 


CHAP.       Lxxvm. 

A  Fa/hi onahle  Entree. 


•J- 


1  H  E  time  was  now  arrived  when  Anna  was  to 
be  introduced  into  what  is  called  life  ;  fenfible, 
accompliflied,  beautiful,  rich  and  nobly  born,  was  it 
poffible  (he  could  be  lefs  than  the  rage  ?  Her  jewels 
were  fuperb,  her  houfe  elegant,  equipage  fplendid, 
and  furniture  in  the  higheft  tafte  j  in  her  domef-- 
tic  eflablifliment,  happinefs  and  decorum  were  more 
confulted  than  fliew  or  grandeur,  although  there 
appeared  no  deficiency  in  the  latter.  IMrs.  Wellers 
was  fo  obliging  as  to  make  her  home  with  her ; 
Mrs.  Clarke  was  her  houfekeeper,  whofe  daughter 
flie  permitted  to  live  as  affiftant  to  her  mother  ; 
Polly  Dalton  was  her  woman,  and  her  other  do- 
meftics  were  fober  and  orderly. 

Sir  William  and  Lady  Edwin  went  to  her  houfe 
the  moment  {he  arrived  ;  his  honed  difinterefted 
foul  felt  not  a  thought  of  difpleafure  towards  Anna ; 

though 
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though  we  will  iiot  pretend  to  fiiy  he  would  not 
have  been  as  well  pleafed  to  have  retained  the 
acres ;  he,  as  I  have  iaid,  fondly  loved  his  chil- 
dren ;  notwithftanding  his  diflipation,  he  gloried 
in  his  fon  ;  that  young  man  was  a  phaenomenon ; 
he  had  made  a  fpeech  againll  the  minifler  the  day 
before,  that  lafled  two  hours  and  a  half,  in  which 
he  difplayed  fuch  a  knowledge  of  the  conftitutional 
law,  fuch  intelligent  wifdom,  and  fuch  found  judg- 
ment, as  aftoniihed  the  houfe,  though  he  had  not 
been  in  bed  two  nights  before  •,  could  the  faults  of 
fuch  a  fon  be  remembered  by  fuch  a  father  ?  no, 
it  was  for  him  and  him  only,  he  regretted  the  Tre- 
vanion  eftate,  and  more  liberally  than  ever  fupplied 
his  extravagance. 

The  Thurfday  following.  Lady  Anna  was  intro- 
duced at  court  by  Lady  Edwin  \  and  here,  though 
fuperior  to  the  ilieepiflinefs,  which  little  minds 
often  mi  (lake  for  modefty,  flie  felt  herfelf  awed 
and  abafhed ;  and  at  the  inftant  the  queen  entered 
the  circle,  her  trembling  limbs  at  fird  refufed  their 
oifice. 

But  when  fhe  ventured  to  look  up,  when  fhe 
met  the  mild  and  gracious  eye  of  the  beft,  as  well 
as  firft  of  women ;  when  the  benevolence  which 
fhot  its  beams  from  her  countenance  reafTiired  her, 
fhe  was  fenfible  only  to  thofe  feeimgs  a  loyal  heart, 
and  none  but  fuch  can  defcribe. — Who,  indeed, 
ever  felt  in  that  auguft  prefence,  but  that  re- 
fpecl  and  aM^e  were  blended  with  love  and  admi- 
ration ?i 

And  here  only  it  was  that  her  grace,  beauty,  and 
modefty,  could  be  eclipfed. 

Pride  of  the  Britifli  nation,  beauteous  bloflbm 
of  a  court,  by  your  prefence  rendered  the  brightelt 
in  the  known  world,  into  whatever  clime,  by  the 
policy  of  nations,  ye  are  tranfplanted,  if  the  blef- 
fings  and  prayers  of  a  people,  whofe  riling  hopes 
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ye  are,  be  aiifwcred,  you  will  experience  the  peace 
and  profperity  fo  facredly  promiled  to  the  children 
ot  the  righteous,  and  lb  amply  merited  by  the 
graces  of  your  own  lovely  forms,  and  the  innate 
virtues  of  your  fouls  !  yet  will  the  tears  of  fenfibi- 
lity  drop  over  the  unavoidable  fcparation,  and  re- 
gret follow  the  parting  (teps  of  the  children  of  our 
beloved  fovereign. 

The  buz  of,  "  who  is  that  charming  creature! 
what  is  flie!"  together  with  fome  Anecdotes  of 
Anna's  hiftory  that  had  tranfpired,  rendered  her 
perfon,  drefs,  words,  and  even  looks,  objedls  of 
curiofity  and  attention ;  her  beauty  became  the  to- 
pic of  converfation  among  the  men,  as  her  drefs 
did  among  the  women.  Compliments  and  con- 
gratulations flowed  from  every  tongue ;  and 
the  eye  of  Majefty  gliftened  at  the  fight  of  a 
young  orphan,  thus  reilored  to  the  dignity  of  her 
blood. 

Her  doors  were  thronged  with  vifitors,  and  her 
porter's  roll  was  too  voluminous  for  her  own  in- 
fpe6Hon.  She  appeared  at  the  Opera :  flie  had 
been  feen  there  before,  when  a  few  of  the  orna- 
ments of  Fop's  alley  had  beftowed  from  their  dear 
felves  fo  much  attention  as  to  fwear,  flie  was  a  de- 
viliOi  fine  girl,  a  good  piece,  a  charming  creature ; 
— they  had  done  more,  they  had  even  aiked  who 
Cne  was  ?  but  that  v/as  the  lad  ftretch  of  expiring 
curiofity ;  a  poor  Welch  parfon's  daughter,  a  com- 
panion to  an  old  woman  !  horrid,  contemptible, 
how  could  the  pretty  things  be  drawn  in  to  beftow 
a  moment  on  fuch  an  objeft  ?  She  attended  Lady 
Edwin  to  that  feat  of  elegance  over  and  over  after, 
without  exciting  a  fingle  glance ;  in  this  negle£l, 
indeed,  (he  had  the  comfort  of  feeing  almoft 
every  fine  woman  included,  thofe  of  a  certain 
defcription  only  excepted;  the  beaus  of  the 
prefent  age  are  not  very  famous  for  their  atten- 
tion 
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tlon    to  modeft   women,    or   indeed,  any  women 
at  all. 

Noiu  her  entrance  into  her  box  was  honoured  by 
the  general  notice  of  the  audience ;  the  men  all  loft 
their  hearts,  and  the  ladies  were  moft  of  them  her 
very  dear  friends ;  in  fine,  the  lovely  young  heirefs 
was  the  fafliion. 

But  in  thofe  fcenes  of  fliew,  pleafure,  and  cere- 
mony, which  daily  increafed  in  their  demands  on 
her  timcj  flie  negle^led  not  her  friends,  nor  were 
the  claims  of  diftrefs  forgot ;  the  firft  part  of  the 
day,  fhe  faid,  was  her  own,  the  remainder  the 
world's  -,  and  her  real  ideas  of  the  duties  of  huma- 
nity, and  the  calls  of  the  unfortunate  on  her  afflu- 
ence and  power,  were  too  potent  to  fuffer  mere 
form  or  diflipation  to  deprive  her  of  the  fecret  ap- 
probation of  her  own  heart. 

In  fpite  of  whatever  tafte,  fafliion,  and  ex- 
ample could  urgC)  though  an  enthufiaft  in  mu- 
TiC)  Anna  preferred  weeping  W'ith  Siddons,  or 
fmiling  with  Abington,  to  the  hearing  a  mon- 
ger made  by  avarice  and  inhumanity  trill  out 
woes,  it  was  impoflible  it  could  have  a  natural 
idea  of. 

x\nother  very  unfafhionable  and  ridiculous  cuf- 
tom  fhe  obftinately  adhered  to,  which  was  that  of 
fatir.fying  her  mind  with  one  entertainment  in  one 
evening,  and  returning  home  v/hen  it  was  ended. 
Dancing  was  her  favourite  dlverfion,  and  might 
perhaps  fometimes  have  carried  her  to  the  mid- 
night hour,  had  her  fpirits  been  fuch  as  would  fuf- 
fer  her  to  partake  of  it. 

Mr.  Maiifel  returned  from  Somerfetfliire,  after 
a  month's  confinement,  but  was  not  fuffered  by 
Lady  Anna  to  go  to  Wales ;  In  the  fumnler  fhe 
promifed  to  pay  her  laft  refpe^l:  to  the  remains  of 
her  dear  friend  at  Llandore,  to  whofe  memory  fhe 
caufed  a  black  marble  morlument  to  be  ere£led  over 

the 
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the  fpot  where  her  beloved  governcfs  was  buried ; 
llie  had  llkewife  made  ftrid,  but  fruitlefs  enquiry, 
for  the  place  where  the  body  of  her  father  had  been 
interred,  and  given  orders  to  ere£i:  a  magnificent 
maufoleum  at  Trevanion  chapel,  in  commemora- 
tion of  his  death  and  misfortunes  ;  fhe  made  Mr. 
Manfel  her  domeftic  chaplain,  and  the  guide  of  her 
a6lions;  her  uncle  and  Mr.  Bently  had  a  houfe  be- 
tween them  ;  the  latter  growing  more  attached  to 
our  heroine  the  longer  he  knew  her  ;  he  was  her 
almoner  and  her  partner  in  every  charitable  do- 
nation. 

Lady  Edwin  was  her  conftant  vifitor,  and  fo 
good  as  to  excufe  her  pun£^ual  return,  on  account 
of  Cecilia,  whofe  rancour  was  out  of  all  bounds ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  feldom  came  in  her  way,  as 
her  intercourfe  was  wholly  among  the  amiable  of 
one  fex,  and  the  moral  of  the  other. 


CHAP.      I.XXIX. 

Proves  that  Riches  will  mt  do  every  Thing, 

-Tl  N  N  A '  s  town  eftablifliment  being  compleat- 
cd,  the  many  offers  of  marriage,  which  were  re- 
jected as  foon  as  made,  ferved  only  to  con- 
vince her  of  the  wedded  ftate  of  her  heart,  which 
no  change  in  life  was  able  to  wean  from  its 
fii-n:  dear  objeft ;  his  death,  of  which  (lie  en- 
tertained no  doubt,  fixed  her  refolutions  as  to  ma- 
trimony. 

While 
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While  Herbert  lived,  fhe  had  not  prefumed  to 
indulge  a  hope  of  being  united  to  him,  though  Ihe 
flattered  herfelf  (lie  might  cherifh  in  her  fecret 
thoughts  the  unconquerable  atTedion  flie  bore  him, 
without  injury  to  the  happy  woman  who  was  def- 
tincd  to  fliare  his  heart  and  bear  his  name.  All  he 
faid,  or  did,  was,  in  her  partial  eye,  the  flandard 
of  perfection  ;  with  him  imagination  reded,  and 
with  him  hope  died,  and  ftill  her  hours  of  retire- 
ment were  devoted  to  the  fond,  remembrance  of 
fome  or  other  of  the  fcenes  (he  had  paffcd  in  his 
fociety  •,  fhe  was  amufing  herfelf  in  a  melancholy 
revival  of  pail:  happineis,  when  Mrs.  and  Mifs 
Herbert  were  announced. 

Agitated  by  her  own  hopelefs  thoughts,  her  face 
pale  as  death,  with  the  deplorable  impreflions  of 
grief  and  defpair  on  her  mind,  fiie  very  much  dif- 
appointed  tbofe  ladies,  who  expe£led  to  fee  the 
change  in  her  fortune  marked  by  the  life  and  gaiety 
of  her  deportment. 

Patty  took  her  paffive  hand,  and  congratulated 
her  on  the  happy  difcovery  of  her  rank ;  Mrs. 
Herbert  faid  all  that  true  benevolence  could  dictate 
on  the  ftate  of  her  affairs  *,  the  fable  hue  of  their 
drefs  went  to  the  foul  of  Anna ;  it  was  fome  mo- 
ments before  her  fenfations  would  fuiTer  her  to  ar- 
ticulate, and  even  then  the  power  of  fpeech  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  fhower  of  tears;  when  this  was  fubfi- 
ded,  fhe  returned,  in  the  moft  graceful  and  en- 
dearing manner,  the  civilities  of  her  friends,  re- 
colleded  the  pafl  goodnefs  of  Mrs.  Herbert  with 
grateful  acknowledgments,  and  her  heart  reclaimed 
its  alliance  with  Patty  •,  fhe  ordered  herfelf  to  be 
denied  to  every  body,  and  enjoyed,  in  the  unre- 
flrained  fociety  of  her  old  friends,  the  real  advan- 
tage of  wealth  and  independence ;  fhe  blamed  her- 
felf for  not  writing  to  them;  but  yet,  faid  fhe, 
in  a  trembling  voice,  not  able  with  all  her  ef- 
forts 
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forts  to  reflrain  her  tears  as  (lie  glanced  her 
charming  eyes  over  their  nioiirnin!]^ — what  could 
I  fay. 

Mrs.  Herbert,  much  calmer  m  her  grief  than 
Anna  expe£led,  anfwered  only  hy  a  deep  figh  at 
this  hint  •,  and  Patty's  eyes  filled,  hut,  as  if  glad  to 
be  relieved  from  this  painful  fubje^t,  made  no  an- 
fwcr  and  the  converfation  flopped,  till  refumed  by 
Mrs.  Herbert's  apologizing,  in  her  turn,  for  her 
filence,  by  a'Turing  her,  however  unaccountable  it 
might  feem.  Lady  Edwin,  when  flie  informed  them 
of  her  brother's  heir  being  found,  dropped  no  hint 
it  was  their  dear  Anna. 

"  And  Mr.  Wilkinfon,"  interrupted  Patty  with 
glowing  cheeks,  "  does  not  know  it  yet."  They 
then  began  to  talk  of  Llandore  ;  Mrs.  Herbert  fpoke 
highly  of  Mr.  Wilkinfon,  and  expreffed  herfelf  un- 
der great  obligations  to  the  goodnefs  of  his  heart; 
his  praifes  were  re-echoed  by  Patty,  with  a  warmth 
both  of  fpeech  and  colour  Anna  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving. 

Mrs.  Herbert  declined  (laying  the  evening,  hav- 
ing engaged  to  return  to  Grofvenor-Square  early ; 
but  fhe  permitted  her  daughter  to  flay,  as  they 
were  to  quit  town  very  foon,  and  the  young  ladies 
were  anxious  to  pafs  as  much  time  as  their  engage- 
ments would  allow  together. 

When  alone,  thofe  amiable  women  again 
embraced,  and  unbofomed  themfelves  to  each 
ether. 

Patty  accounted  for  the  manner  in  v/hich  Anna 
had  been  difcarded  from  Grofvenor  Square,  and 
how  her  note  had  fallen  into  Mifs  Edwin's  hand, 
whofe  unkindnefs  to  Anna  was  but  the  counter- 
part of  what  Ihe  had  herfelf  experienced  from  her ; 
{lie  however  hoped,  when  they  were  married, 
her  brother  would  have  influence  enough  to 
induce  her  to  leave  her  London  manners  behind 

her> 
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her,  when  they  went  to  "Wales.  She  was  pro- 
ceeding— 

"  Your  brother  !"  faid  Anna,  with  every 
mark  of  aftoniihment,  "  is  your  brother  then 
"  alive?" 

"  Alive  !"  anfwered  Patty,  fmiling,  "  why 
"  what  can  pOfTibly  induce  you  to  afk  ?  yes,  thank 
"  God." 

*'  For  whom  then,"  faid  Anna,  "  do  you  wear 
"  fuch  deep  mourning  :" 

"  Oh,"  returned  Mifs  Herbert,  "  I  have  not 
**  yet  told  you  half  the  forrows  we  have  known 
**  fmce  I  faw  you  ;  my  poor  papa—but  I  muft  tell 
*'  you  all,  and  how  charmingly  your  old  lover 
"  Wilkinicn  has  behaved  to  us."  She  then,  in 
her  ingenuous,  artlefs  manner,  related  the  arreft  of 
her  father,  the  accident  to  Tyrrel,  Collet's  good 
nature,  and  Charles's  exile. 

The  agitation,  the  hopes,  fears,  and  expe£^ati- 
ons  of  our  heroine,  during  this  relation,  cannot  be 
defcribed;  but  her  mind  was  in  the  end  fettled 
with  refpe^l  to  young  Herbert,  by  the  conclufion 
of  the  narrative. 

"  When,*'  Patty  faid,  *'  my  aunt  found  her 
"  brother's  lawful  heir  appeared,  ihe  wrote  to 
"  mamn^a,  and  I  believe,  if  the  truth  was  known, 
*'  communicated  fome  imprudent  conduct  of  my 
*'  coufm's,  but  at  the  fame  time  told  her,  Cecilia 
"  flill  avowed  her  partiality  for  my  brother,  and 
*'  therefore,  as  fhe  would  yet  be  a  great  fortune, 
**  which  my  aunt  dreaded  might  fu'oje^l  her  to  the 
"  defigns  of  bad  people ;  and  as  fo  great  a  dif- 
**  memberment  of  the  eftate,  would  prevent  Sir 
'*  William  providing  for  Charles  in  the  man- 
"  ner  he  had  propofed,  (he  conjured  mamma  to 
'*  forward  the  marriage  they  always  intended 
*'  fhould  take  place,  which,  with  great  relu£l:anc?, 
"  {he  undertook  ;  what  pafTed  between  her  and  my 
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"  brother,  I  can't  tell ;  but  he  has  agreed  to  oblige 
"  her,  and  we  are  come  to  town  to  meet  him. 
"  We  go  to  Dennis  Place  e7i  fumille ;  \\\t^  pro- 
"  pofed  the  wedding  to  be  celebrated  immediately 
"  on  our  arrival  there." 

This  conclufion  gave  Anna  a  flow  of  falfe  fpi- 
rits  ;  her  pride  alfiiled  her  to  conceal  from  the  fif- 
ter  her  fond,  and  as  flie  then  eileemed  it,  weak  at- 
tachment to  the  brother ;  her  exertions  to  enter- 
tain her  friend  the  remainder  of  the  evening  were 
uncommonly  vivacious;  and  flrength  of  mind 
did  that  for  her,  art  never  could ;  it  gave  her 
the  appearance  of  eafe,  when  her  heart  was 
burfling. 

Patty  regretted  very  much,  decency  wouW 
oblige  her  to  return  with  the  hymenc.  I  party  to 
Dennis  Place*,  Ibe  promifcd  to  be  a  puntlual  cor- 
refpondent,  and  pay  a  vifit  to  Anna  as  fgon  as  flie 
could  get  off;  Mr.  Mordant  attended  her  home, 
and  returned  with  the  news  of  Mr.  Herbert's  arri- 
val In  Grofvenor  Square. 

Mr.  Manfel,  who  was  prefent,  faw  all  his  for- 
mer fufpicions  of  Anna's  attachment  to  young 
Herbert  confirmed  in  her  truth-fpeaking  counte- 
nance at  this  information,  but  fuffered  not  a 
thought  to  efcape  him  ;  fhe  prcfently  retired  to  her 
apartment,  and,  difmifling  her  woman,  threw  her- 
felf,  almofl  fuffbcated  with  grief,  and  gafping  for 
breath,  on  the  fopha. 

**  Alive  !  is  then  Charles  Herbert  alive  !  does  he 
then  yet  exifl  ?  and  can  it  be  ?  reflored  from  death, 
he  lives,  indeed,  but  to  what  end  ?  and  is  he  at 
lafl  to  marry  Mifs  Edwin  ? — poor  young  man  !  had 
he  not  been  happier  wedded  to  his  grave  .^^then 
paufmg — not  his  own  choice  neither — that  might 
have  led  him— but  gratitude — Oh,  what  a  fublli- 
tute  for  love !  how  indelicate  the  mind  that  can  ac- 
cept it ! — how  ill  paired  will  theirs  be  ?  yet,  why  do  I 
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fay  lb  !  what  right  have  I  to  fuppofe  their  attach- 
ment is  not  mutual  ?  would  he  elfe  have  entered 
with  fuch  alacrity  into  their  fcheme  !  Ah  !  no — 
why  then  do  I  fuffer  a  hopelefs,  unrequited  pafTion 
thus  to  afflicl  me,  to  embitter  my  moments,  and 
render  me  wretched  in  the  midft  of  enjoyments  ? 
Oh,  why  does  memory,  too  faithful  to  my  forrows, 
for  ever  remind  me  of  his  perfedions  ?  but  I  have 
long  refolved  never  to  marry  ;  and  will  it  be  a 
greater  crime  to  love,  to  adore  him,  when  I  have 
it  fo  amply  in  my  power  to  ferv^e,  than  when  poor 
and  deftitute,  I  had  but  my  prayers  to  give  him? 
let  me  hope  not — let  him  then  marry  Cecilia ;  his 
children  will,  perhaps,  inherit  my  ellate  ;  I  will, 
at  all  events,  be  a  filler,  a  faithful  friend  to 
him."  With  thofe  ideas,  ilie  flattered  herfelf 
{he  had  compofed  her  mind:  but  fleep  again 
forfook  her,  and  her  funk  eyes  fliewed  her 
attentive  and  watchful  friends  how  ill  fhe  had 
relied. 

Anxious  to  fly  from  herfelf,  when  the  news- 
paper, in  which  were  announced  the  arrivals  at 
Bath,  was  brought  her,  a  fudden  hope,  by  change 
of  place,  to  procure  the  tranquillity  Ihe  could  not 
expecl,  where  the  Edwins,  and  their  concerns, 
mull  come  to  her  ears,  fhe  propofed  an  excurfion 
to  Bath  ; — fhe  was  fick  of  London — Would 
Mrs.  Wellers  go  ? — "  Hey  day,"  cried  Mr.  Bently, 
"  and  pray  what  is  there  in  London  to  ficken 
*'  your  whimfical  Ladyiliip  you  will  not  find  in 
"  Bath  ?"  "  Well,"  anfwered  llie,  afl^eding  gaiety, 
*'  1  am  determined  to  try  your  gallantry ;  what  do 
"  I  keep  fo  many  old  men  in  my  train  for,  but  to 
"  exhibit  their  folly  in  following  me  j  uncle,  will 
"  you  go  r^ 

"  Are  you  ferious  .^"  he  anfwered. 

She  afl"ured  him  Ihe  was  •,  and  Mrs.  Wellers  de- 
claring it  was  the  only  fcheme  in  the  world  fhe 

Ihould 


ANNA.  191 

ftiould  like,  if  it  was  agreeable  to  Mr.  Wellers,  he 
was  confulted,  and  every  thing  fettled  for  an  excur- 
fion  to  Bath. 


C    H    A    P.      LXXX. 

The  Jourj7e\ pojlpon^d. 

l\  NNA,  always  quick  in  her  ideas,  and  rapid 
in  putting  into  execution  refolutions  once  formed, 
and  willing  to  avoid  Mr.  Herbert  and  Cecilia,  they 
were  on  the  point  of  fetting  out  for  Bath,  when  a 
mefienger  came  to  beg  Lady  Anna's  prefence  in 
G'rofvenor  Square. 

She  had  feveral  times  been  at  Lady  Edwin's 
public  and  private  parties ;  in  the  firft,  Mifs  Ed- 
win did  not  at  prefent  appear,  and  in  the  lall  flie 
had  not  even  chofe  to  mix ;  but  the  hurry  of  this 
fummons  alarmed  her,  which  alarm  was  incrcafed 
by  Mr.  Mordant's  fervant  bringing  the  news  of  a 
duel,  and  intrigue,  which,  though  no  names  were 
mentioned,  plainly  pointed  at  young  Edwin,  and 
his  Lady  The  carriages,  which  were  drawing 
up  at  the  inftant  Lady  Edwin's  fervant  ar- 
rived, were  now  ordered  to  put  up,  as  the  jour- 
ney muft  be  unavoidably  poftponed,  at  lead  a 
few  hours,  and  Anna  went  in  her's  to  Grofvenor 
Square. 

She  alighted ;  the  fervant  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Herbert ;  but  oh,  how  changed  !  his  fine 
face,  where  light-henrted  joy  was  wont  to  dwell, 
overfpread  with  grief,    and  wan  with  care,    his 

eyes, 
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eyes  yet  charming,  retreated  from  her  earned 
and  enquiring  look :  deep  fighs  rent  his  bo- 
fom :  his  hand  trembled  almoft  to  convul- 
fion  as  he  led  her,  flill  turning  from  her  his 
averted  eyes,  to  lady  Edwin's  dreffing-room,  where 
a  fcene  prefented  itfelf,  which  beggars  all  de- 
fcription. 

Mrs.  Edwin,  in  a  gay  mafquerade  habit,  pale  as 
aflies,  and  weeping,  was  leaning  on  Cecilia  -,  Lady 
Edwin,  on  a  fopha,  jufl  recovered  from  an  hyfte- 
ric  fit ;  Mrs.  Herbert  vainly  endeavouring  to 
comfort  them.  The  moment  Lady  Anna  enter- 
ed the  room,  they  all  feemed  to  feel  their  grief 
renewed. 

Oh,  Anna  !  faid  Lady  Edwin,  my  fon,  my  dear 
Hugh,  is  no  more  !  and  what  is  worfe,  he  has  im- 
brued his  hands  in  blood :  he  is  not  only  murdered, 
but  is  himfelf  a  murderer  ! 

Anna  fhuddered  at  this  dreadful  account  given 
in  broken  intervals  of  grief,  amid  the  groans  of 
the  whole  family,  flie  could  adminifter  no  confo- 
lation  *,  her  fpirits  low  when  Ihe  left  the  houfe,  and 
weakened  at  the  fight  of  Herbert,  were  now  too 
much  overpowered  to  be  fupported;  Ihe  fainted 
away. 

On  her  recovery,  fhe  found  Mrs.  Herbert  and 
Patty,  were  only  remaining  of  the  diftrefled 
group,  ihe  faw  on  her  firft  coming ;  her 
eyes  vainly  explored  the  room ;  the  object  in 
which  they  delighted  was  no  longer  feen;  fhe 
could  hardly  believe  but  what  had  paiTed  was  an 
illufion  of  her  fenfes,  that  fhe  had  not  feen  Herbert 
at  all. 

Mrs.  Herbert,  as  fhe  recovered,  informed  her 
of  the  fatal  event  which  fo  diflrefTed  them ;  fhe 
faid  Mrs.  Edwin  drove  her  there  about  nine,  ha- 
bited as  flie  had  feen,  and  in  a  flate  of  terror  and 
diflrefs  bordering  on  diftra£lion,  fhe  told  them  fhe 

went 
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went  lafl  night  in  a  party  to  the  Hay-market,  and 
by  fome  accident  miflcd  the  lady  who  was  her 
companion,  but  fuppofing  flic  could  not  fail  of 
meeting  her  again,  llie  danced  with  a  gentleman, 
Count  islaxwell,  who  was  of  their  party,  till  day- 
light;  not,  however,  meeting  again  her  friend, 
and  the  rooms  being  clearing,  they  went  to  the 
houfe  of  the  lady  they  had  loft ;  fmding,  to  their 
furprize,  (lie  was  not  come  home,  they  agreed  to 
have  fome  coflee,  and  wait  her  return;  but  tired 
and  fatigued,  they  had  both  dropped  aileep,  from 
which  they  were  awoke  by  company  gaily  running 
into  the  room,  who,  when  unmafked,  they  found 
to  be  Mr.  Edwin  and  her  friend  Mrs.  Corbet ;  high 
words  enfued  betv/een  the  gentlemen,  who  went 
out,  regardlefs  of  her  prayers  and  cries,  to  decide 
the  matter;  the  fervants  faid,  they  got  into  the 
coach  which  brought  Mr.  Edwin  and  Mrs.  Corbet 
home,  and  ordered  it  to  Hyde  Park,  whither  Sir 
William  immediately  ran,  where  he  heard  the 
gentleman  in  the  white  domino,  who  Mrs.  Edwin 
allirmcd  to  be  her  hulband,  was  killed  on  the  fpot, 
and  the  other  faid  to  be  mortally  wounded;  but, 
Mrs.  Herbert  added,  this  dreadful  cataftrophe  was 
rendered  fomev/hat  doubtful,  by  a  meflenger  from 
Mr.  Edwin's,  informing  Lady  Edwin,  it  was  the 
Count  that  was  killed,  and  that  Mr.  Edwin  was 
alive;  the  diftra£i:ed  parents  were  gone  there  at- 
tended by  her  fon. 

On  hearing  that  the  Count  was  no  more,  Mrs, 
Edwin  was  fallen  into  flrong  convulfions,  and  was 
carried  fcnfelefs  to  Cecilia's  apartment. 

Such  a  complicated  fcene  of  diftrefs,  could  not 
fail  to  fhock  the  gentle  foul  of  Anna ;  fenfibly  af- 
fe£l:ed  by  the  voice  of  v/oc,  wherever  it  met  her, 
it  here  had  the  double  claims  of  blood  and  friend- 
(hip;  yet  her  own  heart,  torn  with  conflicting 
paflions,  (he  v/as  badly  qualified  for  the  office  of 
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comforter  to  others.  When  the  news  of  her  Ton's 
misfortune  reached  Lady  Edwin  from  her  own 
daughter's  hard  heart,  (he  had  fmali  hope  of  con- 
folation;  the  bofom  friend  of  a  woman,  whofe 
conduct,  allowing  her  (lory  to  be  a  real  recital  of 
fa£ls,  had  blameably  involved  her  hufband  in  a  du- 
el, how  could  file  open  her  heart,  or  unveil  her 
fufpicions  to  her. 

Next  to  her  in  point  of  affe£):ion,  and  far  higher 
in  efteem,  flood  our  heroine  j  when  unexpetfled 
calamities  ftrike  the  foul,  it  wifhes  to  look  out  of 
the  poignancy  of  its  feelings  to  the  refources  of 
friendfliip,  and  dreadful  is  the  fituation  of  that  be- 
ing who  looks  in  vain.  Mrs.  Herbert,  indeed, 
was  prefent;  but  Mrs.  Herbert's  misfortune  and 
dependence  took  from  her  the  weight  fhe  would 
elfe  have  had-.  Lady  Edwin,  therefore,  in 
her  firft  agonies,  fent  for  Anna,  although  fhe 
regretted  that  hafty  ftep,  when  fhe  faw  her  fo 
affected. 

The  inftant  after  a  meffage  coming  from  Port- 
man  Square,  {he  reluctantly  left  her  niece  to  the 
care  of  Mrs.  Herbert,  Xlharles  attending  her; 
Mifs  Edwin  now  running  into  the  room,  fright- 
ened out  of  her  fullen,  fupercilious  airs,  begged 
Mrs.  Herbert's  afTiftance  ;  Mrs.  Edwnn  being,  fhe 
believed,  dying;  two  gentlemen  in  the  medical 
line,  a  phyfician  and  apothecary  were  with  her, 
but  a  third  was  neceiTary  -,  the  convulfion  had 
brought  on  an  abortion,  without  relloring  her 
fenfes,  and  fhe  lay  a  pitiable  vidim  to  the  confe- 
quences  of  thofe  deviations  from  honour,  flie  would 
a  few  hours  before  have  laughed  at. 

Mrs.  Herbert  begged  Anna  to  retire  to  Lady 
Edwin's  drelTing-room,  ordering  her  woman  to 
attend;  flie  was  a  fenfible  well  behaved  per- 
fon,  who  had  lived  there  when  Anna  was 
Mifs    Manfel,     and    took    that    opportunity    of 
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paying  court  to  her  by  her  afTuiuIty  and  re- 
fpe6l ;  but  Mrs.  Herbert  had  hardly  left  the  room 
before  this  attendant  v/as  fummoned  to  her  Lady 
at  Mr.  Edwin's. 

Left  alone  in  momentary  expectation  of  fome- 
thing  ftill  more  alarming,  (he  endeavoured  to  re- 
collet):  her  fcattered  thoughts  ;  the  wanderers  of 
themfelves  adverted  to  one  objec^t ;  notwithftand- 
ing  the  horrors  that  furrounded  her,  Herbert 
was  prefent  to  her  imagination,  yet,  felf-con- 
demned,  flie  was  trying  at  fortitude,  when 
the  door  fuddenly  opened,  and  Herbert  hallily 
entered. 

I  thought  my  mother,  faid  he — when  feeing 
Anna  alone  and  in  tears,  his  confufion,  his  trem- 
bling returned ;  fhe  had  aflced  him  twice  after 
Lady  Edwin  and  her  fon,  before  (he  could  pcrceiv<; 
the  leaft  attention  to  her  queflion,  at  laft  he  an«- 
fwered  with  a  voice  of  tendernefs  : 

That  the  horrors  of  the  morning  were  fuch  as 
gentlenefs  like  hers  fhould  not  witnefs ;  he  en- 
treated llic  would  permit  him  to  wait  on  her 
home ;  Lady  Edwin,  continued  he,  is  too  mourn- 
fully engaged  to  return  foon  ;  Mrs.  Edwin  is  un- 
worthy to  harrafs  you  with  her  merited  diftrefs ; 
let  me,  dear  Lady  Anna,  then  lead  you  from  this 
fcene  of  forrow  ;  and,  oh,  faid  he,  with  agitation 
too  ftrong  to  be  fupprefled  or  concealed,  that  it  had 
been  my  blefled  fate  to  have  preferved  you  through 
life  from  every  ill ;  to  have  watched  over  and  pro- 
te£led  your  beauty  and  honour.  Withdraw  not, 
deareft  creature,  this  hand,  perhaps  held  for  the 
laft  time,  by  the  moft  miferable  of  men ;  withhold 
not  from  me  the  comfort  of  unfolding  to  you  the 
exquifite  mifery  which  will  moll  afluredly  de- 
ftroy  me. 

Anna,  hardly  Icfs  afFefted  than  himfelf,  however 
remembered  both  their  fituations. 

K  2  Engaged 
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Engaged  to  Cecilia,  could  he  dare  to  approach 
her  with  the  profeiTions  of  a  pafTion  inimical  to  her 
honour  •,  was  flie  not  free  when  he  voluntarily 
fubmittcd  to  enter  into  that  engagement !  yet  had 
he  not  obliged  her  to  exert  her  endeavours  to  tear 
him  from  her  memory  !  pride  and  paflion  both 
called  on  her  now  in  this  arduous  moment,  (when 
her  own  heart  was  melting  with  tenderneis,  (he 
faw  before  her,  almoft  fpeechlefs  with  agony,  the 
firft,  laft,  and  only  obje6t  of  her  love)  to  be  refo- 
lute  !  afTuming,  therefore,  as  much  compofure  as 
ingenuity,  like  hers,  could  put  on,  fhe  faid,  flie 
fhould  certainly  go  home,  though  (haughtily)  fhe 
would  not  trouble  him  for  an  efcort ;  Mifs  Edwin 
had  juft  left  the  room,  in  a  fituation  which  had  a 
right  to  all  the  tendernefs  he  feemed  inclined  to 
throw  away  on  her. 

Notwithstanding  all  her  endeavours,  the  mo- 
ment fhe  uttered  this  fentence,  her  pride,  her  rea- 
fon,  were  too  weak  to  fupport  her  in  a  conflidi:  fo 
interefling,  her  heart  again  funk,  and  her  voice 
was  loft  ill  the  laft  fentence. 

Herbert,  with  a  bow  he  meant  fliould  conceal 
his  emotions,  then  let  go  her  hand. 

She  haftily  quitted  the  apartment,  and  throwing 
herfelf  into  her  carriage,  was  carried  home  in  a  ftate 
of  mind  neither  to  be  conceived  nor  defcribed;  the 
fatal  news  had  been  confirmed  in  St.  James's 
Square,  and  Mrs.  Wellers,  in  great  uncafmefs, 
waited  to  fee,  or  hear  from  Anna. 

Her  deje6ted  looks^  and  faint  voice,  threw 
Bentty  into  a  rage ;  he  wondered  what  pofii- 
hh  end  it  could  anfv/er  to  fend  for  her  to  fuch 
fcenes  ? 

She  retired  direftly  accompanied  by  her  friend, 
in  whofe  bofom  fiie  wept  without  communicating 
her  forrows ;  not  that  (lie  had  any  objedlion  to  un- 
veiling her  inmoft  thoughts  to  that  worthy  woman, 

but 
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but  the  indelicacy  of  fufFering  her  peace  to  be 
broke  by  a  man,  who  had  never  made  any  elForts 
to  obtain  her  hand,  and  who  was  engaged  to  ano- 
ther, reftrained  her.  Mr.  Manfel  gently  rapped 
at  the  door,  and  was  admitted  ;  the  good  man  had 
long  feen,  with  great  pain,  all  was  not  at  eafe  in 
the  heart  of  his  child,  as  he  yet  called  her  •,  he  en- 
treated her  to  unbofom  her  grief  to  her  friends,  and 
led  himfelf  to  the  fubje£l  of  young  Herbert  and  his 
intended  marriage. 

Soon  was  Mrs.  Wellers  convinced  that  there  the 
nialady  lay,  but  fhe  was  much  furprized  at  Mr. 
Manfei's  mentioning  his  marriage  with  Mifs  Edwin 
as  an  irrevocable  engagement,  for  Collet  had  al- 
ways made  her  the  confidant  of  vidiat  pafled  be- 
tween him  and  Herbert,  which  flic  had  not  re- 
peated to  Anna,  having  given  the  Doftor  her  ho- 
nour not  to  do  it,  and  never  hearing  Herbert^s 
name  mentioned,  {he  little  fuppofed  him  of  confe- 
quence  to  the  peace  of  her  friend,  whofe  fdent  an- 
guifh  now  fully  explained  the  fource  of  her  uneafi- 
nefs ;  but  as  (he  avoided  anfwering  their  kind  in- 
terrogatories, and  appeared  uneafy,  they  perfuaded 
her  to  try  to  take  fome  reft,  to  which  fhe  the  more 
readily  confented,  as  fhe  wiflied  to  be  free  from  their 
well-meant  though  officious  enquiries. 


CHAP. 
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Mafquerade  Adventure  concluded, 

J-  H  E  moment  Mrs.  Wellers  was  alone  with 
Mr.  Manfel,  fhe  revealed  all  fhe  knew  of  Herbert's 
attachment  to  Anna ;  he  was  not  only  furprized, 
but  jrrieved^  to  find,  from  her  account,  two  fuch 
amiable  young  people,  with  no  other  obftrucftion 
to  their  being  completely  happy,  than  what  mere 
obedience  to  the  will  of  others  had  raifed,  were 
likely  to  be  miferable  in  their  feparation ;  he  well 
knew  the  inflexibility  of  the  Edwins  in  points  in 
which  they  conceived  their  lionour  to  be  concern- 
ed, and  he  as  well  knew  the  nice  value  Anna  fet 
on  propriety  and  delicacy,  thofe  were  all  againft 
the  moft  diftant  hope  of  the  long  concerted  match 
being  fet  afide;  and  he  forefaw,  he  faid,  with 
youth,  beauty,  rank,  and  riches,  Lady  Anna  had 
not  yet  gone  through  all  her  days  of  probation  ; 
fuch  was  the  imperfe£l  flate  of  all  human  blifs, 
that  as  the  affli<^ion  of  a  corrupted  world  led 
often  to  bleflings,  fo  its  attainments  were  as  often 
produftive  of  ills,  more  painful  to  the  human  mind, 
than  any  of  the  train  of  common  events,  which  daily 
and  hourly  vifit  the  poor  and  laborious  part  of  the 
creation. 

Another  meffenger  from  Sir  William  brought 
a  note,  which  requiring  an  anfwer,  they  were 
obliged  to  rifk  difturbing  their  friend. 

It  was  from  Lady  Edwin,  again  requefting  to  fee 
lady  Anna,    and  dated  Portman  Square  j   before 

ihe 
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{lie  had  read  it  througlij  Mrs.  Herbert  was  an- 
nounced. 

Her  looks  indicated  terror  and  grief;  fbe  begged 
Anna,  if  it  was  poiTible  for  her  to  fupport  fuch  a 
fcene,  to  go  with  her  to  Mr.  Edwin's  •,  he  is  dy- 
ing, faid  {he,  but  declares  he  cannot  leave  the 
world,  without  feeing  you-,  his  paroxyfm  from 
pain  has  been  {hort,  till  within  this  half  hour  -,  the 
mortification  is  already  begun,  and  he  lies  free 
from  thofe  agonies  which  might  have  affrighted 
you  too  much  ;  for  God's  fake,  if  you  can  bear  it — 
come. 

Anna  wanted  no  farther  intreaties,  but  Mrs. 
Wellers  infilled  on  accompanying  her  there,  and 
Mr.  Manfei  begged  to  follow  them. 

When  they  arrived  at  Mr.  Edwin's,  a  difmal  fi- 
lence  reigned  through  the  whole  houfe  ;  the  hall, 
which  was  hitherto  filled  with  ill-governed  foot- 
men and  their  alTociates,  was  now  wholly  defert- 
ed ;  the  porter  rung  a  bell,  when  Bates,  with  a 
countenance  of  grief,  u{liered  them  through  the 
magnificent  rooms  into  one  in  which  Lady  Edwin 
fat,  with  her  eyes  half  fliut,  in  filcnt  agony  by  the 
bed's  fide,  holding  one  hand  of  her  beloved  fon, 
Sir  William  kneeling  on  the  other;  drops  of  for- 
row  rolling  in  quick  fucceflion  down  his  manly 
cheeks ;  Mifs  Edwin  and  Patty  behind  Lady  Ed- 
win's chair,  againft  wliich  their  faces  were  both 
hid  ;  and  on  the  bed,  fupporting  the  dying  man, 
and  wiping  the  fweat  from  off  his  forehead,  fat  the 
elegant,  but  emaciated  form  of  a  *Iovely  woman^ 
whom  Anna  had  never  yet  feen  ,  two  furgeons 
flood  at  a  di fiance  from  the  bed,  venerating  the 
grief  of  a  virtuous  pair,  mourning  their  fon  cut  off 
in  the  prim.e  of  youth,  by  the  horrible  confequences 
of  his  own  vices. 

When  Anna  approached  the  folemn  fcene  of 
woe,  Lady  Edwin,  with  a  look  that  went  to  her 

foul. 
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Ibul,  extended  to  her  the  hand  flie  had  at  liberty 5 
and  grafping  it  a  moment — unable  to  fpeak — at 
lengthy  looked  at  the  lady  who  fupported  Edwin  j 
fhe  underllood  her,  and  with  a  voice  choaked  with 
grief  faid  ; 

The  lady  is  here,  your  coufm  is  come  ;  will  you 
not  now  fpeak  to  her !  come,  my  beloved  Hugh, 
eafe  your  dear  heart ! 

He  immediately  looked  up  ;  a  faint  gleam-  of 
fatisfaclion  flione  out  of  his  languid  eyes,  already 
dim  v/ith  the  approach  of  death ;  after  a  fhort 
lilence,  in  which  he  feemed  to  be  rq^ollecfting 
himfelf : 

Oh,  Anna  !  fald  he,  with  a  bitter  figh,  is  it  thus 
after  all  my  plots  and  fchemes  I  now  fee  thee  ! — 
yet,  even  now,  I  delight  to  look  on  thee  !  it  is  a 
cordial  to  my  departing  fpirit,  that  I  fee  thee — in- 
nocent, and  virtuous ;  I  thank  the  God  of  mercy, 
who  prQte61;ed  thee  from  my  arts.  Say,  Anna, 
fay  coufm,  can  you  forgive  me  ?  will  you  pardon 
the  ills  you  know,  and  the  many  you  do  not  know, 
I  had  contrived  agaiiift  the  purity  of  an  angel  ? 
fpeak  to  me,  and  pray  for  me  j  the  prayers  of  fuch 
a  foul  muft  be  acceptable  ! 

Anna,  whofe  heart  never  harboured  anger  be- 
yond the  paffing  moment,  kneeling  at  the  feet  of 
Lady  Edwin  by  the  bed-  fide,  folemnly  aiTured  him 
of  her  perfect  forgivenefs,  and  wept  her  concern 
at  the  fatal  event ;  fhe  folemnly  promifed,  at  his 
rcqueft,  to  comfort  his  parents. 

You  only,  faid  he,  are  worthy  of  the  tendernefs 
of  fuch  hearts  as  theirs ;  be  to  them  what  I  ought 
to  have  been.  His  filler  then  caught  his  eye; 
Cecilia,  he  added,  take  the  warning  your  brother 
gives  you,  be  virtuous  ajid  be  happy;  feeling  now 
the  tears  of  his  fupporter  drop  on  his  face,  oh,  An- 
gelina, faid  he,  I  have  not  deferved  this  tendernefs 
from  you,  do  you  forgive  me  too  ? 

Forgive 
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Forgive  you !  Edwin,  anfwered  the  unhappy 
woman ;  do  you  forgive  me  ?  my  unbounded  love 
drew  you  into  my  own  ruin ;  had  I  not  fallen,  you 
might  have  been  happy. 

Protect  her,  languidly  looking  at  his  father  ;  and 
again  at  Anna,  adieu  thou  laft-chearing  object  of 
my  thoughts,  be  in  all  thy  ways  blefled  ;  then,  as 
if  on  recollection,  where  is  your  Mr.  Manfel  ^ 

He  is,  anfwered  Anna,  with  a  pleafed  earneft- 
nefs,  in  the  houfe,  will  you  fee  him  ^ 

Yes ! 

She  flew  out  of  the  room  to  fetch  him,  and  tlien 
he  defired  to  be  left  by  all,  but  the  lady  and  the 
clergyman ;  they  complied,  each  choofing  feparate 
apartments,  except  Cecilia,  who  was  fo  much 
fhocked  at  the  approach  of  mortality,  fhe  would 
not  be  left  a  moment  alone. 

A  dead  filence  reigned  through  the  houfe,  which 
in  ten  minutes  w^as  awfully  interrupted  by  people 
pafiing  quick  in  Mr.  Edwin's  room,  and  that  then 
again  fucceeded  by  a  profound  filence. 

Mr.  Manfel  foon  after  entering  Lady  Edwin's 
apartment,  fhe  knew  all  was  over,  and  Mrs.  Her- 
bert afTifted  by  him,  then  attending  her;  Anna 
and  Mrs.  Wellers  returned  home,  leaving  the  body 
to  the  care  of  young  Herbert,  from  w^hich  fad  re- 
mains the  lady  would  not  flir. 

The  wretched  Mrs.  Mitford  was  accidentally 
paffing  in  a  hackney  coach  to  her  lodgings  at 
Brompton,  where  flie  lived,  patiently  waiting,  in 
a  deep  decline,  the  laft  great  change ;  at  the  mo- 
ment the  bleeding  and  expiring  Edwin  was  carried 
home,  refigned  to  her  own  fate,  and  at  peace  with 
a  merciful  God,  this  fight  of  a  man  flie  had  doted 
on,  was  too  much  for  her  reafon  ;  grief  and  con- 
fternation  gave  her  ftrength  ;  (lie  (lopped  the  coach 
and  (lew  to  him ;  his  eyes,  their  luftre  lofh  in  the 
approach  of  death,  recognized  her  injured  form; 
K  5  his  . 
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his  head  funk  on  her  bofom,  and  thofe  feelings  o£ 
humanity  and  juftice,  which  his  diflipated  life  had 
conquered,  were  now  revived;  he  implored  her 
forgivenefs,  who  in  this  moment  had  no  other  con- 
folation,  but  that  in  death,  fhe  fliould  not  be  di- 
vided from  him,  who  flie  had  adored  when  living 
— {he  accompanied  him  home. 

This  was  no  time  for  form  or  prejudice ;  the  pity 
Lady  Edwin  always  felt  for  the  unhappy  Angelina 
was  not  lefiened,  by  feeing  her  weak  efforts  to  fup- 
port  her  dying  fon ;  fhe  invited  her  home,  but  the 
forrowing  woman  declined  her  kindnefs,  fhe  con- 
tinued with  the  corps  till  it  was  removed  from  the 
houfe,  and  in  one  month  her  own  was,  at  her  laft 
requcft,  depofited  with  it. 


CHAP.      LXXXII. 

The  RetrofpeB. 
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R  S.  Corbet,  who  I  have  already  introduced 
to  my  readers,  was  a  voluptuary  of  fafhion,  left 
early  In  life  a  widow,  without  a  guide  or  principle 
to  regulate  her  conduft;  and  having  been  un- 
kindly ufed  by  her  hufband,  fhe  vowed  never  to 
marry  again,  which  vow  reached  not  the  exclufion 
of  modern  gallantry  ;  in  that  fhe  had  indulged  till 
all  the  lovely  attributes  of  the  fex  were  deftroyed, 
modefty  was  no  more,  and  every  fenfe  of  delicacy 
loft  in  the  conftant  gratification  of  vicious  paffions  ; 
her  own  perfon  was  lovely,  and  being,  from  long 

practice, 
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practice,  perfedl:  miftrefs  of  the  art  of  plcafing,  her 
intrigues  were  numerous,  but  as  the  heart  had  fel- 
dom  its  fliare  in  them,  they  were  confequently  of 
fhort  duration. 

The  day  fhe  dined  with  Mrs.  Edwin,  in  com- 
pany with  her  hufband,  had  been  fatal  to  her  peace, 
and  the  indifference  with  which  he  received  her  ad- 
vances, while  it  excited  her  anger,  but  increafed 
her  inclinations.  Mr.  Edwin  was  certainly  an  ob- 
]c£\.  to  infpire  the  foft  pafiion,  which  was  to  this 
lady,  in  the  degree  fhe  now  felt  it,  as  violent  as 
new  ;  flie  perfevered,  though  with  great  difficulty, 
in  her  attacks ;  as  he  was  fo  much  devoted  to 
gaming,  little  time  was  left  for  intrigue,  and  the 
groiler  appetites  were  gratified  wil-h  more  eafe 
than  gout ;  as  to  his  fcrious  defires,  when  his 
inordinate  love  of  play  would  fufi'cr  them  to 
arife  in  his  mind,  they  were  ever  pointed  to  Anna 
Manfel. 

But  Mrs.  Corbet  was  not  accuftomed  to  give  up 
a  point  on  which  her  heart  was  fet ;  flie  fent  him 
an  anonymous  challenge,  which  jio  young  gay  man 
would  refufe  with  the  ilightefl  regard  to  his  repu- 
tation ;  they  met,  the  lady  was  fatisfied ;  one  in- 
terview fucceeded  the  other,  and  Mrs.  Corbet's  at- 
tachment increafm^  with  a  rapidity  fhe  had  no  wifli 
to  repel,  uniting  treachery  with  cunning,  flie  form- 
ed the  plot  of  betraying  to  INlr.  Edwin  the  ill  con- 
dud  of  his  wife,  in  order  to  efFe61:  a  fcparation  be- 
tween them,  which  would,  flie  flattered  herfelf,  fc- 
cure  to  her  the  legal  pofleflion  of  the  objcft  on 
wliom  (lie  doated. 

The  fatal  mafquerade  was  not  the  firft  or  only 
place  from  v/hence  Mrs.  Edwin  had  retired  with 
the  Count.  Mrs.  Corbet  well  knew  what  would 
liappen,  and  having  appointed  him  to  meet  her  . 
ihere,  fet  him  to  watch  his  wife  the  whole  even- 
ing, and  at  her  inlligntion  he  had  followed  them  to 

her  - 
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her  houfe ;  there  the  unhappy  pair  were  furprizecl, 
not  as  INIrs.  Edwin  faid  fleeping,  but  in  a  fituation 
fufficiently  provoking  to  a  hufband. 

Mrs.  Corbet,  depending  on  the  contempt  flie 
knew  Edwin  felt  for  his  wife,  and  unacquainted 
with,  or  not  allowing  for,  the  pailionate  warmth 
of  his  country,  thought  the  law  only  would  have 
been  his  rcfource ;  but  the  dreadful  confequence  of 
her  deceit  to  a  v/oman  fhe  called  friend,  and  who 
had  indeed  been  greatly  influenced  by  her  example, 
rendered  her  truly  miferable,  in  the  lofs  of  the 
man  fhe  loved,  and  that  by  her  own  contrivance, 
and  left  her  in  full  pofleffion  of  the  contempt  and 
abhorrence  of  the  world  for  her  part  in  fo  deep  a 
tragedy. 

Her  houfe,  from  being  thronged  with  a  certain 
description  of  people,  M^ho  not  having  abfolutely 
found  out,  pretended  to  fome  degree  of  reputation, 
became  deferted ;  and  her  fortune  being  too  fmall 
to  fupport  it  without  fome  fuch  afTiflance,  fhe  had 
often  received  from  Mrs.  Edwin,  ilie  flew,  loaded 
with  ignominy  and  fname,  a  burthen  to  herfelf,  and 
a  difgrace  to  her  relations,  friends  (lie  had  none,  to 
the  continent,  where  fhe  finifhed  her  life  in  indi- 
gent obfcurity. 

Mrs.  Edwin  was  fo  obnoxious  to  Sir  William 
and  Lady  Edwin,  to  whom  their  unhappy  fon  re- 
lated all  that  had  happened,  they  deteiled  her 
name,  and  Sir  William  infifted  on  her  being  re- 
moved. 

Mifs  Edwin,  however,  continued  her  firm  ad- 
vocate. The  feelings  of  that  young  lady  feldom 
carried  her  out  of  her  dear  felf.  The  death  of  her 
brother  was  very  foon  reconciled  to  her  ideas  j  her 
profpe6ts  were  confiderably  enlarged  by  it,  and  the 
addition  to  her  fortune  of  infinitely  more  confe- 
quence thai>  the  lofs  of  fifty  brothers, 

Charles 
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Charles  Herbert  was  now  the  undoubted  heir  to 
her  father's  eft  ate,  which  was  entailed  by  his  grand- 
father on  him,  in  failure  of  male  iflue  from  Sir 
William  -,  her  mother's,  with  all  the  perfonals, 
would  be  hers.  A  defire  of  mixing  in  the  gay 
fcenes  flie  had  reluctantly  been  torn  from,  returned 
with  the  power  of  enjoying  them,  when  (lie  con- 
fefled  her  afFetftion  for  Herbert  5  it  was  done  with 
a  view  of  conciliating  the  favour  of  her  offended 
parents,  whofe  difguft  at  the  levity  and  imprudence 
of  her  conducfi;  threatened  to  fix  her  in  a  fphere  of 
life  flie  detefhed.  As  to  the  young  man,  fhe  had 
once  thought  him  amiable,  but  that  was  before  her 
tafle  was  poliibed  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
great  world  ;  before  ihe  had  been  taught  to  laugh 
at  all  facred  engagements.  Colonel  Mendez  had 
taught  her  many  leffbns,  befides  defpifing  the  lan- 
guage of  truth  ;  and  fond  as  Ibe  once  was  of  him, 
no  perfon  living  could  be  lefs  to  her  tafte  now  than 
Charles  Herbert. 

But  die  knew  her  mother's  folly  in  fetting  a 
value  on  every  thing  that  correfponded  with  her  old- 
fafliioned  notions  that  Sir  William  would  not  op- 
pofe  his  lady  in  any  thing  ;  and  that  a  match  with 
her  coufm  was  always  their  hobby- horfe;  befides, 
owning  a  paihon  for  him  went  a  great  way  towards 
clearing  her  from  fome  unpleafant  reflections  which 
had  been  fpread  concerning  her  coiineClion  with 
Mendez;  then  again  ftie  dearly  loved  mifchief,  and 
if  not  firft  in  Herbert's  afFe6lions,  flie  iliould  have 
the  fatisfaCtion  of  rendering  his  union  impolTible 
with  her,  who  was  ;  fince,  if  he  declined  the  pro- 
pofal,  as  fhe  more  than  expected,  he  muft  either 
flay  abroad  under  the  difgrace  of  his  friends,  or  re- 
turn to  what  fhe  knew  he  would  never  fubmit  to, 
a  fervile  dependence  on  people  who  conceived  them- 
felves  ill-ule4  by  him. 

But 
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But  in  tbofe  conjecflures  flie  was  deceived  ;  for 
Herbert  had  left  England  in  fuch  thorough  con- 
vi£lion  of  Anna's  imprudence,  which,  though  it 
had  indeed  been  rendered  fomething  doubtful  in 
Collet's  firft  letter,  was  brought  to  proof  in  his  fe- 
cond,  he  had  given  up  every  thought  of  her,  but 
thofe  of  regret  and  compaffion. 

His  father's  deplorable  end,  his  increafing  obli- 
gations to  the  Edwins,  their  noble  behaviour  to  his 
mother  and  fifler,  with  their  parental  care  of  him- 
felf,  would  have  drawn  from  him,  at  their  requifi- 
tion,  his  life  without  a  murmur  ;  when,  indeed, 
Mrs.  Herbert  firft  hinted  her  wifh  he  fhould  marry 
his  coufin,  fo  much  he  difliked  the  manners  and 
conduct  he  had  been  witnefs  to  in  that  young  lady, 
it  appeared  to  him  the  much  greater  facrifice,  and 
his  anfwer  to  Mrs.  Herbert  conveyed  a  pofitive  re- 
jeftion  of  the  treaty. 

But  v/hen  his  mother,  on  whom  he  doted,  came 
to  plead  to  him  the  kindnefs  of  Sir  William  and  La- 
dy Edwin,  the  deftitute  and  defencelefs  ftate  (he 
and  his  filler  muft  be  in  if  deferted  by  them,  the 
charge  of  ingratitude  it  would  entail  on  them  all  to 
reje6t  not  only  the  offer  but  the  earnefl  defire  of 
both  the  lady  and  her  friends,  when  (lie  con- 
jured him  not  to  complete  the  wretchednefs  of  his 
mother,  and  affured  him  all  her  hope  of  comfort  in 
this  life  depended  on  his  obliging  her,  v^^hen  fhe 
begged  him  to  recal  to  his  idea  the  many,  many 
years  of  herpaft  life,  in  which  miferyhad  darkened 
her  days  and  red  forfook  her  nights,  and  implored 
him  not  to  let  her  now  experience  that  from  the 
darling  of  her  foul,  which  v/ould-far  exceed  all  flie 
had  yet  fuffered  j  and  when  he  confidered  that  the 
only  woman  he  had  yet  feen,  or  indeed  hoped  to 
fee,  with  whom  his  heart  claimed  alliance,  v/as  loll 
to  him,  and  that  for  ever,  greatly  as  he  diiliked  Ce- 
cilia, he  could  not  prevail  on  himfclf  to  v/ithbold 

the 
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the  confolatlon  his  dear  mother  demanded,  and 
therefore  impowered  her  to  forward  the  affair,  and 
fay  any  thing  flie  pleafed  for  him,  promifing  to 
meet  her  in  London  as  foon  as  fhe  wiflied  :  he 
hkewife  wrote  to  Sir  WiUiam  and  Lady  Edwin, 
and  to  their  daughter,  in  terms  confillent  with  that 
engagement. 

Cecilia  had  no  idea  of  the  matter's  being  fo  haf- 
tily  concluded  ;  her  defign  being  to  avert  the  fen- 
tence  of  living  in  Wales  ;  to  teaze  Herbert,  and  to 
amufe  herfelf ;  however,  as  fhe  knew  no  remedy, 
and  concluded  flie  fhould  be  better  able  to  manage 
him  than  her  parents,  thought  it  beft  to  fubmitwith 
a  grace  to  what  flie  then  faw  no  hopes  of  avoiding. 

Herbert,  by  fetting  out  for  England,  miffed 
Collet's  laft  letter,  giving  an  account  of  Anna's  un- 
expected good  fortune  ;  and  as  Lady  Edwin  had 
not,  in  her  firft  perturbation,  informed  Mrs.  Her- 
bert of  any  of  the  particulars,  only  fnnply,  that  an 
heir  was  found  to  her  brother's  eftate,  it  was  impof- 
fible  he  could  know  that  heir  was  Mifs  Manfel  ; 
what  then  were  his  feelings  when,  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment, he  learned  her  rank  and  fortune  ?  He  was 
Hkewife  convinced,  fhe  had  been  injured  in  every 
report  circulated  to  her  difadvantage. 

Too  late  wasjuftice  done  her  character  ;  his  ho- 
nour was  engaged  ;  he  had  figned  the  ccntra6l,  the 
deeds  w^ere  engroffmg  ;  and  if  that  had  not  been 
the  cafe,  could  he  now  dare  to  afpire  to  a  perfon 
of  her  rank,  courted  and  careffed  by  all  the  world, 
followed  and  admired  as  much  lor  the  beauty  and 
accomplifliments  every  mouth  v/as  full  of,  as  for 
the  eftate  fhe  was  heirefs  to  ? 

It  could  not  be. 

What  then  did  prudence,  reafon,  and  honour 
diClatc  ?  To  avoid  her  fight,  to  fly  from  the  tempta- 
tions of  gazing  on  her,  and  to  decline  all  int^- 
courfes,  or  even  kncv/ledge  of  her  affairs ;  this  was 
the  leflbn  hard  neceffity  taught,  and  which  he  was 

refolving 
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refolving  to  put  in  pradllcej  when  the  calamity  in  Sir 
William's  family  rendered  an  interview  unavoidable. 
Anna  Manfel,  young,  innocent,  and  amiable  at 
Llandore,  captivated  his  heart  before  he  was  f^^nfi- 
ble  of  its  danger,  at  the  inflant  he  believed  her  en- 
gaged ;  his  eyes  dwelt  infenfibly  on  the  attractive 
elegance  of  her  perfon,  his  foul  hung  on  the  ac- 
cents of  her  lips,  and  his  fenfes  were  enraptured 
with  the  fafcinating  charms  of  her  converfation ; 
to  love  her  was  a  part  of  his  nature  he  could  not 
conquer  *,  unconfcious  of  any  defign  of  injury  to 
her,  as  unapprehenfive  of  danger  to  himfelf,  he 
fought  not  to  explore  the  fecret  fprings  of  feelings, 
that  were  no  lefs  new  than  delightful ;  it  was 
enough,  that  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  he  fhould 
fee  her ;  flie  would  liften  with  pleafure  while  he 
read  a  felected  pafTage  from  a  favourite  author ; 
ihe  would  again  fing  the  fong  that  had  yeflerday 
charmed  him ;  if  they  walked  out,  he  fliould  de- 
corate her  bofom,  the  feat  of  purity  and  truth,  with 
a  flower  of  his  culling ;  if  they  converfed,  he  was 
fure  to  find  his  own  fentiments  endeared  to  his 
reafon  by  a  recolleftion  that  they  were  hers ;  but 
no  farther  thought  ruffled  the  ferenity  of  the  pre- 
fent,  or  alarmed  him  with  the  apprehenfion  for  the 
future,  till  Anna  began  to  abfent  herfelf  from  Llan- 
dore, and  the  day  was  fixed  for  her  departure. 

Then  the  pangs  he  felt  revealed  a  fecret  pregnant 
with  defpair  and  difappointment ;  her  circumftances 
fo  narrow,  his  own  fo  dependant,  his  parents  form- 
ing fuch  hopes  from  his  advancement  in  life,  how 
could  he  difpenfe  with  the  duty  he  owed  them  or 
anfwer  to  his  own  honour,  any  attempt  to  feduce 
the  affeclions  of  an  amiable  young  creature,  from 
the  perfon  to  whom  he  underftood  (he  was  en- 
gaged. 

We  have  feen  the  progrefs  of  his  affection  after  • 
their  interview  in  London,  which  could  not  now. 
increafe,  and  which  had  not  fuffered  abatement. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.        LXXXIII. 


Old  Habits  foe n  rcfumc. 


Ml 


.RS.  Edwin's  guardian  refufing  to  receive  her, 
fhe  was,  for  the  prefent,  removed  to  lodgings  ;  and 
Mr.  Edwin  fent  down  in  great  (late  to  the  family- 
vault  for  interment,  attended  by  Herbert,  who 
carried  with  him  Sir  William's  recommendations  to 
be  returned  for  the  borough  in  the  room  of  his  de- 
ceafed  father. 

Lady  Edwin,  whofe  foul,  though  it  felt,  funk 
not  under  woes  which  are  the  common  lot  of  man- 
kind, lamented  more  the  degeneracy  of  her  fon  than 
his  death  ;  conftitutionaily  attached  to  the  dignity 
of  her  family,  (he  confidered  his  early  fate,  though 
it  wrung  all  the  mother  in  her  foul,  as  a  period  to 
the  immorality  and  extravagance  of  his  a6lions  ; 
fuch  a  life  refie<£led  difgrace  on  the  blood  of  the 
Trevanions  ;  had  it  been  continued,  the  eftate  as 
well  as  name,  as  far  as  it  depended  on  him,  the 
one  muft  have  been  branded  with  difhonour,  the 
other  divided  among  fliarpers. 

Anna  was  now  literally  the  pride  and  hope  of  her 
aunt,  in  her  (he  delighted,  and  with  her  fhe  chiefly 
fpent  her  time  ;  for  as  to  her  daughter,  fhe  had  a 
fettled  ill  opinion  of  her  principles  ;  to  deviate  from 
the  truth  was  in  Lady  Edwin's  eftimation,  a  prog- 
noflic  of  the  word  kind  \  and  Mifs  Edwin  minded 
not  confirming  fuch  deviations  with  the  moft  folemn 
afTeverations  to  carry  her  point. 

Wearied 
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AVearled  by  a  vain  oppofition  to  her  obflinacy  and 
foon  hoping  to  fee  her  married  to  Herbert,  (he 
was  again  permitted  to  receive  and  pay  her  own  vi- 
fits,  though  under  reftri£lions,  which  flie  regarded 
not  ;  but  indecent  as  it  muft  appear,  Mrs.  Edwin 
was  no  fooner  recovered,  and  in  her  own  houfe, 
than  whenever  CeciHa  could  efcape  the  obfervation 
of  her  mother,  they  were  infeparable. 

The  young  widow,  it  is  true,  had  the  modefly 
to  keep  at  home  •,  but  though  fhe  had  loved  the 
Count,  her  mind  had  no  refources  within  itfelf  j  to 
be  alone  was  to  her  the  moil  frightful  folitude  ;  and 
{hut  out  by  her  imprudence  from  the  m.ofb  valuable 
part  of  fociety,  it  required  little  pains  to  induce  her 
to  accept  the  company  leail  calculated  to  retrieve 
her  lofl  reputation,  rather  than  be  alone. 

Her  large  eftate,  and  the  great  perfonal  fortune 
fettled  on  the  heirs  of  a  v/oman  who  was  yet  child- 
lefs,  rendered  her  a  moil  interefting  objecSl:  to  an 
olTicer  in  the  guards.  Captain  McUifli,  with  the 
afliflance  of  a  handfome  figure,  and  a  competent 
degree  of  aflurance,  contrived  to  introduce  himfelf 
in  a  moft  favourable  light  to  Mrs.  Edwin  ;  it  w^as 
not  feldom  he  there  met  Cecilia,  and  the  ilory  of 
the  Count  and  Mendez  being  too  recent  to  be  for- 
got, it  furni{?ied  him  with  a  hint  of  providing  for  a 
brother  ofRcer,  who  he  accordingly  introduced, 
and  who  as  naturally  fell  defperately  in  love  with 
Mifs  Edwin,  as  he  had  himfelf  done  wnth  the  young 
widow. 

Of  this  connexion  the  family  in  Grofvenorfquare 
were  ignorant ;  but  Mrs.  Wellers  and  Lady  Anna 
heard  it  from  every  quarter  j  it  was  circulated  in 
the  morning  vifits,  fneered  at  after  dinner,  circum- 
ftantially  repeated  at  tea,  and  between  the  deals 
fpoke  of  at  the  card  table  of  every  genteel  family  in 
the  vicinity  of  St.  James's,  excepting   only   at   Sir 

William 
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William  Edwin's   and  (while   they  were  prefent,) 
where  they  vifited. 

Mr.  Herbert  being  daily  cxpeded  in  town  to  take 
his  feat,  and  the  Edwin  family  detained  only  by 
Anna's  affairs,  which  were  nearly  fettled,  it  was 
judged  moll  prudent  to  avoid  adding  to  their  afflic- 
tions, by  hinting  at  an  affair  that  ingrofled  fo  much 
the  chat  of  the  town. 

Amidft  the  fplendour  of  riches,  and  In  the  high- 
eft  enjoyment  of  all  they  could  purchafe,  Anna 
found  in  her  internal  wretchednefs,  the  fallacy  and 
inefhcacy  of  mere  affluence,  when  the  heart  is  not 
at  eafe. 

Jt  was  in  vain  the  good  Mr.  Bently  continued 
his  efforts  to  divert  her  attention  from  her  own  for- 
rows,  by  adminiftering  relief  to  the  lefs  corrofive 
ones  of  others  ;  fhe  was  the  chearful  giver,  and  the 
blefhng  of  the  faint-hearted  followed  her  Heps  j  but 
all  would  not  do  j  the  anguifli  of  her  mind  not  on- 
ly preyed  on  her  fpirits,  but  vifibly  injured  her 
health  y  and  though  flie  kept  them  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  from  her  friends,  had  many  complaints  that 
indicated  an  early  period  to  a  life,  not  more  valua- 
ble to  her  own  circle,  than  to  fociety  in  general. 

Mr.  Mordant  was  diilrafted  at  the  alteration  in 
her  looks  ;  and  Collet^  who  M'as  no  lefs  a  favourite 
with  Bently  for  the  honefly  of  his  principles  than  for 
his  medicinal  fkill,  had  a  plain  neat  chariot  given 
him,  with  a  pair  of  ftrong  black  horfes,  on  purpofe 
to  vifit  her  daily. 

Such  a  rapid  rife  in  the  fortune  of  an  apothecary, 
who  did  not  poflefs  faculties  that  would  at  all  get 
him  on  in  his  own  village,  could  not  fail  of  exciting 
curlofity ;  and  perhaps  my  reader  will  fufpe61:  from 
the  fpecimen  I  have  already  given,  fome  little  fcan- 
dal  found  its  way  into  the  furmifes  of  the  judicious 
inhabitants  of  Layton. 

But 


212  ANNA. 

But  no  fuch  thing  happened.  Had  Mr.  Collet 
been  obliged,  from  unforefeen  lol^es,  the  decreafe 
of  his  patients,  the  illiberal  refie(5>ions  of  his  neigh- 
bours, or  any  other  caufe,  to  have  laid  down  a  cha- 
riot, inftead  of  fetting  it  up,  it  would  have  been  a 
moil  fortunate  circumftance,  in  that  it  would  have 
furnifhed  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  place 
with  an  occafion  of  repeating  every  little  folly  of 
his  life  j  it  would  have  given  them  a  pretence  to  fit 
in  judgment  on  all  the  errors  he^either  had,  or  was 
faid  to  have  committed  ;  and  finallyj  it  would  have 
offered  a  fine  opportunity  for  them  to  difplay  the 
compaffion  of  their  natures  by  pitying  the  poor  fel- 
low, and  their  penetration  in  having  aKvays  thought 
what  it  would  come  to. 

In  the  prefent  cafe  his  chariot 
Increafed  his  praftife  ; 
Improved  his  (kill  ; 
Gave  theyV  fiefgai  quoi  to  his  perfon  j 
Brought  him  invitations  to  dinner  ; 
Introduced  him  to  Mrs.  Bibbins's  tea-table  ; 
And  induced  a  lady  that  kept  a  boarding-fchool 
in  the  town,  with  whom  he  had  long  been  ena- 
moured, to  make  fuch  advances  to  the  diffident  apo- 
thecary,   as   opened  his  mouth,    and  gave  Lady 
Anna  an  opportunity  of  conferring  on  them   the 
honour  of  her  prefence  at   their  nuptials,  which 
were  celebrated  at  her  houfe,  with  fpecial  licenfe, 
by  Mr.  Manfel,  when  Mifs  Herbert  did  Mrs.  Col- 
let the  honour  of  {landing  bridemaid.     That  after- 
noon brought  to  I^ady  Anna  a  letter  from  Wilkin- 
fon,  inclofed  in  one  to  Mr.  Manfel,  both  which  he 
prefented  to  her  ;  fhe   immediately  apologized  to 
her  company   for  the  refpeft,  fhe  faid,  fhe  mufl 
fhew  an  old  friend,  and  then  read  as  follows  : 


To 
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To  the  RevereAd  David  Mansel. 

"   Dear  Sir, 

*«  THE  abfence  of  our  worthy  paftor  from  his 
**  flock,  though  very  decently  fuppHcd  in  point  of 
*'  parochial  duty,  cannot  be  more  fenfibly  felt  by 
"  any  one  among  them  than  myfelf ;  when  will 
"  our  good  re6lor  return  ?  is  a  queftion  conftantly 
"  afked  of  me  ;  it  is  a  queftion  I  heartily  wifh  I 
*'  could  anfw^er. 

"  You  have  been  fo  good  as  to  affign  very  kind 
"  and  confi derate  reafons  for  not  letting  me  know 
*'  the  fuccefs  of  your  inquiries  after  Lady  Anna 
*'  Trevanion  ;  I  have  brought  my  mind  to  rejoice 
"  in  the  difcovery  ;  I  exult  in  the  certainty  of  fee- 
"  ing  the  lovelieft  and  m.olt  amiable  of  women  in 
"  a  rank,  where  her  ex^^mple  and  merit  will  be 
"  equally  and  confpicuoufly  beneficial  to  an  admi- 
"  ring  world  5  you  fay,  when  I  can,  from  my  heart, 
"  offer  my  congratulations  on  this  event,  you  will 
"  lay  them  at  the  feet  of  your  charming  patronefs  ; 
"  that  time  is  now  arrived  ;  with  refpe^l  to  her  my 
'^  chief  happinefs  is,  that  I  had  the  penetration  to 
**  diftinguilh.  to  love,  not  indeed  before  fhe  was 
*'  the  object  of  adoration  to  all  who  knew  her, 
"  but  before  one  view  could  be  attributed  to  me, 
''  but  the  purefl  affedlion. 

*'  The  letter  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to  her 
"  raay  expofe  me  to  cenfure  as  a  vain  man,  but  I 
*'  flatter  •  .yfelf  flrong  proofs  would  be  necelTary 
"  to  prove  me  a  diflioncil  one;  if  m.y  requeft  is 
*'  honoured  Vvith  Lady  Anna's  approbation,  fhe 
"  will  communicate  it  to  you,  Sir,  and  I  v/ill  hope 
"  your  good  oflice  on  the  fubje6l  it  contains  ;  if 

"  not. 
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"  not,  fhe  will  have  the  goodnefs   to  conceal   the 
*'  error  of,  dear  Sir, 

"  Your  gratefully  obliged, 

"  humble  fervant, 

"  Edward  Wilkinson." 

To  Lady  Anna  Trevanion. 

( Inclofed  iti  the  fo  re  going. ) 

«'  Madam, 

*'  IF  the  crooked  lines  of  this  letter  fpeak  any 
'^  other  language  than  that  of  the  mod  friendly  con- 
"  gratulations  on  your  reftoration  to  that  family, 
**  and  thofe  honours  you  was  born  to  adorn,  they 
**  do  injuitice  to  my  feelings,  fmce,  ardent  as  were 
**  my  wifhes,  they  were  ever  damped  by  a  prefen- 
**  timent  of  your  fuperiority  and  my  own  unwor- 
''  thinefs  j  and  the  difcovery,  that  I  was  not  mif- 
**  taken,  though  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  know 
'*  how,  was  what  I  rather  expelled  than  feared  ; 
'*  accept  then,  madam,  from  a  heart,  that,  towards 
"  you,  has  never  known  guile,  the  fmcereft  con- 
**  gratulations  ;  and  happy  as  you  are  in  the  poiTef- 
'^  fion  of  every  earthly  bleiTmg,  forgive  the  farther 
*'  boldnefs  of  one  who  would  die  to  ferve,  or  give 
"  you  pleafure. 

"  I  am,  madam,  by  the  favour  of  my  late  friend, 
"  Mr.  Herbert,  already  in  poUelfion  of  confiderable 
"  property,  the  produce  of  my  ihare  in  the  iron 
"  works  my  own  induftry  has  brought  to  be  fo  be- 
"  neficial  to  the  company.     My  lot  is  fixed  here, 

«  far 
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^'  far  from  the  fociety  my  inclinations  would  lead 
"  me  to,  and  here  I  muft  continue,  at  leall,  for 
"  fome  years,  before  the  bleffmgs  of  independence 
^'  will  empower  me  to  fix  on  any  other  refidence. 
"  I  am  formed  for  fociety  ;  my  heart  wants  a  part- 
"  ner;  do  you  know  in  the  number  of  your  friends, 
**  madam,  one  who  would  receive  it,  torn  and 
"  mangled  as  it  is,  with  its  firfl:  attachment  ?  Mr. 
"  Herbert's  laft  words  to  me  were, 

«  Remember  my  kindnefs  to  you." 

"  The  injunction  was  necdlefs.  I  can  never  for- 
"  get  it.  If  vanity  and  my  own  wiflies  millead  me, 
"  Lady  Anna  Trevanion  will  pity,  without  expo- 
"  fmg,  the  folly  of  her  friend. 

"  I  have  thought,  in  the  mild  refulgent  luftrc  of 
"  Mifs  Herbert's  eyes,  I  have  feen  fhe  inherited 
"  her  father's  fentiments  ;  if  I  am  honoured  with 
"  your  approbation,  I  fhall  certainly  try,  whether 
<<  I  am  mifliaken  or  not,  but  it  is  in  your  power  to 
*'  fdence  me  for  ever,  as  my  obedience  to  your 
<'  commands,  my  veneration  for  your  judgment, 
"  and  my  refpe£l:  for  you,  and  yours,  can  end  only 
"  with  the  life  of, 

"  Madam, 
**  Your  moll  obedient, 
"  And  devoted, 
"  humble  fervant, 

"  E.  Wilkinson." 


Mifs  Herbert,  whofe  curiofit^'  was  very  ftrongly 
excited  by  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Manfel  deli- 
vered 
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vered  Wilkinfon's  letter,  as  well  as  the  eagernefs 
with  which  it  was  perufed,  turned  fo  fick  before  it 
Was  finifhed,  fhe  was  obliged  to  quit  the  room ; 
our  heroine  immediately  followed  her,  and  quef- 
tioned  her  with  great  tendernefs,  on  the  caufe  of 
her  fudden  indifpofition ;  her  evafions,  accompa- 
nied with  glowing  cheeks  and  confcious  glances 
from  her  eyes,  at  the  letter,  convinced  Anna  fhe 
had  the  caufe  in  her  hand  ;  however,  fhe  forbore 
prefTing  her  farther,  and  was  going,  when  Mifs 
Herbert,  gently  detaining  her  hand  faid,  "  dear 
^*  Lady  Anna,  anfwer  me  one  queftion  ;"  "  a 
«*  thoufand,  my  dear  Patty  ;  what  would  you 
"  know  ?"  She  again  coloured  deeply,  and  in  a 
low  voice  hardly  amounting  to  a  whifper,  afked, 
"  if  Wilkinfon's  generous  difinterefted  paffion  was 
"  at  laft  to  be  rewarded  ?" 

"  I  believe  it  is,  my  dear,"  anfwered  x\nna ; 
"  but  not  by  me  •,  there  is  his  letter,  I  leave  it  for 
'*  your  perufal,  and  when  you  have  fo  done,  if 
**  your  ficknefs  fhould  be  quite  gone  off*,  you  will 
**  be  fo  good  as  to  return  to  the  company." 

The  reader  is  by  this  time  in  poiTeiTion  of  a  fecret 
long  kept,  and  carefully  guarded  in  the  bofom  of 
Mifs  Herbert  j  from  her  infancy  up,  Ihe  beheld 
Wilkinfon  with  a  partial  regard*,  when  he  ad- 
drefled  Anna  at  Llandore,  fiie  felt  every  uneafmefs 
a  perfon  of  her  placid  turn  could  be  fubjeft  to,  in 
fuch  a  fituation  ;  but  as  he  had  never  made  the  moi!: 
diflant  advances  to  her,  fne  kept  from  every  crea- 
ture living  the  preference  with  which  flie  honoured 
him  ;  and  hers  would,  as  mofl  other  hopelefs  paf- 
fions  are  apt  to  do,  have  died  away,  v/ithout  any 
material  injury  to  her  health  or  fpiritn  ;  but  when, 
at  the  death  of  her  father,  Mrs.  Herbert  found  in 
him  the  tender  and  refpe6lful  foiicitude  of  a  fon,  as 
well  as  the  unremitting  attention,  to  her  affairs,  of  a 
fincere  frieiKi  j  when  the  aiFedlion  of  a  brother  was. 

added 
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added  to  the  refpe£t  he  had  ever  fliewn  her,  the 
gentle  heart  of  Patty  was  irrevocably  loft,  and  gra-' 
titude  gave  too  great  a  fan£lion  to  her  regard  for 
him,  for  prudence  to  keep  either  within  bounds ; 
fhegave  a  loofe  to  fentiments  fo  laudably  founded  ; 
and  Anna  being  now  out  of  the  reach  of  his  addref- 
fes,  indulged  the  moft  flattering  hopes,  that  fhe 
(hould  be  the  next  object  of  his  choice. 

The  letter  from  him  delivered  with  fuch  form  by 
Mr.  Manfel,  fhocked  and  alarmed  her  ;  was  Patty 
Herbert  a  queen,  Wilkinfon  fhould  fhare  her  crown  ; 
and  why  might  not  worth,  like  his,  be  equally  ac- 
ceptable to  Lady  Anna  ?  thence  her  agitation  and 
ficknefs ;  but  left  alone  to  read  a  letter,  every  line  of 
which,  in  her  opinion,  might  have  been  penned  by  a 
Cicero,  her  tranfports  were  lively  and  fmcere. 

*'  Ah  !"  exclaimed  fhe,  ''  my  eyes  were  never 
"  before  in  my  favour  !  how  often  have  I  lamented 
"  their  truant  variation  from  the  colour  of  the  reft 
*'  of  my  family,  and  envied  Charles  his  fine  dark 
"  ones  ?  but  now  I  would  not  change  them,  no 
"  not  for  Lady  Anna's."  With  a  light  heart  and 
pleafed  look,  flie  re-entered  the  drawing  room,  and 
reftored,  though  rather  reluctantly,  the  letter  fliC 
fo  highly  prized. 

"  Well,  my  dear,"  faid  Lady  Anna,  archly, 
*'  is  your  queftion  anfwercd  ?" — "  Lord,  what 
^'  nonfenfe  !"  was  the  bluftiing  anfwer. 

Manfel  guefted  the  fubje61:,  and  gaily  offered  any 
wager,  he  ftiould  have  the  pleafure  of  performing 
the  facred  ceremony  again  within  a  month. 

**  A  month  !"  repeated  Patty  ;  "  no,  indeed, 
Mr.  Manfel." 

The  laughter  of  the  company  reminded  her  the 
little  occafion  there  was  for  her  anfwering  the  good 
man,  as  it  explained  to  them  what  they  would  not 
elfe  have  fo  foon  fufpe£ted,  that  flie  was  one  of  the 
parties  alluded  to.     After  a  day  fpent  in  harmony 
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and  good  humour,  they  parted  early  on  account 
of  the  bride  and  bridegroom's  return  to  Lay  ton. 


CHAP.       LXXXIV. 


More  Family  Pride, 

j\  NNA  felt  the  higheft  pleafure  in  the  profpe£l 
of  feeing  her  friend  happy  :  {he  undertook  to  fet 
her  down  in  Grofvenor  fquare,  in  order  to  found 
Mrs.  Herbert  and  Lady  Edwin  •,  by  the  firft,  the 
offer  was  received  with  unaffe6led  pleafure.  Wil- 
kinfon  was  the  man  in  the  world  ihe  would  chufe 
for  Patty  ;  the  latter  faid,  "  no  objection  could  be 
*'  made  to  the  man,  but  his  origin  muft,  from  his 
*'  trade,  have  been  very  mean,  and  his  family  fuch, 
*'  as  it  would  be  impoflible  for  them  to  mix 
«  with." 

"  Oh,"  anfwered  Patty  eagerly,  '*  he  has  told 
'*  mama  and  me    a  thoufand  times,  he  had  not " 
*'  a  relation  in  the  world." 

"  Really,"  faid  Anna,  furprized,  "  I  little 
*'  thought,  at  Llandore,  there  was  fo  great  a  fimi- 
**  larity  in  our  circumflances  •,  why  may  we  not 
**  fuppofe,"  continued  fhe  to  Lady  Edwin,  **  the 
**  meannefs  of  this  worthy  young  man's  bringing 
**  up,  is  owing  to  fome  particular  misfortune  in 
^*  his  family  ;  he  certainly  polfeffes  fentimenis  and 
*'  principles  that  would  do  honour  to  the  moil  ele- 
*'  vated  ftation  ;  and  as  to  his  trade,  how  near  was  I 
*'  being  an  apprentice  to  a  mantua-maker  ? — Well," 
returned  Lady  Edwin,  "  let  him  come  up  ;  and  if 

"  Patty 
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"  Patty — but  I  fee  no  objedion  will  lay  with  her, 
''  we  will  inquire  into  his  connections." 

■  At  this  inllant  Herbert  entered  the  room — Anna 
rofe  immediately,  it  was  late,  fhe  had  an  appoint- 
ment. 

**  Nay,  my  dear,"  faid  Lady  Edwin,  "  we  have 
"  another  wedding  to  fettle,  you  fhall  not  go,  you 
**  are  now  the  principal  of  the  Trevanion  family, 
"  it  is  proper  you  fhould  be  confulted." 

"  Who  I,  madam  ?"  anfwerod  Anna,  trembling 
violently;  "  indeed  I  can't — I  beg — you  muit  par- 
"  don  me,  I  can  have  no  kind  of  right  ; — I— in- 
"  deed." 

*'  Anna,"  faid  her  aunt,  interrupting  her,  "  you 
*^  millake  this  matter  ;  but  if  not  fo,  pray  oblige 
"  me."  She  was  re-feated,  hardly  able  to  conceal 
her  emotions  j  not  daring  to  trull  her  eyes 
towards  Herbert,  flie  returned  his  bow  to  her  with 
a  flight  inclination  of  her  head,  which  had  more  the 
appearance;  of  the  lliiF  pride,  of  liady  Edwin  to  a 
peer  of  yellcrday,  than  the  gentle  elegance  of  Anna 
Trevanion.         '  ■-  ^:    I  ot     •^^    ■ 

:",Well,  Charles,"  faid  Lady  Edwin,  J!=  we  have 
"-  .h^ard  of  yoiurJCuiEcef^-^have  yoii  feen  my  daugh- 

.(ter  I     T,',    ii/:    ■>    i  ,/  (I    ^[     r- 

"  I  am  juft  come  from  her  dreiTnhg-rooiTi." 
..**  ■  Yoii*  Vvent'  to "^  her  /ifft.  then  ;  that  vl^as  quite 
**;  right; ;  but 'he  is  ever  wrong,  filter  ?" 

Mrs.  Herbert's  eyes  gliftened  -,  her  fon  bowed. 
"  I  hope,"  continued  Lady  Edwin,  "  fhe  is  pleafed 
**  at  the  honour  conferred  on  you  by  your  country- 
«..men.":    .'        :■,;;,., 

"  I  hope  fo,"  wa$  thfeanfwer, 

:"  Sir  William  is  al  conftant  attendant  at  the 
"  houfe.  I  fliould  imagine,  Charles,  you  may  do 
**  your  duty  by  your  conllituents,  without  being  fo 
"very  punduai." — It  would  be  his  grcatelt  pride 
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and  pleafure  to  merit  the  approbation  of  his 
friends. 

"  Oh  had  my  dear  unhappy  Hugh  but  poflefled 
*'  half  your  diferetion,  how  fhould  I  at  this  mo- 
*'  ment  exult,  inftead  of  mourning  as  I  inceflantly 
"'  muft,  not  only  the  lofs  of  my  fon,  but  of  his 
''  honour  ?  but  let  us  avoid  fo  unpleafmg  a  retro- 
*'  fpect ;  I  have  yet  left  the  confoling  hope  of  feeing 
*'  my  daughter  happy,  of  uniting  her  to  a  young 
*'  man,  wliofe  own  honour  and  goodnefs  will  be 
*'  the  beft  fccurity  for  hers ;  and  now  we  are  alone, 
*'-I.will  tell  you  how  Sir  William  and  I"  propofe 
*^  you  fhall  be  eftablifhed  ;  he  has  given  direction 
"  to  put  your  father's  family  feat  in  complete  order 
*'  and  repair,  which,  together  with  the  redeemed 
*'  eitate,  will  be  immediately  yours  ;  that  and  ten 
*'  thoufand  pounds  ready  money,  will,  we  think 
*'  be  a  proper  fetting  out  for  fuch  a  young  pair  ;  iind 
*'  as  Cecilia  now  (fighing)  will,  firft  and  lall  be 
*'  a  great  fortune,  we  fhall  make  what  additions  to 
''  your  income  an  increafe  of  family  may  render  ne- 
*'  ceflary  to  fupport  your  rank  in  the  world  ;  at 
**  Sir  William's  death,  his  eftate  comes  to  you, 
**  as  matter  of  right  ;  as  mine,  which  I  inherit  by 
*'  my  grandmother's  will,  bcfides  all  our  perfo- 
**  nals,  does  to  her.  '-       i        ' 

"You  have  often  wondered  fifl:er,"'t0Mts>.  Her- 
bert, "  at  my  chufing  to  refide  at  Dennis  Place; 
*'  you  fee  now,  in  the  claims  of  my  niece,  a  good 
*'•  reafonfor  it  ;  it  was  the  family  refidence  of  my 
**  anceftors  on  my  mother's  fide,  and  from  my  fa- 
"  ther's  death  I  have  always  looked  with  expe6la- 
"  tion  to  what  has  happened  ;  but  happy  as  I  am 
"  to  refign  to  Lady  Anna  her  father's  eftate,  it 
"  might  not  have  been  fo  pleafing  to  give  up  my 
'*  manfion, — forgive  me,  niece,  I  know  what  you 
"  would  fay  v/ith  that  generous  earneftnefs  in  your 
"  countenance,  but  Lady  Edwin  could  not  accept 

"  that 


ANNA.  221 

**  that  from  courtefy,  to  which  fhc  had  not  a  legal 
"  right. — I  have  taken  care  Trevanion  Houfe,  the 
**  revered  fpot  which  has  given  hirth  to  fo  many  he- 
"  roes,  ihculd  not  wear  the  appearance  of  being 
"  deferted  ;  but  my  home  has  always  been  at  my 
"  own  palace  ;  your  mother,  Charles,  likes  IJan- 
"  dore,  and  Patty  feems  inclined  to  fettle  there — 
**  have  you  any  objecftions  to  what  I  have  faid  ?" 

While  Lady  Edwin,  with  a  folemnity  irlfpired 
with  the  recent  calamity  in  her  family,  was  thus 
laying  dowji  a  plan  no  !cfs  generoufly  than  prudently 
concerted,  betwixt  Sir  William  and  herfelf,  the 
fenfations  of  her  auditors  were,  though  all  earnejftly 
attentive,  very  different.  Mrs.  'Herbert's  were 
thofe  of; grateful  joy  and  maternal  exultation,  at  the 
fplendid  change  a  few  months  had  brought  about  in 
her  fon'sprofpe61:$;  tears  of  thankful  piety  ran  down 
her  cheek,  and  her  whole  foul  bent  in  humble  ac- 
knowledgments to  Go  J  :  (lie  was  ready  to  cry  out 
with  the  pfalmill,  //  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been 
afflicted, 

Patty's  heart  expanded  with  fraternal  affetlion, 
and  it  bounded  in  the  happy  ftate  of  her  own  hopes; 
but  Herbert  fat  the  image  of  defpair.  *'  You  are 
*^  too-  good,  madam,"  faid  he,  with  a  burfling 
heart  and  fwimmingeyes.  Often  had  thofe  eyes 
been  (ten  melting  with  fenfibility,  overflowing  wirh 
compafTion  ;  and  often  had  that  heart  throbbed  at 
woes  in  which  pity  only  gave  him  a  fliare  j  ;;cw, 
for  his  own  fate,  he  could  have  dropped  tears  of 
blood.  There  fat  in  his  view  all  he  adored  on 
earth,  and  he  was  liftening  to  the  particular  terms 
of  an  engagement,  from  which  he  could  not  recede, 
and  which  mud,  by  a  voluntary  a£l  of  his  own, 
deprive  him  of  her  for  ever.  Anna's  feelings, 
whatever  they  were,  were  foon,  in  fome  meafure, 
diverted  by  Lady  Edwin's  thus  addrefling  her  : 

«  And 
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"  And  now,  my  dear  niece,"  faid  fhe,  "  I  have 
"  no  concern  in  this  world  but  for  you  *,  how  is  it, 
*'  that  fo  many  offers  of  the  firfh  rank  have  been 
"  fo  peremptorily  declined?  Sir  AVilliam  is  perpe- 
"  tually  courted  for  his  intereft  with  our  charm - 
**  ing  niece  to  make  her  election  j  I  have  never 
"  fpoke  to  you  on  the  fubject  before,  nor  fliould  I 
"  now,  but  my  hopes,  fo  exceedingly  difappointed 
'*  where  they  were  moft  fanguine,  in  fupport  of 
"  the  honour  of  my  ancient  family,  bid  mc 
**  look  to  you  for  their  revival ;  a  revival  a61:ually 
**  necelTary  to  my  exiftence.  Sir  Howel  Gwyn, 
"  of  a  houfe  as  refpedlable  as  our  own,  with 
"  his  original  inheritance  unalienated  in  any 
"  part,  paflionately  admires  Lady  Anna  Treva- 
«  nion." 

"  Ah,  madam,  forbear,"  interrupted  Anna,  in 
a  faint  voice,  her  fpirits  funk  into  a  ftate  of  nervous 
debility,  ''  urge  not  a  change  in  my  condition  ;  I 
*'  never,  no  never,  will  confent  to  j"  and,  perceiv- 
ing the  furprize  of  Lady  Edwin  to  be  vifibly  at- 
tended with  difpleafure  at  fuch  a  pofitive  declara- 
tion of  fentiments  fo  repugnant  to  her  wifhes,  add- 
ed, "  did  I  not  promife  my  coufin  to  be  your  com- 
"  forter  ?  Are  you  not  now  difpofing  of  your 
"  daughter  ?  fuffer  me,  my  dear  aunt,  to  be  your 
*'  Anna  Trevanion ;  why  (hould  I  be  in  fuch  hade 
"  to  part  with  a  name  fo  lately  aflumed  and  fo 
"  highly  valued  ?" 

The  conclufion  of  this  fpeech  mollified  the  un- 
pleafant  beginning  ;  it  was  addrefled  to  the  vulne- 
rable part  of  Lady  Edwin,  and  could  not  fail  of  be- 
ing acceptable ;  it  had  indeed  often  ftruck  her,  that 
a  match  for  her  niece  might  offer,  not  beneath  her 
acceptance,  either  in  blood  or  fortune,  who,  for 
the  pofiellion  of  fuch  a  defirable  woman  with  fo 
large  an  eftate^  might  confent  to  take  the  name  of 
Trevanion,  and  the  value  fet  on  it  by  Anna  was  fo 

flattering 
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flattering  to  her  wiflies,  that  it  brought  tears  of 
pleafure  into  her  eyes. 

She  was  not  tlie  only  perfon  prefent  fo  affeclcd ; 
Herbert  (though  certain  Ihc  could  never  be  his) 
heard,  with  trembling  anxiety,  Lady  Edwin's 
fpeech  of  marriage  to  Anna,  the  never ^  no  never y 
from  the  lips  of  her  he  adored  with  decided  ear- 
neftnefs  revived  his  foul,  and  excefs  of  pleafure 
took  the  place  which  the  pangs  of  defpair  had  a. 
moment  before  dreadfully  filled. 

Anna  was  fufiered  to  retire  before  fupper, 
though  with  great  relu6lan:e  on  the  part  of  her 
friends,  who  prefTed  her  Hay.  Comfortlefs  and 
wretched,  fhe  threw  herfelf  into  her  carriage,  to 
which  flie  was  attended  by  Herbert,  the  aid  of 
v/hofe  trembling  hand,  in  filence  oftered,  v/as  in 
filence  rejecSVed. 

At  her  return  horrc,  anxious  to  carry  her  ideas 
out  of  herfelf,  and  notwithfcanding  her  own  loft 
happinefs,  folici'-cus  for  th7:t  of  her  friends,  fhe 
wrote  the  following  letter  to  V^'ilkinfon  : 

*'  HOW  many  obligations  have  I  to  acknow- 
"  ledge  to  my  friend  Mr.  Wilkinfon  ?  how  many 
**  apologies  are  due  to  him,  for  my  fufFering  any 
*'  engagement  to  prevent  my  telling  him,  how  fen- 
"  fible  I  am  of  his  unwearied  folicitude  in  my  be- 
**  half,  when  almpft  friendlefs  his  kindnefs  would 
"  have  protected  me  from  the  diftrefs  I  Vvas  fated 
"  to  experience  ? 

"  The  affedion  you  profeiTed  for  me,  I  fhall 
**  always  efteem  an  honour,  and  reflecSh  on  with 
"  pleafure  \  no  gratification  can  equal  that  of  being 
"  diftinguifhed  by  a  virtuous  mind. 

"  I  have  examined  the  circle  of  my  friends ; 
**  the  eye  you  allude  to,  fpeaks  the  language  of. 
**  truth  and  innocence,  and  you,  I  believe,  un- 
"  derftahd  it.  I  have  prepared  Lady  Edwin  to 
"  efteem  my  friend  Mr.  Wilkinfon  \  Mrs.  Herbert 

«  is 
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**  is  only  more  partial  to  her  own  fon.  I 
"  cannot  difpenfe  with  receiving  your  gratiilations 
**  at  fuch  a  diflance,  you  mufl  come,  and  let  us 
**  hear,  if  you  can  talk  as  well  as  you  can 
'*  write. 

"  A.  Trevanion." 


CHAP.      LXXXV. 


A  Man  of  no  Family, 


W] 


I T  H  I N  a  week  from  the  date  of  Lady 
Anna's  letter,  Wilkinfon  arrived  in  town.  He 
waited  on  her,  and  paid  his  unembarrafled  com- 
pliments on  her  fituation  j  {he  with  pleafure  ob- 
ferved  it,  and  exprefled  her  high  fatisfa£lion  at  fee- 
ing him.  Her  vifits  were  lefs  and  iefs  frequent  in 
Grofvenor  Square,  and  fhe  excufed  herfelf  when- 
ever flie  could  from  going  there,  but  on  this  occa- 
fion  flie  was  refolved  to  impofe  on  herfelf  a  fenfible 
mortification,  to  be  of  fervice  to  her  friends :  {he 
therefore  took  him  there  in  her  vis-a-vis.  Sir 
William,  who  always  paid  the  higheft  deference 
to  her  judgment,  on  her  very  favourable  introduc- 
tion of  Wilkinfon,  gave  his  ready  confent  to  his 
addrefTes,  though  Lady  Edwin  ftill  adhered  to  her 
firft  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  know  more  of  his 
origin,  before  he  was  honoured  with  their  general 
approbation. 

The  young  man,  rather  abaflied  at  this  objec- 
tion   not  put  in  the  moil  delicate  terms,  after  a 

little 
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little  hefitation,  told  her  his  birth  was- meaner  than 
perhaps  flie  had  any  idea  of;  for  though  he  knew 
he  had  loft  his  mother  in  child-birth,  the  woman 
of  the  houfe,  a  very  poor  one,  could  never  tell 
whether  (lie  had  dropped  out  of  the  clouds,  or 
fprung  out  of  the  earth  ;  but,  however,  he  be- 
lieved he  muft  fubmit  to  the  odium  of  pafting  for 
the  illegitimate  offspring  of  that  mother.  He  add- 
ed, nobody  ever  appeared  to  claim  kindred  with 
her,  which  he  prcfumed  would  not  have  been  the 
cafe,  had  fhe  not  been  very  poor ;  he  was,  he  faid, 
with  a  fmothered  agitation  and  a  mixture  of  pride 
and  indifference,  fent  to  a  workhoufe,  and  from 
thence  put  apprentice  to  a  whitefmith. 

Anna's  looks  bore  teftimony  to  her  feelings 
during  this  narration,  and  Patty  was  obliged  to 
quit  the  room  !  Lady  Edwin  applauded  his  inge-' 
nuity,  and  afked,  if  the  perfon  was  ahve  where  his 
mother  died?  "  She  was,  madam,"  anfwered  he, 
carelefsly,  "  a  month  ago  -,  I  paid  her  her  annuity 
"  then." 

"  You  allow  her  one,"  faid  (he,  m.uch  pleafed. 

*'  A  trifle,  madam ;  that  is  her  addrefs ;  I  will 
**  not,  I  affure  you,  attempt  to  make  any  advan- 
"  tage  of  your  indulgence  -,  Mifs  Herbert  left  the 
**  room  uneafy,  may  I  have  the  honour  of  afking 
"  after  her  health  ?" — He  was  fliewn  to  her  apart- 
ment. 

Wilkinfon^s  pride  was  very  much  hurt  at  Lady 
Edwin's  obje£lions,  though  he  could  not  condemn 
the  motive  for  making  them  ;  he  had  very  high  no- 
tions of  honour,  and  kept  to  his  word  in  his  inter- 
view with  Patty,  contenting  himfelf  with  common 
inquiries  •,  juft  as  he  returned  to  Lady  Edwin's 
dreffmg-room,  Mr.  Herbert  a;id  Cecilia  entered; 
they  had  walked  out,  the  morning  being  line,  to 
fee  their  new  carriage,  with  which  Cecilia  was,  or 
faid'  flie  was,  fo  pleafed,  that  (lie  very  officioufly 
L  5  entered 
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entered  into  a  defcription  of  it  to  Anna,  who,  ill 
difpofed  for  the  fubjeft,  coolly  left  her,  as  foon  as 
one  moment's  celTation  of  her  volubility  gave  her  an 
opportunity. 

Sick  at  heart,  mortified,  and  difpirited,  flie  fent 
for  Mr.  Manfel  and  Mrs.  Wellers  into  her  library, 
and  thus  add  relied  them  : 

*'  I  am  going,  my  dear  friends,  to  open  to  you 
"  the  anxious  feelings  of  that  heart  which  would 
"  not  have  known  concealment,  had  it  been  in  its 
"  power  to  communicate  joy  of  any  kind ;  but  its 
"  forrows,  and  thofe  only,  would  I  have  kept 
"  concealed  from  your  knowledge. 

**  Your  penetration,  the  intereft  you  took  in 
**  my  happinefs,  however,  difcovered  me ;  you 
**  have  long  known  the  fource  of  that  mifery 
"  which  mull  in  the  end,  by  its  effeds  on  my 
"  health,  undermine  every  other  opmfort  in  which 
"  I  abound  -,  yet  I  wifli  to  be  dire;.^ed,  to  be  ad- 
**  vifed  ;  my  refolution  abandons  me  when  I  have 
"  moft  need  of  it,  to  be  witnefs  to  thofe  nuptials 
**  will  deftroy  -,  oh,  where,"  finking  on  Mrs. 
Wellers'  bofom,  "  can  I  fly  from  them,  from 
«  myfelf .?" 

This  addrefs  accompanied  with  looks  of  anguifli 
and  defpair  from  her,  whofe  delight  it  was  to  chafe 
affli<^ion  from  every  other  heart,  afFefted  her 
friends  exceedingly ;  "  and  why,"  faid  IVIrs.  Wel- 
lers, "  mull  it  take  place  at  all  ?  why  fhould  two 
**  fuch  minds,  paired  by  the  Almighty,  be  fepa- 
'*  rated  ?  why  muft  our  dear  Anna's  peace  be 
**  facrificed  to  mere  form .''  and  why  muft  fo 
"  amiable  a  young  man  be  loft  to  every  enjoy- 
"  ment  of  life .''  he  is  not  lefs  miferable,  nor  lefs 
"  to  be  pitied,  than  you  j  he  adores  you,  my  be- 
«  loved  friend." 

"Ah! 
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"  Ah  !  no,  no,"  anfwered  Anna,  fhaking  her 
head,  the  tears  dropping  off  her  cheeks  on  the 
friendly  bofom  of  Mrs.  Wellers. 

This  was  too  much  for  the  retentive  powers  of 
that  good  woman  ;  her  promife  of  fecrecy  was  no 
longer  remembered  ;  fhe  perfifted  in  her  aflertion, 
and  recounted  in  proof  of  it,  his  following  her  to 
Dalton's,  his  correfpondence  with  Collet,  his 
avowed  love  for  her,  which  had  been  his  firft  con- 
cern at  the  moment  his  misfortune  obliged  him  to 
quit  the  kingdom,  and  which  was  only  reftrained 
by  the  unhappy  concurrence  of  circumllances  that 
fixed,  as  a  matter  beyond  doubt,  her  conne6tion 
with  Edwin. 

This  was  news,  indeed,  to  Anna;  it  flattered 
her  pride,  it  gratified  her  love ;  fhe  no  longer 
could  reproach  herfclf  with  being  fo  fondly  attach- 
ed to  a  man  who  returned  it  with  indifference ;  if 
her  paflion  was  hopelefs,  it  was  not  unrequited ; 
however,  fo  many  cruel  reafons  combining,  might 
enforce  his  confent  to  an  engagement,  fo  neccffary 
to  the  peace  of  the  family,  and  confillent  with  the 
gratitude  and  honour  of  his  principles ;  it  was  fome 
confolation  to  know  fhe  was  beloved  by  the  objeft 
of  her  fond  wiflies  ;  and  that,  however  painful  her 
fenfations,  his  were  no  lefs  fo. 

Mrs.  Wellers,  eager  to  take  fome  ftep  to  fave 
her  young  friend  from  defpair,  propofed  Manfel's 
acquainting  Herbert  of  the  ill  condu6l  of  his  wife 
ele£l:,  or  llie  would  do  it  herfelf ;  but  this  was  op- 
pofed  by  Anna  with  great  refolution  and  firmnefs ; 
it  was  a  meafure,  (lie  faid,  beneath  her,  and  un- 
worthy of  them  ;  it  was  derogatory  to  the  honour^ 
of  her  fex,  and  would  lead  to  a  condu6l  in  Herbert 
which  fhe  fliould  be  the  firft  to  condemn,  antl  the 
lall  to  forgive ;  ihe  owned  that  the  pleafure  it 
gave  her  to  believe  herfelf  dear  to  him,  was 
greatly  leffened  by  the  little  fhare  of  happinefs  that 

appeared 
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appeared  to  await  his  marriage  with  Mils  Edwin  ; 
but  that  her  own  opinion  was,  Mr.  Herbert  was 
as  much  engaged  to  CeciHa  by  the  law  of  honour, 
•which  flie  trufted  never  would  be  infringed  by 
(.her,  or  by  her  means,  as  if  the  nuptial  benedic- 
.tion  had  already  pafled ;  that,  therefore,  flie  en- 
treated they  would  give  her  their  words  not  to 
interfere  in  a  matter  of  fuch  delicacy  an  dcon- 
fequence. 

Both  Mr.  Manfel  and  Mrs.  Wellers'  judgment 
coincided  with  hers;  but  it  was  not  judgment,  it 
was  fenfibility  and  fympathy  that  fuggefted  the 
breaking  Herbert's  engagement;  when  cool  rea- 
fon  refumed  her  place,  the  thing  was  impracti- 
cable. 

The  Bath  fcheme  was  again  revived  with  fuch 
warmth  on  the  part  of  our  heroine,  that  before 
they  feparatcd,  the  day  was  fixed  for  their  de- 
<parture. 


CHAP.    LXXXVI. 

A  Ramble  in  Kenftngton   Gardens, 

X  HE  next  morning  Wilkinfon  got  his  old  pen- 
fioner  to  wait  on  Lady  Edwin ;  {lie  was  upwards 
of  eighty,  and  very  infirm,  but  her  memory  was 
unimpaired ;  fhe  faid,  "  the  mother  of  Wilkinfon 
"  came  to  her  houfe  after  dufk,  and  took  the  only 
*'  room  fhe  could  let ;  that  fhe  was  very  ill  the 
"  three  months  flie  was  there  •,  fhe  fufpedied  fhe 
"  was  poor,  becaufe  fhe  ufed  to  fell  her  things ; 
"  and  when  fhe  could  not  get  any  one  to  buy 

"  them, 
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"  them,  (he  (the  old  woman)  ufed  to  carry  them 
*'  to  pawn ;  that  (he  was  a  very  handfome  young 
"  body,  but  had  fuch  an  odd  way  with  her,  thof 
"  fhe  could  not  fay  'twas  pride  neither ;  but,  how- 
"  ever,  her  good  man  often  and  often  threatened 
''  to  ax  her  all  and  how  about  herfelf ;  but  fome 
''  how,  or  fome  how,  they  were  both  afear ;  and 
**  at  lad,  poor  body,  Ihe  died ;  poor  foul  !  flie  was 
"  wore  to  a  fkillet,  and  her  poor  auld  man  and 
''  her  was  like  to  come  into  a  deal  of  trouble  about 
"  it,  for  the  parifh  had  been  mortal  angry;  but 
'*  however,  thank  God,  Neddy  lived  to  pay  them 
"  all  their  charges,  and  God  be  thanked,  to  take 
*'  her  old  man,  who  was  now  blind,  and  her,  ofF 
"  their  hands." 

"  Well,"  faid  Lady  Edwin,  (pleafed  at  the  prin- 
ciples of  pride  as  well  as  juilice  that  had  di6lated 
to  him  the  propriety  of  reimburfing  the  parifh  the 
expcnces  they  had  been  at  for  him,  as  well  as  fup- 
porting  the  old  couple)  "  but  is  there  nothing  now 
"  in  your  poiTefTion  belonging  to  the  poor  young 
*'  woman  ?" 

"  Why,  yes,"  anfwered  fhe,  "  here's  a  bit  of 
"  glafs,  with  a  few  pebbles  round  it,  I  cut  off  her 
"  poor  neck  when  I  laid  her  out ;  I  nowcd  it  was 
**  worth  little,  becaufe  I  fould  a  ftay-hook  for  a 
"  fervant  body  twice  as  big,  and  the  filverfmith 
"  gave  me  but  two  {hillings  for  it,  whereof  it  coft 
"  a  pound  ;  houfever,  there's  fome  fort  of  letters 
"  on  it,  and  fo  I  thot  I'd  keep  it,  and  here  (fearch- 
**  ing  an  old  hufwife  where  it  Was  wrapped  in 
"  twenty  bits  of  paper)  it  is."  Joy  flaOied  from 
Wilkinfon's  eyes ;  this  trinket,  he  cried,  did  not 
belong  to  a  beggar.  Lady  Edwin  examined  it.  Oh, 
let  me  fee  it,  fiiid  Patty,  her  eyes  ftreaming  ;  there 
are  letters  on  it,  which  I  fancy,  my  dear,  you  are 
too  much  afFecfied  to  make  out ;  give  it  me,  faid 
Mrs.  Herbert — It  was  a  fmall  gold  logket,  with  a 

chryftal 
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chryftal  back  fet  round  with  brilliant  fparks,  and 
engraved  in  blue  enamel  P.  G. 

"  Pray,"  faid  Lady  Edwin,  "  how  came  the 
"  young  man  to  be  named  Wilkinfon  ?" 

"  That's  my  name,  madam,  and  pleafe  your 
"  honour;  I  nowed  no  other  he  had  a  better 
"  right  to." 

"  Were  they  kind  to  you,  Sir?"  afked  Mrs. 
Herbert,  her  eyes  fuffufed  with  tears. 

"  Beyond  my  power  to  return,"  anfwered  Wilk- 
infon ;  "  their  little  houfe  was  my  houfe,  and  many 
**  a  plate  of  pye  and  pudding  I  eat  there,  which 
"  the  good  old  foul  ufed  to  lay  by  for  me,  till  it 
"  was  often  mouldy." 

The  old  woman  was  difmifled  without  the 
locket,  but  the  hufwife  did  not  return  empty  ne- 
verthelefs. 

The  poflibility  of  his  belonging  to  fomebody  was 
very  pleafmg  to  Lady  Edwin,  more  efpecially  as  it 
was  eafy  to  fee  Patty's  afFe6lions  v/ere  too  firmly 
fixed  to  give  much  hope,  had  his  circumflances 
been  as  uncertain  as  his  birth,  fhe  would  have  been 
eafily  prevailed  on  to  change  its  object,  and  Mrs, 
Herbert  as  well  as  Sir  William  approving  Wilkin- 
fon's  offer,  {he  no  longer  oppofed  the  general  wifli ; 
her  confent  once  obtained,  every  thing  elfe  was 
foon  fettled,  and  it  was  agreed  he  fliould  go  down 
to  Llandore  and  get  the  caftle  ready  to  receive  his 
bride,  from  whence  he  was  to  go  to  Dennis  Place, 
where  the  Edwins,  Mrs.  Herbert,  and  Charles, 
were  to  meet  him,  and  Mr.  Manfel  (being  ap- 
prized of  the  time)  Lady  Edwin  faid,  would  per- 
form the  double  ceremony. 

Of  this  happy  conclufion  he  did  not  fail  to  ac- 
quaint our  heroine. 

His  news  hailened  the  preparatio-ns  for  the  Bath 
excurfion,  Anna  pofitively  declined  all  invitations  to 
the  weddings,  alledging  her  ill  health  as  the  reafon. 

The 
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The  evening  but  one,  previous  to  the  time  fixed 
for  leaving  London,  Sir  William,  Lady  Edvi^in, 
Mrs.  and  Mifs  Herbert  and  Wilkinfon,  fupped 
v^ith  her,  and  her  party  confiding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wellers,  Mr.  Mordant,  Bently,  and  Manfel,  they 
took  leave  that  night,  Charles  being  engaged,  and 
Mifs  Edwin  at  the  Opera. 

The  next  morning  being  the  lad  of  their  (lay, 
Mrs.  Wellers  went  home  to  give  fome  dire£lions  to 
her  people,  when  the  weather  being  fine,  her  male 
friends  out,  and  her  own  reflections  the  very  word 
of  company,  reftlefs  alone,  dillatisfied  abroad,  Anna 
ordered  her  carriage  to  Kenfington  Gardens,  a  fa- 
vourite cxcurfion  with  her,  and  too  early  both  in 
the  year  and  day  to  be  much  frequented. 

Here  the  ftill  breeze  that  ufhered  in  the  fineft 
fpring  morning  ever  feen,  the  dead  filence,  the  fo- 
litude  of  thofe  delightful  fhades,  brought  to  her  re- 
colle6lion  the  paft,  the  never  to  be  recalled  happi- 
nefs  fhe  had  known  at  dear  Llandore  •,  the  innocent 
recreations,  the  rural  paftimes,  the  morning  walk, 
the  evening  ramble  ;  "  Oh,"  faid  flie,  "  that  they 
"  had  never  been  !" 

To  banifli  thought,  to  avoid  reflexions,  Anna 
fought  retirement  in  Kenfington  Gardens. 

Miftaken  Anna  ! 

It  is  not  in  the  haunts  of  folitude,  in  the  fequef- 
tered  walk,  or  fhady  grove,  the  heart  feels  refpite 
from  grief  like  thine. 

Love,  when  founded  as  hers  was,  on  the  appro- 
bation of  uncontaminated  innocence,  finds  ftrong 
fupport  in  every  beauty  of  the  creation  ;  the  region 
of  filence  is  eloquence  itfelf,  and  the  deepefl  recefs 
of  unfrequented  woods,  though  impervious  to  the 
light  of  heaven,  but  adds  to  the  fcorching  pangs  of 
hopelefs  love. 

Not  here  was  Herbert  to  be  forgot. 

She  ftrolled  on,  loft  in  a  fad  but  pleafing  retrof- 
pe<5t,  when  a  deep  figh,  which  founded  juft  at  her 

ear* 
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ear,  though  it  came  from  the  other  fide  of  a  high 
thickfet  hedge,  made  her  ftart,  and  (lie  immediate- 
ly recollefted  how  imprudent  it  was  in  her  to  walk 
alone  in  a  place  where  (lie  had  not  met  a  fingle 
creature ;  flie  turned  back,  but  was  Hill  more 
alarmed  at  the  footfteps  of  a  man  pafling  quick  as 
it  feemed  before  her  in  the  other  walk ;  but  her 
fears  of  meeting  improper  company,  foon  gave  way 
to  furprize,  when  (lie  faw  throw  himfelf  on  the 
bench  fhe  mud  pafs,  deep  in  thought,  the  object 
from  whom  her  ideas  never  roved ;  his  fighs  had 
pierced  her  foul  -,  his  penfive  air,  dejefted  looks, 
and  pale  countenance,  were  all  fymptoms  too  cor- 
refpondent  with  her  own  to  be  difregarded ;  flie 
flopped  irrefolute.  The  feat  might  eafe  the  body, 
but  it  could  not  calm  the  mind  of  Herbert ;  he  foon 
left  it,  and  walked  dire£l:ly  towards  her.  His  per- 
fon,  it  is  true,  approached,  but  his  eyes  bent  to  the 
earth,  and  his  thoughts  deeply  engaged,  he  would 
have  palTed  her,  had  (he  not,  by  an  involuntary 
motion,  and  a  voice  modulated  with  grief,  articu- 
lated— ^Charles  ! — Hers  was  at  all  times  the  voice  of 
fenfibility  !  it  was  now  mod  expreflively  fo ;  it 
thrilled  the  foul  of  Herbert ;  his  eyes  were  riveted 
on  her  face  furcharged  with  tendernefs*,  his  tongue 
refufed  its  fundlion,  but  with  atlion,  that  fpoke 
eloquently  the  language  of  his  heart,  encouraged 
by  her  foft  addrefs,  in  filent  agony  he  drew  near, 
and  took  her  paflive  hand.  In  a  moment  fhe  recol- 
lected her  fituation,  and  condemning  herfelf  for 
the  liberty  her  own  condu£l  authorized,  withdrew 
it  with  a  referved  air,  and  coldly  afked  him,  how  he 
came  to  chufe  fuch  a  fpot  for  his  morning's  amufe- 
ment. 

Too  much  opprefTed  to  anfwer  in  the  fame  fly le, 
and  too  interelled  to  let  the  prefent  moment  efcape 
him ; 

"  My  morning  amufements,  madam,"  faid  he, 
**  my  evening  diverfions,  and  my  night  refledlions 

"  are 
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**  are  the  fame  ;  nor  bufmefs,  company,  nor  retire- 
<*  ment,  afford  me  one  moment's  refpite  from  mi- 
*«  fery." 

The  folemnlty  of  his  addrefs,  the  almofl  convul- 
five  motion  of  his  limbs,  the  faltering  of  his  fpeech, 
were  all  too  flrong  indications  of  his  fincerity,  had 
flie  been  difpofed  to  doubt  it — prudence,  reafon, 
refolution,  all  now  forfook  her — She  faw  before 
her  Charles  Herbert,  the  vi£lim  of  honour,  the 
figure  of  defpair — and  what  in  that  moment  were 
the  ideas  of  her  own  grief  to  his  ? — She  trembled 
in  her  turn  ;  the  colour  forfook  her  lips  and  cheeks 
in  one  moment,  but  returned  in  a  deeper  glow  the 
next — fhe  hefitated,  and  at  laft  Hammered  out 
fomething  of  concern — of  being  forry — of  hoping 
things  would  mend,  while  fhe  fuffered  him  to  lead 
her  to  the  feat  he  had  jufl  quitted  ;  when  dropping 
on  his  knees,  "  Oh,  Anna  !"  faid  he,  "  dearer 
'*  to  my  foul  than  the  light  of  heaven,  than  the  vital 
*'  ;4ir  I  breath,  iiow  for  the  firft  and  laft  time  let 
''  the  undone  Herbert  claim  thy  attention — hear 
*'  me  but  vow  at  thy  feet  the  unalterable  paflion 
''  that  at  this  inftant  fills  me  with  defpair ;  that 
*'  from  the  moment  I  faw  thee,  engrofled  all  of 
"  love,  of  adoration,  it  is  my  nature  to  feel :  fly 
**  me  not,"  as  ftie  ftruggled  to  leave  him  ;  **  what 
"  do  you  fear  ?  Oh  !  thy  place  of  fafety  is  near  the 
^*  heart  of  Herbert — forgive  me,  Anna,  thofe 
"  frowns  fliould  have  been  alTumed  when  the  voice 
**  of  pity  called  on  Chanes  \  feek  not,  amiable 
"  creature,  to  hide  the  com  paflion  of  your  heart, 
*'  nor  in  thofe  dear  moments  given  by  fate,  pre- 
"  vent  me,  by  your  diipleafure,  unburthenirg  a 
"  heart  that  elfe  will  burft." 

*'  If  you  wifli  to  detain  me,  Mr.  Herbert,"  fliC 
anfwered,  more  compofed,  "  you  mull  change  your 
"  pofture — what  would  the  cenforious  world  fay. 
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'*  was _)'!?//  a  fnan,  almoft  a  married  man^  to  be  feen 
"  in  this  retired  Ipot  at  my  feet  ? 

"  Oh  !  would  to  God,"  he  returned  with  vehe- 
mence, "  I  had  only  the  world's  cenfure  to  combat 
"  — ^but  you  wifli  ]iie  to  rife,  lovelicft  of  women — 
"  Sec,  I  obey  you  ;  bat  for  God's  fake  do  not  leave 
"  me  ;  only  hear  me,  and  circumftanced  as  I  am, 
"  I  will  own  it  right  to  be  banifned  vour  fight  for 
"  ever." 

Anna  was  refcated,  and  in  the  attitude  of  ferious 
attention  ;  looking  on  her  v/ith  eager  tendernefs, 
he  continued  : 

"  Do  you,  or  do  you  not  knovv-  (Lady  Anna  Tre- 
"  vanion  ;  and  dearer^  far  dearer  Anna  Manfel 
"  fhould  be  without  difguir:^)  I  adore  you  ?" 

«  How  !  Mr.  Herbert,  flioidd  I  know,"  an- 
fwered  fhe  with  fome  fpirit,  "  or  ever  fufpedt 
"  fuch  a  thing  .?" 

**  Then  if  you  do  not  already  know  it,  let  me 
*'  noM^  tell  you  hov/  I  have  loved,  how  folk) wed, 
'*  and  how  doated  on  you  ! 

"  Here,"  continued  he  (opening  his  walftcoat 
and  producing  the  loft  breaft-bow)  "  this  has  been 
*'  the  co.iipanion  of  my  melancholy  hours  ;  to  this 
''I  fly  in  rapture  from  the  jewels,  the  pomp,  the 
*'  glare  with  v/hich  my  hated  nuptials  are  to  be 
"  graced" — He  then,  with  the  perfuafion  of  truth, 
and  with  the  eloquence  of  true  affection,  repeated 
every  occurrence  that  had  fatally  confpired  to  draw 
him  into  his  en^agrement  with  Cecilia,  to  which  he 
added  a  new  initance  of  the  amiable  mind  of  his 
intended  bride — he  had  on  his  knees  implored  her 
to  rejecl  him — had  offered  to  make  over  to  her,  or 
any  future  hufband,  his  right  to  her  father's  eftate 
— had  confeffed  his  heart  was  engaged.  The  un- 
feeling woman  anfwered,  (he  was  once  deficient  in 
her  duty,  but  would  nov/  be  an  obedient  daughter 
--'He  bewailed  in  a  gufh  of  forrow  his  wretched 

fate 


ANNA.  235 

fate — folemnly  deplored  his  exigence,  and  prayed 
that  the  Hfe  of  her  he  adored  might  be  one  continued 
fcene  of  happinefs. 

The  die  was  now  caO: ;  ingenuous,  open  hearted, 
and  generou:,,  Anna's   foul  was  on  her   lips,    re- 
folutely  determined  toperfevcre  in  giving  him  up — 
himfelf   rcfigncd   to  his  lot  ;  no  indelicacy  could 
fwiu,  (lie  thought,  be  imputed  to  her  for  revealing 
her  fentiments  in    accents  which,  to  the  raptured 
ears  of  Herbert,  was  the  mufic  of  the  fpheres.     She 
acknowledged  her  attachment  to  him,  lamented  the 
concurrent  misfortunes,  which,  in  the  moment  it 
was  in  her  power  to  render  them  both  happy,  had 
eternally  feparated  them  ;  yet  (he  conjured  him  to 
call  reafon  to  his  aid,  to  recolle<^l:  the  infinite  obliga- 
tions himfelf  and  family  were  under  to  Sir  William 
Edwin.  As  to  herfelf,  Ihe  folemnly  promifed  for  his 
fake,  never  to  marry.     "  But  Charles,"  continued 
{he,  her  voice  loft  in  her  emotions,  "  we  muft 
"  meet  no  more  ; — the  moment  that  gives  you  to 
*'  a  bride,  takes  me  from  my  country  for  ever.^' 

If  excefs  of  joy  and  grief,  llruggling  in  one  mind, 
could  annihilate  the  body,  Herbert  muft  have  ex- 
pired. 

His  Anna,  the  woman  he  idolized,  who  he  had 
not  dared  to  hope  thought  of  him  with  partiality, 
returned  his  pafTion  in  a  ftrain  of  modeft  rectified 
tendernefs,  owned  her  love,  vowing  to  live  and 
lament  him  in  a  ftate  of  joy lefs  celibacy  ;  was  it  to 
be  believed  ? 

"  Talk  not  of  the  world,  or  of  its  cenfure,  dear- 
"  eft  Anna,"  faid  he,  throwing  himfelf  in  a  tranf- 
port  at  her  feet,  "  the  univerfe  fhould  not  prevent 
"  your  grateful  Herbert  from  thus  thanking  his 
"  Anna,  his  cbarming  love  \ — let  me  for  this  one 
"  moment  call  you  fo — for  one  moment  prefs  this 
*'  hand  to  my  throbbing  heart.  Oh,  Anna  !  there 
*'•  is  one  way — you  talk   of  leaving  your  country, 

"  let 
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**  let  us  go  together,  let   us  fly ;  whofe  feelings 
**  fhall  we  wound  ?  not  Cecilia's,  for  (he — " 

"  Hold,  Sir"  interrupted  Anna,  rifing,  "  we 
"  fhould  wound  the  heart  of  Lady  Cecilia,  of  your 
"  mother,  of  every  thinking  being  ; — we  fliould 
"  give  a  mortal  flab  to  our  own  charadlers  ;  the 
**  caufe  of  honour  and  of  gratitude  would  fufFer, 
•*  whenever  our  names  were  mentioned.  Go,  Sir, 
"  (with  indignation  and  a  look  that  petrified  poor 
"  Herbert)  learn  to  refpecl  Virtue — let  her  paths 
**  be  ever  fo  thorny,  they  lead  to  peace.  We  fepa- 
*'  rate  for  ever.  Once  you  bid  me  remerriber  your 
"  parting  ivords,  they  are  engraved  on  my  heart. 
"  Tgu  then  believed  me  engaged — your  honour  bid 
**  you  tear  yourfelf  away — and  what  has  Anna 
"  Trev  anion  done  to  give  you  fuch  contemptible 
'*  ideas  of  her  ?  Adieu,  Mr.  Herbert  ;  forget  this 
*^  interview,  and  be  happy." 

The  hafty  (leps  fhe  was  taking  during  this  part 
of  the  converfation,  foon  brought  her  in  view  of  her 
fervants.  Herbert  followed — *'  One  word  only — 
**  and  can  you — "  as  fhe  quickened  her  pace,  mo- 
tioning with  her  hand  for  him  to  go — "  yet  ftay," 
sfhe  was  leaving  the  garden  half  turning, 

**  Well,  Sir,  what  would  you  fay  ?" 

"  Are  we  then  parting  ?'* 

^*  We  are  for  ever." 

''  Farewel  then  for  ever,  and  for  ever  !" 
and  with  a  look  of  diftraftlon  he  darted  from  her 
fight — fcarce  able  to  ftand,  her  fervants  ailiftedhcr 
into  the  carriage. 

"  Nov/  I  am  eafy,"  faid  Anna,  burfting  into 
tears,  and  fiie  returned  home  more  eager  for  her 
Bath  journey  than  fhe  had  left  it,  before  her  ftroll 
in  Kenfington  gardens. 
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RS.  Wellers  was  in  St.  James's  fqu are  before 
our  heroine  ;  (lie  found  Mr.  Mordant  and  Bendy 
with  her,  who,  with  Manfel,  were  lamenting  the 
decHne  of  her  health.  The  vifible  traces  of  grief 
in  her  looks  drew  the  particular  attention  of  her  un- 
cle. "  My  dearefl:  niece/'  cried  he,  "  what  is  it 
*'  that  thus  continually  clouds  your  countenance  ^ 
*'  Why  is  it  always  fo  fadly  overcaft  ?  I  fhall, 
*'  when  we  come  from  Bath,  be  quite  ready  to  re- 
"  turn  to  Jamaica  j  but  if  I  do  not  fee  an  alteration 
**  in  you,  how  {hall  I  prevail  on  myfelf  to  leave 
«  you  ?" 

The  ftarting  tear  that  accompanied  this  kind  in- 
quiry, fpretad  its  infefVion  over  all  prefent  ;  their 
looks  fpoke  a  language  of  fenfibility  to  which  their 
tongue  gave  not  utterance  ;  and  the  general  fadnefs 
of  her  friends  was  but  ill  calculated  to  raife  the  de- 
prelTed  fpirits  of  Anna  ;  for  although  ihe  had  been 
fo  unreferved  to  Mrs.  Wellers  and  Mr.  ManfeL  and 
fo  explicit  to  Herbert,  there  was  fomething  too 
fhocking  to  female  delicacy,  and  too  humiliating  to 
virgin  pride,  in  any  farther  confeffion  of  the  fource 
of  h*er  melancholy. 

Had  it  been  within  the  compafs  of  human  exer- 
tion to  remove  with  honour,  the  obftacles  to  her 
wifhes,  it  is  moft  probable  her  confidence  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  her  uncle,  and  the  tried  friendfhip  of 
Mr.  Bently,  might  have  conquered  the  repugnance 
every  modefl  female  feels  to  acknowledge  a  fecret 
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palTion,  but  in  her  cafe  the  obligations  of  friend- 
ihip,  of  honour,  of  gratitude,  and  blood,  were 
leagued  ;  when  one  of  them  would  have  been  quite 
fufficient,  in  fuch  a  mind  as  Anna's,  to  banifh  every 
idea  of  hope.  As  it  could  therefore  anfwer  no 
purpofe  but  that  of  diftrefTmg  her  friends,  fhe 
waved  the  fubjed  ;  and  affecting  eafe  her  heart  was 
a  ftranger  to,  propofed  beginning  their  journey  to 
Bath  that  afternoon  :  to  the  happy  fhe  obferved  all 
places  were  alike. 

"  Sweet  girl,"  fobbed  Bently,  "  if  thou  fhouldft 
*'  not  be  happy,  1  fhall  be  a  lunatic  a  fecondtime  !" 
Alarmed  at  this  friendly  menace,  Anna  flew  to  the 
good  old  man  ;  and  dropping  on  the  hand  he  was 
extending  towards  her,  tears  of  grateful  love,  pro- 
rnifed  much  more  than  it  was  in  her  power  toper- 
form.  :       ;  . 

'Tis  not  in  nature  to  conceive  a  more  beautiful 
piflure  than  the  one  at  that  inftant  exhibited  in  the 
anxious  friendly  looks  of  the  white-headed  Bently  ; 
foothed  by  the  gentle  tendernefs  of  the  lovely  Anna, 
the  fcene  grew  too  interefting  :  Bently  ran  out  of 
the  room,  as  he  faid,  to  order  the  carriages  ;  and 
their  baggage  being  before  ready,  Anni  left'  Loii-r 
don,  though  in  fuch  brilliant  circumftancefe,  more. 
internally  wretched  than  when  flie  had  before 
parted  from  the  bufy  fpot  unallied  and  unprovided 
for.  Mrs,  Wellers  and  Anna  travelled  in  her  poll- - 
t:haife  j  Mr.  Bently,  Mordant,  and  Manfel,  in  the 
former's  coach  ;  and  Polly  Dalton,  with.  Mrs.  Wel- 
lers' maid,  in  Mr.  Mordant's  chaife.       '  '    :;^':      ^ 

They  fet  out  out  at  fix,  intending  to.  fleip  at  Scalt  ■ 
Hill  :  Anna  repofed  the  mofl  unlimited  confrdence  ; 
in  Mrs.  Wellers  ;  fhe  repeated  to  her,  dUriiig^lie 
ride,  the  inten^iew  with  Herbert,. /i^ndfiiiiiTd!  fo' 
much  comfort  in  that  good  woman's  fymp a lb€i!lc^ 
tendernefs,  and  by  her  efforts  to  infpire  her  w^thi 
patience  andrefignation  to  the.  una  voidable  fvils  of 
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thislife^  that  when  they  j^ot  to  Salt  ITIll  our  heroine 
had  very  little  inclination  to  put  a  period  to  a  con- 
verfation  which  was  no  lefs  interefti ng  than  footh- 
ing  to  her  unquiet  mind  •,  (he  therefore  wiflied,  if 
it  would  not  fatigue  her  friends,  as  it  was  moon- 
light, and  their  fuit  too  large  to  fear  any  danger, 
to  go  on  to  Reading  ;  her  will  was  always  that  of 
her  friends,  and  they  proceeded  on  their  journey. 

As  the  two  ladies  were  too  much  taken  up  with 
the  fubjeft  of  their  converfation  to  obferve 
objeO:s  as  they  pafTed,  the  drivers  not  being  ordered 
to  (lop,  went  rapidly  by  a  coach  which  had  loft  a 
wheel  ;  but  the  gentlemen  who  followed  being 
lefs  engaged,  ftopped,  and  found  a  gentleman,  his 
wife,  two  young  ladies,  and  a  maid  fervant  in  great 
diftrefs  -,  as  the  lady  was  not  in  a  condition  to  bear 
much  fatigue,  being  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy, 
and  the  coach  too  much  damaged  to  proceed,  Mr. 
Bently  very  politely  offered  his  carriage  to  the  la- 
dy, her  daughters,  and  the  female  attendant,  which 
was  thankfully  accepted  •,  and  as  they  were  within 
one  mile  of  Reading,  the  gentlemen  followed  on 
foot. 

When  our  heroine  alighted  at  the  King's  Arms, 
fhe  wondered  the  coach  did  not  immediately  fol- 
low ',  foon,  however,  it  appeared  very  differently 
filled  from  what  (lie  expected  ;  fhe  was  told  of  the 
accident,  and  immediately  waited  on  the  lady,  who 
received  her  very  politely,  and  apologized  for  the 
trouble  Hie  had  given,  which  had  been  the  means 
of  detaining  the  gentlemen  ;  flie  was  proceeding  to 
recount  the  particulars,  when  a  fcream  from  Anna 
interrupted  her.  "  It  is  Mrs.  Melmoth,  cried  ihe, 
"  and  this  my  is  Eliza ;  her  features  are  not  altered, 
"  and  they  are  too  dear  to  me  to  be  forgot."  'im- 
bracing  them  both,  "  How  fat  you  are  grown,  my 
"  dear  Madam  ?  And  how  is  dear  Mr  Melmoth  ? 
"  Is  this  little  Sophia  ?" — "  Yes,  and  Kitty  too?** 

Mrs.  Melmoth's 
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Mrs.  Melmoth's  cool  reception  of  her  carefles, 
as  well  as  the  very  referved  air  with  which  both  fhe 
and  her  daughter  received  them,  though  it  hurt 
Anna,  may  be  very  eafily  accounted  for ;  her 
growth,  the  alteration  of  her  perfon,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  affluence  that  had  furrounded  her,  were 
circumftances  that  could  not  poflibly  bring  to  Mrs. 
Melmoth's  mind  the  poor,  friendlefs,  little  orphan 
fhe  had  difcarded  live  years  ago ;  yet  the  features 
were  familiar  to  her,  and  fhe  was  trying  at  recollec- 
tion, when  Mr.  Melmoth  and  Anna's  friends  en- 
tered. 

"  My  dear,"  faid  Mrs.  Melmoth,  "  this  lady 
**  does  Eliza  and  me  the  honour  of  recognizing  us ; 
*^  but  I  can't  for  my  life  recollect  where  I  have  feen 
**  her."  Anna  fmiled  ;  the  inquiries  from  the 
gentlemen  of  the  health  of  Lady  Anna  after  her 
journey,  puzzled  Mr.  Melmoth  ;  but  after  a  mo- 
ment's earned  examination  of  her  face,  "  I  cannot 
*'  be  miftaken,"  faid  he,  "  this  muft  be  our  An- 
**  na  ;  there  is  not  fuch  another  fet  of  features  in 
*'  the  world."  "  Yes  my  dear,  my  refpecSted  in- 
*'  ftru£lor,"  anfwered  fhe,  turning  her  willing 
cheek  to  his  falute,  "  My  ever  dear  benefa£trefs,  it 
'^  is  your  Anna — ^Behold,  Sir,"  to  her  uncle, 
*'  the  firft  real  friends  of  my  yi)uth.  Oh  !  my 
*^  Eliza,  a  hundred  fold  will  I  pay  you  for  all 
^*  the  goodnefs  of  your  parents. — I  cannot,  indeed,'* 
*'  flie  continued,  "  procure  you  a  Mrs.  Barlow, 
**  but  I  will  be  your  governefs  myfelf. — ^The  leiTons 
'*  I  learnt  from  your  papa,  his  daughter  fliall  receive 
**  from  me."  AVbile  thus  in  the  grateful  efFufions  of 
her  affectionate  heart,  flie  was  making  profeiTions 
which  were  as  fmcere  as  natural,  the  gentlemen  were 
exchanging  civilities,  and  Mrs.  Melmoth  foon  undcr- 
ftanding  how  amply  it  in  was  her  power  to  perform 
her  promifes,  and  being  in  a  fituation  that  wanted 
a  friend  bad  enough,  that  family  congratulated  her 
and  each  other,  on  this  happy  rencontre ;  all  was 

joy 
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joy  and  harmony  ;  even  Herbert  was  for  the  time 
forgot  J  they  fat  up  till  the  morni;ig  was  far  ad- 
vanced -,  and  when  they  retired,  our  heroine  en- 
joyed, what  was  very  unufual  with  her,  a  found  and 
refrefliing  flecp,  from  which  (lie  did  pot  awake  till 
near  noon. 

IN^rs.  Wellers  felt  little  lefs  plcafure  than  the  par- 
ties moft  concerned  in  this  joyful  meeting  ;  it  was 
particularly  grateful  to  her,  from  its  happenijig  at 
a  period  when  the  mind  of  her  young  friend  flood 
m  fuch  need  of  being  diverted  from  one  obje6^  ;  aj;id 
her  p;leafiu'e  at  the  effe£l:  it  had  on  Anna  rendered 
her  a  troublefome  gueft  at  the  inn  ;  for  if  flie  had 
been  to  rule,  not  a  bell  fliouldhave  rang  or  a  foot- 
Itep  been  heard  to  dillurb  the  fweet  llj^mber,  in 
which  {he  found  her  friend. 

When  they  met  at  breakfaft,  the  refpeci  of  the 
J^lelmoths  was  increafed  by  having  heard  Mr. 
Mordant  repeat  the  particulars  of  Anna's  birth  and 
rank. 

Mr.  Melmoth  had  a  mind  above  the  impreilions 
of  interefl ;  his  love  to  his  Pet  could  not  be  increafed 
by  her  affluence,  but  it  might  by  her  improved  ac- 
complifixiTients,  by  the  difplay  of  thofe  fentiments 
and  principles  .he  had,  fo  much  to  his  honour, 
taught  her  early  years ;  and  the  felf-applaufe  natu- 
rally refuking  from  the  reflection  of  a  laudable  ac- 
tion, gave  him  fuch  a  particular  fiovi^  of  fpirits  as 
difFufcd  chcarfulnefs  to  all  tlie  company — Mrs. 
Melmoth,  though  fhe  confented  with  a  good  grace 
to  what  Ihe  could  not  help,  neverthelefs  longed  to 
figure  j\way  again,  and  was  ready  to  worfhip  Anna, 
by  whofe  means  (lie  promifed  herfelf  that  gratifica- 
tion, as  well  as  that  of  looking  into  coniufion,thebafe 
calumniators  who  had  fo  unprovokedly  injured  her 
characler.  Siie  attempted,  thougli  not  without  fome 
conlufion,  to  apologife  for  her  conduct  at  parting 
with  Anna,  but  her  generous  difpofition  would  not 
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fiiffer  it— Indeed/??^'  had  long  forgot,  as  far  as  related 
to  any  one  but  Lord  Sutton  and  Frajan,  every  difa- 
greeablc  part  of  that  event,  while  their  many  afts  of 
jcindnefs  and  afFe6\:ion  w^ere  conftantly  recolledted— 
:She  longed  to  make  thofe  happy  *iuho  had  fo  largely 
contributed  to  hers,  by  giving  her  an  education  which 
enabled  her  to  fill  her  elevated  ftation  with  fuch 
qredit  to  herfelf  and  delight  to  her  friends. 
,'.  .She  had  heard  enough  of  their  affairs  to  be  certain 
fbey  were  not  above  pecuniary  aid  ;  but  her  <leli- 
cacy  threw  fo  many  obftacles  in  the  way  of  her  of- 
fering it — fhe  at  that  moment  conceived  it  a  lefs 
difficult  tafk  to  afk  a  favour  than  to  confer  one. 

EmbarrafTed  by  the  generofity  of  her  own  feel- 
ings, it  w^as  long  before  flie  could  take  courage  to 
alktofpeak  watliMr.  and  Mrs.  Mel  moth  alone  ;  nor 
was  fhe  nearer  getting  over  her  diffidence  from  her 
being  without  any  witnefs  of  the  goodnefs  of  her 
heart. 

Mr.  Melmoth,  however,  led  to  the  wiffied-for 
fubjeft  by  remarking  how  very  fortunate  they  had 
been  in  this  meeting,  as  the  chance  of  their  return- 
ing to  England  had  been  determined  by  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  old  Mr.  Afhby,  father-in-law  to  his  fifler, 
who  had  a  mortgage  on  his  eftate  -,  and,  notwith- 
flanding,  for  the  laft  five  years,  they  had  lived  with 
the  utmofl  ceconomy,  giving  up  the  rents  towards 
paying  the  arrears  due  (which  he  owned  to  be  a  ca- 
pital fum)  he  had  now  given  him  notice  of  a  fore- 
clofure. 

Anna  could  then  fpeak — "  Oh  I  Sir,"  faid  fhe, 
<*  I  have  never  felt  the  happinefs  of  riches  fo  much 
*'  as  at  this  moment ;  permit  me  to  advance  you 
<*  the  fum  that  will  make  you  eafy — Let  the  orphan 
"  who  owes  you  more  than  worlds,  be  the  humble 
^*  means  of  felicity  to  thofe  wdiofe  goodnefs  has 
"  been  the  fource  of  benefits  no  money  can  repay." 

This 
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This  offer  was  too  acceptable  to  Mr.  Melmoth 
not  to  be  received  with  pleafure,  and  acknowledged 
with  gratitude — He^  however,  conditioned  to  tranf- 
a6l  the  matter  with  her  uncle  (that  gentleman  being 
a  better  judge  of  the  fecurity)  andJ/Z»t'  to  have  the 
fole  eftablifhment  of  Eliza. 

Her  eagernefs  to  fervc  Mr.  Melmoth  would  not 
fuffer  her  to  delay  a  moment  acquainting  her  friends 
with  his  fituation,  and  the  fteps  (lie  wilhed  to  take 
— it  was  enough  for  Mr.  Bently  that  Anna  faidit — 
he  had  more  money  than  he  knew  what  to  do  with 
at  his  bankers — he  would  give  his  draft  imme- 
diately. 

"  Mr.  Mordant  would  on  no  account  ^ive  uj)  the 
pleafure  of  paying  the  debts  of  his  niece,  and  Anria 
decided  the  friendly  conteft,  by  defiring  Mr.  Mor- 
dant to  go  with  Mr.  Melmoth  to  the  Lodge,  and  beg-' 
ging  Bently  to  efcort  her  to  Bath,  whither  fhe  invi- 
ted Mrs.  Melmoth  and  her  family  to  accompany  her, 
and  remain  there  till  the  Lodge  was  in  order  to  re- 
ceive her.  ^  ^'  "  ' 

This  met  the  approbation  of  all  parties,  and  the 
next  morning  they  feparated  on  their  different 
tours  ;  Mr.  Bently's  care  out-travelled  his  fair  com- 
panions— a  large  ready -furniihed  houfe  being  aired 
and  ready  to  receive  them. 


M  2  CHAP. 
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Another  Difcovery. 


i  H  E  Y  were  foon  fettled,  and  as  foon  known  j 
not  a  perfon  of  diflm£lion  at  the  Bath,  but  left  a 
ticket  at  the  door  of  the  beautiful  Welch  heirefs — 
her  furpri^e  and  contempt  were  equally  excited  by 
one  fimong  them,  finely  gilt  and  ornamented,  with 
the  hateful  name  of  Sutton.  Ill  health  and  fatigue 
were  very  good  reafons  for  the  ladies  keeping  houfe, 
and  admitting  no  company  for  the  firft  two  or 
three  days  ;  when  AVilkinfon,  calling  in  his  way 
to  Wales,  was  perfuaded  to  ftay  the  day  there  ;  and 
Mrs,.  .Meimoth  intreated  Anna  (as  they  had  now  a 
be^u)  i.Q  walk  out. 

"  And  pray,  madam,"  faid  the  good  humoured 
Bently,  "  what  do  you  make  of  Mr.  Manfel  and 
"me  V — "  Oh,"  anfwered  fhe,  gaily,  "  a  couple 
**"<  of  good  old  women,  who  (land  in  need  of  pro- 
^^^.te6tors  yourfelves  ;  my  Eliza  fhall  take  care  of 
**^  you  both." 

Out  they  fallied — Almoft  the  firfl  objeft  that 
{truck  their  eyes  was  Lord  Sutton — "  Good  hea- 
"  vens  !"  cried  Mrs.  Meimoth,  "  as  I  live  and 
^''.treathe,  there  is  Anna's  old  fwain — Nay,  nay, 
^^'^  don't  be  fo  alarmed,  child  ;  fee,  he  has  got  a 
*',  bigger  woman  by  half  than  you."  Anna  was 
ftartled — Tht  evils  fhe  had  fuffered  through  his 
means  had  implanted  in  her  mind   an   abhorrence 

niinglcd 
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mingled  with  fear,  and  though  now  fafe  from  iiifult 
of  any  kind  in  his  power  to  offer,  flie  could  not  for- 
get how  hoftile  to  her  pence  he  had  ever  been. 
Mrs.  Melmoth  and  Mrs.  AVellers  both  longed  tc^ 
mortify  him,  and  joined  in  begging  Anna  to  nfliri: 
them  ;  the  former  declaring  fhe  would  part  with 
her  little  finger  to  have  the  triumph  of  introducing 
Lady  Anna  to  him — She  at  lengtli  confented, 
and  they  drew  near  an  objeO  almoft  beneath  con- 
tempt. 

The  paffion  he  had  really  felt  for  our  heroin?, 
and  the  difappointment  of  all  his  hopes,  had  in~ 
creafed  a  bilious  diforder  contra£lcd  in  India,' 
which,  though  kept  mider  by  dint  of  care  and  at- 
tention for  many  years,  was  now  increafed  to  a  vi-- 
olent  and  dangerous  degree  •,  which,  with  fomc 
other  chronical  complaints,  the  elTeft  of  his  free 
living,  gave  prognoftics  of  a  fpecdy  diflblution--- 
His  ikin,  at  all  times  refembiing  more  the  walnut 
than  the  lily,  was  now  changed  to  a  dingy  fafFron  j 
the  white  of  his  hollow  eyes  was  of  the  fame  huCj 
and  the  erc6l  carriage  of  his  body  changed  to  a 
meagre  (loop.  On  his  arm— -Oh  !  reader,  pify 
even  him — hung  a  tall,  fliovvy  woman  of  twenty^ 
feven  whofe  bold  e)'e  wandered  in  fearch  of  prey 
from  face  to  face  of  every  male  (lie  met,  and  when 
they  were  encountered  by  an  acquaintance,  which 
was  at  every  third  ftep,  the  wanton  tongue  and  leer- 
ing look,  fignificantly  painted  to  their  contempt  the 
dying  wretch  who  fupported  her,  and  M^ho,  from 
his  foul,  hated  as  mucli  as  he  feared  her. 

His  poor  difcafed  body,  covered  in  May  with 
furs,  his  fliort  breath,  and  heilic  cough,  formed  a 
fad  contrail  to  the  tawdry,  flaunting,  and  expelifive 
trapping,  the  athletic  ftride,  and  ftrong  mufcular 
looks  of  his  companion  :  to  hnidi  the  group,  ready 
to  offer  his  obfequious  arm.,  to  fmile  at  ber  wit,  to 
echo  her  laugh,  and  to  return  her  fly  .win)i  at  his 

'  patron 
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patron  (at  whofe  expence  he  now  fhone  forth  in  ;i 
frefli  fuit  of  regimentals)  followed  Stevens,  the 
humble  toad-eater  of  the  little  great  man. 
Hs^^  Ah  !"  laid  Mrs.  Melmoth,  "  for  heaven's 
■'•'.fake,  dear  Lady  Anna,  quicken  your  pace- ^  we 
"  fliall  lofe  him  at  laft ;  ah,  unfortunate,  fee,  he 
"  goes  into  that  fhop."  Bently  comforted  her  with 
the  information  of  its  being  Bull's  Library,  and  that 
they  might  follow  him :  "  Behold  him,"  continued 
the  good  old  man,  "  hardly  for  an  honeft  man, 
*^  pait  the  prime  of  his  days,  bending  double  with 
**  infirmities,  a  burden  to  himfelf,  an  antidote  to 
"  the  creature  of  his  vices  :  no  pitying  friend,  no 
"  kind  Anna,  to  footh  and  chear  him  in  the  dark 
ff  hour  of  pain,  but  a  common  proftitute,  and  the 
.^.  venal  companion  of  his  wickednefs,  a  fubaltern 
tf^in  his  own  dirty  corps  ;  who,  hj  pimping  2Lnd 
:"  fav/ning,  got  a  pair  of  colours,  where  it  was  a 
**  fcandal  to  ferve  : — how  ghaflly  an  image  of  fin 
'1^'iie  looks  !" 

'  -They  were  by  this  time  at  the  door  of  the  fliop  : 
|VIrs.  Melmoth  entered  firft  ;  Lord  Sutton  knew 
Mr.  Melmoth  was  returned  to  England.  Mr.  Afhby, 
»  man  not  more  famous  for  his  riches,  than  for  the 
infamous  mode  of  acquiring  them,  had,  in  the  af- 
fair of  Melmoth  Lodge,  atled  as  agent  to  the  noble 
Lord,  who  impatiently  waited  the  re-eflabliihment 
of  his  health,  again  to  revifit  that  delightful  retreat, 
ecBOt,   as  formerly,  to  pay  vifits,  or  to  lay  plots  for 
the  reduction  of  innocence,  but  to  purchafe  it,  as 
he  faid,  and,  as  Mrs.  Afliby  hoped,  to  return  it.to 
the  family.  Cool  enough,  therefore,  was  his  faluta- 
tionto  Mrs.  Melmoth  ;  he  hoped  her  hu{band:'yK^s 
well,   without  looking  off  the  pamphlet  he   was 
Tending,  or  Charlotte  Madan's  vouchfafing  .  tp  ac- 
;Lcompanyher  glance  with  a  bend  of  tbe-kri^;  ,|he 
eman  ©fi  ;ther  (hop,  however,  knew  the  Trey  anion 
.jlivenyj  and, liri  a  great,  buflley  told,  his  lordlWp, 
-/fid     "  Lady 
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Lady  Anna  Trevanion,  the  greateft  beauty,  and 
the  greatefl  fortune  in  the  place,  was  cjming  in. 
Difappointment  and  illnefs,  which  had  reduced 
him  to  a  ikeleton,  had  not  yet  killed  his  vanity  ;  his 
moft  pleafing  looks  were  called  forth,  and  he  arofe 
at  her  entrance. 

A  fpe^lre  could  not  have  ft  ruck  him  with  more 
aftonifliment :  his  friend  Dalton  had  not  again 
tempted  his  anger,  v/ith  any  farther  account  of  the 
fugitive  Anna  ;  and  he  had  given  her  up  with  a  re- 
luctance that  had  actually  injured  his  health  ;  and 
a  complication  of  difordors  had  fmce  fully  employcid 
his  time.  ;    " 

Deferted  by  thofe  gay  companions  with  whom 
he  delighted  to  mix,  when  well,  but  who  ever  fly 
from  ficknefs  and  misfortune,  he  had  beeny  while 
in  London,  ihut  up  with  Yillars  and  the  low-bred 
Stevens  *,  the  latter,  alike  ignorant"  of  men  and 
manners  in  genteel  life,  anmfed  him  v/ith  anec- 
dotes out  of  the  fcandalous  chronicle,  laughed  ^t 
his  wit,  and,  for  the  thoufandth  time,  applauded 
his  Afiatic  exploits :  it  was  therefore  unlikely, 
public  and  much  talked  of  as  her  hiftory  wa's, 
it  fhould  reach  him  ;  hov/  then  could  he  expe6t  to 
meet  in  the  celebrated  heircfs,  the  poor  girl, 
whom  he  had  robbed  of  her  friends  in  fo  cruel  a 
manner. 

His  firft  emotions  were  thofe  of  joy  at  meeting 
her  j  but  when  he  law  how  furrounded  with  friends, 
who  loved  and  refpefted  her,  abounding  with  the 
wealth,  he  had  but  lately  found  would  not  do  every 
thing,  and  inheriting,  in  her  own  natural  right, 
that  rank  and  title  fo  ineftimable  in  his  eyes,  and 
for  which  he  deemed  no  facrifice  an  equivalent,  the 
fhame  and  mortification  was  too  much  even  for  him. 
He  was  making  toward  the  door,  when  ^inotiier 
face  more  appalling  to  him  than  hers,  met  his  eyes: 
it  was   Wilkinfon  ; .  who,  advancing,   begged  to 

have 
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have  the  honour  of  reminding  his  Lordfhip  of  their 
laft  converfation  ;  in  which  he  had  told  him,  he 
.would  not  let  him  reft  till  juftice  was  done  to  the 
injured  chara<fler  of  AnnaManfel.  He  told  him,  thfe 
providence  of  heaven  had  anticipated  the  amends  he 
demanded,  which  was  that  of  manifefting  her  in- 
nocence ;  and  the  fame  power  would  now  have  the 
efFe£l  of  expofmg  his  guilt  in  this  world,  previous 
to  the  grand  reckoning  in  the  next. 

"  Who,"  faid  Bentljr,  eagerly,  to  Mrs.  Welters, 
'*f  is  this  young  man  .?"  A  Welch  acquaintance  of 
"  Manfel's,"  anfwered  fhe,  "  and  a  fine  fpirited 
-*  fellow  he  is." — Wilkinfon  continued, — 
,»  «  When  I  behold  that  decayed  frame,  convulfed, 
■**  as  it  now  is,  with  guilt, — that  countenance, 
*'  where  the  traits  of  evil  aftions  fo  ftrongly  coun- 
**  teracl  the  indulgencies  wrinkled  infirmity  would 
*'  elfe  befpeak, — thofe  hoary  locks,  vainly  to  tured 
'*  to  conceal  the  whitenefs,  which,  in  virtuous  age, 
*'  would  claim  refpetSt,  I  feel  a  foftnefs  rifing  into 
"  pity,  for  the  defaced  image  of  God  5 — but  when 
*^  I  turn  my  eye  to  that  fweet  flower,— when  I  con- 
*'  fider  it  is  to  a  fucceiBon  of  miraculous  events  we 
'*  now  owe  her  efcape  from  your  infernal  arts  j 
**  that  her  lovely  perfon  has  not  been  contamina- 
*'  ted ',  that  herxountenance,  where  the  hand  of  n^- 
*'  ture  has  fo  legibly  wrote  angel,  is  not  robbed  of 
**  its  moft  attra£live  graces,  innocence  and  modef- 
**  ty ;  that  her  mind,  where  benevolence,  purity,  and 
'fj.every  female  excellence  refide,  is  not  corrupted, 
**■  and  that  by  a  wretch,  who  is  as  much  from  per- 
'*  fdnal,  as  mental  demerits,  an  antidote  to  M^dmeh 
"  of  common  decency  *,  pity  is  no  more  ;  ihdigna- 
**  tion  ufurps  its  place.  The  day  of  reckoning,  as 
'*- to  this  world,  is  at  hand.  Here  by  the  rribft 
^'r  ;lucky  accident  are  all  the  parties  but  one^  who 
f*::has  for  the  prefent  efcaped,  who  durft  accufe 
"that  lady.— You,  Madam,"  to   Mrs.  Melmoth, 

■  '  "are 
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"  are  called  on,  by  the  laws  of  honour  and  juftice, 
"  to  expofe  this  difgrace  of  nobility." 

**  Let  me  pafs,  fcoundrel,"  faid  Lord  Sutton,  in 
a  fury — "  Stevens,  naake  away." 

"  If  Stevens  ftirs,  my  Lord,"  anfwered  Wil- 
kinfon  coolly,  "  he  goes  over  thefe  balluftrades." 

"  "What,  do  you  mean  to  murder  me,  villain  f  * 
— The  company  noM'-  interpofed.-^-Mrs.  Mclmoth 
was  now  vexed  (lie  had  urged  this  interview  ;  and 
Anna,  who  knew  not,  in  her  own  practice,  what 
revenge  was,  begged  Wilkinfon  to  let  him  go ;  faid 
fhe  was  the  offended  perfon. 

**  Pardon  me,  Lady  Anna,"  fiiid  the  refolute 
young  man,  "  as  being  the  reprefentative  of  beauty, 
"  innocence  and  virtue,  you  are  ofFende<:l  ;  but  it 
**  is  thofe  divine  attributes  thcmfelves  that  man  has 
**  injiired.  His  whole  life  has  been  one  continued 
**  fccne  of  outrage  to  one  or  other  of  them  : — 'T 
"  cannot  mean  to  hurt  his  crazy  perfon,  but  fee 
*'  you  not,  it  is  his  foul  that  lliakes  ?—■ i-Comc,  my 
"  Lord,  be  fcated."  Here,'*  drawing  out  his 
watch,  and  (liewing  it  to  him,— i*-"  one  half  hour 
"  will — I  wiili  to  hold  convei'fe  with  you/'— -He 
was  proceeding,  when,  to  the  utter  amazement  of 
the  company,  the  noble  Lord  fainted  away,  the 
man  of  the  (hop  fortunately  catching  him  in  time 
to  prevent  his  fall. 

The  ladies  were  alarmed,  and  Charlotte  abufive, 
not  that  fhe  cared  a  pin  for  the  fituation  of  her  no- 
We  keeper,  but  ilie  had  an  inveterate  hatred  to  mo~ 
deify  ;  it  excited  her  ire  wherever  Ihe  met  it,  and 
fte  never  milled  an  opportunity  cxfteftifying  this 
amiable ^ifpofition.  ,,    *,,    ,  r 

From  her,  and  from  her  appearance^,  the^dadlc 
foul  -of  Anna  flirunk  with  abhorrence ;  and  Bently, 
taking  hokl  of  Wilkinfon's  arm,  faid,  "  be,\met- 
'*  ciful,  young  man  -,  ;therc  is  in  your  count enanoe 
'^  what  Shocks  that  fnOnfter-of  guilt  more  than  it? I 
M  5  "  ycur 
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^*  your  virtuous  indignation  can  utter.  I  am  my- 
■**  fclf  fcarce  recovered  from  a  fit  of  horror  at  your 
■*^  voice  and  looks  ;  he,  I  am   fure,  can  bear  nei- 

*,*  ther.  See,  he  revives.  Suffer  him  to  depart 
''^whither  fate  and  his  OM^n  inchnation  leads  him  ; 
y.  his  teftimony  in  herfavouris  an  infult  to  Lady 
^f  Anna.     Let  him  go." 

"'  "  You  are  at  liberty  to  depart,  my  Lord,"  fa  id 
JLady  Anna  ;  "  I  forgive  you. — You  are  indif- 
"  pofed.  I  am  forry  we  came  in." 
■  .Without  attending  to  her,  his  eyes  fixed  on  Wil- 
kinfon,  he  told  him  he  was  ready,  he  was  prepared 
for  the  half  hour,  and  requefledhim  to  come  near 
him.  "  I  will  hear,"  he  continued,  "  all  you  have 
"  to  fay,  M^hen  you  have  gratified  me  in  one  point 
"  — let  me  fee  your  watch." 

"  Ah,    my   Lord,  you  fhall    hold    it,    if  you 
]«rpleafe.'' 

"He  took  it  in  his  hand,  trembling  violently,  and, 
jlpoking  -on  the  locket  which  was  faflened  to  the 
chain,  and  on  Wilkinfon,  alternately,  the  tears 
rolling  down  his  cheeks,  at  length,  v/ith  fighs  and 
groans  he  could  not  now  reftrain, 

"  This  trinket,  I  need  not  alk  for, — I  know,  I 
,",  feel,  it  was  thy  mother's  ;  and  thou  wilt,  in  thy 
■  *^  turn,  feel  horror,  when  thou  art  told  thou  art — " 
his  voice  finking  into  a  faint  whifper,  "  myfon.^* 
.Amazement  kept  all  dumb  but  Bently,  whofe 
fi^ghs,  though  lefs  audible,  were  bitter,  and  who, 
With  his  fpread  hand  on  his  bofom,  feemed  wait- 
ing the  event,  in  agitation  not  to  be  defcribed. 

"Anna  went  to  him,  and,  fuppofing  him  af- 
fected, as  they  all  were  at  what  was  pafiTmg,  the 
unJiappy  malady  he  had  been  affli6ted  with  always 
m  lier  thoughts,  when  (he  faw  him  unufually 
moved,— fhe  begged  him  to  retire  into  an  adjoining 
room  with  her  ; — he  did  fo, — and  there,  fupported 
by  his  charming  young  friend^  he  gave  vent  to  the 

oppreflion 
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opprelTion  on  his  >cart  ;  and,  (in  a  voice  fcarce 
articulate  from  his  agitation)  told  her,  Wilkinfon's 
mother  was  his  wife  !  Anna  darted  with  furprize 
and  fympathy. 

."  Oh  !  too  fure,  cried  he,  (lie  was  !  feduced, 
**,  ruined,  and  abandoned  by  this  villain  ! — ^Where, 
"  Oh  !  where — in  what  obfcure  corner  of  the  earth 
**  did  {he  finiHi  her  wretched  being  ? — It  was  in 
"  her  fate  I  felt  my  Anna's, — y?>t'r  cataftrophe  made 
"  me  tremble  for  thine. — His  name  was  a  fuiHcient 
"  proof  of  bafenefs, — and  your  avoiding  him  of  in- 
'*  nocence.  Dear,  ill-fated  wife  of  my  fouJ ! — but 
**   let  me  not  think  of  her 

"  Her  voice  fiiill  vibrates  on  my  raviihed  ear  ; 
**  ftill  melting  there,  and  with  voluptuous  fweet- 
**  nefs,  thrilling  through  my  heart. — Oh  !  to  for- 
'*■  get  her." 

Anna  wept  in  perfecfl  agony  at  this  renewal  of 
grief  in  a  friend  ihe  now  more  than  ever  revered  ; 
(he  perfuaded  him  to  go  no  more  into  the  prefence 
of  a  man,  who  had  fo  deeply  injured  him  \  he,  indeed, 
deterred  as  much  by  his  own  principles,  which 
held  duelling  but  as  murder  palliated,  as  by  the 
pitiable  ftate  in  which  he  was,  which  took  awav 
every  thought  of  revenge,  wifhed.not  ever  more  to, 
behold  the  wretch,  who,  in  return  for  his  friend- 
ihip  and  hofpitahty,  had  ruined  his  peace,  antl 
robbed  him  of  every  earthly  happinefs  j  he  there- 
fore went  out  ;it  a  fide  door,  telling  Anna,  at  part- 
ing, that  as  now  in  her  fweet  focicty,  and  in  her 
promife  of  never  driving  from  her  prefence  an  old 
man  that  loved  her,  he  prornifed  himfelf  forrie  few 
<lays  of  peace  ;  and  though  Wilkinfon  was  the,  fpn 
of  a  villain,  he  was  alfo  the  offspring  of  his  loft  (Ca- 
roline, and  he  might,  in  time,  wifh  to  be  better 
known  to  him  ;  he  would  chufe  it  ihould  be'in^is 
own  name  i^ld  chara<^er.— *f  You  will  tlierefofe, 
..-1'  .I^a4y)v^nn^/;,jad4/^4.]^e,,  ".^nupim^  ^ojo^ir 


'*  friends  by  my   roal   name,  ^vhich   is  Siiihmers 
^*  ITie  caufe  for  changing  it  v/ill  revealitTelf." 

When  llie  returned  to  the  company,  imother  af- 
fe£ling  fcene  prefcnted  i.tfeli.  Wilkmron  was  at 
that  time  bending  "his  knt'e  to  SiitMi,  ivhofe  looks 
betrayed  how  little  his  confci':;nce  told  him  he  -ihe- 
rited  refpetl:,  though,  from  hh  own  fon  ;  the  time 
was  approaching,  of  which  his  feelings  gave  him 
but  a  melancholy  preiiige,  when  art,  pkufibility, 
Or  even  riches,  would  not  avail. 

A  martyr  to  difcafe,  unconnected  \vith  any  of 
thofe  blefled  ties  that,  in  foft  fympathy  and  i-cfpe6l- 
ful  love,  can  footh  the  ftefrn  approach  of  death 
drawing  near  to  that  omnipotent  being,  whofe 
commands  had  all  been  broke,  but  from  whofe 
awful  fentence  of  retribution  his  foul  Ihrunk  with 
terror,  he  had  vainly  varied  the  fcene  from  place 
to  place. 

He  had  in  a  paroxyfm  of  rage  turned  the  unof- 
fending Villars'out  of  his  houfe,  to  which,  though 
in  poverty,  and  experiencing  the  reverfe  of  fate, 
which,  in  her  unenviable  fituation,  is  fure  to  be  the 
objeft  of  triumph  to  the  world,  flie  refufed  to  re- 
tiu*n  ;  but  though  he  could  thus  brutally  he£lor 
over  this  poor  j^oman,  whofe  cafe  was  the  more 
pitiable  as  her  heart  had  neither  iliared  in  either 
the  fin  or  fliowof  her  fituation,  he  wanted  fpirit  to 
afliime  the  mafterfhip  of  his  own  houfe  at  Bath, 
where  a  wretch,  whofe  exiftence  was  a  fcandal  to 
fociety,  lived  in  fplendour  -,  making  the  man  who 
fupported  her  the  common  theme  of  her  mirth 
among  her  abandoned  aflbciates  :  for  this  reafon  he 
■put  off  his  journey  to  Bath,  though  advifed  as  the 
only  remedy,  till  he  was  almofl  unable  to  perform 
ihe-  journey  ;  at  laft,  under  the  proteftion  of 
.Stevens,  he  had  ventured  to  approach   his    own 

■\^'''''  This 
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This  c6iirequential  perfon  was  the  fon  of  a  fiflier- 
rtian,  who  had  been  fent  a  cadet  to  India,  by  the 
interefl  of  a  handibme  houfemaiil  (his  relation)  to  a 
Director,  and  who  by  implicitly  obeying  the  private 
as  well  as  public  Commands  of  his  then.  Colonel,  had 
6btained  from  hini  a  hentenant's  eonimillion,  and 
was  further  honoti'red  <vith  beiilg'his  Coilftiirit  ah'd 
c/My  companion. 

It  happened  very  unfortunately  for  this  perfon, 
that  his  going  to  India  was  not  fix'ed  on  earlier,  as 
Lord  Sutton  left  that  part  of  the  world  within  two 
years  after  his  arrival  there ;  fo  that  it  was  only  in 
that  jutl  dill  I  ngui  flier  of  merit's  power  to  put  him 
over  the  heads  of  a  fc6rc  or  two  of  young  men  of 
foifie  pretenfidns';  weiik  ones  iildeed,  it  mii'ft  be 
confe'fled,  fuch  as  rtielting  under  the  torrid  zone, 
froin  their  infancy,  warring  with  infidels,  and  lo- 
fing  their  blood  in  the  company's  fervicc  •,  trifles  of 
fmall  iiiiportance  in  coniparifon  with  the  intereft  of 
a  great  man  ;  and  wholly  dilVegardeJ,  till  the  Co- 
lonel left  the  country,  when  his  fuccellor,  although 
he  had  ilrongly  recommended  Stevens,  not  feeing 
with  his  eyes^,  and  having  no  occafion  for  the  pri- 
vate femccs  of  fo  clever  a  fellow,  was,  unfortu- 
nately for  him,  of  opinion  he  had  already  iidvanced 
higher  in  rank  than  he  could  ever  merit,  and  gave 
him  to  underlland  there  was  but  one  Way  to  retain 
a  promotion  in  his  idea  very  ill  bellowed.  Stevens, 
always  good  at  a  hint,  followed  his  "patron,  and 
contrived  to  render  himftlf  as  neceflary  to  Lord 
Sutton  in  England,  as  he  had  been  to  Coldnei  Gor- 
get in  India. 

But  the  interviev/  with  Wilkinfon,  and  that 
young  man's  fcnfe  and  fpirit,  the  genuine  emblems 
of  the  honour  and  i*e(fl:itude  of  his  principles,  opened 
a  new  fcene  ;  it  gave  Lord  Sutton,  in  the  offspring 
of  his  own  blood,  a  defirable  companion  for  his 
heavy  hours,  an  eligible  prote6lion  from  the  infults 

to 
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to  vl^hich  his  infirm  (late  fubje<3:ed  a  man  whmii  no- 
body efteemed,  and  an  opportunity  of  appeafing  the 
unccafing  torments  of  his  confcience,  by  making 
fome  reparation  for  his  cruelty  to  the  woman  he 
had  deltroyed  in  a6ling  kindly  to  her  fon.  But 
from  what  had  pafled,  he  a6lually  feared  to  offer 
Wilkinfon  his  protection,  concluding  that  the  dif- 
covcry  of  his  confanguinity,  by  revealing  the  inju- 
ries of  his  mother,  muft  imprefs  him  with  fen- 
timents  of  hatred  and  contempt  for  the  author  of 
them. 

Strong,  indeed,  were  the  conflicls  in  the  bofom  of 
his  fon ;  it  was  not  without  great  repugnance  he 
could  pre^'ail  on  himfelf  to  bend  his  knee  to  a  man 
his  heart  was  inured  to  abhor  ;  but  the  agitation, 
the  emaciated  figure,  the  fond  expreffion  of  myfotiy 
my  Jon  ^  repeated  in  faint  and  fa  altering  accents  by  a 
parent  who  looked  as  if  quitting  the  world,  foftened 
and  aiTe6led  the  noble-minded  Wilkinfon  j — he  was 
in  the  attitude  of  kneeling  when  Anna  entered  the 
room. 

Lord  Sutton  attempted  to  rife  when  he  faw  her, 
but  his  weaknefs  prevented  that  mark  of  refpect  j  he 
befought  her  forgivenefs,  which  he  hoped  the  happy 
difcovery  of  his  fon,  who  he  would  amply  reward 
for  his  friendfhip  to  her,  would  induce  her  to  grant; 
and  that  an  event  fo  very  remarkable,  might  be  the 
means  of  a  general  pardon  •,  to  accelerate  which, 
he  would  voluntarily  do  her  the  juftice  that  had 
been  demanded,  and  immediately  related,  without 
ijiny  other  referve  than  what  was  due  to  dear  felfj 
.giving  the  credit  of  the  viilany  to  his  confederate 
■Frajan,  all  the  fchemes  concerted  between. them 
to  draw  her  into  his  fnares,  avowing  his  full  inten- 
tion. When  Ihe  left  Lay  ton,  to  make  her  every  ho- 
nourable amends  in  his  power.  He  congratulated 
,  feer  on)  her  prefent  rank,  which  was  briefly  hinted 
itd.himj    and  being  as  able  as  willing  to  make 

atonement 
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atonement  for  the  errors  of  his  condu<^,  he  en- 
treated it  might  he  no  more  remembered. 

Anna,  for  the  firft  time  in  her  life,  felt  herfelf 
obdurate  to  the  pleas  of  penitence.  Atonement ! 
(lie  repeated  to  herfelf,  what  atonement  cau  be 
made  to  our  generous  Summers  ?  what  were  the 
pangs  of  Lord  Sutton  to  his  P  how  can  he  ever  for- 
give the  wretch  by  whofe  bafenefs  he  was  firft  de- 
prived of  his  wife's  honour  and  then  of  his  reafon  ? 
ihe  had  yet  before  her  the  venerable  old  man  ftrug- 
gling  with  his  forrow : — with  that  impreflion  on 
her  mind,  flie  turned  from  Sutton  with  unafFe£led 
contempt  and  difguft.  ^    '    i.i 

Mrs.  Wellers,  glad  to  fee  the  profpect  that  open* 
ed  for  Wilkinfon,  and  knowing  the  natural  fweet^ 
nefs  of  Anna's  difpofition,  fiiw  her  with  wonder 
turn  unmoved  by  the  voice  of  repentance.    Wilkinr 

fon  followed  her  retreating  ftepj? "  Will  yoiji 

"  not.  Lady  Anna,"  faid  he,  "  forgive  my  fa^ 
"  therr 

"  For  me.  Sir,"  anfwered  (he,  "  to  forgive  his 
"  unprofperous  iniquity,  is  eafy;  and  he  will,  I 
**  prefume,  make  Mrs.  Melmoth  amends  for  his 
**  ungrateful  return  to  her  goodnefs  and  hcfpita- 
"  lity.  On  you,  Sir,  who  are  his  acknowledged 
"  fon,  he  has  the  moft  facred  claims ;  but  there  is 
"  one  from  whom  I  am  juft  parted,  with  the 
*'  barbed  arrow  deep  in  his  heart,  from  whence  no 
"  conceihon,  no  repentance,  no  a6t  of  kindnefs 
"  can  extracfl:  it  -,  his  anguifh  muft,  I  fear,  my 
**  Lord,  embitter  your  days,  however  happy  fuch 
"a  fon,  and  the  revived  attention  of  fuch 
"  friends  (looking  at  Mrs.  Melmoth)  may  make 
"  you."  i 

The  friends  of  Anna  were  as  much  at  a  lofs  'ds 
the  guilty  Lord ;  they  could  by  no  means  develope 
her  meaning.     Obferving  the  curiofity  Ihe  excitcil. 
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"  whnt  arguments/'  fhe  continued,  "what  plea, 
"  or  what  promifes  will  Lord  Sutton  ufe  to  pre- 
"  vail  on  the  hufband  of  Mr.  Wilkinfon's  mother, 
*^  on  my  good  Mrs.  Wellers'  friend  Eently,  the 
"  kind  protector  of  Anna  Manfel,  to  forgive  him  ? 
"  Who  will  be  his  advocate  with  General  Sum- 
«  mers?  Yes,  Madam,"  to  Mrs.  Wellers,  "  there 
^  the  calamity  originateii  that  deprived  our  excel- 
*^  lent  friend  of  his  fenfes  !" 

liord  Sutton  darted  with  guilt  and  aflonifliment 
-—It  was  long  fmce  the  name  of  the  unhappy  ge- 
iieral  had  been  heard  in  the  world.  He  had,  it  is 
true,  whether  from  motives  of  curiofity  or  fear  I 
will  not  detciTnine,  matie  private  inquiries  after 
the  man  he  had  fo  barbaroufly  injured,  and  learnt 
the  dreadful  confequence  of  lofs  of  peaces  was  lofs 
of  reafon  ;^  all  further  refearches  proving  fruitlefs, 
■he  concluded  he  had  long  joined  the  group  of  ac- 
"culing  fpirits ;  v/hich,  whether  from  the  burning 
climes  of  India,  or  the  freezing  ones  of  Iceland, 
are  fure  to  meet  in  the  prefence  of  an  avenging 
"And  jlaft  Creator. 

,  After  a  fhort  filence,  "  I  have  none,  INIadam,'' 
anfAvered  the  ennobled  culprit,  "  but  thofe  which 
"  'flow  from  your  perfuafive  lips  j  and  be  allured 
*'  if  you  will  con defcend  to  plead  my  caufe,  or  ra- 
V  ■  ther  your  OM'^n,  which  is  mercy  and  coinpafiion, 
^^f.[m  every  Succeeding  ?jti  of  my  life,  I  v/ill  be  go- 
'^^"verned  by  yOu  j  and  in  enmeft  of  my  intention 
^'f  to  court  the  applaufe  of  an  angel,  I  will  begin 
•<t;,jwith  one  I  know  will  plead  with  you  beyond  all 
'*^  I  can  fay.  Mrs.  Melmoth,  how  it  was  poffible 
*i  for  you,  fo  early  in  life,  to  involve  yourfelves 
"  fo,  you  befl:  knovv^ : — your  hufband's  grandfa- 
«  ther  with  his  eilate,  which,  till  the  latter  part 
"^■■oT  his  life,  was  little  more  than  half  what  he 
-^  left  his  fort,  brought  up  a  large  and  expenfive 
-''I'fttmily.j  all  of  v/hom  are  now  in  different  lines 
•''  "  refpe^table 
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*'  r'efpecliible  and  valuable  members  of  the  com- 
'*  rniinity,  exteiidihg  their  influence  and  conne6li- 
"  ons  to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  while  the 
"  heir  and  reprefentative  of  the  family  has  been  fo 
**  eitremcly  inattentive  both  to  the  honour  and 
"  intereft  of  it,  as  to  fell  the  greateft  patt, 
"  and  deeply  mortgage  the  reft,  of  the  amplb 
"  eftate  he  inherited  fiom  his  anceftors." 

**  You  muft  pardon  this  rctrofpcft refpec^ 

"  to  the  late  worthy  Mr.  Melmoth,  my  firft  and 
"  bed  bcnefacftar  and  friend  calls  for  it.  My 
"  crimes  \vill  be  to  the  advantage  of  your  fa- 
"  mily;  the  paternal  eftate  ftiall  once  more  hk 
"  your  own." 

"  That  it  is  already,"  replied  Mrs.  Melmoth 
with  fpirit :  "  Lady  Anna's  goodnefs  and  genero- 
**  fity  have  already  furniflied  Mr.  Melmoth  with 
**  means  to  fecure  that ;  and  though  fo  much  bet- 
*'  ber  qualified  for  a  reprover  than  your  Lordlhip, 
**  without  a  fingle  refleclion." 

"  Well,  Madam,"  returned  the  mortified  peer, 
**  it  will  be  to  my  honour  to  follow  her  example ; 
"  aiid  that  I  may  be  fure  not  to  repeat  the  error,  it 
"  feems  I  have  been  guilty  of,  my  favours  fhall 
"  be  conferred  where  no  room  has  been  given  for 
**  reproof.  I  have,  as  you  now  know,  a  fon ;  my 
"  fortune  muft  be  therefore  divided  j  but  I  will 
<*  immediately  fettle  five  thoufand  pounds  on  each 
**  of  yoiir  daughters." 

"  Will  you,'  my  Lord  ?"  anf^i'ered  ftie  ;  «  Why 
"  then  1  declare  you  will  be  very  good  at  laft. 
u  And"— 

She  was  interrupted  in  acknowledgements,  which 
came  but  half  cordial  from  her,  by  the  intervention 
of  Charlotte  Madan,  who  had  no  idea  of  ftanding 
a  fileht  fpe£1:ator  while  Lord  Sutton  gave  away  his 
fortune  by  thoufands.  '  '    "  ' 

"  Cob'e, 
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**  Come,  CO':  c,  my  Lord,  don't  be  ridiculous," 
faid  the  impencixahle  woman,  "  do  let  us  go  j  you 
**  have  certainly  an  infanc  fit  on  you  this  morning. 
**  Five  thoufand  pounds  indeed  ! 

Lady  Anna  and  her  party,  finding  what  an  ad- 
dition was  going  to  be  added  to  their  converfation^ 
immediately  left  ihem,  all  but  Wilkinfon ;  who> 
at  his  earneft  requefl,  ac;:ompanied  Lord  Sutton 
home,  followed  by  Stevens  and  his  charming 
miftrefs. 

The  Peer,  now  confcious  of  the  happy  contrail 
in  his  fituation,  on  entering  his  own  houle,  from 
that  in  which  he  had  left  it,  was  no  fooner  in  his 
library,  than  he  revealed  to  his  fon  the  hatred  he 
bore  Madun  •,  and  leaving  the  terms  entirely  to  him, 
entreated  him  to  clear  the  houfe  of  the  infamous 
incumbrance  before  he  came  to  it,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  foon  for  a  continuance.  "Wilkinfon  foon 
knew  enough  of  his  father's  willies  to  authorize  an 
immediate  alteration  in  his  houfe  •,  he  wanted  not 
refolution  or  underftanding.  Sorely  againft  her 
V/ill,  the  divine  Charlotte  was  obliged  to  fettle  the 
terms  of  abdicating  with  him.  He  offered  her  200I. 
a  year  for  life.  She  refufed  to  accept  it.  He  gave 
lier  an  hour  to  refolve  in.  She  continued  obfli- 
nate.  He  then  offered  her  lool.  She  was  out- 
tageous.  "  And,"  continued  he,  '*  if  you  do  not 
**  in  half  an  hour  know  your  own  intereft,  it  fhall 
^'  be  taught  you  by  a  conftable,  who  will  have  di- 
;^^'  re^lions  to  turn  you  out  without  any  thing." 
■^Away  went  Madan  to  confult  her  afTociatCs-,  within 
the  time  (he  returned  better  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  man  fhe  had  to  deal  with,  accept- 
ed the  annuity,  removed  her  valuables,  and  fet  off 
Mt6  London  the  fame  night. 

^- J  Stevens  was  permitted  to  continue;  and  Villars 
"Mvas  fent  for,  as  his  Lordfliip's  increafrng  diford^rs 
j'endered  a  nurf6  neceflary,  and  no  one  acquitted 
bvti:  herfclf 
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herfelf  in  that  characler  (o  much  to  his  fatlsfa£lion. 
At  Wilkinfon's  requifition,  and  promife  to  provide 
for  her,  (lie  returned  to  her  office,  to  the  great  joy 
of  his  Lordfhip. 


T 
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Trut/j   lulll  out.  '    -Kill 

HIS  fudden  fit  of  penitence  in  a  man  whof^ 
whole  life  had  been  one  continued  fcene  of  wick- 
cdnefs,  may  well  furprize  my  readers — the  fa£l  is. 
Lord  Sutton  was  ftill  confident — vanity  and  often- 
tation  were  yet  the  ruling  paffions  of  his  mind,  a 
fenfe  of  prefent  guilt,  and  a  dread  of  future  punilli- 
ment,  alTiftcd  perhaps  a  Httle  by  dame  Nature  in 
his  feelings  towards  Wilkinfon,  put  him  entirely 
off  his  guard  in  the  recent  difcovery  of  his  fon  ; 
but  had  that  young  man  come  to  him  in  the  garb 
of  poverty,  deftitute  of  wealth,  and  friendlefs,  un- 
prote£l:ed  and  unprovided  for,  far,  very  far  be  it 
from  me  to  infinuate  Lord  Sutton  could  have  pot- 
fibly  given  way  to  the  appearance  of  repentance 
and  paternal  affedlion  in  fuch  a  degree :  the  cafe 
was  widely  diflcrent  j  Wilkinfon  was  in  a  ftate  of 
genteel  independence,  the  reward  of  his  own  me- 
rit J  he  M^as  moreover  on  the  point  of  marriage  into 
an  antient  and  honourable  family  -,  and,  his  con- 
necSlions  were  of  fo  valuable  a  fort,  that  he  who 
had  been  aiming  at  refpe£tability  his  whole  life 
without  fuccefs,  now  faw  an  opening,  through  tlie 
Q^^p^ring  .q[  her  he  .had  deftroyed,  which  he  ■  flat- 
;.:j1i;  i  tered 


1^0  ANN      A. 

f^r^d'  i^imfelf  might  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
{btm  connecTlions  among  that  part  of  mankind  he 
now  beheld  in  the  moil  favourable  point  of  view- 
being  wholly  deferted  by  the  flimfy  undefirable  at- 
tachments his  wealth  had  made,  felf-intereft,  there- 
fore, that  unerring  guide  to  minds  like  his,  taught 
him,  now  to  affume  the  femblance  of  penitence ; 
and  oflentation  gave  to  Mr.  Melmoth's  children 
what  gratitude  wanted  power  to  enforce.  He  af- 
fefted  the  mod  profound  refpedl  for  Lady  Anna  j 
nothing  that  had  the  fan6lion  of  her  approbation, 
but  met  his  hearty  concurrence,  nor  any  thing  flie 
difliked  would  he  bear  to  hear  mentioned.  Mifs 
Herbert  was  the  friend  of  Lady  Anna  ;  how  then 
could  he  be  lefs  than  charmed  with  his  intended 
daughter-in-law — The  plan  of  going  to  Wales  fo 
fobn  was  what  he  could  by  no  means  confent  to  : 
be  thought,  and  with  reafon,  as  it  was  in  his  pow- 
er to  fet  his  fon  above  any  kind  of  traffic,  he  had  a 
right  to  his  company  till  his  health  fhould  be  re- 
flored ;  which,  though  his  diforder  and  weaknefs 
increafed  every  hour,  he  had  great  hopes  of;  and 
he  much  wifhed  to  fee  Mifs  Herbert — the  refult 
was,  Wilknifon  wrote  a  ftate  of  the  whole  affair 
to  Mrs.  Herbert,  requefting  flie  would  prevail  on 
his  dear  Patty  to  accompany  her  to  Bath,  previous 
'to  their  journey  to  Wales. 

Anna,  v/hofe  natural  abhorrence  ftill  continued 
to  Lord  Sutton,  and  whofe  afiedion  and  refpe^t 
for  General  Summers  was  too  great  to  fuiTer  any 
perfohal  intercourfe  to  fubfiil  between  her  and  the 
obje£t  of  his  deteftation^  was  yet  prevailed  on  by 
her  regard  for  Mifs  Herbert,  and  Wilkinfon,  to 
anfw(lr  with  civility  the  fetters  he  was  continually 
peftenhg  her  with,  under  the  pretence  of  afking 
her  advice  and  opinion,  and  llie  took  care  to 
bind  him  to  His'  jromife  on  behalf  of  the  Mifs 
Melmothsi   ''--'-'./^   '■■-'  ■ 

^   -    '  Mr.  Mel- 
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Mr.  Melmotli  in  the  mean  time  wrote  from  tbft 
Lodge;  he  informed  them  he  had  changed  the 
deeds,  and  was  then  preparing  for  the  reception 
of  his  lady  :  the  money  he  fald  v/as  paiil  Mr.  Aflibyi 
at  the  grove,  in  the  prefence  of  his  filler,  whofe; 
looks  and  behaviour  were,  one  fpiteful,  the  other 
rude — "  Oh,"  cried  Mrs.  Melmoth,  cxultingly, 
"  the  very  firil  thing  I  do  Ihall  be  to  vifit  her,  and 
"  entertain  her  with  Lady  Anna's  hiftory  ;  (lie 
"  will  not  outlive  tliat,  and  Lord  Sutton's  gift  ta 
"  my  girl,  nor  exift  in  the  prefence  of  my  fweet 
*'  natural  daughter."  It  was  time,  indeed,  Mrs, 
Melmoth  fliould  begin  to  prepare  for  her  confine-, 
ment.  She  gratefully  confented  to  refign  Eliza  to 
the  care  of  Lady  Anna,  v/hofe  fondncfs  for  her  in- 
creafed  every  moment.  She  was  a  lovely  young, 
creature;  her  education  had  been  fomewhat  ne- 
glected; but  {lie  had  now  every  advantage  good 
inftru6lors  and  clofe  application  could  give. 

Thofe  occurrences,  which  threw  the  interefl  ,Qi. 
her  friends  fo  much  in  her  way,  contributed  not  a 
little  to  the  quiet  of  her  own  mind.  Conftantly 
employed,  and  that  in  a  manner  moft  delightful  to 
herfelf,  as  flie  was  contributing  to  the  happinefs  of 
others,  an  avocation  fo  perfedly  agreeable  to  her 
felciSl  friends,  that  it  fully  engaged  them  all,  fhe 
found  herfelf  lefs  unhappy  than,  in  the  Ctuation  of 
her  mind,  might  be  expelled. 

Lord  Sutton's  illnefs  increafing  beyond  a  pofubi- 
lity  of  recovery,  his  fon's  conftant  attendance  qti, 
him  became  abfolutely  neceflary  ;  for,  though  Ste- 
vens was  dill  there,  he  could  not  bear  toDe  left 
alone  witiv  him — Hov/ever  he  had  live(f^  .jbij^aX'O^^- 
lliip  chofe  to  die  in  decent  company.        r.'       ,.    .    \ 

From  this  circumftance  it  was,  his  wifh  i(i  fee- 
Mifs  Herbert  had  not  been  mentipned  to  Anng. 
He  had  v/rote  to  Sir  William  Edwin  his  fuU  appro- 
bation of  his  fon's  choice,  and  fignified  his  inten- 
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tion  of  fettling  ten  thoufand  pounds  on  Mifs  Her- 
bert.— That,  indeed,  he  had  confulted  her  on  ;  but 
of  the  requeft  that  accompanied  it  fhe  was  entirely 
ignorant  •,  which  was,  that  they  might  be  married 
kt  Bath — that  as  his  recovery  was  retarded  beyond 
his  hope,  he  might  not  lofe  the  comfort  of  his  fon*5 
company. 

This  requeft,  very  relu(S):antly  on  the  part  of 
Lady  Edwin,  was  granted.  Mifs  Edwin's  entrea- 
ties carried  Sir  William  and  his  lady,  and  confe- 
quently  Mr.  Herbert,  in  the  party  to  Bath  ;  and 
Anna,  whofe  friends  were  beginning  to  congratu- 
late her,  and  themfelves,  on  her  returning  health 
and  tranquillity,  found  all  her  philofophy  evaporate 
at  fight  of  Mifs  Herbert,  who  flew  into  her  dref- 
iing-room  with  fpirits  greatly  elated  at  the  unex- 
pecSled  good  fortune  of  her  lover,  and  imparted  to 
her  the  invitation  that  had  brought  them  to 
Bath,  entreating  her  friend  to  prefent  her  to  Lord 
Sutton. 

*^  The  aftonifhment  of  our  heroine,  the  diftrefs 
dhd  embarraflment  this  ftep  occafioned  her,  is  not 
to  be  conceived.  She  came  to  Bath  to  avoid  being 
Vtritnefs  to  fcenes  fhe  apprehended  would  afFeft  her 
life  •, — by  the  ftrangeft  accident  in  the  world,  that 
circumftance  had  been  the  imperceptible  means  of 
htr  being  purfued  by  what  flie  dreaded  more  than 
^eath. 

■'■'She  condemned  Herbert,  in  her  own  mind,  for 
being  prevailed  on  to  come  where  fhe  was.  She 
accufed  him  of  barbarity  ;  and  could  hardly  refrain 
from  openly  exprefTing  her  difpleafure  againft  him, 
and  complaints  at  the  fate  that  followed  her  :  but 
it  was  ftill  in  her  power  to  remove,  and  her  ill 
health  gave  her  an  excufe  for  leaving  a  place  that 
did  not  agree  "with  her,  and  for  not  going  out  or 
leeihg  coiSpany  Nvhile  fhe.  ftayed. 

v-j,!0-,;   ,      s:\\    L.wi        .1         ..  ■..      ,  But 
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But  Patty  was  too  earneil  in  her  petition,  to  be 
introduced  by  her  to  Lord  Sutton^  to  be  refiifed. 
It  was  at  all  times  painful  to  Anna  to  put  a  nega- 
tive on  any  requeft  made  to  br'v,  confillent  with 
her  own  ideas  of  propriety.  Sb<.  v<  as  incapable  of 
an  a6l  of  ill-nature  or  caprice ;  and  therefore 
agreed  to  call  for  what  part  of  the  family  chofe  to 
go,  at  feven  in  the  evening-,  but  excufed  herfelf, 
in  a  card,  from  paying  her  refpe£l:s  to  her  aunt  at 
their  lodgings,  on  account  of  her  health.  This 
could  be  hardly  called  an  excufc  •,  it  was  confirmed 
by  the  alteration  in  her  looks ,  for  never  did  there 
breathe  fo  exa£t  a  pi(fture  of  Shakcfpeare's  love^ 
lorn  maid;  (lie  pined  in  thought;  and  her 
folicitude  to  deceive  her  friends  was  fo  great, 
(he,  it  might  be  literally  and  truly  faid,  fmiled  at 
g"ef. 

Mifs  Herbert  left  her  exceedingly  fliocked ;  and 
meeting  her  brother  as  fhe  was  going  into  their 
lodgings,  "  Oh  !  Charler>,"  faid  flie,  "'Lady  Anna 
"  Trevanion  is  very  ill — you  cannot  think  how 
'^  fhe  is  altered — Good  heavens !  what  is  the  mat- 
"  ter,  brother  ?  How  pale  you  are  !" — He  anfwer^ 
cd  not,  but  pafled  on.  She  repeated  her  bad  news 
to  Lady  Edwin  and  Mrs.  Herbert ;  they  were  both 
extremely  concerned;  and  were  going  to  her  di- 
rectly, but  Wilkinfon,  who  had  not  yet,  though  it 
was  his  father's  particular  requeft,  aflumed  the 
name  of  Gorget,  coming  to  wait  on  Sir  William, 
to  name  the  truft  for  Patty's  fettlement,  they  wer^ 
prevented. 

Mifs  Edwin  then  made  her  appearance ;  flie  had 
been,  flie  faid,  half  the  town  over,  and  actually 
did  leave  a  card  at  Anna's  door. 

Mr.  Summers,  at  dinner,  mentioned  a  circum- 
ftancc  that  appeared  odd  to  him ;  he  met  Mifs  Ed- 
win, and  not  knowing  the  family  were  come  to 
Bath,  was  rather  furprifed ;  he  had  the  curiofity 

to 
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to  fee  \vhere  ihe  went;  fhe  had  nqt  pafled  him 
ipany  paces  before  fhe  wa$  joined  by  a  young  olfi- 
cer,  and  on  enquiry  of  a  chairman  who  belongejl 
to  the  hoLife  he  i\\\v  her  enter,  fopnd  Mv^-  Ed>yin 
was  like  wife  at  Bath,  and  lodged  there. 

Mrs.  Wellers,  at  this  intelligence,  very  ferioufly 
remonftrated  againft  concealing,  at  lead  from  Sir 
William  and  Lady  Edvnn,  the  improper  connec- 
tion their  daughter  was  forming,  there  would  elfe, 
flic  was  fare,  be  another  tragical  fcene  in  the  fa- 
mily ;  Anna  would  not  heaj.*  of  any  kind  of  inter- 
ference from  her  friends;  and  being  hurt  at  Mrs. 
Wellers^perfilling  in  the  juftice  of  the  act,  it  was 
dropped. 

In  the  evening  having  apprized  Lord  Sutton  of 
her  intentions,  Lady  Anna  called  fgr  Mrs.  and 
Mifs  Herbert;  Lady  Cecilia  refufing  to  vifit,  on 
any  terms,  a  man  who  bad  cfFered  fuch  indigni- 
ties to  her  family,  did  not  accompany  them,  but 
engaged  with  Sir  William  to  meet  her  at  dieir  re- 
turn at  her  own  houfe.  They  were  received  at 
Sutton  Houfe  by  Mr.  Wilkinfon,  and  condu6ted 
into  the  library  which  adjoined  his  Lordiiliip's  dref- 
fmg  room,  and  was  the  farthcft  place  his  weakness 
would  fufFer  hirn  to  be  moved  to. 

He  was  rejoiced  to  fee  Lady  Anna  on  any  occa- 
fiOn,  and  in  this  compajiy  her's  was  doubly  y/el- 
come,  exhibited  his  grandeur,  and  talked  very 
largely  of  the  great  things  he  meant  to  do  for  his 
fon ;  he  W2S  very  rich,  and  as  he  had  informed 
Sir  William  Edwin  this  morning,  when  he  did  him 
the  honour  of  calling  oh  him,  -he  intended  to  leave 
the  principal  part  of  his  fortune  to  his  fon,  and  his 
heirs. 

He  prefented  Mifs  Herbert  v/ith  a  very  £ne  fuit 
of  pearl,  and  fome  valuable  diamonds,  when  loojv- 
ing  at  Anna,  with  a  figh,  he  could  not  reilrain,  he 

faid. 
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faid,  in  a  low  voice,  were  defigned  for  another  oc- 
cafion. 

Mrs.  Herbert  then  told  him,  fhe  was  at  a  lofs, 
kind  as  he  was  to  her  daughter,  liow  to  mention 
Lady  Cecilia's  family  reafon  for  chufing  Mifs  Ed- 
win fhould  be  married  at  Trevanion,  all  her  gene- 
ration but  one  had  plighted  their  vows  at  the  fami- 
ly chapel,  and  all  but  that  one  had  been  profperous 
and  happy.  Patty  had  engaged  to  accompany  her 
coufm  to  the  altar;  and  although  Lady  Edwin  did 
not  fay  anything,  (lie  was  furc  it  would  very  much 
difpleafe  and  hurt  her  if  any  alteration  took  place ; 
the  obligations  of  her  family  to  her  brotlier  and 
fifter,  flie  added,  were  fo  numerous,  as  well  as 
binding,  it  would  be  with  great  pain  flie  fliould 
take  any  flep  which  did  not  meet  their^ntire  ap- 
probation. 

Anna,  who  longed  to  get  rid  of  them  at  any 
rate,  feconded  Mrs.  Herbert;  encouraged  by  fo 
powerful  an  advocate,  flie  ventured  to  aflc  his 
Lordiliip's  permiHion  for  his  fon's  accompanying 
them  to  Wales,  and  there  to  have  the  two  cere- 
monies performed,  as  before  agreed,  at  one  time ; 
he,  with  his  ufual  deference  and  partiality  to  Lady 
Anna,  confented  to  their  requeft,  on  condition  his 
fon's  ftay  did  not  exceed  a  fortnight ;  thus  circum- 
fcribed  in  point  of  time,  which  it  was  the  more  ne- 
ceiTary  for  Wilkinfon  to  obferve,  as  his  Lordfhip^s 
(late  of  health  was  fo  very  precarious,  when  they 
returned,  Lady  Edwin  fixed  on  leaving  Bath  the 
next  day. 
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X  H  £  alteration  in  the  looks  of  our  heroine  was 
too  ftriking  to  efcape  the  notice  of  Lady  Edwin — 
Greatly  alarmed,  ftie  renewed  her  intreaties  for 
her  to  accompany  them  into  Wales,  but  finding 
fhe  could  not  prevail,  told  her  (he  would  be  denied 
no  longer  than  till  her  daughter  was  married  : 
Trevanion  Houfe,  which  had  been  fo  long  unte- 
nanted, mull  wait  another  fummer  :  fhe  would  not 
be  denied;  her  dear  niece  mufl  pofitively  finilh 
this  with  her. 

Anna  fmiled ;  but  nothing  was  farther  from  her 
thoughts  than  going  to  any  place  where  it  was  pof- 
(ible  to  meet  Charles  Herbert  and  his  bride — her 
feelings  convinced  her,  that  was  a  trial  fhe  was  not 
equal  to — indeed  the  efFe61:  the  idea  of  being  near 
them  had  on  her  health,  rendered  the  refolution  to 
avoid  them  abfolutely  neceffary.  She  had  been  in 
a  conftant  flutter  of  fpirits  from  the  inilant  of  their 
arrival — flie  dreaded  to  meet  Mr.  Herbert,  yet  her 
eyes  were  perpetually  drained  after  each  paffing 
object — She  knew  he  would  not  prefume  to  come, 
to  her  houfe;  yet  every  rap  at  the  door  threw  her 
into  a  violent  palpitation;  fhe  gafped  for  breath 
when  his  name  was  mentioned ;  but  all  other  fub- 
jefts  on  which  the  converfation  turned  during  the; 
time  her  aunt  flayed,  wanted  power  to  engage  her 
attention ;  the  vifible  change  of  her  countenance 
in  the  courfe  of  the  evening  were  obferved  with 

equal 
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equal  forrow  and  anxiety  by  the  friendly  Mrs. 
"Wellcrs.  WHien  Lady  Edwin  took  her  leave, 
Anna,  who  had  bore  up  like  a  true  heroine,  own- 
ed fhe  found  herfelf  very  much  indifpdfed  ;  the  agi- 
tation of  her  fpirits  was  fo  great,  that  a  fever  of  the 
he£lic  kind,  to  which  fhe  was  very  fubje£t,  in- 
crcafed  with  fuch  violence  before  next  morning, 
that  quiet  was  recommended  by  her  phyfician,  as 
the  only  means  of  preventing  its  dill  farther  alarm. 
Lady  Edwin  was  admitted  for  five  minutes  only ; 
her  concern  for  her  niece  was  fmcere  and  unafFedl-* 
ed ;  fhe  told  Mrs.  Wellers,  though  the  marriage  of 
her  daughter  was  of  fuch  importance  to  her  peace, 
{he  did  not  think  it  polTible  (he  could  furvive  any 
accident  that  might  happen  to  break  it  off;  yet 
her  amiable  niece  was  too  dear,  to  be  left  in  fuch 
a  ftate :  if,  therefore,  a  very  favourable  alteration 
did  not  take  place  in  her  health,  fiie  would  pod- 
pone  her  journey,  in  order  to  give  Lady  Anna  her 
perfonal  attendance. 

Mrs.  Wellers  faw  in  Lady  Edwin's  folicitude  to 
accomplifh  the  union  between  Charles  and  Cecilia, 
the  folly  of  hoping  that  any  thing  could  happen 
from  procraftination,  in  the  lead  flattering  to  her 
widies — die  knew  the  honour  of  the  family  could 
not  be  more  engaged  than  the  delicacy  of  Anna, 
who  would  diudder  at  the  thought  of  conne6ling 
herfelf  with  a  man  who  had  been  guilty  cf  n  breach^ 
of  contract,  nor  indeed  had  die  any  idea  her  forti- 
tude would  be  put  to  that  trial  by  Mr.  Herbert. 

It  was,  therefore,  as  matters  dood,  her  opinion, 
the  fooner  the  wedding  was  folemnized,  the  foon- 
cr  Lady  Anna  would  recover  her  health  and  peace ; 
the  one  much  injured  and  the  other  intirely  broke. 
She  imparted  her  thoughts  to  Mr.  Manfel,  who 
coincided  with  her,  and  joined  her  in  intreaties  to 
their  young  friend,  to  confider,  before  it  was  too 
N  2  late, 


2j5«  anna. 

late,  the  injury  flie  was  doing  hcrfelf,  and  the  pain 

{he  inil  idled  on  her  friends. 

Anna  owned  the  propriety  of  their  arguments, 
and  more  feverely  condemned  her  own  weaknefs 
than  it  was  poflible  for  them  to  do,  but  bewailed 
h^r  inability  to  conquer  it. 

"  If  this  frefh  aggravation  had  not  happened," 
fald  (he,  "  change  of  fcene,  time,  and  the  many 
"  calls  of  humanity  and  charity,  on  the  power  I 
.'^  am  invelted  with,  by  filling  my  time  in  the  ex- 
*Vercifes  of  benevolence,  might  have  done  much 

J-,^*^  for  me — but  fate  itfelf  purfues  me the  evil  I 

**;  dread  more  than  the  deprivation  of  my  exifl- 

,^^  enccj    follows   my  fteps — would  to  God   they 

*'  were  married — I  really  believe  in  my  prefent 

**  ftate  of  mind,  that  event  only  can  give  me  one 

,.*.^^. moment's  eafe." 

_/  As  this  was  precifely  the  opinion  of  both  Mrs. 
Wellers  and  Mr.  Manfel,  they  informed  her  of  the 
refolutlon  Lady  Edwin  had  taken  to  wait  her  reco- 
very, and  were  proceeding  to  urge  the  neceflity 
there  was  for  her  to  fummon  all  her  refolution  at 
this  important  crifis — when  Anna,  fenfible  of  what 
prudence,  honour,  and  delicacy  demanded,  inter- 
rupted them — "  Oh !  fay  no  more,  I  am  better 
*'  now,  I  will  rife  this  moment — let  them  go — tell 
*'  my  aant  I  am  well,  quite  well  •,  pray  fend  di- 

>  "  reftly." "  Your   recovery,    my  dear,"  faid 

,.  JVIrs.  Wellers,  **  will  appear  a  little  too  fudden ; 
ofh  y^^^^  Lady  Edwin  calls  we  will  attribute  your 
^1^  Jndifpofition  to  a  cold,  and  that  may  be  repre- 
^''*f /fented  as  flight  as  you  pleafe  ;  we  will  then  leave 
?  .^/  jto  Mr.  Manfel  the  uncertain  life  of  Lord  Sutton,        j 
J  [*^"to  induce  them  to  keep  to  their  plan  of  leaving       M 
"^'f*  "Bath,  and  I  truft,  when  no  longer  harrafled  by       I 
.^5^thofe  continual  interruptions,  you  will  then  be       ■ 
,  ^  reftored  to  ^6  power"  of  feeling  that  happinefs       I 


ANNA.  269 

''  in  ypiWTrflOwn  b^Cpm,  your  beneficent  difpofition 
**  leads  you  to  extend'  to  others."  *'^^^.J 

Mr.  Manfer^  folicitude  not  being  lefs,  and  his 
fentiments  exa^^ly  thofe  of  Mrs.  Wellers,  he  in- 
'flantly  went  to  Sir  William  Edwin's  to  bedn  his 
part  of  the  bufinefs ;  here  he  met  Mr.  Wilkinfon, 
who  informed  them  the  phyficians  had  at  a  conful- 
tation  that  morning  declared,  they  did  not  think  it 
pofiible  Lord  Sutton  could  live  a  month;  and 
though  this  was  not  told  him,  the  very  fmall  hopes 
they  gave  rendered  him  very  earned  to  have  the 
marriage  over.  Wilkinfon  ventured  to  hint  a  wifn, 
that  it  might  be  concluded  at  Bath;  Lady  Edwin 
oppofed  it,  and  that  very  flrenuoufly ;  ihe  had  her 
own  private  rcafons  for  haftcning  the  marriage  of 
Cecilia,  and  forefaw  if  they  flayed  longer  at  Bath, 
that  miifl  of  courfe  be  deferred ;  a  thing  of  all 
ethers  the  leaft  dcfirablc  to  her.  Charles  Herbert 
lilt  a  filent  auditor  of  this  coiivcriiition,  in  which 
Sir  William  and  Mr.  Manfcl  joined,  giving  it  as 
their  decided  opinion,  the  union  of  Mr,  Wilkinfon 
and  Mifs  Herbert  ought  on  no  account  to  be  de- 
ferred. Mrs.  Herbert  confidering  the  penitence 
of  fuch  a  man  as  Lord  Sutton  might  proceed  more 
from  caprice  and  terror  of  death,  than  any  real 
good  difpofition,  and  confequently  not  to  be  de- 
pended on,  was  likewife  an  advocate  for  expediting 
the  nuptials.  Lady  Anna's  health  was  the  only 
point  that  embarralTed  her  aunt :  that^  Mr.  Manfel 
aflured  her  was  in  no  danger  ;  and  as  fhe  had  the 
fatisfacflion  of  finding  Anna  up  and  chearful  in  the 
evening,  (he  took  a  very  affeflionate  leave,  and  the 
family  fet  out  the  next  morning  for  Wales.  Nei- 
ther Wilkinfon  nor  Manfel  went  with  them,  Lord 
Sutton  having  peevifhly  leflened  the  leave  of  ab- 
fence,  from  a  fortnight  to  eight  days  ;  it  was  judg- 
ed expedient  for  the  family  to  go  firfl,  and  that 
when  all  was  ready,  the  bridegroom  fhould,  ac- 
companied 
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companled  by  Mr.  Manfel,  follow  them  to  Dennis 
Place. 

Patty  and  her  lover  took  leave  of  Anna  in  the 
evening ;  ihe  rejoiced  when  fhe  found  they  were 
a(3:ually  gone,  and  a  very  acceptable  ceflation  to 
her  gloomy  reflections  arrived  the  next  day  in  her 
uncle  and  Mr.  Melmoth;  Mrs.  Melmoth's  fitua- 
tion  rendered  it  proper  Ihe  fhould  leave  Bath  j  the 
Lodge  was  prepared  for  her  reception ;  the  tenants 
and  dependants  of  that  refpe6i:able  family  were  im- 
patient to  hail  the  return  of  the  Squire  to  the  man- 
fion  of  his  anceftors — it  was  with  regret  on  all  fides 
this  feparation  was  confented  to,  and  Mrs.  Mel- 
moth  protefted  fhe  could  not  ftir  till  Lady  Anna 
promifed  to  fee  her  before  fhe  went  to  Wales, 
which  fhe  very  readily  did. 

Eliza  continued  with  our  heroine,  and  the  Mel- 
moth  family  left  Bath  with  the  happy  certainty  of 
entering  gates  they  feared  were  for  ever  fliut  to 
their  approach,  of  looking  with  confcious  right  and 
authority  round  thofe  domains,  the  value  and  beau- 
ty of  which  had  been  difregarded  by  their  pofTefTors 
till  the  Inflant  they  were  on  the  point  of  lofing  an 
earthly  paradife  by  their  own  folly  and  extrava- 
gance ;  their  pleafure  and  their  joy  was  the  more 
fenfible,  as  they  felt,  in  their  prefent  happinefs, 
the  reward  of  their  former  benevolence.  Mr.  Mor- 
dant, v/ith  whom  juftice  and  generofity  were  only 
fo  far  divided  as  to  fuffer  the  former  to  precede  the 
latter,  had  not  only  taken  the  mortgage  out  of 
Mr.  Afhby's  hands,  but  in  a  manner  that  flattered 
in  (lead  of  wounding  the  pride  of  Mr.  Melmoth, 
reimburfed  him  for  the  expences  of  Anna's  edu- 
cation in  fo  liberal  a  flile  and  manner,  that 
plenty,  as  well  as  peace,  again  dwelt  at  Melmoth 
Lodge. 

The  young  Eliza  now  became  the  particular 
care  of  Anna ;  Mr.  Summers  was  her  moral,  and 

Mr.  Manfel 
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Mr.  Manfel  her  divine  preceptor  :  in  this  pleafing 
employment  Anna  hoped  to  find  relief  from  tile 
corroding  and  anxious  feelings  of  her  mind  j  but 
thofe  were  too  potent  to  be  thus  e\"aded ;  her  fever 
increafed,  the  intermiflions  became  lefs  regular, 
and  her  appetite  entirely  failed ;  the  hours  ufually 
devoted  to  deep  were  thofe  in  which  (he  indulged 
in  a  luxury  of  grief;  her  funk  eyes  and  wan  cheeks 
fpoke  a  language  it  was  not  poflible  for  love  and 
friendlliip  to  mifapprehend  :  the  firft  phyficians 
were  again  called  in  :  Mr.  Mordant*s  uneafinefs 
was  only  to  be  equalled  by  that  of  the  General  ; 
Manfel  durll  not  truft  himfelf  to  look  at  her,  and 
Mrs.  Wellers'  own  health  was  fo  much  affected,  it 
•n'as  often  out  of  her  power  to  attend  her  young 
friend ;  IVIrs.  Clarke  was  therefore  fent  for  down 
cxj)refs,  and  added  another  mourner  to  the  melan- 
choly group.  Wilkinfon  v/as  all  impatience  for 
his  fummons,  but  ncverthelefs  felt  in  the  general 
folicitude  for  a  life  fo  dear  :  the  doctors  were  wea- 
ried with  queflions ;  yet  what  anfwers  could  they 
return,  confiftent  with  the  fkill  they  profefled,  but 
what  they  had  already  given — that  much  might  be 
hoped  from  her  youth  and  conilitution,  but  more, 
infinitely  more,  depended  on  the  ftate  of  her 
mind. 

Anna  heard  their  opinions  without  emotion,  but 
her  countenance  exhibited  too  little  concern  in  their 
prognoftics  to  pleafe  her  uncle. 
'^  He  conjured  her  not  to  break  his  heart  by  her 
■  ^'^'iiriaccountable  fadnefs  :  (he  averred,  all  that  lay 
with  herfelf  was  willingly  done  to  regain  her  lolt 
health ;  "  but  if,"  faid  fhe,  "  it  is  the  will  of  my 
"  Maker  to  call  me  from  a  life,  in  which,  except- 
"  ing  the  love  of  a  few  friends,  I  have  never 
"  known  pleafure,  at  fo  early  a  period,  who  ftiall 
"  arraign  his  wifdom  !  ] ' 

.*f  Oh 
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■■s,\'*^  Oh  Anna!"  anfvvered  Mr.  Summers,  "  cJo 
c-^  you  efteem  the  love  of  a  few  friends  a  trifle ! 
'**  Do  not  affe6l  an  apathy  for  which  your  fenfibi- 
**  lity  difqualifies  you  !  Believe,  the  love  of  real 
**  friends  is  Heaven's  bed  gift :  it  is  a  treafure  far 
"  more  valuable  than  your  eftate." 

"  I  efteem  it  fo,"  returned  fhe,  "  my  ever  kind 
*'  monitor ;  but,  valuable  as  it  is,  call  me  not  un- 
**  grateful:  I  had  greedily  fet  my  heart  on  more; 
"  the  difappointment,  you  fee,  has  hurt  me.  I 
**  cannot  fly  from  myfelf,  elfe  would  I  be  any  liv- 
"  ing  being  who  is  innocent,  rather  than  Anna 
**  Trevnnion  ;  but  unhappy  as  I  ccnfefs  I  am,  you, 
"  I  am  fure,  alarm  yourfelves  without  reafon.  If 
**  this  illnefs  is  to  be  final,  it  muft  greatly  increafe  ; 
**  I  have  myfelf  no  forebodings ;  my  fufferings  are 
*'  merely  mental ;  it  may,  perhaps,  affe£l  my 
**  health,  but  not,  I  hope,  fatally;  I  have  heard  the 

**  South  of  France ." 

^^"  Oh,"  cried  the  General,  "  it  is  the  very  place 
"  for  you." 

"  And,"  continued  Anna,  taking  her  uncle's 
hand,  which  fhe  prefled  to  her  lips  with  the  utmoft 
warmth,  both  of  duty  and  afl^e^tion,  **  if  that  will 
*'  not  do,  my  dear  and  honoured  uncle,  we  will 
**  go  with  you  to  Jamaica  ;  and  we  will  ftcal  my 
*^  good  maternal  friend  from  her  worthy  hufband, 
*'  if  wc  cannot  prevail  on  him  to  accompany  us. 
«  WHiat  would  I  not  do,  where  would  I  not  go,  to 
"  add  to  the  happinefs  of  fuch  friends  ? — Let  us 
"  inftantly  take  an  airing — Briftol  is  recommend- 
"  ed ;  if  the  place  pleales  us,  we  will  go  there, 
"  juft  to  beguile  the  time. — I  cannot  leave  Eng- 
"  land  without  Mr.  Manfel ; — and  if  it  fhould  not 
**  be  poffible  for  my  dear  Mrs.  Wellers  to  go ; — 
''"  Oh,"  interrupted  the  good  woman,  "  don't 
•* '  mention  that ;  depend  upon  It,  I  will  not  leave 
**"  you,  till  your  health  is  re-eftablifhed,  though  I 
b^vj'mil  u  am 
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"  am  half  an  invalid  myfelf."^— The  carriage  was 
ordered.  Mr.  Mordant  and  the  General  chofe  to 
go  onhorfeback. — ^The  environs  of  Briftol  are,  per- 
haps, the  mod  beautiful  and  pi£lurefque  in  the 
world.  As  they  rode  over  the  Downs,  Mr.  Man- 
fel  fhewed  them  the  Welch  hills,  over  which  they 
travel  to  Llandore. — Anna  ftarted. — 

''  That  high  one  that  feems  to  lofe  its  top  in  the 
*'  clouds,"  faid  the  good  man,  "  is  very  plainly 
"  difcernible  from  the  afcent,  at  the  back  of  Llan- 
"  dore  caflle  j" — a  ftarting  tear  accompanied  re- 
colleftion. 

He  continued,  "  Often,  my  dear  Anna,  have  I 
**  looked  from  thence  toward  it,  with  a  fecret  wifh 
**  to  know  where  you  was,  and  a  fervent  hope  you 
"  would  once  again  repafs  it  ;  when  the  happieft 
*'  among  the  happy,  no  wifh  ungratified,  no  prayer 
'*  unanfwered,  carried  down  my  departed  faint,  we 
"  went  that  road. 

"  Oh,  Sir  !"  anfwered  Anna  her  face  bathed 
in  tears,  while  he  ftrove  to  conceal  his,  "  no  more 
**  lead  to  the  memory  of  that  blefled  woman  ;  no 
V  more  retrace  that  fpot,  thofe  fcenes  !  which  are 
'*  clofed  on  me  for  ever  ;  mifery  and  defpair  are 
**  the  only  reliques  of  the  peaceful  ferenity  of  four 
**  happy  years  fpent  at  dear  Llandore.  Mrs.  Man- 
**  fel's  death  anticipated  misfortunes  meant  to  clu- 
"  cidate  the  wifdom  of  Providence  ;  but  there, 
''.alas  !  my  prefent  forrow  did  not  originate  ;  too 
''  late  were  the  warnings  of  my  ever  lamented 
"  friend.  Your  village,  your  houfe,the  white  chim- 
*'  nies  of  Llandore  are  this  moment  in  my  fight ; 
".  there  you  fit  in  your  morning  gown,  reading  ; 
f'here  is  my  more  than  mother,  trying  on  a  pair 
"of  fpe<5i:acles,  laughing  at  her  awn  figure  in 
"  ^them  :  between  you  {lands  the  happieil  of  or- 
*'  phans,  jufl  equipt  to  go  with  dear  Mifs  Jlerbert 
"^  to  the  caftle,  deta.ined  pnly  to  recfive  13.  ch^gCj- 
^tf'n'  N  5 '  '^delivered 
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\^*'  dfelivered  in  the  voice  of  kindncfs,  not  to  be  out 
**  late  ;  not   to  venture  through   farmer  Jones's 

"1^**  fieM,  and  not  to  overheat  myfelf  in   walking. 

^'•*  Oil,  that  all  my  life  had  been  palTed  in  that  hum- 

*f  ble  flile  !" — Here  a  flood  of  tears,  in  which  her 

'■■rcverentl  friend  accompanied  her,  gave  fome  eafe 

to  her  heart,  burfting  as  it  was  with  anguifh,  and 

"'  the  mofl  tormenting  recollections. 

7sv^  Mr.  Mordant  then  joining  them' with  his  obfer- 
Vatlons  on  the  country,  fhe  was  fuffered  to  in- 
dulge in  filence  refledlions  which  contributed  not 
to  the  benefit  fhe  hoped  from  the  air  and  exercife. 

At  Clifton,  a  remarkably  pretty  houfe,  appa- 
rehtly  new  fitted  up,  in  a  romantic  fpot,  overlook- 

•^  ing  the  wells,  in  full  view  of  the  river  and  St.  Vin- 
cent's rock,  engaged  their  notice,  and  Anna,  much 
pleafed  with  the  fituation,  flopped  to  enquire  what 
accommodation  there  was. 

The  ladies  were  fhewn  into  a  very  neat  drawing- 
room,  while  the  gentlemen  were  admiring  the  prof- 
pc£ls  round  -,  on  their  proceeding  to  take  a  further 
view  of  the  houfe,  a  perfon  pafled  Anna  haftily, 
who  fhe  Immediately  recollefted  to  be  Mrs.  Hughes, 
the  friendly  widow  to  whofe  humanity  fhe  had 
been  fo  much  obliged  in  the  fmall  pox  y  her  firfl 
emotions  were  thofe  of  joy  at  feeing  a  perfon  to 
wliom  fhe  was  fo  much  indebted,  and  having  no 
idea  the  woman  could  have  any  objection  to  a  ren- 
contre, which  file  predetermined  fhould  be  to  her 
advantage,  ilie  followed  her  up  flairs  into  a  fmall 
room,  where  to  her  aflonifhment,  on  a  table  lay  the 
coat  and  train,  of  which  fhe  had  been  robbed,  and 
which  Mrs.  Hughes  was  haflily  catching  up.  Sur- 
prife  now  took  the  place  of  pleafure — might  fhe 
believe  her  eyes — was  it  pofhble — could  Mrs. 
Hughes  be  the  perfon  whofe  difhonefly  caufed  her 
fuch  forrow  ?  The  poor  woman,  when  (he  faw 
Anna  had  fixed  her  eyes  on  the  coat,,  dropped  hers, 

in 
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in  evident  confufion  ;  neither  fpoke  till  joined  by 
Mrs.  Wellers. 

Lady  Anna's  countenance,  her  aftonifhed  look  at 
the  coat  fo  often  defcribed,  foon  explained  the 
matter. 

"  What,"  cried  Mrs.  Wellers,  "you  have  then 
"  difcovered  the  thief." 

Another  perfon  at  this  moment  appeared  as 
little  expected,  though  perfedlly  known  ;  it  was 
Bates ;  who  kneeling  at  the  feet  of  Lady  Anna, 
confelTed  the  robbery,  finding  he  could  not  con- 
ceal it  without  fufFering  the  odium  to  lay  on  his 
fitter. 

The  whole  tranfa61:ion  reflected  fo  much  on  the 
unhappy  Edwin,  that  Anna  was  rejoiced  there 
were  no  other  witneiTes  to  a  difcovery  fo  little  to  his 
credit ;  and  the  native  goodnefs  of  her  heart  ex- 
ulted to  find,  though  fo  nearly  related,  Mrs.  Hughes 
was  unacquainted  with  the  depravity  of  her  bro- 

Bates  faved  fome  money  in  Edwin^s  .{eiryice, 
which  he  increafed  by  marrying  a  wonian  of  iji-^all 
dower,  and  had  taken  this  houfe,  which  he  rneant 
to  let  in  lodgings  ;  Mrs.  Hughes  was  at  that  time 
on  a  vifit  to  his  wife,  and  they  were  very  bufy 
looking  over  and  arranging  his  things,  when  Anna's 
carriage  flopped  ;  Mrs.  Bates  attended  the  ladies 
to  the  apartments  ;  the  firft  glance  Bates  had  ofpur 
heroine,  knowing  how  his  wife  and  fifterwere 
employed,  in  the  utmoft  hurry  he  fcnt  the  latter  to 
put  the  fine  coat  and  train  they  had  been  admiring, 
out  of  fight,  without  explaining  his  reafon. 

The  lively  gratitude  of  Anna  prevented  its  being 
hid  J  and  her  regard  for  Lady  Edwin  and  the  ho- 
nour of  her  family,  forbade  her  faying  any  thing 
more  on  the  fubjedl,  than  privately  ftipulating  for 
its  being  reftored  to  Mrs.  Defmoulins,  witbwhieh . 
Bates  was  glad  to  come  off.  '  ".  '    ^ 

'  "' This 
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-^.'•BRjs  tranfa£tion  prevented  her  taking  the  houfe  ; 
^rnl  after  making  Mrs.  Hughes  a  prefent  fuitable 
to  her  own  ideas  of  the  fervices  fhe  had  rendered 
her,  they  returned  to  Bath,  amufed  if  not  diverted : 
here -they  found  a  cliaife  at  the  door,  and  Wilkin- 
fon  impatiently  waiting  with  the  welcome  mandate, 
and  letters  for  Lady  Anna  from  her  friends  at 
Dennis  Place. 

"  Noivy  Anna,"  whifpered  Mrs.  Wellers,  "  for 
"  your  fortitude,  new  let  your  fenfe  of  propriety, 
**  the  dignity  of  your  rank,  and  the  pride  of  your 
:*f.fex  fupport  you."  .  ^  y 

,</?•**  I  know,"  anfwered  {he,  trembling  and  out,  of 
breath, "  I  fhall  be  better  when  it  is  over ;"  fhe  took 
the  hand  of  Manfel  as  he  pafled,  kifled  hers  to 
Wilkinfon,  and  hurried  to  her  apartment. 

Manfel  having  been  in  daily  expectation  of  his 
fummons,  was  inflantly  ready,  and  with  ftriCl 
charge  from  Mrs.  Wellers  to  fend  an  exprefs  the 
moment  the  ceremony  was  performed,  he  took  a  re- 
lu£t  ant  leave. 


CHAP.     XCI. 

The  Wedding. 


A  H  E  hard  trial  was  nOw  at  hand  ;  poor  Anna, 
in  this  arduous  moment,  endeavoured  to  recoUeO:  all 
the  leflbns  fhe  had  been  taught  for  her  own  pra£tice, 
and  all  fhe  had  obferved  in  her  friends  :  there  was 
not,    in  her  relbarches,  a  fingie  example,  from 

whence 
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whence  (he  could  derive  ftrength  of  mind.  Philo- 
fophy  would  not,  and  refleO:ion  could  not,  adminif- 
ter  the  confolation  (he  fo  much  wanted  ;  to  fly  from 
her  own  thoughts  was  the  only  means  that  offered 
of  comfort  ;  in  this  expedient  Mrs.  Wellers  was 
her  indefatigable  afllftant  :  flie  hurried  her  from 
one  amufement  to  another  ;  ftill  pointing  out  to 
her  the  admiration  fhe  excited,  and  the  homage 
paid  to  her  merit,  as  well  as  charmS;  Ever  prudent, 
judicious,  and  kind,  fhe  neither  a  moment  loft 
fight  of  what,  at  fuch  a  critical  and  painful  period, 
was  due  to  friendfhip,  nor  ftudioufly  avoided  the 
fubjeft,  whenever  Anna  mentioned  the  Edwins, 
or  Herbert  ;  neverthelefs,  the  intervening  fpace 
would  have  been  flill  more  tedious  and  unhappy, 
had  it  not  been  diverted  by  incidents  that  engrbfled 
fome  part  of  their  attention. 

Stevens  called  on  Lady  Anna  the  third  morning 
after  Mr.  Wilkinfon  had  left  Bath,  with  a  moft 
terrible  account  of  the  ftate  of  Lord  Sutton's  mind 
and  health  ;  he  acknowledged  himfelf  to  have  I5ng 
been  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  though  he 
had  not  revealed  thofe  his  religious  principles,  on 
account,  for  many  years,  of  his  commilTion,  and 
lately  he  had  not  thought  of  any  religion  ;  but  now 
the  reproaches  of  his  confcience  were  lb  flrong,  ab- 
folution  muft  be  had  at  any  price  ;  and  nothing 
would  fatisfy  him  but  fending  for  a  prieft,  a  coun- 
tryman of  his  father's,  now  at  Bath,  in  the  train  of 
a  foreign  ambaffador. 

Stevens,  if  he  had  not  honefty  enough  to  be 
really  concerned  for  the  intereft  of  Wilkinfon,  had, 
at  leaft,  a  competent  fliare  of  regard  for  his  own, 
which  he  conceived  in  a  more  promifing  line  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  of  honour,  than  in  that  of  a  bigoted 
prieft  ;  he  therefore  intreated  Lady  Anna  to  mtef- 
fere  j  but  a  look  from  her  venerable  friend  Had 
:  more  force  in  her  gentle  bofom  than  all  he  coutd 

-,  ^y> 
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fay ;  even  though  the  interefl  of  Patty  was  at  (lake, 
{he  begged  to  be  excufed  ;  and  that  no  inducement 
might  be  wanting  to  the  abandoning  the  bad  man 
to  his  deftiny,  before  Stevens  left  her,  a  poor  wo- 
.man  fent  a  petition  to  be  admitted. 

At  another  time,  perhaps,  (he  might  have  been 
referred  to  Clarke  ;  but  as  this,  to  divert  the  pafFmg 
moment,  was  all  that  Mrs.  Wellers  wifhed  ;  (he 
therefore  begged  Lady  Anna  to  admit  her. 

A  tall,  haggard,  dirty  woman  now  entered,  of 
whofe  perfon  Anna  had  not  the  leaft  recolleflion  ; 
ihe  was  beginning  in  broken  Englifh  an  apology  -, 
when,  feeing  the  Captain,  her  humble  ftile  was  in- 
ftantly  changed  into  a  volley  of  abufe  on  him  and 
his  noble  patron,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  our  he- 
roine underftood,  to  her  infinite  furprife,  this  per- 
fon was  no  other  than  Madame  Frajan,  and  that  the 
fubje6l  of  her  anger  was  not  being  rewarded  fui- 
table  to  her  eftimation  of  the  fervices  fhe  had  ren- 
dered Lord  Sutton  in  her  injurious  conduct  to  An- 
na. In  the  courfe  of  her  accufations,  mixed  with 
■imprecations  fhocking  to  the  ears  of  the  refpe<Slable 
inmates  of  Lady  Anna  Trevanion's  houle,  who,  all 
but  Ste\'cns,  flood  aghaft,  ihe  pourtrayed  her  own 
and  the  wickednefs  of  her  aflbciate  ;  he  indeed, 
having  been  active  in  one  part  of  what  {lie  called 
her  ill  ufage,  and  more  ufed  to  fuch  language,  knew 

.  how  to  return  her  diale£l. 

fl..  ^When,  however,  Mr.  Mordant  heard  her  accufe 
him  of  urging  her  to  leave  Mifs  Edwin's  fervice, 

i  and  receiving  from  her,  in  the  name  of  his  Lord, 
Mrs.  Melmoth's  lace,  to  prevent  her  obtaining  her 
own  pardon,  by  a  free  confeffion,  he  could   hold 

>  no  more,  no  more  reflrain  his  rage  ;  the  evident 
wretchednefs  of  her  circumftances  loft  all  claim  to 
charity,  the  iniquities  of  her  life  demanded  punifh- 

;  ment,  and  both  thcfe  partners  in  vice  were  thruft 
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out  of  the  houfe  with  the  contemJ)t  and  abhorrenlce 
they  deferved. 

When  they  retired  to  drefs,  Mrs.  Wellers  pro- 
pofed  to  Anna  going  to  the  play,  where  the  foul- 
harrowing  Siddons  was  to  perform  Ifabella.  With 
a  faint  fmile,  (he  declined  going  out  any  more ; 
this  was,  perhaps,  the  very  laft  day  fhe  might  think 
on  her  Herbert  without  a  crime  ;  the  indiflbluble 
knot  might  be  already  tied  ;  fhe  would  fpend  it  in 
once  more  living  over  in  idea  the  happy,  happy 
moments  fhe  had  known  with  him  •,  flie  would  in- 
dulge, for  the  lall  time,  in  a  retrofpe6l  of  his  a£lions, 
both  at  Llandore  and  fince  ;  fhe  would  learn  forti- 
tude from  his  example  ;  (he  would  trace  with  her 
pencil  the  graces  of  his  perfon,  as  they  dwelt  on 
her  memory,  and  her  eftimation  of  perfection 
fhould  always  be  guided  by  thofe  of  his  mind. 

*  There  was  a  folemnity  in  her  manner  during 
this  declaration  ;  and  when  fhe  calmly  opened  her 
port  foiio,  that  afFeded  Mrs.  Wellers,  without 
alarming  her,  ilie  rang  for  her  work  bag,  and  fent 
an  apology  to  the  gentlemen  for  not  joining  them 
the  remainder  of  the  day. 

The  hours  pafled  in  a  folemn  kind  of  undefcri- 
bable  fadnefs,  and  the  clofe  of  the  day  had  already 
arrived,  without  the  dreaded,  yet  willied-for  mef- 
fenger  from  Dennis  Place. 

Mr.  Mordant  and  the  General  were  gone  to  the 
play,  and  a  (lillnefs  pervaded  in  the  houfe,  with 
which  the  feelings  of  its  lovely  miftrefs  ill  accorded ; 
with  each  revolving  hour  her  fpirits  flagged,  and  the 
remonftrances  of  friendfhip  were  loft  in  the  moft 
piercing  claims  of  fenfibility.  She  was  in  a  filent 
flood  of  tears,  when  a  loud  rap  at  the  door  alarmed 
her. 

She  darted. — "  I  will  not  fee  any  body.'V  ic:h 

"  I  have  given  dire£Hons,"  anfw€rdd  Mi:s.  )WeI- 
lers^The  door  opened. 

With 
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With  looks  of  tranfport,  and  unfpeakable  joy, 
in  ruftiedMr.  Herbert. 
^;.3rhe  ladies  fcreamed. 

..He  was  ia  a  moment  at  the  feet  of  Anna.  He 
feized  her  hand,  it  was  in  vain  {he  ft  niggled  to 
withdraw  it,  that  flie  commanded  him  to  rife — to 
retire. 

Never,  never  more  would  he  give  up  the  pre- 
cious pledge. — She  was  his  own — his  invaluable, 
his  deftined  Anna. 

What  did  he  mean  ? — Again  he  was  commanded 
to  retire. 

No  longer  the  defpairing,  the  haplefs  Herbert — 
he  dared  to  difobey,  and  to  glory  in  his  difobe- 
dience.  He  would  not  quit  his  pofture  till  he  read 
in  the  eyes  of  his  beloved  Anna  the  joy,  the  ecftafy 
himfelf  felt  at  his  freedom  ;  had  (lie  not  confefled 
fhe  loved  her  Herbert  ?  He  was  again,  he  aflured 
her,  free.  She  muft  forgive  his  tranfports  ;  the 
found  was  fo  joyful,  he  would  have  it  refound 
through  the  world,  "  Charles  Herbert  was  difen- 
"  gaged  from  Cecilia  Edwin — He  was  in  fight  of 
"  all  earthly  blifs, — he  was  at  liberty  to  pour  forth 
'*  the  long,  long  reftrained  love  and  adoration  of 
'*  his  foul  j — he  was  at  the  feet  of  Anna  Treva- 
«,  nion." 

3^*  There,"  faid  he,  with  the  triumph  of  truth  in 
bis  countenance,  and  ecftafy  in  his  manner,  "  is 
"  the  dear  mandate  of  blifs" — giving  into  the  hands 
of  Mrs.  Wellers  an  open  letter,  while  his  full  heart 
fhewn  in  his  fine  eyes,  and  he  was  unable  to  utter 
another  fyllable — ^buthis  filence  wanted  not  anima- 
tion :  the  honefl  joy  of  his  fond  heart  bathed  the  hand 
he  held  with  drops  of  love  and  rapture — his  agitations 
were  too  ftrong  for  articulation,  and  he  indulged 
the  tranfport  of  reading  in  the  countenance  of 
her  he  loved,  a  doubtful  joy  mixed  with  evident 
furprife. 

Herbert's 
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Herbert's  pofitive  declaration  of  freedom  carried 
too  much  the  femblance  of  truth  to  be  doubted  ;  but 
how  could  it  be — nothing,  Anna  thought,  but  the 
death  of  Cecilia  could  have  given  him  authority  to 
addrefs  her  with  fuch  afTured  hope  of  fuccefs,  and^ 
that  idea  (hocked  her — he  was  bid  to  rife — he  was ' 
difobedient — he  would  not  ftir. 

**  Have  you  read  that  divine  letter,  madam," 
faid  he,  addrelTmghimfelfto  Mrs.  Wellers,  "from 
"  the  kind  Cecilia  Edwin  ?" 

"  Ah  !  Charles,"  cried  Anna,  "what  have  you 
"  done  ?  Have  you  then  humbled  me  to  the  dud 
"  by  revealing  my  folly  to  her  ?  And  do  you  think 
**  I  will  accept  of  a  difmiflion  you  have  prevailed^ 
"  on  her  to  give  ?  Was  I  fo  groveling  in  my  ideas/ 
"  fo  mean  in  my  principles,  how  would  that  re- 
*'  concile  your  conduct  to  Sir  William  and  Lady 
**  Edwin,  to  yourfclf,  to  me,  and  to  the  world  ?" 

*'  Oh  !  to  be  furc,  my  anpjel,"  anfwered  Her- 
bert, "  Cecilia  Edwin  is  the  woman  to  give  up  a 
"  point  in  confideration  of  another's  happinefs, 
"  and  your  Charles  the  man  in  the  world  to 
**  afford  her  a  triumph  over  his  Anna.  But  Mrs. 
**  Wellers,  though  by  your  delighted  looks  I  per- 
**  ceive  you  have  read  thofe  celeilial  lines,  on  each 
"  fyllable  of  which  I  have  hung  with  inexpreflible 
**  tranfport,  you  do  not  congratulate  me  *,  you  have 
"  not  communicated  them  to  my  Anna.  Will  you 
"  be  fo  good  as  to  read  it  out  or  fhall  I  ?" 

"  Oh  !    pray   take   it  yourfelf,"  anfwered   the. 
good  woman,  fmiling  through  her  tears,  and  fold- 
ing her  young  friend  to  her  heart,  with  an  emotion 
fhe  could  not  refift,  though  her  fenfe  of  female  de- 
licacy kept  her  filent. 

"  Now,  Madam,"  faid  the  intoxicated  Charles,' 
"  let  me  read  to  you  a  letter  I  have  gone  through  a 
"  thoufand  times  already  \  there  is  not  a  fentencC; 

"  in 
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«'  in  It  I  have   not   feparately  blefled   over   and 
«  over." 

He  was  beginning — but  the  agitation  of  our  he- 
roine became  too  ftrong  to  fuffer  him  to  proceed. 
Mrs.  Wellers,  alarmed  at  the  changes  in  her  coun- 
tenance, begged  him  to  retire,  and  leave  the  let- 
ters with  her.  He  was  unwilling  to  obey  ; — but  on 
her  referring  him  to  the  looks  of  Anna  as  a  con- 
firmation of  her  ill  health,  and  on  promife  of 
re-admiflion,  he  left  the  room,  and  then  no  wit- 
nefs  prefent,  the  amiable  woman  alternately 
foothed  and  congratulated  her  friend  •,  and  the 
abfence  of  the  lover,  by  leaving  them  without  con- 
ftraint,  foon  gave  Anna  courage  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 


To  Charles  Herbert,  Esq. 

*'  And  did  you  really  fuppofe,  coufin,  Cecilia 
Edwin  meant  to  make  you  mafter  of  her  perfon  and 
fortune  ?  Only  one  motive  could  have  prevailed  on 
her  to  have  been  guilty  of  fuch  a  prepollerous  piece 
of  folly—that  of  puni(hing  your  prefumption,  and 
of  being  a  perpetual  plague  to  the  whining  love- 
fick  Anna.  But  it  woald  have  been  too  much  to 
dedicate  my  life  to  fuch  a  contemptible  purpofe. 
,  .When  next  I  fee  you,  I  fhall  bear  the  name  of  him 
"hvho  has  my  heart  ;  and  of  this  I  fhould  have  in- 
formed you  when  you  infulted  me  with  a  petition  to 
be  rejedled,  had  not  your  infolence  deferved  the 
punifhment  of  fufpence. 

C.  Edwin. 


«  If"  fald  file  faintly,    «  this  is  true  !    if " 

^.«  Oh  !  no  iPs  for  God's  fake,"  anfwered  Mrs. 
^Wellers,  "  I  muft  perform  my  promife,  Mr. 
riOiij-Jwu  "  Herbert 
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"  Herbert  muft  fup  with  us." — Not  forbid  by  the 
blufhing  Anna  he  was  re-admitted. 

Can  language  of  any  kind  do  juftice  to  the  felicity 
of  this  happy  evening,  when  two  amiable  young 
perfons  found  (without  any  reproachable  effort  of 
their  own)  the  hitherto  unfurmountable  bars  which 
oppofed  their  union,  totally  removed  •,  unreftrained 
by  a  fenfe  of  impropriety,  unawed  by  fear,  uncon- 
fcious  of  guilt,  bleffed  with  affluence  beyond  their 
wilhes,  when  fate,  which  had  fo  long  and  invaria- 
bly followed  them  with  omens  of  their  eternal  fe- 
paration,  now  relenting  prefented  to  their  view  un- 
interrupted peace  andendlefs  happinefs  :  if  there  is 
a  language  adequate  to  a  defcription  of  the  raptures 
of  two  fenfible  minds  fo  fituated,  I  am  unacquiiinted 
with  it.  Sacred  be  their  loves,  as  void  of  guilt  their 
forrows. 

They  parted  not  till  two  o'clock,  and  then  too 
happy  to  reft  :  but  how  different  may  be  the  effe£l:s 
from  one  caufe  ;  the  want  of  lleep  left  no  vifi- 
ble  traces  on  the  countenance  of  our  heroine  ;  fhe 
was  indeed  in  no  hafte  to  leave  her  apartment,  but 
Mrs.  Wellers,  whofe  pleafure  was  without  bounds, 
found  her  drellcd,  fwcet  as  the  opening  rofe,  her 
muflinlevet  and  linen  only  to  be  outdone  in  white- 
nefs  by  the  fkin  they  covered.  Joy  danced  in  her 
eyes,  and  her  beautiful  mouth  now  adorned  with 
the  fmile  of  tranquillity,  half  fhewed  a  double  row 
of  pearl,  and  exhibited  to  the  moft  enchanting  ad- 
vantage the  innumerable  dimples  which  furrounded 
it.  The  vifible  fatisfadion  this  lively  difplay  of  in- 
ward peace  gave  Mrs.  Wellers,  added  frefh  grace 
to  her  fmiles  ;  and  returning  her  filent  f:i'.ute  with 
mutual  exchanges  of  thofc  looks  true  cordiality 
only  can  fend  forth,  they  defcended  to  the  break- 
faft  room. 

The  General  and  Mr.  Mordant  had  been  fixing 
their  route  to  France,  and  ferioully  lamenting  the 

occafion 
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occafioh  which  obliged  them  to  take  it,  when  Mr. 
Herhert  was  announced. 

^ "  Herbert  !"  repeated  Mr.  Mordant  in  afto- 
nilhment. 

"  TVie  fame,  dear  Sir,"  anfwered  the  ftill  over- 
joyed Charles  ;  ''  he  comes  to  demand  your  con- 
'*  gratulations." 

"  On  your  marriage  to  be  fure,"  anfwered  Mr. 
Mordant  ;  "  but  what  can  have  brought  you  fo 
"  foon  to  Bath  -,  is  Mrs.  Herbert  with  you  ?  Is 
"  Wilkinfon  come  ?" 

"  Not  fo  faft,  my  dear  Sir,"  returned  Herbert. 
"  No,  you  are,  if  you  pleafe,  to  congratulate  me 
*^  on  my  f7ot  being  married  ;  and — " 

Here,  Mrs.  Weller^  who  had  gone  to  fetch 
Anna,  entered,  folloj^d  by  the  divinity  he  S^thl; 
— he  flew  to  meet  h||.  '  '"    ^^'- 

"  Hey  !"^  faid  the  General,  the  whole  matter 
then  flriklng  him,  *^'So,  fo,  fo,  you  have  found 
"  a  phyfician,  and  we  (hall  have  no  occafion  to 
**  goto  France." 

<*  Nor  will  my  dear  niece,  I  fear,  follow  me-  to 
**  Jamaica,"  joined  Mr.  Mordant. 
'^"   Anna  curtfey*d  to  both,  and  anfwered  her  lover's 
fond  inquiries  after  her  health  with  grace  and  eafe. 

When  they  were  feated,  fhe  told  him  he  fhould 
have  the  honor  of  giving  the  water  to  Mrs.  Wellers  ; 
and  the  fervant  being  difmifled,  confcious  of  the 
re£titude  of  her  fentiments,  and  as  free  from  all 
aff€<Elation,  as  incapable  of  deceit ;  above  the  little 
arts  which  women,  who  feel  a  void  of  real  modefty, 
by  overftraining  the  appearance  of  that  beautiful 
quality,  have  recourfe  to,  in  vain  hope  of  conceal- 
ing their  unamiable  deficiency,  her  underftanding 
fat  fheepiihnefs  out  of  her  character,  and  her  na- 
tive dignity  fecured  her  from  the  cenfure  of  bold- 
nefs,  pofTefling  the  happy  medium  in  every  inftance 
but  one  j  it  was  confident  wiA  her  ideas  of  grateful 

propriety. 
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propriety,  to  make  a  frank  acknowledgment  to 
her  friends  of  thofe  fentiments  (he  had  not  concealed 
from  her  lover. 

After  a  little  hefitation,  in  which  fenfibility  was 
far  more  vifible  than  ihame,  (he  owned  her  predi- 
lection for  Mr.  Herbert  from  the  firfl  of  her  ac- 
quaintance ;  the  progrefs  it  had  made  in  her  affec- 
tion, had  been,  (he  faid,  as  irrcfiftible  as  rapid  ; 
ihe  mentioned  him  to  Mr.  Mordant  as  the  caufe  of 
her  declining  the  addreffes  of  his  amiable  fon  •,  nor 
could  llie  reftrain  her  tears  in  repeating  her  fuffer- 
ings  at  fuppofmg  him  dead  from  the  accidental  in- 
formation of  the  magazine  ;  her  diftrefs  when,  the 
fame  moment  that  difcovered  his  exiftence  gave  her 
fuch  undoubted  proofs  of  his  engagement  to  Mifs 
Edwin,  it  was  unneceflary  to  repeat ;  but  Ihe  con- 
cluded with  affuring  them,  if  it  yet  Ihould  appear  to 
her  uncle  and  Mr.  Summers,  that  her  fentiments  in 
Mr.  Herbert's  favour  were  the  effeCl  of  caprice  or 
want  of  judgment  in  her,  inflead  of  defert  in  him, 
(he  could  not  indeed  promife  to  ceafe  loving  him, 
but  would  never  marry  without  not  only  their  con- 
fent  but  approbation  ;  and  then  leaving  him  to  the 
explanation  and  vindication  of  his  own  a6i:ions,  fhe 
retired,  declining  the  attendance  of  Mrs.  Wellers. 
"  You,  my  dear  Madam,"  faid  flie,  "  muft  llay — 
^*  you  fhall  judge  for  me,  I  am  too  partial  to  decide 
*'  for  myfelf." 

Herbert,  all  fenfe  and  elegance,  liberal  in  his 
ideas,  and  juft  in  his  actions,  a  Icholar  and  a  gen- 
tleman, his  principles  unvitiated,  his  morals  uncor- 
rupted,  not  warmer  in  his  fenfe  of  honour  than  in 
his  love  of  truth,  needed  not  an  advocate  with  his 
judges  ;  they  faw  Anna's  partiality,  they  approved 
the  obje£l  which  infpired  it,  and  only  wondered 
any  one  who  knew  both  could  think  of  fe- 
parating  two  people  who,feemed  born  for  each 
other. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XCII. 

A  Trip  to  the  North. 


Ml 


.R.  Herbert  had  now  to  account  to  them  ;  he 
had  before  done  it  to  Anna,  for  his  fudden  enfran- 
chiferaent. 

He  told  them,  that  the  whole  journey  down, 
Mifs  Edwin's  behavour  was  fullen,  haughty,  and 
referved  to  all  the  party  \  her  fupercilious  behaviour 
knew  no  diftin6lion  of  perfons,  but  was  extended 
to  her  father  and  mother,  with  as  little  ceremony 
as  to  Patty  and  himfelf  •,  infomuch  that  Lady  Ed- 
win, it  was  eafy  to  perceive,  with  great  difficulty 
forbore  her  refentment.  On  their  arrival  at  Den- 
nis Place,  fhe  efFefted  retirement,  but  made  no 
objection  to  the  day  propofed  for  their  nuptials  ; 
that  as  to  himfelf,  fpite  of  his  internal  wretched- 
nefs,  he  endeavoured  to  perfevere  in  the  kind  of 
behaviour  he  had  always  adopted,  which  was  po- 
lite and  friendly ;  he  had  pretended  to  no  more. 
To  the  great  diverfioii  of  Sir  William,  and  the  fur- 
prife  of  every  body  elfe,  their  aunt  Winifred,  for- 
merly her  ridicule,  was  her  favourite  friend  and 
chief  companion,  and  the  only  perfon  about  the 
houfe  with  whom  flie  chofe  to  converfe. 

On  the  evening  preceding  their  nuptials,  which 
was  the  day  Mr.  Manfel  and  Wilkinfon  were  ex- 
pelled, the  old  chapel  being  cleared  and  orna- 
mented for  the  purpofe,  the  neighbourhood  invi- 
ted, and  preparations  made  to  entertain  the  whole 

county. 


A      N      N      A.  287 

county,  Cecilia,  without  waiting  to  fee  them,  re- 
tired to  her  apartment. 

Lady  Edwin  was  furprifed  and  hurt  at  fuch  a 
whim,  as  Patty  (though  going  to  be  united  to  the 
object  of  her  choice)  having  been  brought  down 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  accompanying  her  coufin, 
would  certainly,  at  fuch  a  delicate  period,  wifh  for 
a  companion  of  her  own  age  and  fex  ;  but  remon- 
ftrances  were  vain,  (he  continued  obftinate,  and 
carried  her  point. 

"  Manfel  and  Wilkinfon  arrived  in  the  evening. 
**  A  prey  to  my  own  dreadful  refle£\ions,  I  had 
"  not,"  he  continued,  a  thought  of  reft  ;  but  I 
**  attended  my  dear  mother  early  to  her  chamber, 
*'  when,  for  the  firft  time,  flie  hinted  her  fears, 
"  I  was  not  happy  in  my,  or  rather  her,  choice. 

"  I  made  no  anfwer  to  this  but  too  true  furmife  ; 
"  little  did  the  beft  and  tendereft  of  mothers  ima- 
*'  gine  ivho  reigned  without  a  rival  in  my  foul  :  had 
*'  flie  but  fufpef^ed  I  loved,  her  fenfe  of  honour 
**  and  of  juftice  would  have  rendered  her  mifera- 
"  ble  j  but  as  no  remedy  offered  to  prevent  this 
"  dreadful  facrifice  but  what  would  involve  her  in 
"  my  ruin,  and  wound  the  hearts  of  Sir  William 
"  and  Lady  Edwin,  I  fufPered  her  to  continue 
**  in  ignorance  of  my  feelings — Dear  woman,  on 
"  her  knees  fhe  prayed  for  bleffings  on  her  chil- 
"  dren. 

"  She  was  fure  I  might  mould  my  coufin,  who 
*'  had  always  loved  me,  into  what  form  I  pleafed  ; 
"  and  the  gratitude  and  good  nature  her  partiality 
*'  gave  me  credit  for,  would  infure  our  happinefs  ; 
"  I  left  her,  entremely  affedled  by  her  maternal 
**  goodnefs,  my  foul  rent  with  the  idea  of  the  ap- 
**  preaching  ceremony,  which  I  felt  would  render 
*'  the  whole  creation  an  univerfal  blank  to  me.  In 
"  crofling  the  gallery,  I  was  ftruck  with  a  glimpfe 
"  of  Cecilia  haftily  defcending  the  ftairs  ;  but  as 

"  every 
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*'  every  hour  was  marked  with  frefli  whim  and  ca- 
"  price,  when  I  was  fure  it  was  her,  it  gave  me  no 
**  farther  thought. 

"  What  my  reflections  were  during  that  painful 
"  night  I  will  not,  (fmce,  thank  God  !  it  is  pafl)  re- 
"  peat :  I  can  only  attempt  to  expiate  my  offence 
"  to  Heaven  by  confefTmg,  fuch  were  my  forrows, 
**  I  found  it  impofTible  to  reft,  and  therefore  went 
**  not  to  bed.  Every  revolving  moment,  while  re- 
**  colleftion  brought  to  my  memory  all  the  paft,  at 
**  the  fame  inftant  reminding  me  how  foon, 
**  how  very  foon  by  a  voluntary  a£l:  of  my  own, 
**  I  muft  for  ever  relln  quifli  all  claim  on  the 
'*  woman  I  adored,  and  plight  my  faith  to  one 
**  I  defpifed,  my  diftrefs  became  fo  poignant,  I 
•*  own  it  with  Ihame,  I  am  not  fure  but  my  mo- 
**  ther's  heart  would  have  been  wounded  by  a  fecond 
•*  fuicide  in  my  family,  had  not  the  fatal  engage- 
**  ment  been  fo  happily  broke  off.  The  diftradiion 
**  of  my  ideas  was  increafed  by  the  buftle  and  hur- 
**  ry  which,  by  break  of  day  filled  the  houfe  ;  and 
**  before  fix,  by  the  fight  of  my  nTeek  fifter  hang- 
"  ing  on  the  arm  of  her  beloved  Wilkinfon,  whofe 
**  looks  bent  in  cordial  love,  even  at  that  diftance, 
**  conveyed  to  me  a  piClure  of  the  rapture  of  his 
**  mind  :  I  was  turning  from  them,  my  imagina- 
*'  tion  fickening  at  the  contraft  in  my  own  fituation, 
**  when  a  frefh  commotion  in  the  houfe,  and  Pat- 
**  ty's  hafty  fummonsfrom  the  garden,  excited  for 
**  a  moment  my  curiofity,  which,  however,  quickly 
*'  vaniihed  :  too  miferable  to  fear  an  aggravation 
**  of  that,  I  was  again  loft  in  defpair  •,  I  had  no- 
**  thing,  I  thought,  to  fear,  and  lefs  to  hope,  from 
**  whatever  might  be  going  forward :  happy  mif- 
**  take  !  My  mother  and  Lady  Edwin  entered  my 
**  room  ;  the  former  with  looks  of  compalfion,  the 
**  latter  deprived  by  anger  and  diftrefs,  of  the 
**  power  of  utterance,  pale,  and  fliaking  every 
**  nerve. 

<<  My 
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"  My  dear  fon,"  faid  my  mother,  "  you  mud 
"  arm  yourfelf  with  patience." 

"  Ah  !  what  has  happened  !"  cried  I,  conclu- 
ding (my  mind  ever  on  one  fubjedl)  fome  dreadful 
news  from  Bath. 

*f  Lady  Edwin,  then  in  agony,  found  fpeech ; 
**  Cecilia,  f;iid  fhe,  that  difgrace  to  my  blood,  that 
*'  difhonour  to  my  race,  has  eloped  :  all  my  care 
"  for  her  is  loft,  all  my  folicitude  vain — my  anxious 
**  hours,  my  ileeplefs  nights,  my  ardent  prayers, 
**  of  no  efFe£l — unhappy  woman  that  I  am — the 
**  diftrefs  of  my  poor  brother  is  vifited  on  my  de- 
"  voted  head — childlefs  and  wretched,  for  never 
**  will  I  own  to  receive  that  ill-principled  girl — I 
**  have  no  hope  or  comfort  in  my  own  poftcrity. 

'*  My  refpe£l  for  Lady  Edwin,  my  veneration 
"  of  her  forrows,  nor  compaftion  for  my  uncle,  who 
**  ran  about  wringing  his  hands,  and  vainly  calling 
''  on  his  beloved  ungrateful  daughter,  had  power 
*'  to  rein  in  my  joy,  which  actually  had  near 
'*  fulFocated  me  *,  when  Wilkinfon  and  Manfel 
"  came  to  us,  the  former  prefled  my  hand  with  a 
^^  fervency  that  could  have  but  one  meaning — it 
"  brought  the  blood  into  my  cheeks — Manfel, 
**  good  venerable  man — never  fhall  I  forget  his 
"  looks,  they  were  rhetoric  itfelf — The  next  in- 
**  quiry  was  for  aunt  Win. ;  Ihe  was  not  to  be 
'^  found.  Prefently  Mifs  Edwin's  maid,  a  prudent 
"  woman,  placed  about  her  by  her  mother,  brought 
"  in  two  letters  left  on  Cecilia's  writing  ftand  j 
"  mine  you  have  feen  :  what  Lady  Edwin's  was, 
"  I  am  yet  to  learn — News  was  that  inftant  brought 
*'  that  two  perfons  had  been  feen  in  the  nelghbour- 
**  hood,  plainly  drefTed,  but  well  mounted,  that 
"  aunt  Win.  had  met  them  feveral  times  ;  and  a 
"  farmer  whofe  ftay  at  the  next  village  had  been- 
**  protra£led  by  his  falling  aileep  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
"  toxicatiouj  faw,  as  he  pafled  the  avenue  to  Dennis 
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"  Place,  a  chaife  and  four  drive  out  very  furloufly, 
**  and  faid  he  was  fare  Madam  Winifred  was  in  it, 
"  for  be  heard  her  fcold  the  driver  for  not  flopping 
If  to  pick  up  her  bonnet,  which  by  fome  accident 
}^  had  fallen  out  of  the  chaife  window,  and  which 
7f  he  took  up  j  he  faid  they  were  followed  by  two 
,  V  or  three  men  on  horfeback. 
\     "I  heard  no   more — I  flew  to  the  ftable — my 
.f*  horfe  was  one  fit  to  anfwf  r  the  impatience  of  his 
^'*'  rider — when  I  could  no  longer  outftrip  the  wind, 
"  I  threw  myfelf  into  a  poft-chaife,  and,  without 
*'  flopping,  was  in  fifteen  hours  at  the  feet  of  my 
**  lovely  Anna." 
.,,  On  this  little  hiflory  Mr.  Herbert  received  the 
f>jCOngratulations  of  all  prefent — happinefs  now  re- 
sumed her  proper  feat,  the  habitation  of  virtue  was 
no  longer  clouded  with   grief ;  and  thofe  hearts 
where  philanthropy  and  benevolence  ever   dwelt, 
became  the  feat  of  peace. 
nki  That  peace  was  not  interrupted,  though  their  at- 
tention was  engaged  in  the  evening  by  an  account 
from  Sutton  houfe,  of  the  death  (as  he  was  taking 
his  tea)  of  its  owner.  This  event,  though  expe£led 
by  the  faculty,  was  too  fudden  not  to  fhock  Lady 
Anna  Trevanion. 

Mr.  Mordant,  with  Mr.  Herbert,  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Wilkinfon,  inftantly  repaired  there  to  put  their 
.refpe£live  feals  on  the  efFedls,  and  fent  off  an  ex- 
prefs  to  Dennis  Place. 
:.^  The  confufion  and  diflrefs  at  Dennis  Place  did 
,.|[^Gt  take  from  Wilkinfon  the  defire  of  infuring  his 
own  happinefs  j  Sir  William  wifhed  topurfue  the  fu- 
gitives, but  Mr.  Wilkinfon  would  not  accompany 
him  till  he  was  actually  married,  lefl  one  delay 
might  be  produ6live  of  others  ;  they  were  there- 
fore united.  The  poor.  Lady  Edwin  faid,  fhotild 
not  fuffer  for  the  folly  and  difobedience.  of  Cecilia  ; 
the  intended  gifts  were  difpenfed ;  and  the  comnrion 
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people  regaled,  though  apologies  were  dlfpatchcd  to 
the  gentry  who  had  been  invited. 

Frpm  the  chapel  door,  Sir  William  and  Mr. 
Wilkinfon  fet  out  on  their  purfuit,  which  they  de- 
layed with  the  more  patience  on  the  fide  of  the.  ba- 
ronet, as  he  had  no  doubt  but  Herbert  was  fet  off 
on  the  fame  errand  j  they  eafily  traced  the  chaife  to 
Gloucefter,  where>  not  more  to  their  furprife  than 
her  mortification,  they  encountered  one  of  the  run- 
aways, juft  as  (he  was  getting  into  a  poft-chaife. 

Mifs  Winifred  Edwin  was  in  the  greateft  diftrefs, 
and  at  the  fight  of  Sir  William  her  grief  became 
vociferous  ;  (lie  railed  againfl:  the  deceit  and  ingra- 
titude of  the  world  to  that  brother  towards  whom 
(lie  had  been  fo  lately  guilty  of  both  5  they  gathered 
from  her  exclamations,  that  the  journey  to  the  north 
was  too  far  advanced  for  their  utmoft  efforts  to  im- 
pede or  overtake  ;  indeed  this  venerable  maiden 
bad  been  very  cruelly  treated  by  her  niece  ;  for, 
taking  advantage  of  her  loving  difpofition.  Captain 
Dunbar  was  accompanied  in  his  perai.abulations 
about  Dennis  Place  by  a  very  handfome  friend, 
who  was  exceedingly  fmitten  with  aunt  Winny, 
and  prevailed  on  her  to  confent  to  the  Captain's 
carrying  off  Cecilia,  merely  by  way  of  companion 
to  herfelf,  as  he  protefled  he  could  not  exift  with- 
out being  united  to  her,  and  promifed  to  meet 
them  at  Gloucefter  •,  he  was  true  to  his  appoint- 
ment as  to  time  and  place,  but  was  unluckily  ac- 
companied by  a  lady  who  made  up  the  party  quarre 
without  Mifs  Win.  and  totally  deftroyed  the  fan- 
guine  hopes  that  poor  body  had  entertained  of  en- 
tering the  holy  Itate  of  matrimony.  This  Un- 
welcome intruder  was  Mrs.  'idwin  ;  the  two  ladies 
were  overjoyed  at  meeting  in  fuch  happy  circum- 
flances,  and  the  difappointed  maiden  had  the  rhor- 
tification  of  feeing  herfelf  deprived  of  her  lover, 
ridiculed  by  her  thoughtlefs  niece,  laughed  at  by 
O  2  the 
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the  company,  and  left  alone  in  a  (Irange  place,  the 
gentlemen  not  chufing  to  lofe  a  moment  in  carrying 
off  their  golden  prizes. 

Poor  Winifred,  afraid  to  face  her  juflly  enraged 
fifter-In-law,  had  been  in  the  greateft  dilemma 
where  to  beftow  her  fweet  perfon  ;  Mrs.  Jane 
Manfel  was  recolledled  as  her  only  afylum,  and 
{he  was  on  the  point  of  fetting  out  for  IJandore, 
when  an  end  was  put  to  that  fcheme  by  the  arrival 
of  her  brother,  v/ho,  much  againfl  her  inclination, 
obliged  her  to  return  to  Dennis  Place  to  render  an 
account  of  the  whole  intrigue. 

Sir  William,  finding  they  had  fo  many  hours 
ftart  of  him,  and  that  the  perfon  his  daughter  had 
fixed  on  was  really  a  gentleman,  wifely  refolved  to 
follow  her  no  farther,  but  leave  her  to  the  fate  {he 
chofe  in  preference  to  his  advice,  not  doubting  but 
as  file  was  wholly  dependent  on  him,  he  fhould  very 
fooa  hear  of  cr  from  her,  and  returned  with  Mil^ 
Winifred. 

In  the  mean  while  Mrs.  Herbert  was  in  a  thou- 
iand  apprehenfions  for  her  fon,  which  increafcd 
very  much  at  the  return  of  Sir  William  and  Mr. 
Wilkinfon,  as  flie,  having  no  doubt  but  he  was  in 
purfuit  of  Cecilia,  expedled  they  would  return  to- 
gether. Mr.  Manfel,  in  compalfion  to  her  mater- 
nal di{lrefs  which  {he  could  not  conceal,  gave  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  her  fon  was  gone  a  very  diiFerent 
road,  and  he  would  venture  to  promife  her  news  of 
'  him  as  foon  as  he  reached  Bath. 

INIr.  Mordant's  exprefs  arrived  in  half  an  hour 
after  Mr.  Wilkinfon's  return,  who,  leaving  his 
bride  to  the  care  of  their  reverend  friend  to  follow 
in  theif  own  chaife,  fet  out  by  the  quickeft  con- 
veyance, . 
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N  Mr.  Wilkinfon's  arrival  at  Bath,  he  was 
pleafed  but  not  furprifed,  to  meet  Herbert,  who 
accompanied  him  to  Sutton  houfe  ;  they  were 
there  much  (Iruck  to  find  the  feals  of  two  foreign 
noblemen  affixed  to  the  drawers  and  cabinets  in  ad- 
dition to  their  own  ;  and  Stevens,  who  was  ,  yet 
there,  informed  them  an  oldPricft,  who  was  high 
in  Lord  Sutton's  confidence,  had  fet  out  for  the 
Continent  the  infiant  he  died. 

The  two  Noblemen,  who  were  at  Bath,  attended, 
on  being  fentforj  they  were  men  of  high  rank,  and 
unimpeached  honour  -,  and  every  fufpicion  of  foul 
play  was  obviated  by  their  rofpc^Vable  charadlers. 
On  opening  the  deceafed's  private  cabinet,  the  firft 
thing  they  found  wa3  a  will,  legally  figned  and  at- 
tefled,  giving  the  whole  of  his  fortune,  without  a 
fingle  legacy,  to  the  two  foreigners,  for  ufes  which 
he  had  explained  to  them,  and  forbidding  the  call- 
ing to  any  account  the  prieil  his  confefTor,  as  what 
fum  he  might  have  in  his  pofTeiTion  was  a  voluntary 

gift- 

The  furprize,  and  indeed  the  difappolntment  of 
young  Wilkinfon  and  his  friends  at  this  flroke,  is 
not  to  be  expreiTed  ;  the  two  Counts  faid,,  the  be- 
quell:  to  them  was  fo  facred,  and  witnefTed  by  the 
prieft,  it  was  impoflible  for  them  either  to  explain 
it  or  give  up  an  article  of  the  aflets. 

Stevens, 
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-  Stevens,  w4jo  had  hoped  for  an  annuity,  now 
petitioned  for  his  expences  to  town,  and  was  bid 
not  only  to  expert  that,  but  to  make  a  charge  of 
his  attendance,  both  which  they  would  pay ;  and 
Mr.  Wilkinfon  having  promifed  to  take  care  of 
Viliars,  he  and  his  friend  returned  in  difmay  and 
aftonifhment  to  Lady  Anna's. 
J  They  '^vere  ndt  received  with  lefs  cordiality  for 
this  blow  ;  the  General,  who  had  hitherto  avoided 
young  "Wilkinfon,  embraced  and  comforted  him,' 
by  the  aflurance,  that  the  money  fo  vilely  got  would 
never  have  worn  well  -,  and  after  the  firft  fhock,  the 
difappointment  was  forgot  in  the  reflection,  that 
whatever  happened,  his  Patty  was  taken  cate  of; 
ahd,  faid  Anna,  my  dear  girls  have  their  500c/. 
fafe.    -  ' 

''  Beheve  me,"  anfwered  Mr.  Summers,  "  it  is 
*^  all  for  the  bed  ;  would  you  have  had  the  wretch 
**  fmiOi  his  corrupt  career  with  an  a<£l  of  juftice  ? 
**  I  confefs  my  hatred  of  him  is  gratified  in  this  laft 
**  piece  of  deceit  ;  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  artful 
**  prieil,  having  received  his  confeflion,  made  the 
**  whole  of  his  fortune  the  price  of  his  abfolution, 
**  and  cunningly  fufpeCling  the  interference  of  the 
"  legiflature,  on  taking  fuch  immenfe  property  out 
'*  of  the  kingdom,  prevailed  on  him  to  makethofe 
"  noblemen  his  heirs  under  reftriftions  they  will 
"  not  dare  to  break  in  a  Catholic  country." 

Wilkinfon  put  on  mourning,  but  declined  at- 
tending the  funeral  ;  and  Mrs.  Wilkinfon  was  re- 
ceived by  her  fond  huiband  at  Lady  Anna's,  inftead 
of  Sutton  houfe. 

On  entering  the  drawing-room,  how  was  the 
bride  amazed  to  fee  her  loft  brother,  one  arm 
round  the  waift  of  Anna,  the  other  holding  a  Mil- 
ton out  of  which  he  was  repeating  that  beautiful 
paffage, 

"  With  thee  converflng,   I  forgot  all  time, 
;^    •'"  Allfeaf.ns  ar.d  iheir  than?c,  &c.  &c/' 

"My 
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.  '*  My  Anna — my  dear,  dear  Charles,  is  this 
"  poflible  !  oh.  Lady  Anna,"  faid  the  mild  Patty^ 
falling  at  her  feet,  with  an  involuntary  motion,  "  Is 
**  this  true  ?  and  will — yes  I  know  you  will — for 
*'  who  but  you  can  reward  a  fon,  a  brother,  whofe 
"  duty,  and  whofe  fraternal  love  could  prevail  on 
**  him  to  take  miferyto  hisbofom  ?'* 

Mr.  Manfel  entered  as  the  lovely  fiflers  were 
embracing  ;  the  good  man  could  not  fpeak  ;  he 
blefled,  he  could  only  blefs  his  Anna. 

As  foon  as  a  tranquil  certainty  of  her  brother's 
and  her  friends  happinefs  would  permit  her,  Mrs. 
Wilkinfon  informed  them  fhe  had  left  her  mother 
to  comfort  Lady  Edwin,  who  mourned,  with  a  bro- 
ken fpirit,  the  depravity  of  her  children  ;  but  ftill, 
as  (lie  avowed  indulging  a  pleafing  hope  that  the 
honour  of  her  houfe  would  yet  be  preferved  by  its 
lineal  reprefentative,  and  afcribing  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  her  wiflies  in  her  own  offspring  to  the  cru« 
elty  Ihevvn  her  brother  ;  Sir  William  had  already 
refumed  the  hofpitable  plan  of  living  he  delighted 
in  *,  and  Mrs.  Wilkinfon,  in  the  tendernefs  of  her 
hufband,  foon  forgot  her  relu6tance  at  parting  with 
her  friends  at  Dennis  Place  *,  as  to  Lord  Sutton's 
fortune,  (he  gave  it  not  a  fecond  thought. 

Mr.  Manfel  having  delivered  a  packet  with  which 
he  was  charged,  from  Lady  Edwin  to  Anna,  fhe 
retired  to  read  it,  leaving  the  brother  and  filler 
to  their  mutual  explanation  j  it  contained  as 
fgijows ; 


":  My  Dearest  Niece, 

.jf*  THE  difgraceful  event  in  my  fiimily,  of  which , 
'*|i  your  friemk  will  inform  you,  would  I  am  furc 
"  have  drawn  to  me  my  only  remaining  comfort, 
"  without  my  afkingit  5   tw^t  I  have  many  things 
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**  to  fay  and  to  explain,  too  mortifying  for  perfG- 
"  nal  communication,  though  into  the  bofom  of 
**  candour  itfelf. 

"  Will,  therefore,  my  dear  niece  forgive  her  un- 
**  happy  aunt,  for  troubling  her  with  repetitions  of 
"  family  grievances  and  difgrace,  for  having  the 
**  fond  vanity  of  believing  her  advice  and  re- 
"  queft  vv^ill  be  more  regarded  by  the  daughter 
"  of  her  brother,  than  by  her  whofe  maturity 
"  has  never  afforded  her  mother  one  pleafurable 
'^'  idea  ? 

"  The  name  which  you,  my  dear  Anna,  bear, 
*'  in  a  long  line  of  illuftrious  anceftors,  has  never 
**  been  dillionoured  by  the  flighteft  tarnifh,  that 
"  only  one  received  by  my  brother  Hugh's  uniting 
"  himfelf  with  a  plebeian,  being  entirely  done 
"  away  by  the  native  dignity  of  his  daughter  ;  in 
"  you  the  virtue,  as  well  as  honour,  of  our  houfe 
"  is  united  ;  that  is  indeed  the  confolation  of  my 
**  foul  under  the  afRi^^ion  it  has  pleafed  God  to 
**  fend  me. 

'**'  "  At  the  difcovery  of  my  fon's  attachment  to 
'*  you,  which  was  at  the  inftant  of  that  villainous 
*'  Lord's  contrivance  to  charge  you  with  vices  fo 
**  indignant  to  your  noble  blood,  my  own  convic- 
**  tion  told  me  how  little  the  hope  was  of  driving 
**  you  from  his  heart  by  fuch  a  fubflitute  as  Mifs 
"  Turbville. 

*'  But,  anxious  to  unite  our  children  to  thofe 
*'  whofe  birth  and  family  would  not  difgrace  our 
"  own,  our  words  were  engaged  for  our  fon, 
**  before  Mr.  Turbville  died — from  that  there  was 
"  no  receding,  even  if  the  difcovery  of  your  birth 
**  had  preceded  his  marriage.  So  you  fee  that  the 
**  fteps  human  wifdom  pointed  out,  as  the  only 
**  means  of  preferving  the  dignity  of  our  family, 
"  was  produ6live  of  its  debafement.  Had  our  fon 
"  been  left  lo  his  own  choice,  he  would  have 

<*  made 
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"  made  the  right  elecSlIon;  guided  by  us,  he  met 
"  deftruaion. 

"  Our  daughter,  undone  by  our  indulgence, 
"  became  the  (lave  of  diffipation,  the  child  of  fol- 
*'  ly ;  unreftrained  by  her  parents,  how  could  ilie 
*'  be  expected  to  reflrain  herfelf?  Our  miilaken 
"  generofity,  operating  with  a  weak  head  and 
•"  bad  heart,  foon  robbed  her  of  the  chief 
"  ornament  of  her  fex  ;  her  perfon,  from  its  con- 
**  flant  exhibition,  became  contemptible  •,  and' her 
"  character  fufpeftcd  ;  inftead  of  the  propofals  her 
."  rank  and  fortune  intitled  her  to,  we  had  the 
"  mortification  to  hear  her  conquefcs  were 
'*:  among  the  nccefTitous  and  unworthy;  our 
"  fen,  cut  off  in  the  thoughtlefs  career  of  extra- 
*'  vagant  youth,  his  talents,  which  under  the 
*^  guide  of  difcretion,  might  have  been  of  ufe 
.^'.  and  ornament  to  his  country,  as  well  as  ho- 
'*  nour  to  his  family,  for  ever  loll  to  both,  v/e  be*« 
"  came  the  more  ferious  in  our  concern  for  Cecilia. 

"  We  flattered  ourfelves  {he  had  always  hposa. 
**  attached  to  her  coufm  Charles;  but  we  vv^er^  £» 
"  unhappy  as  to  difcover,  at  a  very,  if  not  to® 
"  late  period,  an  imprudent  connexion,  which^ 
"  however,  (as  in  that  moment  flie  met  our  wiflies 
"  in  avowing  an  unabated  love  for  Herbert)  we 
"  were  eager  to  hope  might  be  merely  the  effecSb 
"  of  levity  ;  I  therefore  propofed  to  Mrs.  Herbert 
^*  the  immediate  match  we  had  always  in  view> 
"  between  her  fon  and  my  daughter. 

"  I  faw,  I  confefs  to  you.  Lady  Anna,  the  - 
"  young  man  accorded  to  our  meafures  with  no 
"  impreflion  in  Mifs  Edwin's  favour,  except  ho- 
"  nour  and  gratitude ;  but  thofc  were  principles 
"  on  which  I  built  ftronger  for  indulgence,  and  in 
"  confequencea  permanent  reformation  in  Cecilia, 
"  than  on  mere  paPiion.  I  knew  our  love  and  li- 
^*  bcrality  v/ould  be  united  to  his  fortune,  for  our 

**  general. 
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"  general  happinefs ;  and  on  thofe  grounds,  I  had 
**  the  cruelty  to  perfift  in  what  I  had  too  many 
*'  reafons  to  know  the  heart  of  the  amiable 
**  youth  recoiled  at,  becaufe  no  other  plan  oc- 
^'  curred  that  gave  the  mofl  diftant  hope  of  pre- 
^'  ferving  what  was  left  of  the  honour  of  my  pof- 
"  terity. 

'*  This  felfifli  condu£l  met  its  reward  in  a  to- 
*f  tal  difappointment,  by  the  elopement  of  my 
^::  daughter. 

.  .p'^*  I  inclofe  you  her  letter — read  it  here,  Lady 
**  Anna,  by  way  of  fupport  to  the  requeft  I  am 
**  going  to  make,  that  compalFion  for  my  feelings 
**  may  be  added  to  the  fenfe  of  what  you  owe  the 
**  family  you  folely  reprefent,  to  prevail  on  you  to 
"  take  the  only  ftep,  that  will  enable  me  again  to 
*^  meet  the  eyes  of  my  countrymen. 

■:,,f^  You  mud  bring  to  Trevanion  Houfe  a  chief 
•**  worthy  of  fuch  vaflals. 

• '  "  You  are  rich  enough  in  your  own  right,  to 
**  chufe,  even  among  the  indigent,  a  perfon  you 
*'  can  love  *,  neverthelefs,  as  the  afFe<Slions  of  one 
*'  fo  unfortunately  fituated,  though  for  Lady  Anna 
(^  Trevanion,  will  appear  in  a  more  queftionable 
*'  light,  than  that  of  a  man,  who  poflefles  in  his 
"  own  fortune,  a  right  to  chufe, — the  leaft  to  be 
«  fufpeded  is  the  laft. 

•:^  "  But  I  pretend  not  to  di£late  ;  all  I  alk  of  you 
*.*  is  to  marry  with  condition,  that  the  happy  ob- 
"  jc€t  of  your  choice  fhall  change  his  name  to  that 
"  of  Trevanion  5  at  the  fame  time  taking  care, 
*<  that  the  one  he  gives  up,  is  equally  refpe6la- 
<c  t>ie — on  this,  my  dear  niece,  hang  all  my  pre- 
"  fent  hopes  j  tell  me  you  will  oblige,  and  render 
U:happy, 
m,  "  Your  diftrefled  Aunt, 

xr  '«  a  Edwin.*' 

To 
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To    Lady    Edwin. 

(Inclofed  in  the  foregoing. ) 

«  Madam, 

"  AS  this  Is  the  lad  imprudence  Cecilia  Edwin 
**  cart  be  guilty  of,  I  entreat  my  papa's  and  your 
"  pardon  for  it.  I  leave  my  family  at  a  critical 
"time  to  them,  as  well  as  myfelf-,  the  truth  is, 
"  our  blood  has  from  generation  to  generation, 
**  by  flowing  in  the  fame  regular  channel,  at  laft 
"  wearied  itfelf  by  its  own  famenefs,  and  Mr. 
"  Dunbar  aflures  me,  his  is  no  lefs  rcfpe£la- 
"  ble-,  fo  that  a  little  change,  will  bean  advan- 
"  tage  to  both ;  I  hope,  therefore,  on  reflec- 
^^  tion,  you  will  forgive  the  a£l:  on  account  of  the 
"  motive. 

"  Your  dutiful  daughter, 

"  C.  Edwin." 

Anna  read  the  packet  with  diiFerent  emotions. 
Lady  Edwin  had  but  one  fault,  if  her  bigoted  re- 
gard to  the  honour  of  her  family  could  be  fo  called. 
She  was  a  woman,  whofe  practice  of  every  noble 
principle  faTi(9:ified  her  pride  of  blood  j  and  the  ca- 
lamities of  her  domeftic  circle  were  the  more  hu- 
miliating, as  confcious  of  no  one  deviation  from 
the  virtue  of  her  anceftors  herfelf,  in  thought  or 
a£l:,  flie  was  the  farther  from  apprehending  it  in 
her  children,  till  convidlion  accompanied  the  cer- 
tainty of  interference  being  now  too  late ;  ^  the 
blood  of  Trevanion,  fhe  thought,  would  fecure 
them  equally  from  vice  and  meannefs  5  the  max- 
ims 
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ims  and  greatnefs  of  foul  (he  had  derived  from  her 
father,  had  been  carefully  delivered  to  her  chil- 
dren •,  forgetting  it  was  in  the  family  manfion,  and 
its  environs  only,  they  had  been  preferved  unful- 
lled,  and  that  the  great  world  was  too  crouded  with 
artificial  virtues,  to  give  place  to  real  ones;  not 
aware  the  example  from  the  multitude  was  far 
more  prevalent  on  the  minds  of  profperous  youth, 
than  the  dry  precepts  of  individuals,  her  grief  was 
too  refpe£):able,  her  difappointment  too  keen,  to 
be  difregarded  by  her  niece.  The  requeft  of  Lady 
Edwin  pictured  the  amiable  Charles ;  Sir  William^s 
eftate  was  entailed  on  him  in  default  of  male  iflue ; 
his  family  was  as  ancient  and  refpe6lable  as  that  of 
Trevanion,  of  which  indeed  it  was  a  branch :  his 
name,  dillionoured  by  his  father's  unhappy  end, 
would  be  of  lefs  confequence  in  its  change,  as  that 
of  Trevanion  had  been  the  one  from  which  his  fa- 
mily fprung. 

Thus,  then,  the  man  of  her  choice  was  him 
mod  fuitable  to  her  fituation  -,  but  whether,  after 
being  fo  circumftanced  v/ith  Cecilia,  Lady  Edwin 
might  approve  their  union,  was  doubtful. 
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CHAP.      XCIV. 

ConcUffton. 
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jady  Anna's  return  to  the  company,  her 
looks  were  examined  by  her  fond  Herbert  -,  he  read 
in  them  an  anxiety  he  was  impatient  to  remove ; 
and,  at  his  earned  requeft,  flie  gave  her  aunt's  let- 
ter into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mordant — the  contents 
were  highly  pleafing  to  that  gentleman.  Having 
obtained  her  permiilion,  he  fet  off  the  next  morn- 
ing for  Dennis  Place,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Her- 
bert. Soon  did  that  happy  lover  return  to  efcort 
his  beloved  and  her  friends  to  Lady  Edwin  ;  and 
the  real  heirefs  of  Trevanion  was  met  by  the  te- 
nants and  vaffals  of  her  eftate,  and  followed  through 
two  counties  by  the  acclamations  and  unfeigned  joy 
of  the  honeil,  unconquered,  though  uncultivated 
Cambrians. 

Sir  William  and  Lady  Edwin,  equally  gratified, 
and  mutually  happy  in  the  union  of  their  amiable 
nephew  and  niece,  refigned  themfelves  to  the  will 
of  heaven  in  the  difpofal  of  their  children,  and  felt 
nothing  but  joy  in  the  more  fortunate  lot  of  their 
next  dear  relatives. 

Mrs.  Herbert — but  why  need  I  fpeak  of  her, 
when  I  have  yet  to  fay,  her  fon  was  the  happieft 
of  men,  and  her  daughter  the  moft  contented  of 
women,  could  the  remainder  of  her  life  then  be 
other  than  one  fcene  of  devout  tranfport  and  grate- 
ful joy  ?  In  her  affli6lions,  flie  was  refpe(fted  j  and 
in  her  profperity,  defervedly  beloved. 

As 
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As  foon  as  the  writings  were  ready,  and  the 
forms  gone  through  on  account  of  the  change  of 
name,  to  which  was  annexed  the  family  honours, 
the  voluntary  favour,  it  was  faid,  of  a  Prince, 
whofe  great  misfortune  it  is,  that  his  own  judg- 
ment is  too  feldom  a  recommendation  to  the  digni- 
ty he  beftows,  the  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Trevanion 
were  publicly  united  in  the  family  chapel. 

The  noble  heirefs  foon  became  the  idol  of  her 
country  ;  and  Lady  Edwin  exulted  in  the  revival 
of  her  family  dignity. 

Mifs  Edwin,  now  Mrs.  Dunbar,  in  a  very  fhort. 
time,  became  a  petitioner,  and  obtained  a  pardon, 
which  ever  preceded  afking  in  the  heart  of  her  fond  ; 
father  ;  and  Captain  Dunbar  being  fecond  fon  to 
an  Irifh  peer,  Lady  Edwin  condefcended  to  receive 
him,  and  confented  to  the  eftablifhment  of  her 
daughter  on  the  mod  liberal  and  generous  plan. 
The  ladies  were  both  returned  with  their  hufbands 
to  Portman  Square,  from  whence  Mrs.  Dunbar 
removed,  as  foon  as  Sir  William's  remittance  ena- 
bled her.  To  this  ftep  indeed  fhe  was  rather  pre- 
cipitated by  the  hurry  Mr.  Mellifh  was  in  to  vifit 
his  lady's  feat  in  Shropfhire ;  whither  he  had  not 
the  good-nature  tov/ards  his  wife,  or  the  politenefs 
to  her  friend,  to  invite  her. 

Captain  Dunbar  was  wild  and  diffipated;  he 
foon  ran  out  the  fir  ft  fum  advanced  by  his  father- 
iil-law ;  and  another  was  afked,  and  granted,  but 
his  demands  increafing  with  the  generofity  of  the 
noble-fpirited  baronet,  he  at  laft  thought  proper  to 
reflrain  a  bounty,  that  muft  in  the  end  injure  in- 
ftead  of  ferving  his  daughter,  more  cfpecially  as  her 
pregnancy  was  announced. 

Sir  William  Edwin  M^as  good  nature  and  libera- 
lity itfelf,  till  he  fufpe£led  an  impofition ;  but  when 
once  he  faw  a  mean  advantage  was  taken  of  his 
open  temper,  he  inflantly  turned  to  the  other  ex- 
treme, 
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treme,  and  was  as  obftinately  impenetrable  to  fuch^ 
applications,  as  he  had  before  been  generous  and" 
complying. 

Captain  Dunbar,  young,  thoughtless,  ancl  ek-' 
travagant,  was  foon  weary  of  a  contra£led  income^ 
and  an  expenfive  wife ;  and  finding  himfelf  too  idle 
to  reform,  or  lefTen  his  expences,  he  privately  ex- 
changed for  advanced  rank  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
left  his  lady  to  take  her  own  methods  with  her  re- 
lations. 

The  young  and  lovely  Countefs  of  Trevanion, 
no  lefs  rcfpcd1:cd  than  admired  in  the  great  world,  ^ 
and  beloved  and  adored  in  her  own  county  and^ 
conne(Sl:ions;  and  her  hufband  not  more  dignified, 
by  his  rank  and   abilities,  than  efteemed  for  the 
re61:itude  of  his  principles  and  the  benignity  of  his 
difpofition ;  were  obje£ls  too  galling  for  Mrs.  Dun- 
bar, to  meet  in  her  prefent  circumftances — while, 
therefore,  fiie  waited  the  determination  of  her  pa- 
rents, refufing  the  offered  afylum  at  Dennis  Place, 
flie  chofe  to  allc  one  with  Mrs.  Mellifli  in  Shrop- , 
{hire ;  but  that  partner  in  her  imprudence  had  not 
power  to  give  the  welcome  fhe  expe£l:ed. 

Captain  Mellifh,  when  he  took  his  lady  into  the 
country,  had  no  intentions  to  return,  and  much 
lefs  to  fuffer  her  to  keep  up  any  of  her  connecti- 
ons ;  the  fituation  of  his  lady  M^as  no  lefs  unplea- 
fingly  altered,  though  in  a  different  manner,  than 
that  of  her  friend  ;  for  Captain  Mellifli  was,  in  the 
other  extreme,  as  penurious  as  Dunbar  was  extra-  ' 
vagant ;  and  as  Mrs.  Mellifli  did  net  breed,  all  his  ! 
intention  was  towards  faving  out  of  her  income 
what,  in  cafe  of  her  death,  would  confole  him  for 
her  eftate,  which,  if  (he  died  childlefs,  was  fettled 
on  the  next  heir,  then  abroad  :  here  then  was  no 
place  for  Mrs.  Dunbar ;  who  returned  to  London 
in  high  dudgeon  with  her  friend  Mellifh.    ,.,   ' 

Mrs.  Mel- 
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Mrs.  Mellifh,  on  lier  part,  thus  cut  ofF  from  aH 
that  fhe  had  been  ufed  to  efteem  valuable  in  life, 
ftinted  in  every  article  of  expence,  even  to  com- 
mon necefTaries,  fhut  out  from  the  pleafures  of 
amufement,  and  debarred  of  the  joys  of  fociety, 
took  to  the  only  method  that  could  punifli  the  con- 
tra£led  vice  of  her  hufband,  by  depriving  him  of 
her  income ;  (he  gave  herfelf  up  to  drinking  cor- 
dials and  Itrong  w^aters  w^hen  Ihe  could  procure 
them,  and  when  flic  could  not,  drams  and  liquors 
of  a  more  vulgar  kind  were  fubftituted  in  their 
flead.  Her  health  foon  became  aiTe£led  by  this 
fatal  refource.  Mellifli  deflitute  of  feeling  and 
good  nature,  was  equally  callous  to  reproach,  and 
regardlefs  of  her  complaints,,  till  ferioufly  alarmed 
at  the  danger  in  which  flie  foon  was,  the  avarice 
which  had  defcroyed,  fought  to  preferve  her  exift- 
ence.  Hov/  could  he  bear  to  part  with  a  wife, 
whofe  death  would  deprive  him  of  fuch  a  fortune  ? 
With  anxious  wifhes  for  her  recovery,  her  emaci- 
ated body  was  vainly  moved  from  place  to  place,  at 
the  diretSlion  of  the  do£lors,  who  were  promifed 
mountains  if  flie  recovered,  hhe  fell  an  early  vic- 
tim to  her  own  unguarded  folly,  and  hu  unfeeHng 
avarice. 

Mrs.  Dunbar  continuing  obftinate  in  her  refufals 
to  return  to  Wales,  her  parents  were  at  laft  prevail- 
ed on  to  allow  her  a  handfome  annuity  -,  and  Lady 
Edwin  took  into  her  own  care  the  child.  She  was 
very  happy  to  be  eafed  of  the  trouble  of  bringing  it 
up.     It  was  a  female,  and  named  after  herfelf. 

Thus  once  more  in  pofleflion  of  the  means  of 
living  in  rank,  her  houfe  was  crowded,  as  her 
doors  were  opened  to  that  kind  of  indifcriminate 
company  which  would  difgrace  a  private  party,  but 
which  were  of  a  certain  fet,  and  therefore  not 
wholly  contemptible.  With  great  cunning  flie 
^foOn  acquired  fome  .experience,  and  blending  one 
a^;  with 
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\iMth  the  other,  had  the  dexterity  to  make  the  junc- 
tion pafs  for  wit.  She  was  yet  young,  genteel, 
and  had  not  a  bad  face ;  was  cautious,  but  not  fuf- 
pe£led  of  prudery  •,  in  fhort,  fhe  maintained  a  kind 
of  doubtful  character,  too  fufpicious  for  the  purie 
unfullied  foul  of  innocence,  and  too  guarded  for 
the  pofitive  ftamp  of  guilt. 

Mr.  Wilkinfon  and  his  lovely  bride  retired,  con- 
tented with  their  lot,  to  I.landore,  where  Mrs. 
Herbert's  home  was,  though  her  frequent  excur- 
■fions  to  her  fon's  almofl  rendered  it  merely  nomi- 
nal. The  profperous  ftate  of  the  iron  works  was  a 
mine  of  riches  more  acceptable,  and  far  more  ho- 
nourable, than  that  they  had  milTed  in  Sutton's 
wealth.  The  provifion  Mr.  Wilkinfon  promifed 
Villars,  was  fupplied  by  Mr.  Summers,  who  was 
of  fuch  a  prepoiterous  turn,  that  he  fancied  even 
fhe,  in  comparifon  of  fome  part  of  the  world,  might 
be  virtuous  ;  at  leaft,  he  would  preferve  her  from 
the  temptations  to  guilt ;  an  a6l  of  humanity  he 
did  not  live  to  repent.  The  remainder  of  his  days, 
which  were  fpent  at  Trevanion  floufe,  were  un- 
rufvled  by  a  fingle  grief,  and  uninterrupted  by  care, 
he  finifhed  his  life  in  the  arms  of  the  young  Earl, 
and  his  change  from  this  world,  to  that  he  had  been 
long  prepared  to  enter,  was  unmarked  by  one 
groan,  or  rendered  fliocking  to  his  friends  by  one 
convulfivc  ftruggle*,  the  placid  fmile  of  true  bene- 
volence dwelt  on  his  features  after  life  had  ceafed 
to  animate  them.  The  bulk  of  his  fortune  he  left 
to  the  Countefs  and  her  children,  v/ith  handfome 
legacies  to  thofe  of  Mr.  Wilkinfon. 

Mrs.  Wellers  left  Lady  Trevanion  but  for  a  fliort 
period ;  flie  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  her  valuable 
hufoand  foon  after  her  return  to  Layton  j  and  the 
grateful  heart  (he  had  fo  often  foothcd,  would  not 
fufPer  her  to  feel  forrow  alone;  Lord  Trevanion 
himfclf  fetched  her  to  his  beloved  Anna,  whofe 

then 
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then  fituation  would  not  admit  of  her  travelling ; 
and  the  good  woman  experienced  the  regard  of  her 
noble  friends,  in  the  confidence  the  whole  family 
repofed  in  her  fon.  All  their  money  concerns 
.were  intrufted  to  Mr.  Wellers;  a  circumftance 
however  of  equal  advantage  to  both  parties ;  fince 
.the  large  fums  conllantly  in  his  hands,  could  not 
be  more  profitable  to  him,  as  a  fpeculative  man, 
than  his  (lri£t  probity  and  exa6l  honeily,  as  weU 
^  invariable  regularity,  was  to  them. 

Eliza  Melmoth  continued  to  receive  the  advan- 
tage of  the  inftructions  and  example  of  Lady  Tre- 
vanion,  till  (lie  entered  her  feventeenth  year,  when 
{he  gave  her  hand  to  young  Mordant,  who,  on  that 
occafion,  with  his  father,  fettled  in  their  native 
country. 

Lady  Cecilia,  gratified  in  her  family  pride,  was 
wholly  wrapped  up  in  her  niece,  and  fully  em- 
ployed in  educating  the  young  Cecilia,  after  her 
model,  in  hopes  to  make  her  worthy  to  fhare  the 
heart  of  the  heir  of  Trevanion. 

Lord  Trevanion,  by  degrees,  divefted  Sir  Wil- 
liam Edwin  of  his  prejudices,  and  changed  his  op- 
pofition  to  the  minifter,  into  a  patriotic  zeal  for 
the  good  of  his  country,  and  the  honour  of  his 
prince,  which  he  at  length  convinced  him  were  fy- 
nonimous  terms. 

Himfelf  a  watchful  and  independent  guardian 
of  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  the  nation  at  large, 
and  his  own  county  in  particular,  not  urged  by 
prejudice,  nor  reftrained  by  interefted  confiderati- 
ons,  lie  either  fupported  or  oppofed  men  and  mea- 
fures,  as  they  appeared  to  have  in  view  the  general 
good  ;  his  honour  was  above  price ;  and  his  prin- 
ciples fecured  from  temptation  by  that  noble  pride, 
which,  fcorning  obligation,  regulated  his  wilhes  to 
his  pov/er.  Many  pofiefied  greater  eftates;  but 
thofe  whofe  rent-rolls  were  ten  times  larger,  were 

neither 
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neither  fo  affluent  nor  fo  happy  as  he ;  becaufe  he 
was  generous,  and  becaufe  he  was  jufl: ;  his  wife, 
the  fond  choice  of  his  early  years,  is  yet  the  ob- 
ject of  his  adoration ;  her  beauty,  ftriking  as  it  is, 
is  her  lead  attraftion  ;  and  her  high  rink  and  af- 
fluent fortune  creates  not  that  refpe(fl,  which  is 
paid  to  her  excellent  heart  and  refined  underftand- 
ing.  Bled  with  the  full  gratification  of  their  wi{h- 
es  in  the  poflefFion  of  each  other,  and  happy  in  a 
beauteous  offspring,  furrounding,  like  olive  branch- 
es, their  hofpitable  board,  they  yet  live,  and  may 
they  long  do  fo,  adored  by  each  other, 

Venerated  by  their  Children, 

Efteemed  by  their  Friends, 

Beloved  and  hgnoured  by  their  Country. 


F    I    N    I    S. 
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